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THE 


GREAT      CASE 


O  F 


LIBERTY  OF  CONSCIENCE 


Once  more  briefly  debated  and  defended. 


BY   THE   AUTHORITY   OF 


Reason,  Scripture,  and  Antiojuty; 

-I 

Which  may  fervc  the  Place  of  a  General  Reply  to  fuch 
late  Discourses  as  have  oppofed  a  Tolsratiok. 


The  Author  William  Penn, 


Whatfocver  ye  would  that  men  fliould  do  to  you,  do  ft  evea 

fo  to  them.     Mat.  vii.  1 2. 

^Lender  unto  Caefar  the  things  that  are  Caerar's,  and  to 
God,  the  things  that  are  God's.    Mark  xii.  17. 


VoL^  IHi 


T  O    T  H  E 


SUPREME    AUTHORITY 


O    F 


ENGLAND 


TOLERATION,  for  thefe  ten  years  paft,  has 
not  been  more  the  cry  of  fome,  than  perfecution 
has  been  the  praftice  of  others,  though  not  on  grounds 
equally  rational. 

The  prefent  caufe  of  this  addrefs,  is  to  folicit  a  con- 
verfion  of  that  power  to  our  relief,  which  hitherto  has 
been  employed  to  our  depreflion  ;  that  after  this  large 
experience  of  our  innocency,  and  long  fincc  expired 
apprenticelhip  of  cruel  fufFerings,  you  will  be  pleafed 
to  cancel  all  our  bbnds,  and  give  us  a  pofleflion  of 
thofe  freedoms,  to  which  we  are  intituled  by  Englifh 
birth-right. 

This  has  been  often  promifed  to  us,  and  we  as  ear- 
neftly  have  expefted  the  performance ;  but  to  this  time 
we  labour  under  the  unfpeakable  preflure  of  nafly  pri- 
fons,  and  daily  confifcation  of  our  goods,  to  the  ap- 
parent ruin  of  intire  families. 

We  would  not  attribute  the  whole  of  this  feverity 
to  malice,  (ince  not  a  little  ihare  may  juftly  be  al- 
cribed  to  mif-intelligence. 

For  it  is  the  infelicity  of  governors  to  fee  and  hear 
by  the  eyes  and  ears  of  other  men ;  which  is  equally 
unhappy  for  the  people. 

And  we  are  bold  to  fay,  that  fuppofitions,  and  mere 
conjeftures,  have  been  the  beft  meafures  that  moft  have 
taken  of  us,  and  of  our  principles ;  for  whilft  there 
have  been  none  more  inoffenfive,  we  Jiavc  been  mark- 
ed for  capital  offenders. 

A  a  \t 


It  is  hard  that  we  fliould  always  lie  ^ndcr  this  un- 
dcferved  imputation;  and,  which  is  worfe,  be  perfq- 
fecuted  as  fuch,  without  the  liberty  of  a  juft  defence* 

In  Ihort,  if  you  are  apprehenfive  that  our  principles 
are  inconfiftent  with  the  civil  government,  grant  us 
a  free  conference  about  the  points  in  queftion,  and  let 
tis  know  what  are  thofe  laws,  cflcntial  to  prefervation, 
that  pur  opinions  carry  an  oppofition  to  ?  And  if  upon 
a  due  enquiry  we  are  found  lo  heterdox  as  reprefentedi 
it  will  be  then  but  time  enough  to  inflift  thefe  heavy 
penalties  upon  us. 

And  as  this  medium  feems  the  faireft,  and  moft  rea* 
fonable  -,  {q  can  you  never  do  yourfelves  greater  juf- 
tice,  cithef  in  the  vindication  of  your  proceedings 
againft  us,  if  we  be  criminal  j  or  if  innocent,  in  dif- 
engaging  your  fervice  of  fuch  as  have  been  authors  of 
fo  much  mif-information. 

But  could  we  once  obtain  the  favour  of  fuch  debate, 
we  doubt  not  to  evince  a  clear  confiftency  of  our  life 
and  dodrine  with  the  Englifh  governn[ient ;  and  that 
an  indulging  of  DilTenters  in  the  fenfe  defended,  is  not 
only  moft  Chriftian  and  rational,  but  prudent  alfo ;  and 
the  contrary  (how  plaufible  foever  infinuated)  the  moft 
injurious  to  the  peace,  and  deftrudive  of  that  difcrect 
balance,  which  the  beft  and  wifeft  ftates  have  ever 
carefully  obferved. 

But  if  this  fair  and  equal  offer  find  not  a  place  with 
you,  on  which  to  reft  its  foot  $  much  lefs  that  it 
ihould  brin^usback  the  plive-branch  of  Toleration; 
we  heartily  embrace  and  blefs  the  providence  of  God  5 
and,  in  his  ftrength,  refolve  by  patience  to  outwcary 
perfecution,  and  by  our  conftant  fufferings  feek  to  ob- 
tain a  viftory,  more  glorious  than  any  our  adverfari^^ 
can  achieve  by  all  th^ix  cruelties. 

ViNCIT   QJTI   PATITUH^ 

From  a  prifpner  for  cppfcience  fake^ 

l^revgtte,  die  jrth  of  Jf^.  P. 

the  I  xth  montJi,  cal» 
led  Ff lur<uu7fl  s670« 
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PREFACE 


WERE  fome  as  Chriftian  as  they  boaft  them- 
felves  to  be»  it  would  favc  us  all  the  labour  we 
beftow  in  rendering  Perfecution  fo  unchriftian  as  it 
moft  truly  is.  Nay,  were  they  thofe  men  of  reafon 
they  charafter  themfelves,  and  what  the  civil  law  ftiles 
good  citizens^  it  had  been  needlefs  for  us  to  tell  thern^ 
that  neither  can  any  external  coercive  power  convince 
the  underftanding  of  the  pooreft  ideot^  nor  fines  and 
prifons  be  judged  fit  and  adequate  penalties  for  fa\ilts 
purely  intelledhial ;  as  well  as  that  they  arc  deftrudtive 
of  all  civil  government. 

But  we  need  not  run  fo  far  as  beyond  the  feas,  to 
fetch  the  fenfe  of  the  Codes,  Inftitutes,  and  Digefls^ 
out  of  the  Corpus  Civile,  to  adjudge  fuch  practices  in- 
congruous with  the  good  of  civil  fociety  j  fince  our 
own  good,  old,  admirable  laws  of  England  have  made 
fiich  excellent  provifion  for  its  inhabitants,  that  if  they 
were  but  thought  as  fit  to  be  executed  by  this  prefent 
age,  as  they  were  rightly  judged  necelTary  to  be  made 
by  our  careful  anceftors,  we  know  how  great  a  ftroke 
they  would  jgive  fuch  as  venture  to  lead  away  our  pro* 
pcrty  in  triumph  (as  our  juft  forfeiture)  for  only  wor-* 
Clipping  our  God  in  a  differing  way  from  that  which  is 
more  generally  profefTed  and  eftabiifhed. 

And  indeed  it  is  moft  truly  lamentable,  that  above 
Others  (who  have  been  found  in  fo  unnatural  and  anti« 

A  3  chriftian 
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chriftian  an  employment)  thofe  that  by  their  own  ffc- 
quent  pradtices  and  voluminous  apologies,  have  de- 
fended a  reparation  from  the  Papacy,  ihould  now  be- 
come fuch  earneft  perfecutors  for  it ;  not  confidering, 
that  the  enaftion  of  fuch  laws  as  reftrain  perfons  from 
the  free  exercife  of  their  confciences  in  matters  of  re- 
ligion, is  but  a  knotting  whip-cord  to  lafh  their  own 
pofterity ;  \diom  they  can  never  promife  to  be  con- 
formed to  a  National  Religion.  Nay,  fince  mankind 
is  fubjeft  to  fuch  mutability,  they  cannot  enfure  them- 
felves  from  being  taken  by  fome  perfuafions  that  are 
cfteemed  heterodox,  and  confequently  catch  themfelves 
in  fnares  of  their  own  providing.  And  for  men  thus 
liable  to  change,  and  no  ways  certain  of  their  own  be- 
lief to  be  the  mofl  infallible,  as  by  their  multiplied 
conceflions  may  appear,  to  enaA  any  religion,  or  pro- 
hibit perfons  from  the  free  exercife  of  theirs,  founds 
harfh  in  the  ears  of  all  modeft  and  unbiaffed  men. 
We  are  bold  to  fay,  our  Proteftant  anceftors  thought 
of  nothing  lefs,  than  to  be  fucceeded  by  perfons  vain- 
glorious of  their  Reformation,  and  yet  adverfaries  to 
Liberty  of  Confcience  :  For  to  people  in  their  wits  it 
feems  a  paradox. 

Not  that  we  are  fo  ignorant,  as  to  think  it  is  with- 
in the  reach  of  human  power  to  fetter  confcience,  or 
to  reftrain  its  liberty,  ftriftly  taken :  but  that  plain 
Englilh,  of  Libertyof  Confcience,  we  would  be  un- 
derftood  to  mean,  is  this;  namely,  ^  The  free  and  un- 

*  interrupted  exercife  of  our  confciences,  in  that  way 

*  of  worfhip  we  are  moft  clearly  perfuaded  God  re- 

*  quires  us  to  ferve  him  in,  without  endangering  our 

*  undoubted  birth-right  of  Englifh  freedoms  :'  Which 
being  matter  of  Faith,  we  fin  if  we  omit  j  and  they 
cannot  do  lefs,  that  fhall  endeavour  it. 

To  tell  us  we  are  obftinate,  and  enemies  to  govern- 
ment^ are  but  thofe  groundlefs  phrafes  the  firft  reform- 
ers were  not  a  little  peftered  with  :  but  as  they  faid, 
fo  fay  we.  The  being  called  this,  or  that,  docs  not 
conclude  US  fo  •  and  hitherto  we  have  not  been  de- 
tected 
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tefted   of  that  faft>  which  only  juftifies  fuch  crimi* 
nations. 

But  however  free  we  can  approve  oiirfelves  of  ac- 
tions prejudicial  to  the  civil  government  j  it  is  mod 
certain  we  have  not  fufFered  a  little,  as  criminals,  and 
therefore  have  been  far  from  being  free  from  fufFer- 
ings  J  indeed,  in  fome  refpeft,  horrid  plunders  :  wi- 
dows have  loft  their  cows,  orphans  their  beds,  and 
labourers  their  tools.  A  tragedy  fo  fad,  that  methinks 
it  fhould  oblige  them  to  do  in  England  as  they  did  at 
Athens  t  when  they  had  facrificed  their  divine  Socra- 
tes to  the  fottilh  fury  of  their  lewd  and  comical  mul- 
titude, they  fo  regretted  their  hafty  murder,  that  not 
Only  the  memorial  of  Socrates  was  moft  venerable 
with  them  j  but  his  enemies  they  efteemedfomuch  theirs, 
that  none  would  trade  or  hold  the  leaft  commerce  with 
them ;  for  which  fome  turned  their  own  executioners, 
and  without  any  other  warrant  than  their  own  guilt, 
hanged  themfelves.  How  near  a-kin  the  wVetched 
mercenary  informers  of  our  age  are  to  thofe,  the 
great  refemblance  that  is  betwixt  their  aftions  mani- 
feftly  (hews. 

And  we  are  bold  to  fay^  the  grand  fomentors  of 
perfecution  are  no  better  friends  to  the  Englifh  ftate, 
than  were  Anytus  and  Ariftophanes  of  old  to  that  of 
Athens ;  the  cafe  being  fo  nearly  the  fame,  as  they  did 
not  more  bitterly  envy  the  reputation  of  Socrates  a- 
ildongft  the  Athenians  for  his  grave  and  religious  lec- 
tures (thereby  giving  the  youth  a  diverfion  from  fre-* 
quenting  their  plays)  than  fome  now  emulate  the  true 
diflenter,  for  his  pious  life,  and  great  induftry. 

And  as  that  famous  common-wealth  was  noted  to 
decline,  and  the  moft  obferving  perfons  of  it  dated 
its  decay  from  that  illegal  and  ingrateful  carriage  to- 
wards Socrates  (witnefs  their  dreadful  plagues,  with 
other  multiplied  difafters)  fo  it  is  not  lefs  worthy  ob- 
fervation,  that  heaven  hath  not  been  wholly  wanting 
to  fcourge  this  land,  for,  as  well  their  cruelty  to  the 
confcientious,  as  their  other  multiplied  proYoeations* 

^  4  And 
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And  when  wc  ferioufly  confider  the  dreadful  judg*. 
irfcnts  that  now  impend  the  nation  (by  reafon  of  the 
robbery,  violence,  unwonted  oppreflion,  that  almoft 
every- where  have  not  only  been  committed  upon  the 
poor,  the  widow,  and  the  fatherlefs ;  but  moft  tena- 
cioufly  juftified,  and  the  adtors  manifeftly  encouraged) 
in  mere  pity  and  concern  for  the  everlafting  welfare 
of  fiich  as  have  not  quite  finned  away  their  vifitation 
(for  fome  have)  we  once  more  bring  to  public  view 
our  reafons  againft  perfecution,  backed  with  the  plain- 
eft  inftances  both  of  Scripture  and  Antiquity ;  if  but 
one  may  ht  perfuaded  to  defift  from  making  any  far- 
ther progrefs  in  fuch  an  anti-proteftant,  and  truly 
anti-chriftian  path,  as  that  of  perfecuting  honeft  and 
virtuous  Englilhmen,  for  only  worlhipping  the  God 
that  made  them  in  the  way  they  judge  moft  acceptable 
with  him. 

But  if  thofe  who  ought  to  think  themfelves  obliged 
to  weigh  thefe  affairs  with  the  greateft  deliberation, 
will  obftinately  clofc  their  eyes  to  thefe  laft  remon- 
ftrances,  and  (lightly  over-look  the  pinching  cafe  of 
fo  many  thoufand  families,  that  are  by  thefe  fcverities 
expofed  for  prey  to  the  unfatiable  appetites  of  a  villain* 
ous  crew  of  broken  informers,  daubing  themfelves 
with  that  deluding  apprehenfion  of  pleaQng  God,  or 
at  Icaft  of  profiting  the  country  5  (whilft  they  greatly 
difpleafc  the  one,  and  evidently  ruin  the  other)  as 
certain  as  ever  the  Lord  God  Almighty  deftroyed 
Sodom,  and  layed  wafte  Gomorrah,  by  the  confuming 
flames  of  his  juft  indignation,  will  he  haften  to  make 
defolate  this  wanton  land,  and  not  leave  an  hiding- 
place  for  the  oppreflbr. 

Let  no  man  therefore  think  himfelf  too  big  to  be 
admonifhed,  nor  put  too  flight  a  value  upon  the  Lives, 
Liberties,  and  Properties  of  fo  many  thoufand  free- 
born  Engiifh  families,  embarked  in  that  one  concern 
of  Liberty  of  Confcience.  It  will  become  him  bet- 
ter to  reflefl  upon  his  own  mortality,  and  not  forget 
his  breath  is  in  his  hoftrils,  and  that  every  aftion  of 
his  life  the  everlafting  God  will  bring  to  judgment, 
And  him  for  them, 

CHAP. 
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CHAP      I. 

That  impofition,  reftraint,  and  perfecution  for  confci* 
encc  lake,  highly  invade  the  Divine  prerogative, 
and  diveft  the  Ahiiighty  of  a  right,  due  to  none 
befides  himfelf,  and  that  in  five  eminent  particulars. 

TH  E  g^eat  cafe  of  Liberty  of  Confcicnce,  fo  of- 
ten debated  and  defended  (however  diflatisfac- 
tonly  to  fuch  as  have  fo  little  confcicnce  as  to  perfecutc 
for  it)  is  once  naorc  brought  to  publick  view,  by  a 
late  a<5t  againft  DifTenters,  and  Bill,  or  an  additional 
one,  that  we  all  hoped  the  wifdom  of  our  rulers  had 
long  fince  laid  afide,  as  what  was  fitter  to  be  pafTed 
into  an  ad  of  perpetual  oblivion.  The  kingdoms  are 
alarmed  at  this  procedure,  and  thoufands  greatly  at  a 
ftand,  wondering  what  fhould  be  the  meaning  of  fuch 
hafty  rcfolutions,  that  feem  as  fatal  as  they  were  un- 
expeded.  Some  afk  what  wrong  they  have  done? 
others,  what  peace  they  have  broken  ?  and  all,  what 
plots  they  have  formed  to  prejudice  the  prefent  go- 
vernment, or  occafions  given  to  hatch  new  jealoulies 
of  them  and  their  proceedings  ?  being  not  confcious  to 
then>felve8  of  guilt  in  any  fuch  refpeft. 

For  mine  own  part,  I  publickly  confefs  myfelf  to  be 
a  very  hearty  Diffenter  from  the  eftablifhed  worfhip  of 
thefe  nations,  as  believing  Proteftants  to  have  much 
degenerated  from  their  firft  principles,  and  as  owning 
the  poor  defpifcd  Quakers,  in  life  and  doftrine,  to  have 
cfpoufed  the  caufe  of  God,  and  to  be  the  undoubted 
followers  of  Jefus  Chrift,  in  his  mod  holy,  flrait,  and 
narrow  way,  that  leads  to  the  eternal  refl.  In  all  which 
I  know  no  treafon,  nor  any  principle  that  would  urge 
me  to  a  thought  injurious  to  the  civil  peace.  If  any 
be  defeftive  in  this  particular,  it  is  equal  both  indivi- 
duals and  whole  focieties  fhould  anfwer  for  their  own 
defaults ;  but  we  are  clear. 

However,  all  conclude  that  union  very  ominous  and 
unhappy^  which  makes  the  firft  difcovery  of  itfelf  "  by 
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*^  a  John  Baptift's  head  in  a  charger."  They  mean 
that  feaft  which  feme  are  defigned  to  make  upon  the 
liberties  and  properties  of  free-born  Englifhmen  i 
Since  to  have  the  entail  of  thofe  undoubted  heredi-* 
tary  rights  cut  off,  for  matters  purely  relative  of  ano- 
ther world,  is  a  fevere  beheading  in  the  law:  which 
muft  be  obvious  to  all,  but  fuch  as  meafure  the  juf- 
tice  of  things  onljr,  by  that  proportion  they  bear  with 
their  own  intereft.  A  fort  or  men  that  feek  themfelvesi 
though  at  the  apparent  lofs  of  whole  focieties;  like,  to 
that  barbarous  fancy  of  old,  which  had  rather  that 
Rome  ihould  burn,  than  it  be  without  the  fatisfaftion 
of  a  bon-fire.  And  fad  ie  is,  when  men  have  fo  far 
ftupefied  their  underftandings  with  the  ftrong  dofes  of 
their  private  intereft,  as  to  become  infenfible  of  the 
public's.  Certainly  fuch  an  over-fondnefs  for  felf,  or 
that  ftrong  inclination  to  raife  themfelves  in  the  ruin 
of  what  doesv  not  fo  much  oppofe  them,  as  that  they 
will  believe  fo,  becaufe  they  would  be  perfecuting,  is 
a  malignant  enemy  to  that  tranquillity,  which  ail  dif- 
fcnting  parties  feem  to  believe  would  be  the  confc- 
quencc  of  a  toleration. 

In  fhort  we  fay,  there  can  be  but  two  ends  in  per* 
fecution  ;  the  one  to  fatisfy  (which  none  can  ever  do) 
the  infatiable  appetites  of  a  decimating  clergy  (whofe 
beft  arguments  are  fines  and  imprifonmehts)  j  and  the 
other,  as  thinking  therein  they  do  God  good  fervice  s 
but  it  is  fo  hateful  a  thing  upon  any  account,  that  we 
fliall  make  it  appear,  by  this  enfuing  difcourfe,  to  be 
a  declared  enemy  to  God,  religion,  and  the  good  of 
human  fociety. 

The  whole  will  be  fmall,  fince  it  is  but  an  epitome 
of  no  larger  a  traft  than  fourteen  Iheets ;  yet  divides 
itfelf  into  the  fame  particulars,  every  of  which  we^all 
defend  againft  impofition,  reftraint,  and  perfecution, 
though  not  with  that  fcope  of  reafon  (nor  confeqijently 
pleafure  to  the  readers)  being  by  other  contingent  dif- 
appointments  limited  to  a  narrow  ftint* 

The 
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The  terms  explained,  and  the  queftion  flated. 

Firft,  By  Liberty  of  Confcience,  we  underftand  not 
only  a  mere  Liberty  of  the  Mind,  in  believing  or  dif- 
believing  this  or  that  principle  or  dodtrine  j  but  *  the 
'  exercife  of  ourfelves  in  a  vifible  way  of  worfhip, 
^  upon  our  believing  it  to  be  indifpenfably  required  at 
*  our  hands,  that  if  we  negledt  it  for  fear  or  favour  of 
any  mortal  man,  we  fin,  and  incur  divine  wrath/ 
Yet  we  would  be  fo  underftood  to  extend  and  juftify 
the  lawfulnefs  of  our  fo  meeting  to  worfhip  God,  as 
not  to  contrive,,  or  abet  any  contrivance  deftrudtive  of 
the  government  and  laws  of  the  land,  tending  to  mat- 
ters of  an  external  nature,  diredtly  or  indiredtly  j  but 
ft)  far  only  as  it  may  refer  to  religious  matters,  and  a 
life  to  come,  and  confequently  wholly  independent  of 
the  fecular  affairs  of  this,  wherein  we  are  fuppofed  to 
tranfgrefs. 

Secondly,  By  impoGtion,  reftraint,  and  perfecution, 
we  do  not  only  mean  the  ftrift  requiring  or  us  to  be- 
lieve this  to  be  true,  or  that  to  be  falfe  -,  and  upon  re- 
fufal,  to  incur  the  penalties  enafted  in  fuch  cafes  5  but 
by  thofe  terms  we  mean  thus  much,  *  any  coercive  lett 

*  or  hindrance  to  us,  from  meeting  together  to  perform 

*  thofe  religious  exercifes  which  arc  according  to  our 

*  faith  and  perfuafion." 

The  queftion  ftated. 

For  proof  of  the  aforefaid  terms  thus  given,  we 
fmgly  ftate  the  queftion  thus ; 

Whether  impofition,  reftraint,  and  perfecution,  upon 
perfons  for  exercifing  fuch  a  liberty  of  confcience  as  is 
befojtc  exprefted,  and  fo  circumftantiated,  be  not  to 
impeach  the  honour  of  God,  the  meeknefs  of  the  Chri- 
ftian  religion,  the  authority  of  Scripture,  the  privilege 
of  nature,  the  principles  of  common  reafon,  the  well 
being  of  government,  and  apprehenfions  of  the  greatcft 
perfonages  of  former  and  latter  ages  i 

Firft, 
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Firft,  Then  we  fay,  that  Impofition,  Reftraint,  and 
Perfecutiori,  for  matters  relating  to  confcicnce,  dircdtly 
invade  the  divine  prerogative,  and  diveft  the  Almighty 
of  a  due,  proper  to  none  befides  himfclf.  And  this 
we  prove  by  thcfe  five  particulars  : 

Firft,  If  we  do  allow  the  honour  of  our  creation 
due  to  God  only,  and  that  no  other  befides  himfelf 
has  endowed  us  with  thofe  excellent  gifts  of  Under- 
ftanding,  Reafon,  Judgment,  and  Faith,  and  confe* 
i|uently  that  he  only  is  the  objedt,  as  well  as  the  au- 
thor, both  of  our  Faith,  Worlhip,  and  Service ;  then 
whofoever  fhall  interpofe  their  authority  to  enadt  faith 
and  worfliip  in  a  way  that  feems  not  to  us  congruous 
with  what  he  has  difcovered  to  us  to  be  faith  and  wor- 
fliip (whofc  alone  property  it  is  to  do  it)  or  to  reftrai* 
us  from  what  we  arc  perfuaded  is  our  indifpenfable 
duty,  they  evidently  ufurp  this  authority,  and  invade 
his  incommunicable  right  of  government  over  coh- 
fcience :  *  For  the  Infpiration  of  the  Almighty  gives 
^  underftanding:  and  faith  is  the  gift  of  God,'  fays 
the  divine  writ. 

Secondly,  Such  magifterial  determinations  carry  an 
evident  claim  to  that  infallibility,  which  Proteftants 
have  been  hitherto  fo  jealous  of  owning,  that,  to  avoid 
the  Papifts,  they  have  denied  it  to  <all  but  God  him- 
felf. 

Either  they  have  forfook  their  old  plea  j  or  if  not, 
we  defire  to  know  when,  and  where,  they  were  inveft- 
ed  with  that  divine  excellency  j  and  whether  impofi- 
tion,  reftraint,  and  perfecution,  were  ever  deemed  by 
God  the  fruits  of  his  Spirit.  However,  that  itfelf  was 
not  fufficient ;  for  unlefs  it  appear  as  well  to  us  chat 
they  have  it,  as  to  them  whc?  have  it,  wp  cannot  be- 
lieve it  upon  any  convincing  evidence,  but  by  tradi- 
tion only  i  an  anti-proteftant  way  of  believing. 

Thirdly,  It  enthrones  man  as  king  over  confcience, 
the  alone jull  claim  and  privilege  of  his  Creator;  whofe 
thoughts  are  not  as  mens  thoughts,  but  has  referved  to 
himfelf  that  empire  from  all  the  Csefars  on  earth :  For 
if  men^  in  reference  to  fouU  and  bodicsj^  things  apper- 
taining 
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tuning  to  this  and  the  other  world,  ihall  be  fubjed  to 
their  rellow-creatures,  what  follows,  but  that  Caefar 
(however  he  got  it)  has  all,  God's  fhare,  and  his  own 
too  ?  And  being  Lord  of  both^  both  are  Casfar's^  and 
not  God's. 

Fourthly,  It  defeats  God's  work  of  Grace,  and  the 
invifible  operation  of  his  eternal  Spirit,  (which  can 
alone  beget  faith,  and  is  only  to  be  obeyed,  in  and 
about  religion  and  worlhip)  and  attributes  mens  con- 
formity  to  outward  force  and  corporal  puniihments.  A. 
faith  fubjeft  to  as  many  revolutions  as  the  powers  that 
cna6t  it. 

Fifthly  and  laftly.  Such  perfonsaflTume  the  judgment 
of  the  great  tribunal  unto  themfelves  $  for  to  whom^ 
focver  men  are  impofedly  or  rcftriftively  fubje&  and 
accountable  in  matters  of  faith,  worihipand  confciencei 
b  them  alone  muft  the  power  of  judgment  refide: 
but  it  is  equally  true  that  God  fhall  judge  all  by  Jeluf 
Cbrift ;  and  that  no  man  is  fo  accountable  to  his  fd^ 
low-creatures,  as  to  be  impofed  upon,  reftrained.  Of 
perfecuted  for  any  matter  of  confcience  whatever. 

Thus,  and  in  m^y  more  particulars,  are  men  accu(^ 
tomed  to  intrench  upon  Divine  Property,  to  grati^r 
particular  interefts  in  the  world ;  and  (at  belt)  through 
a  mifguided  apprehenfion  to  imagine  '  they  do  God 
*  good  fervice,'  that  where  they  cannot  sivt  (aith, 
they  will  ufe  force  $  which  kind  of  Cicrifice  is  nothings 
lefs  unreafonable  than  the  other  is  abominable :  Go4 
will  not  give  his  honour  to  another  i  and  to  him  only, 
that  fearches  the  heart  and  tries  the  reins,  it  is  oui^ 
duty  to  afcribe  the  gifts  <3f  underftanding  and  faith^ 
without  which  none  can  pleafe  God. 
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CHAP    II. 

They  overturn  the  Chrillian  Religion ;  i ,  In  the  na- 
ture of  it,  which  is  mceknefs ;  2.  In  the  prafticc 
of  it,  which  is  fuffering  j  3.  In  the  promotion  of 
it,  fince  all  farther  difcoveries  are  prohibited  i  4. 
In  the  rewards  of  it,  which  are  eternal. 

• 

THE  next  great  evil  which  attends  external  force 
in  matters. of  faith  and  worlhip,  is  no  lefs  than 
the  overthrow  of  the  whole  Chriftian  religion ;  and  this 
we  will  briefly  evidence  in  thefe  four  particulars,  i. 
That  there  can  be  nothing  more  remote  from  the 
nature,  a.  The  pradtice,  3.  The  promotion,  4.  The 
rewards  of  it. 

Firft,  It  h  the  privilege  of  the  Chriftian  faith  above 
the  dark  fuggeftions  of  ancient  and  modern  fuperftiti- 
cpa.  traditions,  to  carry  with  it  a  moft  felf-evidencing 
yerity,  whichever  was  fufficient  toprofelyte  believers, 
without  th^  weak  auxiliaries  of  external  power.  The 
Son  of  God,  and  great  example  of  the  world,  was  fo 
far  front  calling  his  Father's  omnipotency  in  legions  of 
angels  to  his  defence,  that  he  at  once  repealed  all  a6):s 
p{  force,  and  defined  to  us  the  nature  of  his  religion 
in  this  oflie  great  faying  of  his.  My  kingdom  is  not 
w  THIS  WORLD.  It  was  fpiritual,  not  carnal ;  accom- 
panied with  .weapons  as  heavenly  as  its  own  nature, 
and  defigned  for  the  good  and  falvation  of  the  foul, 
^nd  not  the  injury  and  deftruftion  of  the  body:  no  gaols, 
^nes,.  wiles,  &:c.  but  *  found  Reafon,  clear  Truth, 
*  and  ftrift  Life.*  v  In  (hort, '  the  Chriftian  religion  in- 
treats  all,  but  compels  none. 

Secondly,  That  reftraint  and  perfecution  overturn 
the  praftice  of  it.  I  need  go  no  farther  than  the  al- 
lowed Martyrologies  of  feveral  ages,  of  which  the 
Scriptures  claim  a  fliare ;  begin  with  Abel,  go  down  to 
Mofes,  fo  to  the  Prophets,  and  then  to  the  meek  ex- 
ample of  Jefus  Chrift  himfelf  j  how  patiently  devoted 
was  he(  to' undergo  the  contradiftions  of  men !  and  fo 

far 
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far  from  perfecuting  any,  that  he  would  not  fo  much 
as  revile  his  perfecutors,  but  prayed  for  them :  Thus 
lived  his  apoftles,  and  the  true  Chriftians  of  the  firft 
three  hundred  years.  Nor  arc  the  famous  ftories  of 
our  firft  reformers  filent  in  the  matter;  witnefs  the 
Chriftian  practices  of  the  Waldenfes,  Lollards,  Huf* 
fites,  Lutnerans,  and  our  noble  martyrs ;  who,  as  be* 
came  the  true  followers  of  Jefus  Chrift,  cnadted  and 
confirmed  their  religion  with  their  own  blood,  and  not 
with  the  blood  of  their  pppofcrs. 

Thirdly,  Reftraint  and  perfecution  obftrufb  the  pro- 
motion of  the  Chriftian  Religion :  For  if  fuch  as  re- 
ftrain,  confefs  themfelvcs  *  miferable  finners,  and  al- 
*  together  imperfeft,'  it  either  follows,  that  they  never 
dcfire  to  be  better,  or  that  they  fhould  encourage  fuch 
as  may  be  capable  of  farther  informing  and  reforming 
them:  They  condemn  the  Papifts  for  incoffining  the 
fcriptures  and  their  worihip  in  an  unknown  tongue, 
and  yet  are  guilty  thcmfelves  of  the  fame  kind -of 
faft. 

Fourthly,  They  prevent  many  of  eternal  rewards : 
for  where  any  are  religious  for  fear,  and  that  of  men, 
it  is  flavifli,  and  the  recompence  of  fuch  religion  is 
condemnation,  hot  peace:  befides,  it  is  man  that  is 
ferved ;  who  having  no  power  but  what  is  temporary, 
his  reward  muft  needs  be  fo  too :  he  that  impofes  a 
duty,  or  reftrains  from  one,  muft  reward;  but  becaufe 
no  man  can  reward  for  fuch  duties,  no  man  can  or 
ought  to  impofe  them,  or  reftrain  from  them.  So  that 
we  conclude  Impofition,  Reftraint  and  Perfecution, 
are  deftniftive  of  the  Chriftian  religion,  in  the  Na- 
ture^ Praftice,  Promotion  and  Rewards  of  it,  which 
are  eternal. 
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They  oppofc  the  plaincft  tcftimonies  of  divine  writ 
that  can  be^  Which  condemn  all  force  upon  con- 
fcience. 

WE  farther  fay,  that  impofition,  reftraint  and 
perfecution  are  repugnant  to  the  plain  teftimo- 
nies  and  precepts  of  the  fcriptures. 

I .  *  The  infpiration  of  the  Almighty  gives  under-- 
ftanding/    Job  xxxii.  8. 

If  no  man  can  believe  before  he  underftands,  Md 
ho  man  undcrftand  before  he  is  in{pired  of  God  j  then 
are  the  impofitions  of  men  excluded  as  unreafonable 
^d  their  pcrfecutions  for  non-obedience  as  inhuman. 

t*     ^  Wo  Unto  them  that  take  counfel,  but  not  of 

*  me/  Ifa.  XXX.  I. 

.3.     *  Wo  unto  them  that  make  a  man  an  offender 

*  for  a  word,  and  lay  a  fnare  for  htm  that  reproves  in 

*  the  gate,  and  turn  afide  the  juft  for  a  thing  of  nought/ 
Ifa.  xxix.  15,  21. 

4.  *  Let  the  wheat  and  the  tares  grqw  together, 

*  until  the  time  of  the  harveft,  or  end  of  the  world/ 
Matt.  xiii.  27,  28,  29. 

5.  *  And  Jefus  called  them  unto  him,  and  faid, 
«  Ye  know  that  the  princes  of  the  Gentiles  exercife  do- 

*  minion  over  them,  and  they  that  are  great  exercife 

*  authority  upon  them  -,  but  it  fhall  not  be  fo  amongft 

*  you/     Matt.  xx.  25,  26. 

6.  '  And  Jefus  faid  unto  them.  Render  unto  Casfar 
«  the  things  that  are  Caefar's,.  and  unto  God  the  things 

*  that  are  God's.     Luke  xx.  25. 

7.  *  When  his  difciples  faw  this,  (that  ther?  wer^^ 

*  non-conformifts  then,   as  well  as  now)   they  faidj^ 

*  Wilt  thou  that  we  command  fire  to  come  down  from 
<  heaven  and  confume  them,  as  Elias  did?  but  he 
^  turned  and  rebuked  them,  and  faid.  Ye  know  not, 

*  what  fpirit  ye  are  of  i  for  the  Son  of  man  is  not  come 

*  to  deffa-oy  mens  liv?s,  but  to  fave  them/    Luke  ix^ 

54>  55*  56. 


LIBERTY  OF  CONSCIENCE.  17 

8.  *  Howbeit,  when  the  Spirit  of  truth  is  come, 
lie  fliall  lead  you  into  all  truth/     John  xvi.  8.  13. 

9.  *  But  now  the  anointing  which  ye  have  received 

*  of  him,  abides  in  you ;   and  you  need  not  that  any 

*  man  teach  you,'  (much  lefs  impofe  upon  any,  or  re- 
ilrain  them  from  what  any  are  perfuaded  it  leads  to) 

*  but  as  the  fame  anointing  teaches  you  of  all  things, 
^  and  is  truth,  and  is  no  lye.'     i  John  ii.  27. 

10.  *  Dearly  beloved,  avenge  not  yourfelves;  but 

*  rather  give  place  unto  wrath'  (much  lefs  (hould  any 
be,  wrathful  that  are  called  Chriftians,  where  no  oc- 
cafion  is  given).    *  Therefore  if  thine  enemy  hunger, 

*  feed  him;   and  if  he  thirft,  give  him  drink;  recom- 

*  pence  no  man  evil  for  evil.'     Rom.  xii.  19,  20,  21. 

11.  ^  For  though  we  walk  in  the  flefh,'  (that  is, 
in  the  body,  or  vifible  world)  '  we  do  not  war  after 

*  the  flefti ;  for  the  weapons  of  our  warfare  are  not 

*  carnal.'  2  Cor.  x.  J*  (but  fines  and  imprifonments 
are ;  and  fuch  ufe  not  the  apoftles  weapons  that  employ 
thofe).  *  For  a  bifliop,  i  Tim.  iii.  3.  (faith  Paul) 
^  mull  be  of  good  behaviour,  apt  to  teach,  no  ftriker  ; 
'  but  be  gentle  unto  all  men,  patient,  in  meeknefs  in- 

*  ftrudting,  (not  perfecuting)  thofe  that  oppofe  them- 
^  felves,  if  God  peradventure  will  give  them  repent- 
'  ance  to  the  acknowledging  of  the  truth.'  2  Tim.  ii. 
24,  25. 

12.  Laftly,  We  Ihall  fubjoin  one  paflage  more,  and 
then  no  more    of  this   particular;    '  Whatfoever  yc 

*  would  that  men  Ihould  do  co  you,  do  ye'  even  fo  to 

*  them.'  Matt,  vii*  12.     Luke  vi.  31. 

Now  upon  the  whole,  we  ferioufly  afk.  Whether 
any  Ihould  be  impofed  upon,  or  reftrained,  in  matters 
of  faith  and  worfhip  ?  Whether  fuch  pradtices  become 
the  gofpel,  or  are  fuitable  to  Chrift's  meek  precepts  and 
fufFering  doftrine?  And  laftly.  Whether  thofe,  who 
ai:e  herein  guilty,  do  to  us  as  they  would  be  done  unto 
by  others  ? 

What  if  any  were  once  fevere  to  you ;  many  are  un- 
concerned in  that,  who  are  yet  liable  to  the  lafh,  as  if 
they  were  not.  But  if  you  once  thought  the  impofition 
Vol.  III.  B  of 
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of  a  direftory  unrcafoi>able,  and  a  reftraint  from  your 
way  of  worfhip  unchriftian,  can  you  believe  that-  Li- 
berty of  Confcience  is  changed,  becaufe  the  Parties, 
in  point  of  power,  are  ?  Or  that  the  fame  reafons  dd 
not  yet  remain  in  vindication  of  an  indulgence  for 
others,  that  were  once  employed  by  you  for  your- 
felves  ?  Surely  fuch  conjeftures  would  argue  grofs 
weaknefs^  , 

To  conclude :  Whether  perfecutors  at  any  time  read 
the  Scriptures,  we  know  not ;  but  certain  we  are,  fuch 
praftice  as  little  of  them  as  may  be,  who  with  fo  much 
delight  rejeft  them,  and  think  it  no  fmall  acceflion  to 
the  difcovery  of  their  loyalty,  to  lead  us  and  our  pro- 
perties in  triumph  after  them. 

C  H  A  P.    IV. 

They  are  eneinies  to  the  privilege  of  nature;  i.  A$ 
rendering  fome  more,  and  others  lefs,  than  men; 
a.  As  fubverting  the  univerfal  good  that  is  God's 
gift  to  men ;  3.  As  deftroying  all  natural  afFe£tion» 
Next,  they  are  enemies  to  the  noble  principle  of 
reafon,  as  appears  in  feven  great  inftances. 

WE  farther  fay,  that  impofition,  reftraint,  and 
perfecution,  are  alfo  deftruftive  of  the  great 
privilege  of  nature  and  principle  of  reafon.  Of  nature, 
in  three  inftances : 

Firft,  If  God  Almighty  *  has  made  of  one  blood 
*  all  nations,'  as  himfelf  has  declared,  and  that  he  has 
given  them  both  fenfes  corporeal  and  intelle£hial,  to 
difcern  things  and  their  differences,  fo  as  to  affert  or 
deny  from  evidences  and  reafons  proper  to  each ;  theil 
where  any  one  enafts  the  belief  or  dift)elief  of  any 
thing  upon  the  reft,  or  reftrains  any  from  the  exerciic 
of  their  faith,  to  them  indifpenfable,  ftich  an  one  exalts 
himfelf  beyond  his  bounds,  enflaves  his  fellow-crcai. 
tures,  invades  their  right  of  liberty,  and  fo  pervert* 
iche  whole  order  of  nature. 

Secondly^ 
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Secondly,  Mankind  is  hereby  robbed  of  the  ufe  and 
benefit  of  that  inftinft  of  a  Deity,  which  is  fo  natural 
to  him,  that  he  can  be  no  more  without  it,  and  be, 
than  he  can  be  without  the  moft  effential  part  of  him- 
fclf.  For  to  what  ferves  that  divine  principle  in  the 
univerfality  of  mankind,  if  men  be  reftrifted  by  the 
prefcriptions  of  fome  individuals  ?  but  if  the  excellent 
nature  of  it  *  inclines  men  to  God,  not  man ;  if  the 
*  power  of  acculing  and  excufing  be  committed  to  it ; 
'  if  the  troubled  thoughts  and  fad  reflexions  of  forlorn 
'  and  dying  men  make  their  tendency  that  way  only,' 
(as  being  hopelefs  of  all  other  relief  and  fuccour  from 
any  external  power  or  command),  What  fhall  we  fay, 
but  that  fuch  as  invalidate  the  authority  of  this  hea-» 
vcnly  inftinft,  (as  impofition  and  reftraint  evidently 
do)  deftroy  nature^  or  that  privilege  which  men  are 
born  with,  and  to. 

Thirdly,  All  natural  affedion  is  deflroyed  :  for  thofe 
who  haye  fo  little  tendernefs,  as  to  perfecute  men  that 
cannot  for  confcience-fakc  yield  them  compliance,  ma- 
nifeflly  aft  injurioufly  to  their  fellow-creatures,  and 
confequently  are  enemies  to  nature ;  for  nature  being 
one  in  all,  fuch  as  ruin  thofe  who  are  equally  enti- 
led with  themfclves  to  nature,  ruin  it  in  them,  as  in 
liberty,  property,  &c.  and  fo  bring  the  ftate  of  nature 
to  the  ftate  of  war ;  as  the  great  Leviathan  of  the 
times,  as  ignorantly  as  boldly,  does  aflert. 

But,  fecondly.  We  alfo  prove  them  deftruftive  of 
the  noble  principle  of  reafon,  and  that  in  thefe  fevea 
particulars : 

I.  In  that  thofe  who  impofe,  or  reft  rain,  arc  un** 
certain  of  the  truth  and  juftinablenefs  of  their  aftions* 
In  either  of  thefe,  their  own  difcourfes  and  confeffions 
arc  pregnant  inftances,  where  they  tell  us,  that  they  do 
not  pretend  to  be  infallible,  only  they  humbly  con^ 
ccivc  it  IS  thus,  or  it  is  not.  Since  then  they  are  un- 
certain and  fallible,  how  can  they  impofe  upan,  or  re- 
train others,  whom  they  are  fo  far  from  affuring,  that 
they  are  not  able  to  do  ib  much  for  themfelvcs  i  Wh^c 
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is  this,  but  to  impofe  an  uncertain  faith,  upon  certain 
penalties  ? 

2.  As  he  that  afts  doubtfully  is  dannned,  fo  fail 
in  all  afts  of  religion  is  neceflary  :  now  in  order  to  bc^-j 
lieve,  we  muft  firft  will ;  to  will,  we  rhufl:  judge  •,  tol 
judge  any  thing,  we  muft  firft  underftand :  if  then  we 
cannot  be  faid  to  underftand  any  thing  againft  our 
underftanding;  no  more  can  we  judge,  will,  or  believe 
againft  our  underftanding:  and  if  the  doubter  be 
damned,  what  muft  he  be  that  conforms  direftly  againft 
his  judgment  and  belief,  and  they  likewife  that  re- 
quire it  from  him  ?  In  ftiort,  that  man  cannot  be  faid 
to  have  any  religion,  that  takes  it  by  another  man'J 
choice,  not  his  own. 

3.  Where  men  are  limited  in  matters  of  religiofli 
there  the  rewards  which  are  entailed  on  the  free  ads  ot 
men  are  quite  overthrown  j  and  fuch  as  fuperfede  th»l 
grand  charter  of  Liberty  of  Confcience,  fruftrate  all 
hopes  of  recompence,  by  rendering  thfe  adbions  of  men 
unavoidable.     But  thofe  think,  perhaps,  they  do  not] 
deftroy  all  freedom,  becaufe  they  ufe  fo  much  of  their 
own. 

4.  They  fubvert  all  true  religion ;  for  where  men 
believe,  not  becaufe  it  is  true,  but  becaufe  they  arc 
required  to  do  fo,  there  they  will  unbelieve,  not  be- 
caufe it  is  falfe,  but  fo  commanded  by  their  fuperiors^ 
whofe  authority  their  intereft  and  fecurity  oblige  thenci 
rather  to  obey,  than  difpute. 

5.  They  delude,  or  rather  compel  people  out  o^ 
their  eternal  rewards  ;  for  where  men  are  commanded 
to  aft  in  reference  to  religion,  and  can  neither  be  fc- 
cured  of  their  religion,  nor  yet  faved  harmlefs  fronci 
punifhment,  that  fo  afting  and  believing  diiprivilegeS 
them  for  ever  6f  that  recompence  which  is  providcdl 
for  the  faithful. 

6.  Men  have  their  liberty  and  choice  in  external 
matters ;  they  are  not  compelled  to  marry  this  per-^ 
fon,  to  con verfe  with  that,  to  buy  here,  to  eat  there^ 
nor  to  fleep  yonder;  yet  if  men  had  power  to  impofC! 
or  reftrain  in  any  ching>  one  would  think  it  fhouU 

h9 


LIBERTY  OF  CONSCIENCE.  -21 

be  in  fuch  exterior  matters :  but  that  this  liberty  ihould 
be  unqueftioned,  and  that  of  the  mind  deftroyed,  iffues 
here,  ^  That  it   does  not  unbrute  us,  but  unman  us : 

•  for  take  away  underftanding,  reafon,  judgment,  and 

•  faith,  and,  like  Nebuchadnezzar,  let  us  go  graze 
^  with  the  beafls  of  the  field*'  • 

Seventhly  and  laftly.  That  which-  moft  of  all  black- 
ens the  bufinefs,  is  persecution:  for  though  it  is  very 
unreafonable  to  require  faith  where  men  cannot  chufe 
but  doubt,  yet,  after  all,  to  punifh  them  for  difobedi- 
ence,  is  cruelty  in  the  abftrad: :  for  we  demand,  *  Shall 
*  men  fufFer  for  not  doing   what  they   cannot  do?' 
muft  they  be  perfecuted  here  if  they  do  not  go  againft 
their  confciences,  and  punilhed  hereafter  if  they  do  ? 
But  neither  is  this  all  ^  for  that  part  that  is  yet  mpft 
tinreafonable,  and  that  gives  the  cleared  fight  of  per- 
fecution,  is  ftill  behind,  namely,  '  The  nwnftrous  ar- 
*  guments  they  have  to  convince  an  heretick  with :' 
not  thofe  of  old,  as  fpiritual  as  the  Chriftian  religion, 
which  were,  *  to  admonifh,  warn,  and  finally  \o  rcjeft;* 
but  fuch  as  were  employed  by  the  perfecuting  Jews  and 
heathens  againft  the  Great  Example  of  the  world,  and 
fuch  as   followed  him,  and    by  the  inhuman  Papifts 
againft  our  firft  reformers,  as    '  clubs,  ftaves,  ftocks, 
1  *  pillories,  prifons,  dungeons,  exiles,  &c.  in  a  word, 
J  ^  ruin  to  whole  families  j  as  if  it  were  not  fo  much 
^  their  defign  to  convince  the  foul,  as  to  deftroy  the 
'  body/ 

To  conclude :  There  ought  to  be  an  adequation  and 
refemblance  betwixt  all  ends,  and  the  means  to  them  ; 
but  in  this  cafe  there  can  be  none  imaginable  :  the 
end,  is  the  conformity  of  our  judgments  and  under- 
ftandings  to  the  afts  of  fuch  as  require  it  j  the  means 
are  fines  and  imprifonments,  and  bloody  knocks  to 
boot. 

Now,  what  proportion  or  aflimilation  thefe  bear,  let 
the  fober  judge :  the  underftanding  can  never  be  con- 
vinced, nor  properly  fubmit,  but  by  fuch  arguments 
as  are  rational,  perfuafive,  and  fuitable  to  its  own  na- 
ture i  fomething  that  can  refolve  its  doubts,  anfwer 
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its  objeAions,  enervate  its  propofitions.  But  to  ima- 
gine thofe  barbarous  Newgate  inftmments  of  clubs, 
fines,  prifons,  &c.  with  that  whole  troop  of  external 
and  dumb  materials  of  force,  fhould  be  fit  arguments 
to  convince  the  underftanding,  fcatter  its  fcruples,  and 
finally  convert  it  to  thei^  religion,  is  altogether  irra- 
tional, cruel,  and  impoflible.  Force  may  make  an 
Jiyjpocrite;  *  it  is  faith,  grounded  upon  knowledge, 
*  and  confent,  that  makes  a  Chriftian.'  And  to  con- 
clude, as  we  can  never  betray  the  honour  of  our  con- 
formity (only  due  to  truth)  by  a  bafe  and  timorous 
hypocrify  to  any  external  violence  under  heaven ;  fo 
muft  we  needs  fay,  unreafonable  are  thofe  impofers, 
who  fecure  not  the  impofed  or  reftrained  from  what 
may  occur  to  them,  upon  their  account;  and  moil  in- 
human are  thofe  perfecutbrs  that  punifti  men  for  not 
obeying  therHj  though  to  their  utter  ruin. 


CHAP.    V. 

They  carry  a  contradiction  to  government ;  i .  In  the 
nature  of  it,  which  is  juftice.  2.  In  the  execution  of 
it,  which  is  prudence.  3.  In  the  end  of  it,  which 
is  fidelity.  Seven  common,  but  grand  objections, 
fairly  ftated,  and  briefly  anfwered. 

WE  next  urge,  that  force,  in  matters  relating  to 
confcience,  carries  a  plain  contradiction  to  go- 
vernment, in  the  nature,  execution,  and  end  of  it. 

By  government  we  underftand,  an  external  order  of 
juftice,  or  the  right  and  prudent  difciplining#  of  any 
fociety  by  juft  laws,  either  in  the  relaxation  or  execu- 
tion of  them. 

Firft,  It  carries  a  contradiction  to  government  in 
the  nature  of  it,  whidi  is  juftice,  and  that  in  three 
refpeCts. 

I.  It  is  the  firft  lefTon  that  great  Synterefis,  fo  much 
renowned  by  philofophers  and  civilians,  learns  man-^ 
kind,  *  To  do  as  they  would  be  done  to  4'  iince  he 

that 
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that  gives  what  he  would  not  take,  or  takes  what  he 
would  not  give,  only  fhews  care  for  himfelf,  but  nei- 
ther kindnefs  nor  juftice  for  another. 

2.  The  iuft  nature  of  government  lies  in  a  fair  and 
equal  retrioution : .  but  what  can  be  more  uncqual3 
than  that  men  Ihould  be  rated  more  than  their  pro- 
portion to  anfwer  the  neceffities  of  government,  and 
yet  that  they  Ihould  not  only  receive  no  protedbion 
from  it,  but  by  it  be  diffeifed  of  their  dear  liberty  and 
properties  ?  We  fay,  to  be  compelled  to  pay  that  power 
that  exerts  itfelf  to  ruin  thofe  that  pay  it,  or  that  any 
Ihould  be  required  to  enrich  thofe  that  ruin  them,  is 
hard  and  unequal,  and  therefore  contrary  to  the  juft 
nature  of  government.  If  we  muft  be  contributaries 
to  the  maintenance  of  it,  we  are  entitled  to  a  protec- 
tion from  it. 

3.  It  is  the  juftice  of  government  to  proportion 
penalties  to  the  crime  committed.  Now  granting  our 
diflent  to  be  a  fault,  yet  the  infliftion  of  a  corporal  or 
external  punilhment,  for  a  mere  mental  error  (and  that 
not  voluntary)  is  unreafonable  and  inadequate,  as 
well  as  againft  particular  direftions  of  the  fcriptures. 
Tit.  iii.  9,  10,  II.  For  as  corporal  penalties  cannot 
convince  the  underftanding ;  fo  neither  can  they  be 
commenfurate  punifhments  for  faults  purely  intellec«r 
tual :  and  for  the  government  of  this  world  to  inters 
meddle  with  what  belongs  to  the  government  of  ano^ 
ther,  and  which  can  have  no  ill  afpedt  or  influence 
upon  it,  (hews  more  of  invafion  than  right  and  juf- 
jice. 

Secondly,  It  carries  a  contradidtion  to  government 
in  the  execution  of  it,  which  is  prudence,  and  that  in 
thefe  inftances. 

1.  The  ftate  of  the  cafe  is  this,  that  there  is  no  rc- 
publick  fo  great,  no  empire  fo  vaft,  but  the  laws  of 
them  are  refolvable  intothefe  two  feries  or  heads; 

*  Of  laws  fundamental,  which  are  indifpenfable  and 
^  immutable  i  and  laws  fuperficial,  which  are  tempo- 

*  rary  and  alterable:*  and  as  it  is  juftice  and  prudence 
tfii  be  pvmftual  in  the  execution  of  the  former,  fo,  by 
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circtinfiftances,  it  may  be  neither  to  execute  the  latter^ 
they  being  fuited  to  the  prefent  conveniency  and  emer- 
gency of  ftate ;  as  the  prohibiting  of  cattle  out  of  Ire- 
land was  judged  of  advantage  to  the  farmers  of  Eng- 
land, yet  a  murrain  would  make  it  the  good  of  the 
whole  that  the  law  ihould  be  broke,  or  at  leaft  the  exe- 
cution of  it  fufpended.  That  the  law  of  reftraint,  in 
point  of  confcience,  is  of  this  number,  we  may  farther 
manifeft,  and  the  imprudence  of  thinking  otherwife : 
for  firft,  if  the  faying  were  as  true  as  it  is  falfe,  *^  No 
**  bilhop,  no  king,"  (which  admits  of  various  read- 
ings ;  as,  **  no  decimating  clergy,  or  no  perfecution, 
*'  no  king,")  we  ftiould  be  as  filent  as  fome  would  have  • 
us ;  but  the  confidence  of  their  aflertion,  and  the  im- 
policy of  fuch  as  believe  it,  makes  us  to  fay,  that  a 
greater  injury  cannot  be  done  to  the  prefent  govern- 
ment. For  if  fuch  laws  and  eftablifhments  are  funda- 
mental, they  are  as  immutable  as  mankind  itfelf ;  buc 
that  they  are  as  alterable  as  the  conjeftures  and  opi- 
nions of  governors  have  been,  is  evident ;  fince  the 
fame  fundamental  indifpenfable  laws  and  policy  of  thefe 
kingdoms  have  ftill  remained,  through  all  variety  of 
oppofite  ruling  opinions  andjudgments,  and  disjoined 
from  th^m  all.  Therefore  to  admit  of  fuch  a  fixation 
to  temporary  laws,  muft  needs  be  highly  imprudent, 
and  deftruftive  of  the  effential  parts  of  the  govern- 
ment of  thefe  countries, 

2.  That  fipce  there  has  been  a  time  of  connivance, 
and  that  with  no.  ill  fuccefs  to  public  affairs,  it  can- 
not be  prudence  to  difcontinue  it,  unlefs  it  was  impru- 
dence before  to  give  it  i  and  fuch  little  deferve  it  that 
think  fo. 

3.  Diflenters  not  being  confcious  to  themfelves  of 
any  juft  forfeiture  of  that  favour,  are  as  well  grieved 
in  their  refentn^ents  of  this  alteration,  as  the  contrary 
did  oblige  them  to  very  grateful  acknowledgments. 

4.  This  muf^  be  done  to  gratify  all,  or  the  greatefl 
part,  or  but  fome  few  only :  it  is  a  demonftration,  all 
are  not  pleafed  with  it ;  that  the  greateft  number  is 
not,  the  empty  public  auditories  will  fpcak:  in  fliort, 

how 
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how  fliould  either  be,  when  fix  parties  are  facrificed  to 
the  feventh :  that  this  cannot  be  prudence,  common 
maxims  and  obfervations  prove, 

5.  It  ftrikes  fatally  at  Proteftant  fincerity :  for  will 
the  Papifts  fay.  Did  Proteftants  exclaim  againft  us  for 
perfecutors,  and  are  they  now  the  men  themfelves? 
Was  it  an  inftancc  of  weaknefs  in  our  religion,  and  is 
it  become  a  demonftration  of  ftrength  in  theirs  ?  Have 
they  tranfmuted  it  from  antichriftian  in  us,  to  chriC- 
tian  in  themfelyes  ?  let  perfecutors  anfwer. 

6.  It  is  not  only  an  example,  but  an  incentive  to 
the  Romanifts  to  perfecute  the  reformed  religion 
abroad :  for  when  they  fee  their  aftions  (once  void  of 
all  excufe)  now  defended  by  the  example  of  Proteftants, 
that  once  accufed  them,  (but  now  thcmfelves)  doubt- 
Jefs  they  will  revive  their  cruelty. 

7.  It  overturns  the  very  ground  of  the  Proteftants 
retreat  from  Rome :  for  if  men  muft  be  reftrained,  up- 
on pretended  prudential  confiderations,  from  the  exer- 
cife  of  their  confcience  in  England  ;  why  not  the  fame 
in  France,  Holland,  Germany,  Conftantinople,  8rc. 
where  matters  of  ftate  may  equally  be  pleaded  ?  This 
makes  religion  ftate-policy;  and  faith  and  worfliip, 
fubfervient  to  the  humours  and  interefts  of  fuperiors : 
fuch  doftrine  would  have  prevented  our  anceftors  re- 
treat ;  and  we  wifti  it  be  not  the  beginning  of  a  back- 
march;  for  fome  think  it  fhrewdly  to  be  fufpefted, 
where  religion  is  fuited  to  the  government,  and  con- 
fcience to  its  conveniency. 

8.  Vice  is  encouraged:  for  if  licentious  perfons  fee 
men  of  virtue  molefted  for  aflembling  with  a  religi- 
ous purpofe  to  reverence  and  worfhip  God,  and  that 
are  otherwife  moft  ferviceable  to  the  commonwealth, 
they  may  and  will  infer,  it  is  better  for  them  to  be  as 
they  are  j  fince  not  to  be  demure,  as  they  call  it,  is 
half-way  to  that  kind  of  accomplifliment  which  pro- 
cures preferment. 

9.  For  fuch  perfons  as  are  fo  poor-fpirited  as  to 
truckle  under  fuch  reftraints,  what  conqueft  is  therc^ 
9YCf  ^hem,  that  before  were  confcientious  men,  and 

now 
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now  hypocrites?  who  fo  forward  to  be  avenged  oi 
them,  that  brought  this  guilt  upon  them^  as  they 
riiemfclves  ?  and  how  can  the  impofers  be  fecure  of 
their  friendihip,  whom  they  have  taught  to  change 
with  the  times  ? 

10.  Such  laws  are  fo  far  from  benefiting  the  country, 
that  the  execution  of  them  will  be  the  alTured  ruin  of 
it,  in  the  revenues,  and  confequently  in  the  power  of 
it :  for  where  there  is  a  decay  of  families,  there  will 
be  of  trade  j  fo  of  wealth,  and  in  the  end  of  ftrength 
^nd  power  :  and  if  both  kinds  of  relief  fail,  men,  the 
prop  of  republicks;  money,  the  ftay  of  monarchies  s 
this,  as  requiring  mercenaries ;  that,  as  needing  free- 
men ;  farewell  the  intereft  of  England !  'tis  true,  the 
priefts  get  (though  that  is  but  for  a  time)  but  the 
king  and  people  lofe,  as  the  event  will  fliew. 

I  !•  It  ever  was  the  prudence  of  wife  magiftrates  to 
oblige  their  people  j  but  what  comes  fhorter  of  it  than 
pcrfecution  ?  what  dearer  to  them  than  the  liberty  of 
their  confcience  ?  what  cannot  they  better  fpare  than 
it  ?  their  peace  confifts  in  the  enjoyment  of  it :  and  he 
that  by  compliance  has  loft  it,  carries  his  penalty  with 
him,  and  is  his  own  prifon.  Surely  fuch  pra<5lices 
muft  render  the  government  uncafy,  and  beget  a  &;reat 
difrefped  to  the  governors,  in  the  hearts  of  the 
people. 

12.  But  that  which  concludes  our  prudential  part 
Ihall  be  this,  that  after  all  their  pains  and  good-will 
to  ftretch  men  to  their  meafure,  they  never  will  be  able 
to  accomplifh  their  end :  and  if  he  be  an  unwife  man,, 
t;hat  provides  means  where  he  defigns  no  end,  how 
^ear  is  he  of  kin  to  him  that  proposes  an  end  unob** 
tainable.  Experience  has  told  us,  i .  How  inveiStive 
it  has  made  the  impofed-on.  2.  What  diftraftionf^ 
have  cnfued  fuch  attempts.  3.  What  reproach  has. 
followed  to  the  Chriftian  religion,  when  the  profefforg 
of  it  have  ufed  a  coercive  power  upon  confcience.^ 
And[  laftly.  That  force  never  yet  mad^  either  a  goo4 
Chriftian,  or  a  good  fubjedl^ 

TWrdly 
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Thirdly  and  laftly,  Since  the  proceedings  we  argue 
againft  arc  proved  fo  deftruftive  to  the  juftice  and  pru- 
dence of  government,  we  ought  the  lefs  to  wonder 
that  they  Ihould  hold  the  fanie  malignity  againft  the 
end  of  it,  which  is  felicity,  fince  the  wonder  would 
be  to  find  it  otherwifej  and  this  is  evident  from  thcfc 
three  confiderations : 

1.  Peace  (the  end  of  war  and  government,  and  its 
great  happinefs  too)  has  been,  is,  and  yet  will  be, 
broken  by  the  frequent  tumultuary  difturbances  that 
enfue  the  difquieting  our  meetings,  and  the  eftreating 
fines  upon  our  goods  and  eflates.  And  what  thefe 
things  may  iffue  in,  concerneth  the  civil  magiftrate  to 
confider. 

2.  Plenty  (another  great  end  of  government)  will 
be  converted  into  poverty,  by  the  deftrudlion  of  fo 
many  thoufand  families  as  refufe  conipliance  and  con« 
formity,  and  that  not  only  to  the  fufferers,  but  influ- 
entially  to  all  the  reft ;  a  demonftration  of  which  we 
have  in  all  thofe  places  where  the  late  a&  has  been  any 
thing  confiderably  put  in  execution.  Bcfides,  how 
great  provocation  fuch  incharity  and  cruel  ufage,  as 
ftripping  widows,  fatherlefs,  and  poor,  of  their  very 
neceffaries  for  human  life,  merely  upon  an  account  pf 
faith  or  worftiip,  mufl  needs  be  to  the  juft  and  righte-r 
ous  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  fcriptures,  and  plenty 
of  other  hiftories,  plainly  Ihew  us. 

3.  Unity  (not  the  leaft,  but  greateft  end  of  govern-^ 
ment)  is  loft :  for  by  feeking  an  unity  of  opinion, 
by  the  ways  intended,  the  unity  requifite  to  uphold 
us  as  a  civil  fociety,  will  be  quite  deftroyed.  And 
fiich  as  relinquifli  that,  to  get  the  other,  befides  that 
they  are  unwife,  will  infallibly  lofe  both  in  the  end. 

In  ftiort,  we  fay  that  it  is  uhreafonable  we  fhould  not 
be  entertained  as  men,  becaufe  fome  think  we  arc  not 
as  good  Chriftians  as  they  pretend  to  wifh  us ;  or  that 
we  (hould  be  deprived  of  our  liberties  and  properties;, 
who  never  broke  the  laws  that  gave  them  to  u^s  :  what 
caa  be  Eiarder,  than  to  take  that  from  us  by  a  law« 
which  the  great  indulgence  and  foliciti^de  of  our  an- 

^  c^ftora 
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ccftors  took  fo  much  ^ains  to  intail  upon  us  by  law ; 
An.  1 8  Ed.  3.  flat.  3.  alfo  ftat.  20.  Ed.  3.  cap.  i. 
Again,  Petition  of  Right,  An.  3.  Car.  and  more 
fully  in  Magna  Chart  a  \  farther,  perufe  37  Ed.  3.  chap. 

8.  28.    42  Ed.  3.  cap.  7, 

And  we  are  perfuaded,  that  no  temporary  fubfe- 
quential  law  whatever  to  our  fundamental  rights,  (as 
this  of  force  on  confcience  is)  can  invalidate  fo  effcn- 
tial  a  part  of  the  government,  as  Englilh  liberty  and 
property :  nor  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  any  on  earth 
to  deprive  us  of  them,  till  we  have  firfl:  done  it  our- 
felves,  by  fuch  enormous  fafts  as  thofe  very  laws  pro- 
hibit^ and  make  our  forfeiture  of  that  benefit  we  fhould 
otherwife  receive  by  them :  for  thefe  being  fuch  car- 
dinal and  fundamental  points  of  Englilh  law-doftrine, 
individually,  and  by  the  colleftive  body  of  the  people, 
agreed  to,  and  on  which,  as  the  moft  folid  bafis,  oUr 
fecondary  legiflative  power,  as  well  as  executive,  is 
built ;  it  feems  moft  rational  that  the  fuperftrudture 
cannot  quarrel  or  invalidate  its  own  foundation,  with- 
out manifeftly  endangering  its  own  fecurity  :  the  effe£t 
is  ever  Icfs  noble  than  the  caufe ;  the  gift  than  the 
giver ;  and  the  fuperftru6ture  than  the  foundation. 

The  fmgle  queftion  to  be  refolved  in  the  cafe,  briefly 
will  be  this,  whether  any  vifible  authority  (being 
founded  in  its  primitive  inftitution  upon  thofe  funda- 
mental laws,  that  inviolably  preferve  the  people  in  all 
their  juft  rights  and  privileges)  may  invalidate  all,  or 
any,  of  the  faid  laws,  without  an  implicit  (baking  of 
its  own  foundation,  and  a  clear  overthrow  of  its  own 
conftitution  of  government,  and  fo  reduce  them  to 
their  Statu  quo  priuSy  or  firft  principles  ?  The  refolution 
is  every  man's,  at  his  own  pleafure.     Read  Hen.  3* 

9,  14,  29.     25  Ed.  3.     Cook's  inllit.  2.  19,  50,  51. 
Thofe  who  intend  us  no  fhare  or  intereft  in  the  laws 

of  England,  as  they  relate  to  civil  matters,  unlefs  we 
correfpond  with  them  in  points  of  faith  and  worfhip, 
mult  do  two  things,  Firft,  it  will  lie  heavy  on  their 
parts  to  prove,  th^t  the  ancient  compa(Jl  and  original 

'  of 
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of  our  laws  carries  that  provifo  with  it  i  clfc  we  arc 
manifeftly  difleifed  of  our  free-cuftoms. 

Secondly,  They  are  to  prove  the  rcafonablenefs 
of  fuch  proceedings  to  our  underftandings,  that  wc 
may  not  be  concluded  by  a  law  we  know  not  how  to 
underftand  :  for  if  I  take  the  matter  rightly  (as  I  think 
I  do)  we  muft  not  buy  or  fell,  unlefs  of  this  or  that 
perfuafion  in  religion;  not  confidering  civil  fociety 
was  in  the  world  before  the  Proteftapt  profeffion; 
men,  as  fuch,  and  in  affairs  peculiarly  relative  to  them 
in  an  external  and  civil  capacity,  have  fubfifted  many 
ages  under  great  variety  of  religious  apprehenfions, 
and  therefore  not  fo  dependent  on  them  as  to  receive 
any  variation  or  revolution  with  them.  What  fhall 
we  fay  then  ?  but  that  fome  will  not  that  we  fhould 
live,  breathe,  and  commerce  as  men,  becaufe  wc 
arc  not  fuch  modelled  Chriftians  as  they  coercively 
would  have  us  :  they  might  with  as  much  juftice  and 
reputation  to  themfelves  forbid  us  to  look  or  fee  un- 
lefs our  eyes  were  grey,  black,  brown,  blue,  or  fomc 
one  colour  beft  fuiting  theirs :  for  not  to  be  able  to 
give  us  faith,  or  fave  our  confciences  harmlefs,  and 
yet  to  perfecute  us  for  refufing  conformity,  is  intole- 
rable hard  meafure. 

In  fhort,  that  coercive  way  of  bringing  all  men  to 
their  height  of  perfuafion,  muft  either  arife  from  exor- 
bitant zeal  and  fuperftition,  or  from  a  confcioufnefs  of 
error  and  defeft,  which  is  unwilling  any  thing  more 
fmcere  and  reformed  fhould  take  place  ;  being  of  that 
cardinal's  mind,  who  therefore  would  not  hearken  to 
a  reformation,  at  the  fitting  of  the  council  of  Trent, 
becaufe  he  would  not  fo  far  approve  the  reformers 
judgment  (for  having  once  condefcended  to  their  ap- 
prchenfions,  he  thought  it  would  for  ever  enflave  them 
to  their  fenfe)i  though  otherwife  he  faw,  as  much  a5 
any  man,  the  grand  neceflity  of  a  reformation,  both 
of  the  Roman  dodrine  and  converfation. 


Some 
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Some  grand   Objedlions   in   the   Way  muft  be 

confidered. 

Objeftion  i.  ^  But  you  are  a  people  that  meet 
«  with  defigns  to  difafFcdt  the  people,  and  to  ruin  the 
^  government/ 

Anfwer.  A  furmife  is  no  certainty ;  neither  is  a  may- 
be, or  conjedure,  any  proof:  that  from  the  firft  we 
have  behaved  ourfelves  inofFenfively,  is  a  demonftra- 
tion  J  that  our  meetings  are  open,  where  all  may  hear 
our  matter,  and  have  liberty  to  objeft  or  difcufs  any 
point,   is  notorious.     Ignorant    calumnies    are  fandy 
foundations  to  build  fo  high  a  charge  upon  :  let  us  be 
fairly   heard    in   public   conference,    how  far  we  can 
juriify  our  principles  from  being  defervedly  fufpefted 
of  fedition  or  difloyalty,   and  not   over-run  us  with 
mere  fuppofitions.     We  declare  our  readinefs  to  obey 
the  ordinance  of  man,  which  is  only  relative  to  hu- 
man or  civil  matters,  and  not  points  of  faith,  or  prac- 
tice in  worjfhip:    but  if  accufations    muft   ftand  for 
proofs,  we  fhall  take  it  for  granted  that  we  muft  ftand 
for  criminals;    but  our  fatisfaftion  will  be,  that  we 
Ihall  not  deferve  it,  otherwife  than  as  prejudice  feeks 
CO  traduce  us. 

Objeft.  2.     ^  But  you    ftrike   at   the  do6brine,    at 

*  leaft  the  difcipline,  of  the  church ;   and  confequently 

*  are  hercticks/ 

Anfw.  This  ftory  is  as  old  as  the  reformation  :  if 
we  muft  be  objected  againft  out  of  pure  reputation^ 
let  it  be  in  fome  other  matter  than  what  the  Papifts 
objedted  againft  the  firft  Proteftantsj  otherwife  you 
do  but  hit  yourfelves  in  aiming  at  us  ?  To  fay  you  were 
in  the  right,  but  we  are  in  the  wrong,  is  but  a  mere 
begging  of  the  queftion ;  for  doubtlefs  the  Papifts  faid 
the  fame  to  you,  and  all  that  you  can  fay  to  us.  Your 
beft  plea  was,  confcience,  upon  principles  the  moft 
levident  and  rational  to  you :  do  not  we  the  like  ?  What 

if 
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if  you  think  our  reafons  thick»  and  our  ground  of  ie« 
paration  miftaken  ?  Did  not  the  Papifts  harbour  the 
lame  thoughts  of  you  ?  You  pcrfuaded  as  few  of  them, 
as  we  of  you  :  were  you  therefore  in  the  wrong  ?  No 
more  are  we.  It  was  not  what  they  thought  of  you, 
or  enacted  againft  you,  that  concluded  you :  and  why 
ihould  your  apptehenfions  conclude  us  ?  If  you  have 
the  way  of  giving  faith  beyond  what  they  had,  and 
have  the  faculty  of  perfuafion,  evidence  as  much : 
but  if  you  are  as  deftitute  of  both,  as  they  were  to 
you  J  why  fhould  fines  and  prifons,  once  ufed  by  them 
againft  you,  and  by  you  exclaimed  againft,  as  un« 
chriftian  ways  of  reclaiming  hereticks  (fuppofing  your* 
felves  to  be  fuch)  be  employed  by  you  as  rational, 
chriftian,  and  convincing  upon  us  ?  To  fay  we  deferve 
them  more,  is  to  fuppofe  yourfelves  in  the  right,  and 
us  in  the  wrong,  which  proves  nothing.  Befides,  the 
queftion  is  not  barely  this,  whether  Hereticks  or  no 
Hereticks  ?  But  whether  an  Heretick  fhould  be  per- 
fecuted  into  a  difclaiming  of  his  error  ?  Your  old  ar- 
guments run  thus,  as  I  well  remember. 

1.    Error  is  a  miftake  in  the  underftanding. 

a.    This  is  for  want  of  a  better  illumination. 

3.  This  error  can  never  be  diflodged,  but  by  rea- 
fon  and  perfuafion,  as  what  are  moft  fuitable  to  the 
intelleft  of  man. 

4.  Fines,  gaols,  exiles,  gibbets,  &c.  are  no  con- 
vincing arguments  to  the  moft  erring  underftanding  in 
the  world,  being  flavifti  and  brutifh. 

5.  This  way  of  force  makes,  inftead  of  an  honeft 
diffenter,  but  an  hypocritical  conformift ;  than  whom 
nothing  is  more  deteftable  to  God  and  man. 

•  This  being  the  Proteftants  plea,  we  are  not  to  be 
difliked  by  Proteftants,  for  following  their  own  avowed 
maxims  and  axioms  of  confcience  in  defence  of  its 
own  liberty. 

In  (hort,  either  allow  Reparation  upon  the  finglc 
principle  of  *  My  confcience  owns  this,  or  difowns 

*  thati'  or  never  dwell  in  that  building  which  knew 
<io  better  foundation  (indeed  good  enough)  s  but,  ac« 

cufing 
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cufing  your  forefathers  of  fchifm  and  hcrefjr,  return  to 
the  Romifli  church.  What  Ihort  of  this  can  any  fay 
to  an  Anti-liberty-of-Confcience  Proteftant  ? 

Objed.  3.    ^  But  at  this  rate  ye  may  pretend  to  cut 

*  our  throats,  and  do  all  manner  of  favage  afts/ 

Anfw,  Though  the  objeftion  be  frequent,  yet  it  is 
as  foully  ridiculous.  We  are  pleading  only  for  fuch 
a  liberty  of  confcience  as  preferves  the  nation  in  peace, 
trade,  and  commerce ;  and  would  not  exempt  any  man, 
or  party  of  men,  from  not  keeping  thole  excellent 
laws,  that  tend  to  fober,  juft,  and  induftrious  living. 
It  is  a  Jefuitical  moral,    ^  To  kill  a  man  before  he  is 

*  born  :'  firft,  to  fufpedt  him  of  an  evil  defign  j  and 
then  kill  him,  to  prevent  it. 

ObjeA.  4.    ^  But  do  not  you  fee  what  has  been  the 

*  end  of  this  feparation  ?  Wars,  and  revolutions,  and 

*  danger  to  government  i  witnefs  our  late  troubles.* 

Anfw.  We  fee  none  of  all  this;  but  are  able  to 
make  it  appear,  that  the  true  caufe  of  all  that  per- 
plexed difturbance,  which  was  amongft  the  Homooufians 
and  Arians  of  old,  and  among  us  of  latter  years  (as 
well  ^s  what  has  modernly  attended  our  neighbouring 
countries)  took  its  firft  rife  from  a  narrownefs  of  fpi- 
rit,  in  not  tolerating  others  to  live  the  free  men  God 
made  them,  in  external  matters  upon  the  earth,  mere- 
ly upon  fame  difference  in  religion. 

And  were  there  once  but  an  hearty  toleration  efta- 
bliflied,  it  would  be  a  demonftration  of  the  truth  of 
this  affertion.  On  this  ground  empire  ftands  fafe  \  on 
the  other,  it  feems  more  uncertain. 

But  thefe  are  only  the  popular  devices  of  fome  to 
traduce  honeft  men,  and  their  principles  i  whofe  lazy 
life,  and  intolerable  advice,  become  queftioned,  by 
a  toleration  of  people  better  inclined, 

Objedt, 
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Objcft.  5,    *  But  what  need  you  take  this  pains  to 
'  prove  Ijbertjr  of  conscience  reafonable  and  neceflary, 

*  when  none  queftions  it  ?  All  that  is  required  is,  that 
'  you  meet  but  four  more  than  your  own  families  j  and 
'  can  you  not  be  contented  with  that  ?  Your  difobc* 
'  dience  to  a  law  fo  favourable,  brings  fufFering  up(m 

*  you/ 

Anf.  Here  is  no  need  of  anfwering  the  former  part 
of  the  objeftion :  it  is  too  apparent  throughout  the 
land,  that  Liberty  of  Confcicnce,  as  we  have  flated 
it,  has  been  fevercly  profecuted,  and  therefore  not  fo 
frankly  enjoined.  The  latter  part  I  anfwer  thus,  if 
the  words  lawful  or  unlawful  may  bear  their  figmfica- 
tion  from  the  nature  of  the  things  they  ftand  for,  then 
we  conceive  that  a  meeting  of  four  thoufand  is  no  . 
more  unlawful  than  a  meeting  of  four :  for  number, 
fingly  confidered,  criminates  no  aflembly;  but  the 
reafon  of  their  aflembling,  the  pofture  in  which  and 
the  matter  tranfafted,  with  the  confequences  thereof. 

Now  if  thofe  things  are  taken  for  granted  to  be 
things  dilpenfable  (as  appears  by  the  allowance  of  four 
befides  every  family)  certainly  the  number  can  never 
render  it  unlawful :  lo  that  the  queftion  will  be  this, 
whether  if  four,  met  to  worfhip  God,  be  an  allowable 
meeting,  four  thoufand,  met  with  the  fame  defign, 
be  not  an  allowable  meeting  ? 

It  is  fo  plain  a  cafe,  that  the  matter  in  queftion 
refolves  it. 

Objeft.  6*    ^  But  the  law  forbids  it/ 

Anfw.  If  the  Enacting  any  thing  can  make  it 
lawful,  we  have  done :  but  if  an  aft  fo  made  by  the 
Papifts  againft  Proteftants,  was  never  efteemed  fo  by  a 
true  Proteftant  j  and  if  the  nature  of  the  matter  will 
not  bear  it ;  and  laftly,  that  we  are  as  much  com- 
manded by  God  to  meet  four  thoufand,  as  four ;  we 
muft  defire  to  be  excufed,  if  we  forbear  not  the  aflem- 
bling of  ourfelves  together,  as  the  manner  of  fome  is» 

Vol.  IH.  C  Objeft. 
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Objeft,  7^    ^  But  the  rcafon  of  the  prohibition  oF 

*  the  number  is'  (for  you  fee  they  allow  all  that  caa 
be  faid  to  four  thoufand  to  be  faid  to  the  family  and 
four)  ^  that  tumults  may  arife,  and  plots  may  be  made^ 

*  and  the  like  inconveniencies  happen  to  the  govcrn- 

*  ment/ 

Anf.  Great  affemblies  are  fo  far  from  being  inju- 
rious, that  they  are  the  moft  inofFenfive:  for,  firft, 
they  are  open,  expofed  to  the  view  of  all,  which  of 
all  things  plotters  are  the  fkyeft  of.  But  how  fair  an 
opportunity  it  were  for  men  fo  principled  to  do  it 
in  thofe  allowed  meetings  of  but  four  befides  the  fa- 
mily, is  eafy  to  guefs,  when  we  confider,  that  few 
make  the  beft  and  clofeft  council  j  and  next,  that 
fuch  an  aflembly  is  the  moft  private  and  clandeftine, 
and  fo  fitted  for  mifchief  and  furprize. 

Secondly,  Such  affemblies  are  not  only  public  and 
large,  but  they  are  frequented,  as  well  by  thofe  that 
are  not  of  their  way,  as  by  their  own.  From  whence 
it  follows,  that  we  have  the  greateft  reafon  to  be  cau- 
tious and  wife  in  our  behaviour,  fince  the  more  there 
be  at  our  meetings,  the  more  witneffes  are  againft  us, 
if  we  ftiould  fay  or  aft  any  thing  that  may  be  prejudi*» 
cial  to  the  government. 

Laftly,  For  thefe  feveral  years  none  could  ever  ob- 
ferve  fuch  an  ill  ufe  made  of  that  freedom,  or  fuch 
wicked  defigns  to  follow  fuch  affemblies ;  and  there- 
fore it  is  high  incharity  to  proceed  fo  feverely  upon 
meer  fuppofitions. 

To  this  we  fhall  add  feveral  authorities  and  tefti- 
monies  for  farther  confirmation  of  our  fenfe  of  the 
matter,  and  to  let  impofers  fee,  that  we  are  not  the 
only  perfons  who  have  impleaded  perfecution,  and 
juftified  Liberty  of  Confcience,  as  Chriftian  and  ra« 
tional» 
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CHAP.    VI. 

They  rcflefl:  upon  the  fenfe  and  praftice  of  the  wifeft, 
greateft,  and  beft  ftates  and  perfons  of  ancient  and 
modern  times ;  as  of  the  Jews,  Romans,  Egyptians, 
Germans,  French,  Hollanders,  nay,  Turks  and  Per- 
fians  too :  and  Cato,  Livy,  Tacitus,  Juftin  Martyr, 
Tertullian,  Jovianus,  Chaucer,  Dominicus  Soto, 
Malvetzey, .  Grotius,  Raleigh,  Doftor  and  Student, 
French  and  Dutch  Proteftants  in  England,  Dr.  Ham- 
mond, Dr.  Taylor,  a  namelefs  but  great  Perfon, 
Laftantius,  Hilary,  Jerom,  Chryfoftom,  Polifh  and 
Bohemian  kings.  King  James,  and  King  Charles 
the  Firft. 

A  brief  colleftion  of  the  fenfe  and  prad:ice  of  the 
greateft,  wifeft,  and  learnedeft  common-wealths, 
kingdoms,  and  particular  perfons  of  their  times, 
concerning  force  upon  confcience. 

I.  'T^  HOUGH  the  Jews,  above  all  people,  had 
JL  the  moft  to  fay  for  impofition  and  reftraint 
within  their  own  dominions,  having  their  religion  in- 
ftifUted  by  fo  many  fignal  proofs  of  divine  original, 
it  being  delivered  to  them  by  the  hand  of  God  him- 
felf,  yet  fuch  was  their  indulgence  to  Diffenters,  that 
if  they  held  the  common  received  Noachical  princi- 
ples tending  to  the  acknowledgment  of  One  God  and 
ajuft  life,  they  had  the  free  exercife  of  their  diltindt 
modes  or  ways  of  worfhip,  which  were  numerous. 
Of  this  their  own  Rabbies  are  witneffes,  and  Grotius 
out  of  them. 

2.  The  Romans  themfelves,  as  ftrift  as  they  were, 
not  only  had  thirty  thoufand  gods  (if  Varro  may  be 
credited)  but  almoft  every  family  of  any  note  had  its 
diftinft  Sacra,  or  peculiar  way  of  worfhip. 

3.  It  was  the  fenfe  of  that  grave,  exemplary  com- 
mon'WealthVman,  Cato,  in  Salluft,  that  among  other 
things  which  ruin  any  government,  want  of  freedom 
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of  fpeech,  or  men's  being  obliged  to  humour  times^  is 
a  great  one  :  which  we  find  made  good  by  the  Floren- 
tine republick,  as  Guiccardine  relates. 

4.  Livy  tells  us,    '  It  was  a  wonder  that  Hannibal's 

*  army,  confiding  of  divers  nations,  divers  humours, 

*  differing  habits,  contrary  religions,  various  langua- 
'  ges,  fliould  live  thirteen  years  from  their  own  coun- 

*  try  under  his  command,  without  fo  much  as  once  mu- 

*  tinying,  either  againft  their  general,  or  among  them- 

*  felves.'  But  what  Livy  relates  for  a  wonder,  that 
ingenious  marquis  Virgilio  Malvetfey  gives  the  rca- 
fon  of  J  namely,  *  That  the  difference  of  their  opinion, 

*  tongues,  and  cuftoms,  was  the  reafon  of  their  prc- 

*  fervation  and  conquefl :'  for,  fays  he,    ^  It  was  im- 

*  polTible  fo  many  contrary  fpirits  fhould  combine; 

*  and  if  any  fhould  have  done  it,  it  was  in  the  general's 

*  power  to  make  the  greater  party  by  his  equal  hand  5 

*  they  owing  him  more  of  reverence,  than  they  did  of 

*  affedion  to  one  another.  This,'  fays  he,  *  fomc  im- 
«  pute  to  Hannibal ;  but  how  great  foever  he  was,  I 
'  give  it  to  the  variety  of  humours  in  the  army.  For/ 
adds  he,  *  Rome's  army  was  ever  lefs  given  to  mutiny- 
«  ing  when  joined  with  the  provincial  auxiliaries,  than 

*  when  entirely  Roman.'  Thus  much,  and  more,  in 
his  publick  difcourfes  upon  Cornelius  Tacitus. 

5.  The  fame  beft  flatift  of  his  time,  C.  Tacitus, 
tells  us  in  the  cafe  of  Cremtius,  that  it  had  been  th« 
interefl  of  Tiberius  not  to  have  punifhed  him ;  inaf- 
much  as  curiofity  is  begotten  by  reflriftion  of  liberty 
to  write  or  fpeak,  which  never  miffed  of  profelytes. 

6.  Juflin  Martyr  I  will  forbear  to  quote  in  lefs  than 
his  *  Two  Whole  Apologies,'  dedicated  to  Adrian  and 
Antoninus  Pius,  as  I  take  it. 

7.  Tertullian  ad  Scapulam,  that  learned  and  judi- 
cious apologifl,  plainly  tells  us,    *  That;  it  is  not  the 

*  property  of  religion  to  compel  or  perfecute  for  rcli- 

*  gion : '  (he  fhould  be  accepted  for  herfelf,  not  for 
force  s  that  being  a  poor  and  beggarly  one  that  has  no 
better  arguments  to  convince ;  and  a  manifelt  evidence 
of  her  fuperftition  and  falfehood. 

8.  Of 
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8.  Of  this  wc  take  the  nine  months  reign  of  the 
emperor  Jovianus  to  be  an  excellent  demonftration ; 
whofe  great  wifdom,  and  admirable  prudence  in  grant- 
ing toleration,  cxprefly  faying,  *  He  would  have  none 
*  molelted  for  the  exercife  of  their  religion,'  calmed 
the  impetuous  ftorms  of  diffention  betwixt  the  Homoou^ 
fians  and  Arrians  j  and  reduced  the  whole  empire,  be- 
fore agitated  with  all  kind  of  commotions  during  the 
reigns  of  Conftantine,  Conitantius,  and  Julian,  to  a 
wonderful  ferenity  and  peace,  as  Socrates  Scholafticus 
affirms. 

9.  That  little  kingdom  of  -ffilgypt  had  no  lefs  than 
forty  thoufand  perfons  retired  to  their  private  and  fepa- 
rate  ways  of  worfhip,  as  Eufebius,  out  of  Philo  Judacus 
and  Jofephus,  relates. 

10.  And  here  let  me  bring  in  honeft  Chaucer,  whofe 
matter  (and  not  his  poetry)  heartily  afiefts  me :  it  was 
in  a  time  when  priefts  were  as  rich  and  lofty  as  they 
are  now,  and  caufes  of  evil  alike. 

•  CJ^H  E  time  was  once,  and  may  return  again, 

(7<?r  oft  may  happen  that  hath  been  beforn) 
when  Jhepherds  had  none  inheritance, 
ne  of  land,  nor  fee  injufferance. 
But  what  might  arife  of  the  bare  Jheep^ 
(were  it  more  or  lejs)  which  they  did  keep. 
Well  ywis  it  with  Jhepherds  tho^ : 
nought  having,  nought  fear'd  they  to  forgo. 
For  PAN  (God).himfelf  was  their  inheritance, 

and  little  them  ferv' d  for  their  maintenance^ 
The  Jhepherd*s  Godfo  well  them  guided, 

that  of  nought  were  they  unprovided  1 

*  Butter  enough,  honey,  milk,  and  whay, 

and  their  flock  fleeces  them  to  array. 

,  *  The  primitive  ftate  of  things,  obferved  l^  a  poet,  more  than 
joo  years  o\iy  by  which  the  clergy  may  read  their  own  apoftacy  and 
charader. 

^   Time  and  profperity  corrupted  them,  and  then  they  grew 
fctcfoKfn^ 
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But  tra£l  of  time  and  long  frofperityy 

(tha;  riurfe  of  vice,  this  of  infolency) 

Lulled  the  Jhepherds  in  fucb  fecurity^ 
that  not  content  with  loyal  oheyfance^ 

Some  gan  to  gap  for  greedy  governance, 
and  match  themjdves  ix)itb  mighty  potentates i 

•  Lovers  of  lordftiips  and  troublers  of  dates  i 
then  gan  Jhepherds  /wains  to  look  aloft  y 

And  leave  to  live  hard,  and  learn  to  Ijg  foft, 
though  under  colour  of  Jhepherds  fame  while 

T'here  crept  in  Wolves  full  of  fraud  and  guile, 
that  often  devoured  their  own  Iheep, 

And  often  the  Ihepherd  that  did  them  keep. 

^  ^his  was  the  firjl  fource  of  the  fhepherds  forroWy , 
that  nor  will  be  quit,  with  bale  nor  borrow. 

11.  Who  knows  not  that  our  firfl:  reformers  were 
great  champions  for  Liberty  of  Confcience  ?  as  Wick- 
lifF  in  his  remonftrance  to  the  parliament ;  the  Albi- 
genfes  to  Lewis  the  nth  and  12th  of  France  :  Luther 
to  the  feveral  diets  under  Frederick  and  Charles  the 
fifth ;  Calvin  to  Francis  the  firft ;  and  many  of  our 
Englifh  martyrs,  as  the  poor  "  Plowman's  Famous 
*^  Complaint,"  in    "  Foxe's  Martyrology,"  &c. 

12.  The  prefent  affairs  of  Germany  plainly  tell  us, 
that  toleration  is  the  prefervation  of  their  ftates  4  the 
contrary  having  formerly  almoft  quite  wafted  them. 

13.  The  fame  in  France  :  who  can  be  fo  ignorant  of 
their  ftory,  as  not  to  know  that  the.  timely  indulgence 
of  Henry  the  Fourth^  and  the  difcreet  toleration  of 

«  It  was  now  they  began  to.  perfecute  ;  they  hated  any  that  were 
more  devout  than  then.felves  :  aeyotion  was  counted  difaiFe^tion  ; 
religious  affemblies,  conventicles  ;  primitive- fpiri ted  Chriilians,  up^ 
fla  t  hereticks ;  thus  the  tragedy  began,  Cain  flaying  Abel  about 
religion. 

^  He  truly  inaketh  their  avarice  the  caufe  of  their  degeneration  ; 
for  it  i^  the  root  of  all  evil* 

Richlieu 
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Richlieu  and  Mazarin,  favcd  that  kingdom  from  being 
ruined,  both  by  the  Spaniards  and  one  another  ? 

14.  Holland,  than  which  what  place  is  there  fo 
improved  in  wealth,  trade  and  power,  chiefly  owes  it 
to  her  indulgence  in  matters*  of  faith  and  worftiip. 

15.  Among  the  very  Mahometans  of  Turkey  and 
Perfia,  what  variety  of  opinions,  yet  what  unity  and 
concord  is  there  ?  We  mean  in  matters  of  a  civil  im- 
portance. 

16.  It  was  the  opinion  of- that  great  mailer  of  the 
^  fentences,"  Dominicus  a  Soto,    *  That  every  man 

*  had  a  natural  right  to  infliruft  others  in  things  that 

*  are  good :  and  he  may  teach  the  gofpel-truths  alfo, 

*  but  cannot  compel  any  to  believe  them'j  he  may 

*  explain  them :  and  to  this,  (fays  he)  every  man  has 

*  a  right,*  as  in  his  4  Sent.  dift.   5.   art.   13.  pag. 

"5-  7- 

17.  *  Strifes  about  religion,'  faidjudicious  and  learn- 
ed Grotius,  *  arc  the  moft  pernicious  and  deftruftive, 

*  where  provifion  is  not  made  for  Diflenters :  the  con- 

*  trary  moft  happy;  as  in  Mufcovy.'  He  farther  fays, 
upon  the  occafion  of  Campanella,  *  That  not  a  rigid, 

*  but  eafy  government,  fuits  beft  with  the  northern 
^  people/  He  often  pleads  the  relaxation  of  tempo- 
rary laws  to  be  reafonable  and  neceflary  j  as  in  the  cafe 
of  the  Curatii  and  Horatiij  and  Fabius  Vitulanus ;  and 
others  ftinted  to  time  and  place,  as  the  Jewifh  laws, 
&c.  Polit.  Maxims,  p.  12,  18,  78,  98. 

1 8.  The  famous  Raleigh  tells  us,  ^  That  the  way 

*  for  magiftrates  to  govern  well,  and  gain  the  efteem 

*  of  their  people,  is  to  govern  by  piety,  juftice,  wif- 

*  dom,  and  a  gentle  and  moderate  carriage  towards 
'  them :    and    that   difturbance   attends  thofe   ftates, 

*  were  men  are  raifed,  or  deprefled  by  parties/  Sec 
his  obfervations  and  maxims  of  ftate. 

19.  If  I  miftake  not,  the  French  and  Dutch  Prote- 
ftants  enjoy  their  feparate  ways  of  worfhip  in  London, 
if  not  in  other  parts  of  thefe  lands,  without  molefta- 
tion:  we  do.  the  like  in  remote  countries;^  *^  but  not 


^'  in  our  own/' 
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ao.  This  muft  needs  be  the  meaning  of  the  learned 
doftor  to  his  inquifitivc  ftudent,  in  their  judicious  dia- 
logue about  the  fundamental  laws  of  tne  kingdoms, 
when  he  fays,  ^  That  fuch  laws  as  have  not  their  foun- 
dation in  nature!  juftice  and  reafon,  are  void,  «  ipjc 
^  faSiol'  And  whether  perfecution  or  rcftraint  upon 
confcience  be  congruous  with  either,  let  the  impartial 
judge.  Lib.  i.  chap.  6. 

5ti.  Doftor  Hammond  himfelf,  and  the  grandpa^ 
tron  of  the  Englifh  church,  was  fo  far  from  urging 
the  legality  of  reftridkion  in  matters  relating  to  con- 
fcience, that  he  writ,  argued,  and  left  upon  his  dying- 
bed,  his  fenfe  to  the  contrary;  as  the  author  of  his 
life  nriight  have  been  pleafed  to  obferve,  but  that  in- 
tereft  flood  in  the  way  \  the  doftor  exhorting  his  party,^ 
^  not  to  feek  to  difplace  thofe  then  in  the  Univerfity, 

*  or  to  perfecute  them  for  any  matter  of  religious 
^  difference/ 

22.  That  a  perfon  of  no  lefs  a,bility,  in  the  Iri(h 
Proteflant  church,  did  the  fame,  I  mean  Dr,  Jer.  Tay- 
lor, his  whole  difcourfe  of  "  Liberty  of  Prophecy,"  is 
a  mofl  pregnant  demonftration. 

23.  It  was  the  faying  of  a  perfon  once,  too  great  to 
be  named  now,  ^  That  Liberty  of  Confcience  is  every 

*  rrian's  natural  right ;  and  he  who  is  deprived  of  it, 
^  is  a  flave  in  the  midft  of  the  greatefl  liberty :  and 

*  fince. every  man  fhould  do  as  he  would  be  done  to^^ 
^  fuch  only  do  not  deferve  to  have  it,  that  will  not 
^  give  it.' 

24.  Ladtantius  reflefts  upon  perfecutors  thus,  ^  If 
^  you  will  with  blood,  with  evil,  and  with  torments 

*  defend  your   worfhip,  it    (hall    not  thereby  be  de-» 

*  fended,  bqt  polluted.'    Lib.  5.  cap.  20. 

25.  Hillary^  againft  Auxentius  faith,  ^  The  Chriftiaix 
^  church  does  not  perfecute,  but  is  perfecuted.f 

26.  Jerom,  thus  y  ^  Herefy  muft  be  cut  off  witl^ 
^  the  fword  of  the  fpirit/   Proaem.  lib.  4. 

27.  Chryfoflom  faith,  *  That  it  is  not  the  manner  of 

*  tl^e  chiilc^r^a  of  Qqd  to  perfecute  ^boyt  their  reli* 

^  gion^ 
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^  gion,  but   an  evident  token  of  antichrift/    Relig. 
UriC  pag.  1^2. 

28.  Stephen,  king  of  Poland,  declared  his  mind 
in  the  point  controverted,  thus  j    *  I  am  king  of  men, 

*  not  of  confcience  5  a  commander  of  bodies,  not  of 
<  fouls/ 

29*  The  king  of  Bohemia  was  of  opinion,  *  That 
^  men's  confciences  ought  in  no  fort  to  be  violated, 
^  urged,  or  conftrained/ 

30.  And  laftly,  let  me  add  (as  what  is,  or  fhould 
be  now,  of  more  force)  the  fenfe  of  king  James  and 
Charles  the  Firft,  men  famed  for  their  great  natural 
abilities  and  acquired  learning,,  that  no-  man  ought  to 
be  puniihed  for  his  religion,  nor  difturbed  for  his  con- 
fcience i  in  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every  man  to  give 
what  he  would  receive.     *  It  is  a  fure  rule  in  divinity 

faid  king  James,  that  God  never  loves  to  plant  his 

church  by  violence  and  bloodflied/  And  in  his  Ex- 
polition  on  Revel.  20.  he  faith,    *  That  perfecution  is 

*  the  note  of  a  falfe  church/     And  in  the  lafl:  king's 
advice  to  the  prefent  king,  he  fays,    *  Take  heed  of 

abetting  any  fadtions :  your  partial  adhering  to  mf 
onejide^  gains  you  not  fo  great  advantages  in  fome 
men's  hearts,  (who  are  prone  to  be  of  their  king's 
religion)  as  it  lofeth  you  in  others,  who  think  them- 
felves  and  their  profeffion  firft  defpifcd,  then  perfc- 
cuted  by  you.' 

Again,  ^  Beware  of  exafperating  any  faftions,  by 
the  croflhefs  and  afperity  of  fome  men's  paflionsj^ 
humours,  or  private  opinions  employed  by  you, 
grounded  only  upon  their  difference  in  lefTcr  mat- 
ters, which  are  but  the  fkirts  and  fuburbs  of  religion  ^ 
wherein  a  charitable  connivance,  and  Chriftian  tole- 
ration, often  diffipates  their  ftrength,  whom  rougher 
oppolition  fortifies  j  and  puts  the  defpifed  and  op- 
prefTed  party  into  fuch  combinations  as  may  moft 
enable  them  ^to  get  a  full  revenge  on  thofe  they 
count  their  perfecutors  j  who  are  commonly  aflifted 
by  that  vulgar  commiferation  which  attends  all 
tlif^t  are  faid  t;q  fyffcr  unde^  the  notion  of  religion.* 

^  Always 


42  The    GREAT    CASE    op 

'  Always  keep  up  folid  piety y  and  thofe  fundamental 

•  truths  which  mend  both  hearts  and  lives  of  men, 

•  with  impartial  favour  and  juftice.     Your  prerogative 

•  is  beft  (hewn  and  exercifed  in  remitting,  rather  than 

•  exacting  the  rigour  of  laws;  there  being  nothing 
«  worfe  than  legal  tyranny/ 

Now  upon  the  whole,  we  alk,  what  can  be  more 
equal,  what  more  reafonable,  than  Liberty  of  Con- 
fcicnce ;  fo  correfpoAdent  with  the  reverence  *  due  to 
God,  and  refpeft  to  the  nature,  praftice,  promotion, 
and  rewards  of  the  Chriftian  religion,  the  fcnfe  of  Di- 
vine Writ,  the  great  privilege  of  nature,  and  noble 
principle  of  reafon,  the  juftice,  prudence,  and  feli- 
city of  government,  and,  laftly,  to  the  judgment  and 
authority  of  a  whole  cloud  of  famous  witnefles,  whofe 
harmony  in  opinion  as  much  detefts  the  unreafonable- 
nefs  and  incharity  of  perfecutors,  as  their  favage  cru- 
elties imply  an  high  contempt  of  folid  determina- 
tions :  of  which  number  I  cannot  forbear  the  men- 
tion of  two,  whofe  adtions  are  fo  near  of  kin  to  one 
another,  and  both  to  inhumanity,  as  the  fame  thing 
can  be  to  itfelf. 

The  firft  is  a  great  lord  of  Buckinghamfliire,  but  fo 
hearty  a  perfecutor  of  the  poor  Quakers,  that  rather 
than  they  fhould  peaceably  enjoy  the  liberty  of  wor- 
ihipping  God,  (and  to  fupply  the  county-defecb  of  in- 
formers) he  has  encouraged  a  pair  of  fuch  wretches, 
that  it  had  been  a  difgrace  for  the  meaneft  farmer  to 
converfe  with ;  one  having  been  prifoner  in  Aylefburyj 
for  theft,  and  faid  to  have  been  burnt  in  the  hand  j 
and  the  other  of  a  complexion  not  much  Icfs  fcanda- 
lous  and  immoral. 

To  give  an  undeniable .  teftimony  of  their  merit, 
once  for  all,  I  fliall  briefly  relate  a  moft  notorious  piece 
of  perjury.  They,  fufpefting  a  religious  aflembly  to  be 
at  a  certain  place  in  the  fame  county,  came  ;  and  find- 
ing one  in  reality,  repaired  to  one  they  call  Sir  Tho- 
mas Clayton,  and  a  juftice  j  where  they  depofed,  *  That 
^  not  only  a  meeting  was  at  fuch  an  houfe,  but  one 
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'  Tho,  Zachcry  and  his  wife  were  there  5'  who  at  the 
fame  time,  as  at  the  trial  upon  indi£tment  for  perjurjr 
at  Aylefbury  was  proved  by  fufficient  witneffes  from 
London,  were  then  at  that  city ;  yet  fined  not  only 
for  being  there,  but  for  the  fpeaker  alfo,  though  none 
fpoke  that  day. 

Upon  the  profecution  of  thefe  men,  as  perjured 
men,  and  by  the  law  difprivileged  of  all  employ,  and 
never  to  be  credited  more  in  evidence,  feveral  delays 
were  made,  much  time  fpent,  and  not  a  little  pains 
beftowed,  all  in  hopes  of  an  exemplary  fuccefs,  which 
proved  fo,  but  the  wrong  way ;  for  the  very  laft  fef- 
fions,  when  the  matter  fhduld  have  received  an  abfo- 
lute  decifion,  and  the  attendants  have  been  difmiflfed 
(efpecially  on  the  fcore  of  the  witneffes,  that  came 
from  London  the  fecond  time,  upon  no  other  account) 
a  letter  was  reported  to  have  been  writ  from  the  aforc- 
faid  lord,  in  favour  6f  thofc  informers,  to  this  purpofe^ 

*  That  fince  Sir  Tho.  Clayton  was  not  prefent,  the 

*  bufinefs  could  not  well  be  determined;  but  if  the 

*  court  would  undertake  the  ending  of  it,  he  befought 

*  them  to  be  favourable  to  thofe  Honest  Men/  If 
this  be  true,  as  faid,  it  is  a  moft  aggravated  (hame  to 
nobility  !  What !  to  protect  them  from  the  lafli  of  the 
law,  who  went  about  to  dcftroy  truth,  the  life  of  it! 
it  is  a  difhonour  to  the  government,  a  fcandal  to  the 
country,  and  a  manifefl  injury  to  an  inoffenfive  and 
ufeful  inhabitant. 

The  other  is  as  well  known  By  his  cruelty,  as  by 
his  name,  and  he  fcarce  deferves  another ;  however,  he 
is  underftood  by  that  of  the  Reading  knight-errant^ 
and  always  in  armour  for  the  devil ;  a  man  whofe  life 
feems  to  be  whole  Bonner  revived.  Hogeftrant,  the 
Popifh  Inquifitor,  could  not  hate  Martin  Luther 
more,  than  he  does  a  poor  Diffenter;  and  wants  but 
as  much  power,  as  he  has  will,  to  hang  more  than  he 
has  imprifoned.  The  laws  made  againft  Papifts,  he 
inflifts  upon  the  Quakers  ;  and  makes  it  crime  enough 
for  a  premunire,  to  have  an  eftate  to  lofe. 

The 


44  The    GREAT    CASE    of 

The  finglc  queftion  is  not,  *  Were  you  at  fuch  H. 
•  meeting?*  (which  the  a6t  intends)  but,    '  Will  you 

fwear  ?'  (which  it  intends  not).  And  women  efcape 
him  as  little  for  this,  as  thofe  of  his  own  tribe  do  ror 
fome  things  elfe.  But  what  of  all  things  moft  aggra* 
vates  the  man's  impiety,  is  the  making  a  devilifh  fnare 
of  a  Chriftian  duty ;  fince  fuch  as  have  come  to  vifit 
the  imprifoned,  have  been  imprifbned  themfclves  for 
their  charity.  So  that  with  him  it  feems  a  current 
maxim,  that  thofe  muft  not  come  to  fee  prifo^ers,  and 
not  be  fuch  themfelves,  who  will  not  take  the  oath  o£ 
allegiance  to  do  it. 

To  relate  the  whole  tragedy,  would  render  him  as 
bad,  as  the  difcourfe  big ;  and  the  latter  not  lefs  vo- 
luminous, than  the  former  odious.  But  three  things 
I  ihall  obferve : 

Firft,  that  he  has  crouded  feventy-two  perfons  (of 
thofe  called  Quakers)  men  and  women,  immodcftly 
into  jail,  not  fufFering  them  to  enjoy  common  conve- 
niences. And  for  his  diverfion,  and  the  punifhment 
of  little  children,  he  pours  cold  water  down  their 
necks. 

Secondly,  His  imprifonments  are  almoft  perpetual, 
Firft,  he  premunires  them,  without  any  juft  caufe  of 
fufpicion  J  then  imprifons  them ;  and  laftly  plunders, 
them,  and  that  by  a  law  enafted  againft  Romanifts : 
which,  if  all  be  true  that  is  faid,  is  more  his  concern 
than  theirs,  if,  without  offence,  it  may  be  fuppofed  he 
has  any  religion  at  all.  ^ 

Thirdly,  Some  have  been  there  about  eight  years.; 
and  Ihould  be  eighteen  more,  were  he  as  fure  to  live 
(being  more  than  feventy)  and  enjoy  his  power,  zt 
^oubtlefs  he  hopes  to  die  before  thofe  good  laws  over- 
take him  that  would  make  an  example  of  fuch  an 
opprefTor.  In  Ihort,  wives,  widows,  poor  and  father- 
lefs,  are  all  fifli  for  his  net ;  and  whether  over  or  un* 
der  age,  he  cafts  none  away,  but  feems  to  make  it  hjs. 
privilege  to  correft  law,  by  out-doing  it.  When  we 
have  faid  all  we  can  (and  we  can  never  fay  too  muchj^ 
if  enough)  he  is  ftiU  his  owi\  beft  charades 

SuQhi 
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Such  are  the  palfions,  follies^  and  prejudices,  men 
devoted  to  a  fpirit  of  impofition  and  perfecution  are 
attended  with. 

Non  enim  pojfumus  ^u^e  vidimus^  &f  audivimus,  non  loqui. 

In  Ihort,  what  religious,  what  wife,  what  prudent, 
what  good-natured  perfon,  would  be  a  perfecutor? 
Certainly  it  is  an  office  only  fit  for  thofe,  who  being 
void  of  all  reafon,  to  evidence  the  verity  of  their  owa 
religion,  fancy  it  to  be  true,  from  that  ft'rong  pro- 
penfity  and  greedy  inclination  they  find  in  themfelves 
to  perfecute  the  contrary,  A  weaknefs  of  fo  ill  a  con- 
fequence  to  all  civil  focieties,  that  the  admiffion  of  it 
ever  was,  and  ever  will  prove  their  utter  ruin,  as  well 
as  their  great  infelicity,  who  purfue  it. 

And  though  we  could  not  more  efilcftually  expreis 
our  revenge,  than  by  leaving  fuch  perfons  to  the  fcope 
of  their  own  humours;  yet  being  taught  to  love  and 
pray  for  our  perfecutors,  we  heartily  wifh  their  better 
information,  that  (if  it  be  poffible)  they  may  a6t 
more  fuitably  to  the  good  pleafure  of  the  eternal  juft 
God,  and  beneficially  to  thefe  nations. 

To  conclude  i  Liberty  of  Confcience,  as  thus  ftated 
and  defended,  we  a(k,  as  our  undoubted  right  by  the 
law  of  God,  of  nature,  and  of  our  own  country.  It 
has  been  often  promifed ;  we  have  long  waited  for  it ; 
we  have  writ  much,  and  fufFered  in  its  defence,  and 
have  made  many  true  complaints,  but  found  little  or 
no  redrefs. 

However,  we  take  the  righteous  holy  God  to  re- 
cord, againft  all  objeftions  that  are  ignorantly  or  de- 
fignedly  raifed  againft  us.  That 

I  ft.  We  hold  no  principle  deftrudtive  of  the  Englifh 
government. 

2d.  That  we  plead  for  no  fuch  Diflenter  (if  fuch  a 
one  there  be.) 

3d.  That  we  defiri  the  temporal  and  eternal  hap- 
pnefs  of  all  perfons  (in  fubmifiion  to  th<^  divine  will 
of  God)  i  heartily  forgiving  our  cruel  perfecutors. 

4thly, 
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4thly,  and  laftly.  We  fliall  engage,  by  God's  afliit- 
ance,  to  lead  peaceable,  juft  and  induftrious  lives  a- 
mongft  men,  to  the  good  and  example  of  alL  But  if, 
after  all  we  have  faid,  this  Ihort  difcourfe  fhould  not 
be  credited,  nor  anfwercd  in  any  of  its  fober  reafons 
and  requefts,  but  fufFerings  fhould  be  the  prefent  lot 
of  our  inheritance  from  this  generation  ^  be  it  known 
to  them  all,  that  meet  we  muft,  and  meet  we  cannot 
but  encourage  all  to  do  (whatever  we  fuftain)  in  God's 
name  and  authority,  who  is  Lord  of  Hofts,  and  King 
of  Kings  J  at  the  revelation  of  whofe  righteous  judg- 
ments, and  glorious  tribunal,  mortal  men  (hall  render 
an  account  of  the  deeds  done  in  the  body.  And  what- 
ever the  apprehenfions  of  fuch  may  be  concerning  this 
difcourft,  it  was  writ  in  love,  and  from  a  true  fenfe 
of  the  prefent  ftate  of  things,  and  time  and  the  event 
will  vindicate  it  from  untruth.  In  the  mean  while,  it 
is  matter  of  great  fatisfaftion  to  the  author,  that  he 
has  fo  plainly  cleared  his  confcience,  in  pleading  for 
the  "  Liberty  of  other  men's,"  and  publicly  borne 
his  honeft  teftimony  for  God,  not  out  of  feafon  to  his 
Poor  Country. 


POSTSCRIPT. 

A  few  brief  Obfervations  upon  the  late  Aft,  and 
the  ufual  Terms  of  Adls  of  this  Nature. 

THAT  which  we  have  to  fay,  relates  either  to 
the  terms  of  the  aft,  or  the  application  of  them 
to  us.  As  to  the  terms  of  the  aft,  they  are  thefe; 
"  Seditious  Conventicles,  Seditious  Sedaries,  and 
*'  Meetings  under  colour  or  pretence  of  religion/* 

I.  Seditious,  from  Sedition,  imports  as  much  as 
*!  Turbulent,  Contentious,  Faftious,,  which  fows  ftrife 

«  and 


LjIBERTT  OF  CONSCIENCE.        47 

'^  and  debate,    and  hazards  the   civil  peace  of  the 
**  government.** 

2.  CoNVENTiCLi,  *'  is  a  diminutive  private  aflem- 
**  bly,  defigning  and  contriving  evil  to  particular 
«*  perfons,  or  the  government  in  general."  See  Lamb. 
p.  173.  In  Tertullian*s  fenfe,  it  is  "  an  aflembly  of 
«*  immodeft  and  unclean  perfons  j"  at  leaft  it  was  fo 
taken  in  thofe  days,  and  objefted  againft  the  Chriftians 
as  their  praftice,  whom  he  defends.  Ter.  Apol. 

3.  Sectaries,  "  muft  be  fuch  as  disjoin  or  dif-mem- 
«  ber  thcmfelves  from  the  body  of  truth,  and  confels 
"  to  a  ftrange  and  untrue  opinion.  If  any  fubjeft  of 
"  this  i*ealm,  being  fixteen  years  of  age,  or  upwards, 
"  fhall  be  prcfent  at  any  aflembly,  or  conventicle,  on 
•^  pretence  of  religion,  &c,"  which  can  fignify  no 
"  more  than  thus  much,  that  true  it  is,  fome  may 
**  meet  and  aflemble  to  worfhip  God,  and  upon  a 
"  religious  account,  that  are  DiflTenters  j  fuch  we  cen- 
"  fure  not  -,  but  thofe  who,  under  colour  or  pretence 
*'  of  any  exercife  of  religion,  confpire,  &c.  they  arc 
"  to  be  fufpefted  and  profecuted." — ^This  being  the 
true  explanation  of  the  terms  of  the  aft,  we  proceed 
to  (hew  how  unreafonably  they  are  applied  to  us. 

I.  Words  are  but  fo  many  intelligible  marks  and 
charafters,  fet  and  employed  to  inform  us  of  each 
others  conceptions,  and  therein  of  the  nature  of  thofe 
things  they  (land  for.  Now  becaufe  we  take  the  aft  to 
mean  what  it  fpeaks,  and  that  the  law  concludes  no 
man  guilty  upon  conjeftures,  but  from  the  deteftion  of 
fome  fault ;  we  affirm  ourfelves  altogether  unconcerned 
in  that  word  Seditious^  becaufe  it  was  never  our  prac- 
tice, in  words  or  aftions,    *  to  difturb  the  government, 

*  or  fuggeft  principles  that  might  hatch  confpiracies, 

*  or  feed  the  vulgar  with  difafFeftion  to  their  rulers  j* 
but  before  the  king's  coming  in,  at  his  coming  in, 
and  ever  fince,  notwithftanding  our  frequent  fufFer- 
ing,  ^  we  have  made  it  our  bulinefs  to  heal  animofi- 

*  ties,  preach  forgivencfs  and  charity  amongft  men,* 
and  that  they  would,  by  an  hearty  repentance,  turn 

to 
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to  God,  rather  than  hunt  after  revenge  upon  one  ano- 
ther :  therefore  we  affert,  we  have  not  done  one  thing 
that  may  be  proved  Seditious,  in  the  fcnfe  above-men- 
tioned. 

a.  That  we  are  ftrangers  to  Conventicles  is  moft 
cviaent ;  for  where  the  parts  that  render  it  fuch  are 
wanting,  there  can  be  no  conventicle ;  but  that  they 
are  in  our  aflemblies>  appears  j  firft,  ^  Becaufe  our 
«  meetings  are  not  fmall.  2.  Neither  are  they  private 
«  or  clandeftine ;  but  in  the  .view  of  all  people.     Nor 

*  are  they  riotous,  licentious,  or  otherwife  immodeft, 
«  or  immoral ;  but  on  purpofe  to  difluade  perfons  fronn 
«  fuch  impieties/  So  that  we  are  clear  in  the  inter- 
pretation of  the  law,  13  H.  5.  cap.  8.  19,  and  19  H. 
7.  cap.  13,  and  in  the  fcnfe  of  the  famous  father  Ter- 
tuUian. 

3.  Seffaries,  is  a  word,  that  whofoever  has  but  CQn-* 
fidence  enough  to  conceit  himfelf  in  the  right,  by 
confequence  wants  none  to  fuppofe  the  contrary  in  the 
wrong,  and  fo  to  call  him  a  Seliaty.  But  this  is  but  a 
mere  begging  of  the  queftion  j  for  to  fay  thofe  ar€ 
SeSiarieSy  does  not  include  them  fuch;  nor  does  the 
aft  fpeak  fo  plainly  of  Diflenters.  But  granting  it  did, 
yet  they  muft  be  Seditious  ones,  or  elfe  all  will  be  in 
vain.  Where  we  may  obferve,  that  purely  to  be  a 
Sectary  is  not  what  the  aft  ftrikes  at,  but  to  be  a  Sedi^ 
tious  one :  for  a  man  may  differ  in  judgment  about 
matters  of  faith,  from  the  national  religion,  and  yet 
correfpond  with  the  government  in  matters  civil.  So 
that  the  aft  upon  the  whole  aims  not  at  SeSlaries  Am- 
ply, but  they  muft  be  fuch  as  are  enemies  to  the  civil 
conftitution  to  be  rendered  Seditious  onesj  from  which 
we  have  fufficiently  cleared  ourfelves. 

4.  «^  That  we  meet  under  colour  and  pretence,  and 
«'  not  really,  to  worfhip  God,"  we  deny,  and  non^ 
can  prove.     It  were  high  incharity  to  affirm  pofitiv^ly, 

*  this  or  that  people  meet  only  under  a  colour  of  reli- 

*  gion.'  Yet  unlefs  the  aft  had  fo  exprefled  itfelf,  we 
conceive  their  authority  lame  and  imperfcft  rfiat  per^ 
fccute  us  by.  it.    It  will  help  but  little  to  fay,  the 

king. 


Q! 
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king,  lordsj  and  commons,  hy^  the  following  words^ 
"  In  other  manner  than  according  to  the  liturgy  of 
"  the  church  of  England,"  meant,  that  fuch  meet  un- 
der a  pretence  that  did  not  conform  to  that  worfliip ; 
fince  the  precedent  words  fay,  "  under  colour  or  prc- 
"  tence  of  any  exercife  of  religion  in  other  manner," 
&c.  So  that  they  are  only  ftruck  at,  who  are  not  fin- 
cere  Diflenters  •,  but  that  are  fuch,  with  defign  to  carry 
on  another  end. 

Obj.  But  may  fome  fay,  '  It  is  granted,  you  have 
'  very  evidently  evaded  the  force  of  the  ad,  fo  far  as 
^  relates  to  thefe  recited  expreflions.  But  what  if  a 
^  bill  be  ready,  for  an  explanatory  and  fupplementory 
^  ad  to  the  former,  wherein  this  fcope  for  argument 
'  will  not  be  found  j  becaufe  your  meetings  will 
'  be  abfolutely  adjudged  feditious,  riotous,  and  un- 
'  lawful/ 

To  which  we  anfwer,  T4iat  as  the  granting  of  the 
firft,  which  none  reafonably  can  deny,  is  a  manifeft 
impeachment  of  fuch  as  have  violently  profecuted  peo- 
ple for  being  prefent  at  religious  affemblies  (almoft  to 
their  utter  undoing)  fo  (hall  we  as  eafily  anfwer  the 
fecond,  which  amounts  to  the  force  of  an  objeftion, 
and  briefly  thus : 

Firft,  It  is  not  more  impoflible  for  mankind  to  pre- 
ferve  their  fociety  without/peecby  than  it  is  abfolutely 
requifite  that  the  fpeech  be  regular  and  certain.  For, 
if  what  we  call  a  matiy  a  lion,  a  whale,  to-day,  we 
Ihould  call  a  woman,  a  dog,  dijprat  to-morrow  i  there 
would  be  fuch  uncertainty  and  confufion,  as  it  would 
be  altogether  impoflible  to  preferve  fpeech  or  language 
intelligible. 

Secondly,  It  is  not  in  the  power  of  all  the  men  in 
the  world  to  reconcile  an  abfoltite  contradiSiion,  to  con- 
vert  the  nature  of  light  into  that  of  darknefs,  nor  to 
cnadt  a  thing  to  be  that  which  it  is  not :  but  that,  thofe 
endeavour  to  do,  who  think  of  making  our  religious 
meetings  routs  and  riots.   For,  i.  They  offer  violence 

Yoi.  m.  p  to 
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to  our  common  propriety  of  language ;  it  being  the 
fil-ft  time  that  ever  a  religious   and  peaceable  affembly 
would  be  enafted  a  rout  or  riot.     Nature,  reafon,  the 
law  of  the  land,  and  common  praftice  and  obfervation, 
give  a  clear  contrary  definition  of  a  rout  and  riot.     2. 
They  endeavour  to  reconcile  con  trad  idkions ;  for  they 
would  have  a  thing  that,  which  by  nature  it  cannot 
be  :  for  that  which  is  peaceable  cannot  be  riotous ;  and 
what  is  religious  can  never  be  feditious.  For  any  to  fay, 
*  our  meetings  are  not  religious,'  is  not  only  a  poor 
cvafion,  but  great  incharity:    for  that  is  properly   a 
religious  affembly,  where  perfons  are  congregated  with 
a  real   purpofe  of  worfhipping  God,    by   prayer,   or 
othcrwife,  let  the  perfons  met  be  efteemed  doftrinally 
orthodox,  or  not.     Can  any  be  fo  ignorant,  or  fo  ma- 
licious, as  to  believe  we  do  not  affcmble  to  worfhip 
God,  to  the  beft  of  our  underftanding  ?  If  they  think 
otherwife,  they  muft,  and  do,  affume  unto  themfelves 
a  power  beyond  the  arrogancy  of  the  Pope  himfelf, 
that  never  yet  adventured  to  tell  man  his   thoughts, 
nor  the  purpofes  and  intents  of  his  heart;  which  he, 
or  they,  muft  do,  that   definitively  judge  our   affem- 
blies  (void  of  fword  or  ftafi^,  drum  or  mufket,  tumult 
or  violence,  and  circumftantiated  with  all  the  tokens 
of  Chriftian  devotion)  a  rout  or  a  riot.     And  truly, 
if  Proteftants  deny  the  legality  of  thofe  afts  or  edicts, 
which  were  contrived  and  executed  ih  order  to  their 
fuppreffion,  by  the  refpedlive  kings  and  parliaments 
that  owned  the  Romifh  faith  and  authority,  where  they 
either  did  or  do  live,  let  them  not  think  it  ftrange, 
if  yre  on  the  fame  terms  (namely,  fcruple  of  confci- 
cnce)  refufe  compliance  with  their  laws  of  reftraint. 
And  as  the  firft  reformers  were  no  whit  daunted  at  the 
black  characters  the  Romanills.  faftened  on  them,  nei- 
ther thought  their  affembliei,  in  a  way  of  profeffed 
reparation,  the  more   unlawful  for  their  reprefenting 
them  fuch;  no  more  are  we  furprized  or  feared  at  the 
ugly  phrafes  daily  caft  upon  us  by  a  fort  of  men,  that 
either  do  not  know  us,  or  would  not  that  others  Ihould : 

for 
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for  we  are  not  fo  eafily  to  be  braved,  menaced,  or 
pcrfecuted  out  of  our  fcnfe,  reafon,  and  privilege. 

They  fay,  ^  Losers  have  leave  to  fpeak  j'  at  leaft 
we  take  it  -,  none  being  greater  lofers,  than  fuch  as, 
for  diflenting  from  national  inftitutions  in  point  of 
faith  or  worlhip,  are  deprived  of  their  common 
rights  and  freedoms,  and  hindered  as  much  as  may  b« 
from  reverencing  the  God  that  made  them,  in  that 
way  which  to  them  feems  mod  acceptable  to  him. 

To  conclude ;  we  fay,  (and  by  it  let  our  intentions 
in  our  whole  difcourfe  be  mcafured)  that  we  have  not  , 
defended  any  Diflenters,  whofe  quarrel  or  diffent  is 
rather  civil  and  political,  than  religious  and  confcien- 
tious :  for  we  really  think  fuch  unworthy  of  protec- 
tion from  the  Englifh  government,  who  feek  the  ruin 
of  it ;  and  that  fuch  as  are  contributors  to  the  jprefer- 
vation  of  it,  (though  Diflenters  in  point  of  faith  or 
worlhip)  are  unqueflionalply  intituled  to  a  protedion 
from  IT. 
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Or,  A  PAMPHLETj   intituled, 

AnExPLANATioM    of   the    ROMAN 
CATHOLICK    BELIEF, 

BRIEFLY    EXAMINED, 

By    WILLIAM    PENN. 


But  in  vain  do  they  worfhip  me,  teaching  ^or  do£lriiles  tke 
commandments  of  men,  Matt.  xv.  9. 

Now  as  Jannes  and  Jambres  withftood  Mofes,  fo  do  thefe  alfo 
refift  the  truth  ;  men  of  corrupt  minds,  reprobates  concern- 
ing the  faith.     2  Tim.  iii.  8« 


T  0 

The  English  pROTEStAMx  Readen 

tT7E  hope  it  may  not  be  too  late  to  militate  for 
yy  truth  againft  the  dark  fuggeftions  of  papal 
fuperftition. — ^Nor  can  we  think  that  it  fhould  be 
efteemed  Heterodox,  for  a  diffenting  Proteftant  (whilft 
almoft  gafping  for  his  own  liberty)  to  vindicate  that 
of  reformation,  from  the  quaintefl:  ftratagems,  and 
moft  unwearied  endeavours,  of  Romifli  emiflaries,  to 
put  both  it  and  us  into  their  inquifition* 

We  know  they  have  fo  far  maitered  their  ancient 
fiercenefs,  and  mafked  their  fanguine  looks  with  thofe 
more  modeft  and  familiar,   that  though  we  need  not 
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more  reafon  than  before,  we  need  more  fkill  and  cau- 
tion, or  elfe  we  may  too  fatally  experience  the  force 
of  that  vulgar  proverb  ;  "  Laugh  in  thy  face,  and  cut 
"  thy  throat." 

They  arc  grown  fo  complaifant,  as  none  feem 
more  exafperated  at  perfecution  than  themfelves, 
(whilft  the  very  fathers  of  it)  decrying  the  fiercenefs 
of  fome  countries  (whofe  incendiaries  they  were,  and 
ftill  are)  and  imputingall  the  blood  of  poor  Proteft- 
ants  to  fome  unwarrantable  civil  fcore,  (therein  abu- 
fing  the  civil  magiftrate  with  the  execution  of  their 
own  confpiracies)  :  nay,  for  all  their  venerable  efteem 
of  the  Pope's  infallibility,  they  have  not  ftuck  to 
cenfure  his  roaring  bulls  (though  procured  by  their 
own  means)  and  ail  that  might  exprefs  their  new  ten- 
dernefs ;  that  many,  unacquainted  with  their  pradtices, 
are  ready  to  believe  them  what  they  fay  themfelves  to 
be.;  ^  whofe  moral  is  to  have  two  ftrings  to  their  bowy 

*  to  be  ambo-dexter,  and  furnifhed  with  meanings  to 
^  fuit  the  compafs  of  all  occafions/ 

In  fhort,  I  premife  three  things: 

Firft,  That  I  cordially  believe  a  great  number  of 
Romanifts  may  be  abufed ,  zealots,  through  the  idle 
voluminous  traditions  of  their  church ;  whom  I  rather 
pity,  than  dare  to  wrong. 

Secondly,  That  I  defign  nothing  lefs  than  incenfing 
of  the  civil  magiftrate  againft  them  (were  fuch  a  thing 
poiTible)  :  for  I  profefs  myfelf  ^  a  friend  to  an  univer- 

*  fal  toleration  of  faith  and  worfliip/ 

Thirdly,  That  the  pamphlet  anfwered,  being  but 
one  Iheet,  I  confine  my  examination  to  a  narrow  com- 
pafs :  and  the  rather,  becaufe  a  more  confiderable 
difcourfe  is  under  my  prefent  enquiry  ;  which,  if  Pro- 
vidence fo  order  it,  may  fpeedily  be  made  publick. 

However,  let  this  go  for  preface  to  that  larger  traft; 
in  which  the  Romanifts  may  fee  both  their  ignorance 
in  the  marks  of  a  true  church,  and  their  little  fhare 
or  intereft  in  thofc  they  attribute  to  her  as  fuch. 

Penn,  Buckinghamfhire,  "VY,   P^ 

'  'the'z3d  of  the  nth 
Month,  1670. 
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THOUGH  to  argue  againft  a  tribe  of  men,  that 
efteem  all  Reason  carnal^  and  Scriptures  i;»- 
ferfeSij  might  rightly  be  judged  a  mere  beating  of  the 
air,  and  a  tafk  only  to  be  enterprized  by  fuch  as  arc 
defirous  of  no  fuccels  ;  yet  to  prevent  thofe  who  may 
be  deceived,  and  if  poflible  to  reclaim  fuch  as  are  j 
and  laftly,  to  clear  mine  own  confcience,  (moft  of  all 
in  mine  eye)  I  (hall  defcend  to  confider  the  unfound, 
as  well  as  untrue,  confefTions  of  the  Romanifts  in  the 
pamphlet  under  examination. 

!•     Of  the    Scriptures, 

Papift.  '  Til/  ^  believe  the  Holy  Scriptures  to  be 
^   Wl    of  Divine  Infpiration,  and  Infallible 
*  authority ;  and  whatfoever  is  therein  contained  to  be 
^  the  Word  of  God/  Page  i. 

Anfw,  Certainly  thefe  men  mull  either  think  we  are 
wholly  ignorant  of  their  principles,  or  we  muft  needs 
conclude  they  have  forfaken  them.  It  is  fo  manifeft 
that  they  have  robbed  the  fcriptures  of  their  authority, 
that  the  Pope  has  all  i  and  they  have  then  only  any, 
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when  he  is  pleafed  to  ftamp  his  frobatum  eft  upon  them. 
That  this  is  true,  how  frequent  do  we  find  the  Ro- 
manifts  in  their  refleftions  upon  the  Proteftants  on  this 
occafion,  ^  That  they  had  not  known  the  fcriptures  to 

*  be  fuch ;  nay,  they  might  have  been  as  an  idle  tale 
^  to  them,  had  they  not  been  received,  believed,  and 

*  delivered  down,  as  divine  writ,  by  their  chus^h  V 
As  if  the  ground  of  believing  this  to  be  true,  and 
that  to  be  falfe,  had  been  as  much  that  of  true  faith, 
as  we  know  it,  by  fad  experience,  to  be  the  caufe  of 
that  ftupid  fuperftition,  and  brutifti  zeal,  which  reign 
amongft  the  abufed  Romanifts.  Befides,  if  the  fcrip- 
tures be  infallible,  as  they  confefs,  why  are  thofc  doc- 
trines and  prafticcs  retained  in  the  Romifh  church 
which  moft  exprefsly  oppofe  the  fenfe  of  fcripture, 
upon  the  fingle  edifts  of  the  Pope ;  as  that,  of  '  prohi- 

*  biting  priefts  to  marry,  and  flefh  to  be  eaten  upon 

*  certain  days  ?'  Of  which  the  truly  catholick  apoftle 
gives  this  definitive  judgment,  they  are  *^  the  doc 
*'  trine  of  devils."  Nor  are  their  practices,  in  lieu 
thereof,  lefs  diabolical;  fince  their  falls  are  moft  ufually 
kept  with  '  exceflive  treats  of  wine  and  fweetmeats ;' 
and  their  priefts  are  notorioufly  allowed  to  frequent 
ftews,  or  to  keep  as  many  ftrumpets  as  their  purfc  or 
luft  (hall  pleafe  j  though  it  be  a  moft  cardinal  offence, 
by  marrying,  to  have  one  honeft  woman.  But  thofc 
who  travel  Italy  are  not  unacquainted  with  the  Pope*s 
gain,  or  taxes  on  fuch  places,  for  which  they  have  his 
broad-feal,  or  open  licence. 

Perhaps  fome  will  fay,  '  Thefe  are  but  minute  mat- 
ters' (however  good  old  Paul  might  zealoufly  ftile 
them  dodtrines  of  devils)  and  therefore  we  will  in* 
ftance  in  fomething  more  important.'  What  think  the 
Papifts  of  their  images  ?  ^  *Tis  true,  that  they  fay  they 
do  not  adore  them  now ;  but  we  know  what  eftcem 
their  firft  ere£tors  put  upon  them,  and  the  high  value 
the  Romifh  church  places  upon  the  inventors :  and  it  is 
as  impoflible  we  fliould  give  our  eyes  the  lie,  when 
we  behold  them  macerating  their  breafts  and  knees 
before  thofe  unfenfible  ftocka  and  ftones,  as  Romanifts 

are 
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are  wont  to  think  us  mod  abfurd  in  crediting  our 
fenfcs  J  as  if  that  proverb  were  of  no  moment,  ^  Sec- 
^  ing  is  believing,  or  rather  convincing/ 

Alas,  their  popes,  cardinals,  friars,  nunneries,  holy- 
days,  with  other  points  more  doftrinal  yet  to  be  ex*' 
amined,  whence  came  they  ?  What  fcripture  ever  au- 
thorized fuch  praftices  in  the  Chriftian  church  ?  Paul 
told  the  churches,  "  He  had  not  been  wanting  to  de- 
"  clare  the  whole  counfel  of  God  unto  them  ;*'  and 
yet  were  they  wholly  ignorant  of  thefe  things,  and 
that  for  above  three  hundred  years  after. 

Therefore  we  infer,  that  fince  there  is  that  manifeft 
jar  betwixt  this  piece  of  their  profeflion,  and  their 
prefent  praftice,  as  well  as  dodlrine,  they  have  either 
relinquifhed  their  former  faith,  or  play  the  wretched 
impoftors  with  the  people.  I  wifh  the  firft^  but  fear 
the  lait 

Papift.  *  But  fince  in  the  fcripture  there  are  fome 

*  things  hard  to  be  underftood,  which  the  unliable 
'  wreft  to  their  own  deftrudtion  j  we  therefore  profefs^ 

*  for  the  end  of  controverfies,  to  fubmit  our  judgment 

*  to  that  of  the  church  in  a  free  general  Council. 

Anfw.  A  poor  fhift  to  invalidate  fcriptures,  and  en- 
title their  own  traditions  to  the  honour  of  a  rule,  and 
as  what  moft  aptly  Ihould  decide  all  controverfies. 

Peter's  words,  applied  to  render  this  pretence  more 
plaufible,  are  miferably  mifapplied.  The  apoftle  only 
fays,  that  Paul  had  writ  to  them  concerning  *^  the 
'*  long-fufitring  of  God,  that  it  was  falvation ;  (the 
prefent  fubjeft  handled  by  Peter)  and  that  in  thofe 
epiflles  Paul  had  "  fome  things  hard  to  be  under* 
"  ftood."  But  what  were  thofe  things  ?  Not  thofe  in 
.controverfy  betwixt  us  and  the  Papifts,  nothing  being 
more  notorious.  And  who  were  they  that  wrefl:ed 
them,  but  the  unlearned  and  unftable,  not  in  the 
wifdom  of  this  world,  (that  being  fcience,  falfly  fo 
called  i)  but  wicked  and  ungodly  men?  as  the  profufe 
Athcift  of  the  times^  in  his  frequent  abufe  of  the  fcrip. 
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ture,  by  his  fcurrilous  mifintcrpretation  of  it.  For 
as  the  wife  man  faid,  "  To  fear  God,  is  wifdom/'  (or 
true  learning)  and  "  to  depart  from  iniquity,  that  is 

a  good  underftanding  j'*    and  as  Jefus  Chrift  faid. 

They  that  do  my  will,  fliall  know  of  my  dodlrine." 
How  then  can  the  Papifts  infer  from  hence,  that  the 
fcriptures  are  imperfeft,  in  the  more  fundamental 
points  of  faith  and  worfhip?  Can  it  be  the  word  of 
God,  and  yet  wanting  fufEciency  ? 

A  free  general  council  is  a  monfter,  in  the  Romifli 
church !  How  dare  they  talk  fuch  language  here  in 
England,  who  know  the  feverity  of  the  Jefuits  and 
Popifti  faftion  againft  it  beyond  the  feas  ?  What  meant 
thofe  ill  refentments  againft  White  and  Serjeant  of 
England,  and  Welch  of  Ireland,  in  Rome,  if  this  la- 
titudinarian  or  new  kind  of  popery  had  not  difgufted  ? 
Nor  can  I  take  it  for  an  inftance  of  their  return ;  but 
a^  the  next  beft  ftep  to  the  exorbitancy  of  popifh  in- 
fallibility. 

What  Ihould  a  council  be  called  for  ?  That  princi- 
ples fhould  be  received  or  difowned  ?  Then  muft  a 
general  council  give  faith,  and  underftanding ;  or  elfe 
men  muft  be  concluded  to  believe  againft  their  be- 
lief, by  plurality  of  votes :  a  thing  ridiculous,  with 
half-witted  people.  If  God's  grace,  and  the  fcripture 
record,  be  not  fufficient,  reafon  and  experience  tell 
us  that  general  councils  are  much  more  infufficient. 
Befides,  this  were  to  ulher  in  all  kind  of  impiety :  for 
whatever  intereft  in  the  general  council  (as  that  of 
Trent)  concludes  as  requifite  to  be  received  or  done, 
that  muft  indifpcnfably  be  obeyed :  fo  that  the  moral  or 
dodlrinal  good  or  evil  of  an  aft,  or  principle  (in  and 
from  a  man's  own  judgment)  fhall  not  be  obliging  j 
but  he  muft  be  bound  againft  his  owa  fenfe,  reafon, 
and  faith. 

The  fenfe  of  antiquity,  and  their  own  authors. 

Their  pretence  of  ufing  tradition  for   a  neceflary 
fupply  to  the  defects  of  the  fcriptures,  is  a  mere  jug- 
gle; 
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glc ;  fince  they  only  evade  the  clearnefs  of  the  one,  to 
fhroud  their  defeftive  doftrines  under  the  abufed  an-? 
tiquity  of  the  other.  For  it  is  well  known,  that  by 
their  "  Expurgatory  indices,"  they  have  endeavoured 
to  purge  the  works  of  the  firft  fathers,  of  fuch  matters 
as  might  make  to  the  overthrow  of  their  fuperftitious 
doftrines.  This  is  evident  out  of  Junius,  in  the  cafe 
of  Bertram,  elder  than  Theophylaft,  Oecumenius,  &c* 
Bellarmine  himfelf  fticks  not  to  allow  it,  but  fhifts  it 
off  to  an  Arian. 

This  may  be  farther  feen,  in  the  colleftion  Binius 
made  of  the  fathers,  pag.  28.  2  edit.  an.  221.  In 
fliort,  whole  fentences  are  put  out,  and  whole  fen- 
tences  put  in.  Much  might  be  faid  of  this,  but  in 
my  other  difcourfe  I  fhall  enlarge. 

And  what  they  mean  by  a  free  general  council,  wc 
may  read  in  the  council  of  Trent,  whofe  fimony  and 
cheats  outdo  all  precedents. — Befides,  thefe  men  little 
dream  of  one  Turrecremata,  that  in  fo  many  words 
tells  us,  ^  The  pope  is  the  foundation,  rule,  and  prin- 

*  ciple  of  FAITH :'  (which  is  God's  gift)  ^  for  to  him 
^  it  belongs,'    fays  that  doftor,   *  to  be  the  rtieafure, 

*  rule,  and  fcience  of  things  that  arc  to  be  believed^ 
^  and  of  things  which  are  neccflary  to  be  believed  un-* 

*  to  life  eternal.'  Turrecrem.  lib.  2.  cap.  107.  This 
is  the  fting.  Confider  the  pope's  intereft  j  and  what 
that  is,  fuch  will  be  his  impofitions :  horrible  flavcry, 
and  moft  unpardonable  idolatry !  For  as  he  can  make 
a  new  creed,  or  fymbol  of  faith,  fo  he  can  multiply 
new  articles  one  upon  another,  fays,  Aug.  Triumpbus 
extravag.  deUrb.  ^.  59.  Art.  2.  Salmeron  Prolog,  in 
com.  in  Epiji.  ad  Rom.  part  3.  p.  176. 
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11.  Of  the  Bleffed  Trinity  :  of  Prayer  to  Saints  and 

Angels. 

^    .n,    ^  THrE  humbly  believe  the  facred  myftery 
rapUt.       yy     ,  ^f  ^^^  gj^g.^^  Trinity,  One  Eter- 

nal  Alniighty  and  Incomprehenfible  God,  whom  only 
we  adore  and  worfhip,  as  alone  having  fovereign 
dominion  over  all  things;  to  whom  we  acknow- 
ledge,  as  due  from  men  and  angels,  all  glory,  and 
fervice,  and  obedience;  abhorring  from  our  hearts 
(as  a  moft  deteftable  facrilege)  to  give  our  Creator's 
honour  to  any  creature  whatfoever.* 

Anfw.  Thefe  fine  words  look  newly  ftamped  out  of 
the  Jefuits  mint.  Were  they  as  plain,  as  they  are  fil- 
led with  equivocation,  the  Romanift  would  deceive  us 
all  in  our  opinion  of  him,  concerning  the  point  in 
controverfy.     Obferve  his  cunning. 

His  words  of  the  Trinity  are  modeft,  neither  highly 
Athanasian,  nor  yet  Socinian,  as  fome  phrafe  it,  but 
calculated  to  both  meridians.  Yet  how  meii  can  own 
God,  and  deny  the  exprefs  rules  of  his  Spirit,  as  moft 
precifely  mentioned  in  the  fcriptures  of  truth,  is  to 
me  a  paradox.  But  how  much  the  progenitors  of  the 
Romanifts  have  been  injurious  to  the  Chriftian  faith, 
by  their  multiplied  obfcure  phrafes  about  the  Tri- 
nity, is  not  unknown  to  fome. 

He  thinks  to  clear  himfelf  of  imagery,  but  plainly 
catches  himfelf  in  his  own  refervations.  What  ho- 
nour does  he  give  to  God  ?  «  That  which  is  due  to 
«  him,  as  having  fovereign  dominion  over  all  things.* 
He  does  not  lay  that  none  is  due  to  faints  or  angels. 

*  They  abhor  to  give  their  Creator's  honour  to  any 

*  creature  /  but  do  they  deny  to  give  any  divine  ho- 
nour to  images,  or  the  reprefentations  of  faints  and 
angels  ?  Of  this  they  are  filent,  but  we  know  they 
do  it. 

Papift. 
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Papift.    *  And  therefore  we  folemnly  proteft,  that 

*  by  the  prayers  we  addrefs  to  angels  and  faints^  we 

'  intend  no  other  than  humbly  to  folicit  their  aflift-  , 
^  ance  before  the  throne  of  grace :  not  that  we  hope 
'  any  thing  from  them  as  original  authors,  but  from 
^  God  tnrough  Jefus  Chrift,  our  only  Mediator  and 

*  Redeemer/ 

Anfw.  It  were  endlefs  to  bring  the  contradiftions  of 
their  own  authors,  to  the  fenfc  thefe  words  feem  to 
import;  and  yet  they  are  fo  laid  as  to  admit  of  various 
conftruftions  i  an  art  they  are  greatly  mafters  of. 

Firft,  What  ground  have  they  to  believe  that  fuch 
felicitations  have  fuch  effefts?  The  fcriptures  are  filent 
in  .the  cafe;  nor  was  it  the  pradlice  of  fcveral  ages 
after  that  of  the  apoftles.  So  that  it  is  neither  wslt^ 
rantable  by  the  fcripture,  nor  the  moft  unfpotted  tra- 
dition. 

Nor  do  we  fay,  that  the  Papifts  ever  held  thofe  ima- 
ges to  have  any  virtue  fimply  from  within  themfelves, ' 
but  that  Gop  was  the  original  author :  yet  their  own 
words  imply,  they  may  be  mediate  authors  of  benefit; 
to  us. 

And  what  is  it  but  to  contradift  themfelves,  to  fay, 

*  They  own  but  one  Mediator,  Chrift  Jefus ;'  and  yet 
to  allow  a  mediating  power  to  faints  and  angels,  at 
the  throne  of  grace  ?  If  people  will  be  phrafed  out 
of  their  religion,  they  may.  But  fuch  deferve  to  be 
Papifts,  who  have  fo  mean  an  opinion  of  their  owa 
under ftandings,  as  to  embrace  thefe  crofling  confeiTions 
for  fincere  articles  of  faith. 

The  fenfe  of  antiquity. 

Images  of  old  were  not  admitted  to  be  in  churches 
(fo  called) ;  Simon  Magus  being  their  moft  notorious 
founder,  and  by  whofe  example  they  were  firft  reve- 
renced. The  Gnofticks,  and  Carpocratians,  are 
charged  with  this  Popifli  veneration,  as  hereticks,  in 
Xk^odoret^  lib.  i.  Auguft.  H<eret.  FabuL-^Iramus  de 
'  '  *  HareJ. 
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Haref.  lib.  i.  cap.  23.     *  It  is  forbidden  to  us  to  ufe 

*  that  deceitful  art,'  faid  Clemens  Alcxandrinus,  more 
than  1300  years  ago,  lib.  6 .  Strom.  The  piftures  of 
what  was  worfiiipped  were  prohibited  to  be  painted ' 
on  the  walls,  or  that  there  fhould  be  any  images  in 
churches  (fo  called.)  Thus  in  the  council  of  Eliberis, 
Placuit  piiluras  in  eccleftd  ejfe  non  debere  j  ne  quod  colifur, 
aut  adoratury  in  parietibus  depingatur.  Con.  2^*  So 
Auguft.  de  Morib.  Ecclef,  lib.  1.  cap.  24. 

III.    Of  Juftification  of  MERITS. 

p  .n  '  Tll/^^  firmly  believe  that  no^  force  of  na- 
rapi   .       YY     f  ^^^^^  ^^^  dignity  of  our  beft  works, 

*  can   merit  juftification  j  but  we  are  juftified  freely 

*  by  grace,  through  the  redemption  that  is  in  Chrift 
'  Jefus.* 

Anfw.  The  Roman  catholick  is  fo  far  from  firmly 
believing  what  he  fays,  that  upon  his  own  avowed 
principles  he  believes  nothing  firmly.  Can  any  fober 
perfon  think,  that  to  be  juftified  for  the  fake  of  works, 
is  to  be  juftified  by  grace  ?  If  fo,  contradictions  are 
moft  reconcileable,  and  darknefs  may  not  unaptly  be 
termed  light.  This  is  the  very  cafe  that  Paul  of  old 
ftrenuoufly  argued  againft  the  meritorians  of  his  time, 
*'  If  of  grace,  then  not  of  works ;  if  of  works,  then 
**  not  of  gra(::e." 

It  is  to  mock  the  world  to  fay,  *  That  Roma.nifts 

*  expeft  to  be  juftified  by  grace,'  who  have  for 
ages  impleaded  that  dodtrine,  as  dangerous  and  here- 
tical. Bellarmine,  in  his  difcourfe  of  this  point,  is 
moft  plain,  and  more  modern  authors  follow  his  fteps. 
But  they  fay, 

Papift.  *  All  other  merits  (according  to  our  fenfe 

*  of  that  word)  fignify  no  more  than  adions  done  by 
'  the  affiftance  of  God's  grace,  to  which  he  has  pro- 
'  mifed  a  reward.'— Thus  we  believe  the  merit  or  re- 

^  wardablenef% 
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*  wardablenefs  of  holy  living  (both  which  fignify  the 

*  fame  with  us)  arifes  not  from  the  fclf-valuc  even  of 

*  our  bcft  aftions,  as  they  are  ours,  but  from  the  grace 

*  and  bounty  of  God/ 

Anfw.  Methinks  thefe  men  are  run  to  a  harrow 
flrait,  who  venture  to  reconcile  merits  and  grace:  they 
cannot  wholly  be  divorced  from  merits^  and  yet  would 
they  fain  efpoufe  grace ;  and  by  fecking  to  ^cd  both, 
they  do  not  a  little  manifeft  their  own  palliated  de- 
ligns :  for  either  they  muft  confefs  themfelves,  and 
all  their  anceftors  mod  ignorant  perfons,  that  they 
could  never  find  any  dillindlion  betwixt  merit  and 
grace  before ;  or  elfc  they  would  retain  the  force  of 
their  meritorious  opinions,  under  their  more  general 
conceflion  of  God's  grace :  a  way  of  evading,  they 
are  not  a  little  /killed  at. 

Nor  is   there  lefs  difference  betwixt  merit  and  re^ 
wardaklenejsy  as  they  phrafe  it,  than  betwixt  the  mid- 
dle and  the  end.     Grace  and  merit,  as  ftated  by  Cal- 
vinifts  and   Papifts,    are    taken   for   **  faith    without 
"  works,"  and  "  works  without  faith  j"  like  the  two 
poles  :  doftrines  the  moft  oppofite.     Now  rewardahU^ 
nejs  is  neither  5  but  fomething  in  the  middle  >  and  in- 
deed the  mod  true:  for  grace  is  ^  free  gift  ^  requiring 
nothing:  vterit  is  a  work  proportioned  to  iht  wages: 
rewardablenefs  is  a  work  without  which  God  will  not 
bellow  his  favour,  and  yet  not  the  meritorious  caufe; 
for  that  there  is  no  proportion  betwixt  the  work,  that 
is  finite  and  temporary;  and   the  reward,  which  is  in- 
finite and  eternal :    in  which  fenfe  both  the  creature 
obeys  the  commands  of  God,  and  does  not  merity  but 
obtain  only,  and  God  rewards  the  creature,  and  yet  fo 
as  that  he  gives   too.      But   the  Papifts  are  very  far 
from   this  medium;  and  theii   ihuffling  this  doftrine 
of  merit  betwixt  grace  and  rewardabknefsy  only  fhews 
how  unwilling  they  are  to  venture  it  in  the  plain  field, 
and  not  that   any   thing  of  refemblance  is  betwixt  it 
and  them,  they   being  of  three  diftind  natures  and 
fignificatiQns. 

Bcfides, 
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Befides^  it  is  wretched  to  think  by  what  ways  the 
tbufed  Romanifts  fancy  to  merit  juftification  -,  not  by 
keeping  the  moral  law  (as  we  fliall  fhew  anon) ;  not 
by  fulfilling  the  evangelical  precepts  i  but  by  their 
vain  repetitions  *  of  their  Ave  Maria's,  beads,  fafts, 
^  fcafts,  holy  days,  adoration  of  images,  frequenting 

*  of  mafles,  praying  to  the  dead-,  invoking  the  Virgin 

*  Mary  for  her  interceflionj  figning  themfelvcs  with 

*  the  crofs;    abftaining  from   flefli,  and  priefts  from 

*  marriage;  by  perpetrating  fome  notorious  fa6t  for 

*  the   good   of  their  church,    whether    by   killing  a 

*  prince,  or  blowing  up  a  ftate/  Thefe,  and  the 
like  praftices  (ftrange  and  exotic  to  the  primitive  and 
Chriftian  faith  and  worfhip)  are  the  grand  motives  to 
juftification ;  and  fometimes  they  have  gone  fo  high» 
as  to  deferve  a  canonizing  at  Rome  itfelf.  Thus 
briefly  have  I  given  an  account  of  their  merits  of  juf- 
tification. 


IV.  Of  the  Holy    EUCHARIST. 

Pan' ft    *  T^  ^^^  ^^^y  cucharift,  or  moft  venerable 
"    *      J[  *  facrament  of  the  body  and  blood  of  our 

*  Lord ;   we  acknowledge  that   there  are,    as  in   all 

*  other  facraments,  two  things:  the  vifible  fign, 
^  which  is  the  forms  of  bread  and  wine,  to  which  no 
^  Catholic  may,  or  doth,  direft  his  worfhip.  There 
^  is  alfo  invifible  grace  fignified,  the  body  of  our 
^  Lord;  whom,  bei,ng  prefent,  we  worfhip  with  all 
^  poflible  reverence  for  fo  great  a  blefling,  warranted 
^  herein  by  our  Bleflfed  Lord  himfelf  in  two  of  the 
^  gofpels.' 

Anfw.  Above  all  other  inflances,  this  is  the  moft 
pregnant  for  defence  of  our  afTertion ;  namely.  That 
cither  thefe  men  have  relinquifhed  their  old  doftrinc, 
or  elfe  they  go  about  to  put  the  trick  upon  us.  Wc 
hear  no  word  at  all  of  tranjubftantiation  herein^  the 
mofl  facred  of  their  myflerious  abfurditie$>  but  what 
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we  are  at  great  pains  to  obferve  and  Colteft.  Perhapl 
they  are  amamed  of  it,  stnd  willing  it  ihould  pafs  under 
fome  more  general  phrafe,  and  Icfs'  ofFenlivc.  How- 
ever, by  that  cxpreffion  of  the  *  body  of  our  Lord> 
'  whom  being  prefent,  we  adore,*  we  guefs  their  mean« 
ing;  but  how  incoherent  with  their  own  words,  as  well 
as  reafon,  may  eafily  appear. 

Firft,  They  acknowledge  that  it  is  a  facramentj  or 
fign.  If  fo,  it  is  impofllble  that  it  ihould  be,  at  the 
fame  time,  both  the^^//,  and  the  thing  Jignified :  for  if 
the  very  body  of  Chrift  be  prefent  corporallV,  (as 
they  ufe  to  aflert)  it  cannot  be  Jacramentalij  fo,  but 
really  and  corporally  there  i  which  is  deftruftive  of 
the  nature  of  2i  facramentj  which  is  but  the  reprejenta^ 
the,  or  imagey  of  fomething  myftical,  thereby  refem- 
bled  and  fignified^ 

Secondly,  If  this  doArine  were  true,  thcif  Lonor 
would  be  made  by  their  prieft:  for  till  he  fays  the 
words,  there  is  no  real  prefence :  and  fo  the  creature 
(and  fometimes  a  fad  one  too)  makes  his  Creator  1 
Which  is  nothing  (hoi;t  of  wretched  blafphemy. 

Thirdly,  The  Lord  they  adore  and  reverence,  they 
EAT  J  and  He  that  made  heaven  and  earth,  is  compre- 
hended of  the  creature* 

Fourthly,  I  know  but  of  okb  gofpel,  perhaps  they 
know  of  two,  becaufe  they  feem  to  own  principles  fo 
contrary  to  the  true  one;  but  let  that  other  be  ac* 
curft !  If  they  would  have  us  underftand  by  their 
exprefllon,  two  of  the  evangeliftsy  then  it  is  not  un* 
likely  but  we  may  ken  their  meaning  j  and  what  they 
refer  to  muft  be  Chrift's  benedidtion  of  the  bread  and 
wine,  and  the  giving  them  both  to  his  difciples,  fay- 
ing, **  Take,  this  is  my  body ;"  and  "  take,  this  is 
"  my  blood/*  But  what  then  ?  Can  any  think  that 
Chrift  gave  his  body  with  his  body?  That  it  was  the 
giver  and  the  gift  ?  That  it  was  the  body  bUfftngj  and 
tbe  body  blefi  ?  Did  the  fame  body  bold  the  fame  body 
in  its  oyiti fingers?  And  was  it  eaten  by  the  difciples, 
and  yet  without  them?  And  was  it  no  bigger  than  afmM 
piece  of  breads  and  yet  of  the  proportion  of  a  man  ? 

Vol.  III.  E  And 
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And  was  it  infenfibk^  and  broken  with  their  mouths^  and 
yet  whole  zndjenfibk  out  of  thcnii  and  all  at  thtfame- 
infant  of  time  ? 

Laitiy,  Could  every  one  of  the  twelve  eat  the  very 
WHOLE  BODY,  and  yet  that  very  body  be  viftble  with 
them  i  And  all  this  while  one  and  the  fame  body  ?  But 
mcthinks  I  hear  echoing  fronm  fome  popifli  zealot,  no 
fmall  anathema,  for  offering  to  affront  fo  facred  a 
myftery  with  fo  many  carnal  cavils,  and  vain  interro- 
gatories ! 

To  whom  I  Ihall  anfwer  once  for  all,  in  this  point, 
that  I  ftand  amazed,  how  any  man  of  fenfe  can  be  a 
Papift;  when  the  only  demonftration  of  his  religion, 
muft  be  his  not  underllanding  it. 

Many  fond  abfurdities  unmentioned  (for  brevity) 
might  have  been  obferved :  for  '  Reason  never  tri- 
<  umphed  more  over  any  opinion,  than  this  fenfelefs 
*  one  of  tranfubftantiation ;'  which  may  be  one  very 
good  argument  why  fo  much  perfecution  has  ever  at- 
te:ided  the  difbclief  of  it. 

The  fenfe  of  antiquity,  and  their  own  authors. 

Antiquity  knows  it  not.  For  eight  hundred  years 
after  Chrift  it  was  never  heard  of;  and  when  ftarted, 
with  great  difgufts  entertained. 

The  council  of  Latcran  was  the  firft  that  undertook 
to  impofe  it :  and  the  decrees,  as  to  this  point,  were 
wholly  abortive  5  for  they  are  not  to  be  found  as  conct" 
Uary.  This  was  above  twelve  hundred  years  after 
Chrift. 

TertuUian  againft  Marcion,  lib.  4.  cap.  40.  Juft. 
Mart.'  againft  Tryphon  the  J6w.  Greg.  Na2ian2. 
Orat.  1.  inPaJh.  and  Pope  ^Gelafius  himfelf  renounced 
and  dlfclaimed  it,  attributing  only  to  it,  '  The  nature 

*  of  a  bare  figure,  as  retaining  the  fubftance  and  na- 

*  ture  of  bread  and  wine.*  And  many  of  their  doc- 
tors, Scotus,  Bellarmine,  Bid,  &c.  affure  us  of  its 
novelty. 

But 
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But  how  far  are  fuch  from  the  fpirituality  of  the 
myftery  and  knowledge  of  the  true  heavenly  bread  and 
wine  that  dcfcended  from  above,  (the  anti-t)rpe)  who 
ignorantly  affirm  the  certainty  of  fuch  a  tranfubftanti- 
ation,  as  renders  that  very  vifible  elementary  bread 
and  wine,  at  the  fame  time,  the  very  invifible,  fpi- 
ritual,  and  glorified  body  of  Chrift?  By  which  they 
make  him  a  glorified,  crucifiedy  vifible,  invifible^  fpi- 
ritual,  elementary  Chrift,  all  at  the  fame  time !  But 
more  of  this  in  my  larger  tradt. 


V.  Of  COMMUNION   in  Ope   Kind. 

Paoift    ^  WJ^  humbly  confefs,  that  from  the  be- 
P    *       VV     *  gi^^^'^g  of  Chriftianity,   the  holy 

*  communion  was   adminiftered   frequently   in   both, 

*  and  fometimcs  in  each  kind,  according  to  feveral, 
'  circumftances/ 

Anfw,  We  may  know  him  to  be  a  Papift,  by  his 
frequent  confeffions :  and  methinks  it  fhould  not  only 
prevent  people  from  being  feduced  by  them,  but  re- 
duce thofe  of  their  own  way  to  an  utter  abhorrence 
of  fo  much  allowed  apoftacy. 

How  many  times  has  he  confefled  this,  that,  and 
the  other  thing,  not  to  be  of  primitive  praftice  and 
inftitution  ?  If  the  ancient  Chriftians  did  commune  in 
both  kinds,  upon  what  better  reafons  or  motives  was 
it  fo  feverely  prohibited  by  Romanifts  ?  Is  the  blood 
of  lefs  virtue  than  the  body  ?  Even  that  which  the 
fcripture  frequently  commemorates  after  this  manner^ 
. "  The  blood  of  cleanfing ;  and  faved  by  faith  in  his 
"  blood."     But  they  proceed  farther,  and  fay, 

Papift.  *  Hence  the  holy  church,  following  the 
'  piety  of  Chriftians,  who  infenfibly  became  accuf* 
^  tomed  to  receive  it  almoft  univerfally  in  one  kind, 
'  upon  great  motives  did.  afterwards  ordwi  to  have  it 

'  E  a  Mix 
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^  in  one^ .  as  now  adminiftered ;  though  the  receiving 
'  of  it  fo  is  not  matter  of  faith/ 

Anfw.  Three  things  are  very  obfervable  from  this 
part  of  their  confeffion. 

I.  *  That  becaufc  it  was  fometimes  received  in  one 

*  kind  according  to  circumftances,    it  infenfibly  be- 

*  came  received  by  holy  church  but  in  one  kind/ 
More  nonfenfe  and  falfhood  could  not  well  be  in  fo 
many  words.  [Nonfenfe],  For  what  confequence  cjui 
the  latter  words  be  to  the  former  ?  If  in  each  kind^ 
then  not  any  one  more  than  the  other :  or  why  not 
blood>  and  not  bread  j  as  well  as  bread>  and  not  blood  ? 
But  among  the  Papifts,  the  people  only  partake  of 
the  wafer.  [Falfliood],  For  they  neither  have,  nor 
can  they  give  one  inftance  of  that  flippery  or  heedlefi 
way  of  receiving  it,  as  in  each  kind ;  but  whenever  it 
was  taken,  for  three  hundred  years  together,  it  was  in 
hotb  kinds. 

And  what  were  thofe  circumftances,  that  we  can 
hear  of  none  of  them  ?  Horrible  cheats,  and  idle  im- 
poftures,  to  delude  the  unlearned  and  unliable !  Nor 
is  it   lefs   impudence  for  them  to  fay,   ^  That   the 

*  church  received  it  but  in  one  kind  upon  any  fuch 

*  fcore.*    The  concluiion  can  never  be  right,  where 
the  premifes  are  falfe. 

a.  *  That  upon  great  motives,  it  was  afterwards  or- 
'  dained  to  be  received  but  in  one  kind  /  which  great 
motives  they  keep  to  themfelves.  Either  they  m^fl: 
think  us  fuch  fools  as  to  credit  them  hand  over  head, 
and  fo  needed  not  to  mention  them;  or  clfe,  they 
doubting  their  great  motive  to  be  downright  difiiia- 
fives  with  all  fober  and  intelligent  people,  choie  rather 
to  be  filent,  than  more  particular. 

3.  *  That  the  fo  receiving  it  is  no  matter  of  faith}* 

which  is  fo  notorious  an  untruth,  as  their  own  annafs 

cxprefsly  tell  us,  that  Boniface  the  8th,  and  John  die 

aad,  (if  I  miftake  not;  for  I  was,  when  I  met  die 

*  pamphkCi  deftitutc  of  fuch  books)  highly  contradidod 

'  one 
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one* another:  one  threatening  the  priefls  to  turn  them 
out,  if  they  did  not  adminifter  it  in  both  kinds ;  and 
the  other,  to  excommunicate  them,  if  not  burn  them> 
in  cafe  they  did.  Which  as  it  fhews  the  eagernefs  of 
the  popes,  fo  there  is  a  choice  piece  of  infallibility  to 
be  obferved :  ^  two  infallible  popes  accufmg  each  other 
of  grofs  fallibility. 

Papift.     *  Neither  do  we  believe  religious  commu- 

*  nicants  are  hereby  bereaved  of  any  benefit  in  obey- 

*  ing  the  church's  order ;  fincc  our  belief  inftru£ls  u5, 
^  that  our  Bleffed  Lord  is  equally  prefent  in  one  kind^ 

*  as  in  both/ 

Anfw.  To  fay  that  religious  communicants  are  not 
bereaved  of  any  benefit  by  receiving  it  in  one  kind, 
would  imply,  that  irreligious  communicants,  the  re- 
ceivers of  both  kinds,  have  the  advantage.  If  fo,  me- 
thinks  it  is  natural  to  believe,  that  religious  commu- 
nicants, in  both  kinds,  have  the  moft  benefit.  But 
what  church  is  it  that  gives  thofe  orders  ?    ^  A  free 

*  general  council  of  Chriftians,  where  men  may  fpeak 
^  without  being  in  danger  of  their  lives  ?'   No,  but  a 
cabal  of  perfons,  picked,  with  a  probatutn  eft  ftamped 
upon  them,  out  of  the  popcrs  clofet,  or  conclave  of 
cardinals,  before  they  be  admitted  into  the  aflembly 
pf  judges ;    as  moft  of  the  council  of  Trent  notori- 
oufly  were  (often  cited  by  the  author  of  this  pam- 
phlet).    So  that  in  plain  terms,  ^  The  church  is  what 
^  the  pope  and  his  cardinals  will  have  it  :*  to  whofe 
intereft  moft  councils  have  facrificed  their  privileges, 
and  thereby  brought  univerfal  bondage  upon  whole 
kingdoins  and  ftates. 

That  belief  which  inftnidts  them,  *  That  Chrift  is 
*  equally  prefent,  and  therefore  no  need  of  receiving 
^  in  both  kinds,*  muft  needs  be  built  upon  the  fandy 
foundation  of  papal  tradition ;  not  that  of  fcripture, 
reafon,  or  antiquity.  For  if  that  very  fpecifical  and 
|iyn\encal  virtue  which  is  in  the  bread,  be  in  the  wine, 

E  3  then 
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then  Chrift  is  implicitly  charged,  by  the  Romanifts, 
of  an  unncceffary  matter.  But  if  there  be  fome  virtue 
fienified  by  the  wine,  more  than  by  the  bready  *  It  is 
horrid  facrilege  to  rob  the  Jign^  much  more  the  thing 
fignified.  It  is  a  /upper  \  and  at  fupper  there  (hould 
be  to  drink,  as  well  as  t,o  eat.  There  can  be  no  body 
without  blood ;  and  the  drinking  of  his  blood  fhewS 
a  Jhedding  of  his  blood  for  the  world,  and  a  partici-- 
pation  otit/ 

Befides,  the  iign  is  incomplete ;  and  the  end  of  that 
facrament  or  fign  not  fully  anfwered,  '  but  plainly 
mainped)  and  what  Qod  hath  put  together,  they  have 
put  afunder.  So  that  the  falfenefs  and  unfcriptural 
praftice  of  thefe  men  are  very  manifeft. 

The  fenfe  of  antiquity,  and  their  own  authors. 

Of  their  difmembering  this  fign  or  figure,  their  own 
council  of  Confl:ance  is  very  plain,    ^  That  whereas 

*  fome  prcfume  to  afiirm,  that  Chrifliian  people  ought 
«  to  receive  the  facrament  of  the  eucharift  under  both 

*  kinds  of  bread  and  wine,*  &c. 

(Hence  the  council  decrees  againft  this  error): 
«  And  that  though  Chrift  did  fo  adminifl:er  it,  and 
<  although  in  the  primitive  church  it  was  received,* 
(confefllons  very  large  of  the  author,  and  example) 

*  we    command,    under  excommunication,    that    no 

*  prieft  communicate  to  the  people  under  both  kinds 
^  of  bread  and  wine/  C.  C.  Self.  13.  SofaysAquin. 
Com.  in  6  John,  left.  7. 

And  faid  pdpic  Gelafius,  *  Let  them  receive  in  both 
^  kinds,  or  neither.*  Thus  popes  againfl:  councils^ 
and  doftor  againft  dodor :  yet  will  the  foolifli  Roman- 
ifts  (to  fay  no  more)  vaunt  of  the  unity  and  infalli^ 
bility  of  both. 


VI.  ef 
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VI.    Of  the  Sacrifice  of  the  Altar. 

Paoift  *  'T^HE  holy  facrifice  indeed  of  the  altar, 

^    '       j^     ^  vfc  clearly  believe  ought  to  bie  celc- 

^  brated  in  both  kinds,  as  now  it  is,  according  to  the 

'  divine  inftitution,  as  being  done  in  commemoration 

*  of  the  Lord's  blefled  paflion  on  the  crofs,  wherein 

*  the  body  and  blood  were  feparated.' 

Anfw.  Whether  it  be  fair  for  the  ^apifts  to  facrifice 
at  the  altar  in  both  kinds,  and  refer  to  Chrift's  words, 
Luke  xxi.  9.  as  a  divine  inftitution,  and  yet  deny 
both  kinds  to  the  people,  as  no  matter  of  faith,  or 
of  eminent  regard;  let  the  fober  judge.  Is  the  paf- 
fage  of  divine  inftitution  for  the  facrifice,  and  not  for 
the  facrament  ?  But  it  plainly  manifefts  the  exorbitant 
power  they  afcribe  to  their  church  above  the  fcrip* 
tures ;  fince  with  them  an  order  of  hcr'^  may,  and 
ought,  to  break  what  themfelves  call  a  divine  infti* 
tution. 

Papift.  '  Whatfoever,  therefore,  propitiatory  power 
■  our  holy  religion  attributes  to  this  commemorative 
^  facrifice;  it  is  by  virtue  of  the  facrifice  of  the  crofs, 

*  as  being  by  this  applied  to  us :  fo  that  we  ftill  hura- 
'  bly  acknowledge  the  ground  of  our  falvation  to  be 

*  derived  from  our  Lord's  blefled  paflion/ 

Anfw.  Their  affront  to  God,  and  juggle  with  men, 
in  this  very  matter,  arc  moft  detettable  !  For  notwith* 
Handing  the  fcriptures  exprefsly  tell  us,  that  we  have 
aa  High  Prieft  that  "  needs  not  facrifice  once  a  year,'* 
but  "  who  hath  offered  One  facrifice;  and  that, 
"  by  the  will  of  God  we  are  fandtificd  through  the 
«  offering  of  the  body  of  Jefus  Chrift  ONCE  for  all; 
^'  and  that  by  ONE  offering  he  perfeded  them  that 
*•  are  fandified,"  Heb.  x.  10,  11,  14;  yet  do  they 
daily  facrifice  him  afrefh,  as  if  his  firft  were  infuffi- 
cient,  or  their  daily  fins  required  a  new  one.    But 

E  4  what 
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what  man,  endued  with  the  lead:  ihare  of  common 
ienfe,  can  be  fo  ftupid  as  to  imagine,  ^  that  Chrift  is 

*  facrificed  by  every  popifli  prieft,  when  he  offers  up 

*  a  bloodlejs  flejhlejs  wafer  ?'  What  greater  irreverence 
can  be  (hewn  to  the  bitter  paflion  of  the  Lord  Jefus^ 
Chrift  i  Making  fuch  a  may- game  of  his  molt  dread* 
ful  agony  and  cruel  death,  as  the  Jews  did  with  a  cru- 
cified child ! 

This  is  fo  much  worfe  than  the  Aaronical  priefthoodj^ 
as  that  wa3  before  Chrift,  and  fo  typical  of  his  com- 
ing, and  of  divine  authority ;  and  this  after  his  com- 
ing ;  whofe  own  words  and  the  apoftle*s  (whom  thefc 
men  pretend  to -faint,  and  own)  bear  record,  "That 
*^  ONCE  for  all,  and  by  ONE  offering  of  himfclf," 
&c.  And  confequently  void  of  all  commiflion,  as 
well  as  precedent. 

The  cheat  they  put  upon  men  is  plainly  this.  That 
whilft  with  fine  words  they  feem  originally  to  ground 
their  falvation  upon  Chrift's  facrifice  of  the  crofs,  they 
craftily  attribute  to  their  daily  facrifice  of  him,  *  no 

*  fmall  ihare  of  merit,  as  fo  many  mediate  and  fecon- 

*  dary  caufes  •/  which  muft  needs  be  obvious  to  every 
unbiaifed  reader.  Their  curious  epithets  feem  only 
to  fervc  the  place  of  fo  many  covers  for  the  malignity 
of  their  fophiftical  dodrines. 


VIL     Of  Prayer  in  Latin. 

Paoift  *'\X7^^  freely  acknowledge  that  it  is  no  wajr^ 
^    '      y  V     *  commanded  by  the  church,  that  the 

•  people  mould  pray  in  a  language  they  underftand 

♦  not.* 

Anfw.  I  perceive  the  man  is  ftill  upon  his  free  ac- 
knowledgments. Certainly  if  what  he  fo  often  coil- 
fbfies  not  to  have  been  the  praftice  of  the  primitive 
<hurch|  and  to  be  unwarrantable  from  her  example* 
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were  but  abftrafted^  there  would  remain  a  very  abrupt 
and  narrow  faith  for  the  Romanics  to  explain. 

But  he  is  too  equivocal  upon  the  word  church.  If 
by  it  he  would  have  us  underftand  the  ancient  ChriJ* 
tian  churchy  it  is  truej  that  no  prayers  were  made  in 
an  unknown  tongue;  for  the  fcriptures,  of  divine  au- 
thority with  her,  exprefsly  condemn  it,  as  irregular, 
and  unprofitable, 

"  Let  fuch  keep  filent,"  faid  the  apoftle  Paul, 
I  Cor.  xiv,  28.  and  Peter  never  contradifted  him.  But 
if  by  the  church  he  underltands  the  Roman,  he  is 
cither  carelefs  of  his  own  reputation  (that  whilft  he 
makes  the  moral  law  the  ninth  head  of  his  confef- 
fion,  commits  fo  great  an  error  againft  it,  as  to  ob- 
trude a  lie)  or  elfe  he  trufts  to  our  ignorance  of  her 
prefcnt  pra&ice;  for  that  fhe  is  guilty  in  this  particular, 
and  the  point  defended  too,  I  recommend  the  reader 
to  the  following  authorities. 

Papift.  'Nay,  there  is  given  them  all  poOible  cn-r 
f  couragement  to  incitafe  their  devotions,,  by  ordain- 
^  ing    and    publilhing    moft    excellent    prayers     in 

*  vulgar  languages  for  their  ufe.     There  is  an  exprels 

*  command  of  our  holy  mother  the  church,  in  the 
'  council  of  Trent,  that  pallors,  in  the  time  of  di- 

*  vine  fervice,  fhould  expound  to  the  people's  capa- 

*  cities,'  &c. 

Anfw.  I  ftiall  return  my  anfwer  in  thefe  four  par- 
ticulars. 

Firft,  That  all  poffible  encouragement  is  ^pt  given 
where  more  may:  but  that  more  may,  view  Spain, 
France,  and  Italy,  where  prayers  are  in  Latin,  un- 
known to  many  millions  of  fouls.  And  let  us  remark 
it,  for  a  more  infallible  truth  than  any  the  pope'3  chair 
can  afford  us.  That  the  great  depth  of  the  policy  and 
fecurity  of  that  religion,  lies  in  the  ignoraujce  and 
ftupidity  of  the  people. 

Secondly,  No  thanks  to  the  Romanifts,   t 
people  have  any  where  fo  much  privilege,  at  any  time 
^  to 
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to  tinderftand  what  they  fay :  for  this  is  only  owing  to 
the  light  of  Reformation ;  for  that  having  given  a  dif- 
covery  of  the  grofs  darknefs  of  popifli  pradices,  they 
were  neceflitated  to  move  fomewhat  from  their  ancient 
cuftoms  i  which  is  no  better  than  a  lame  excufc  made 
by  a  thief  caught  in  the  fadt.  Had  there  been  no 
LAither  in  Germany,  nor  Zwinglius  in  Switzerland^ 
we  could  not  expeft,  nor  ever  believe,  that  the  coun- 
cil of  Trent  would  have  allowed  of  that  liberty; 
when  to  cloud  the  people,  and  to  lock  up  their  under- 
(landings  in  the  pope's  arcanum,  is  the  Dianian  pro- 
jeft  of  his  conclave. 

It  is  worth  our  obfervation,  that  thofc  very  books 
of  devotion  are  never  doftrinal,  I  mean  explanatory 
of  their  principles  (thofe  they  hide) ;  but  filled  with 
elegant  phrafes,  and  rare  cuts  of  imagery,  fuited  to 
the  affeftionate  paflions  and  voluntary  humilities  of' 
a  fort  of  people,  whofe  judgment  goes  always  in  the 
rear  of  their  affeftions,  and  that  niake  their  religion 
of  (hews  and  compliments. 

Fourthly,  But  I  deny  that  they  have  the  nature  of 
prayer  in  them  5  and  therefore  the  people  are  alaK)ft 
as  much  to  feek  in  their  own  language.,  as  a  ftrangc 
one.  ^<  Prayer  is  the  gift  of  God:"  no  man  can  be 
faid  to  pray,  who  has  not,  firft,  a  deep  fenfc  of  his 
own  wants:  fecond,  pf  the  rcafohablencfs  of  the  thing 
prayed  for :  third,  enough  of  faith  to  obtain ;  fourth, 
a  due  reverence  of  that  God  to  whom  he  makes  tis 
fupplication  j  "  I'^r  the  prayers  of  the  wicked  arc  ah 
"  abomination  to  the  Lord,"  fays  the  divine  writ  (or 
are  no  prayers  at  all,  in  a  religious  fenfe).  But  if 
thefe  books  of  devotion  were  prayers,  then- might  the 
wicked  as  well  pray  as  the  righteous;  for  the  prayer  is 
equally  expofed  to  the  ufe  of  both.  It  is  not  words  that 
make  the  prayer;  wherefore  faid  the  apoftle,  *«  I  will 
**  pray  with  the  fpirit,"  (there  is  the  moft  eflential 
part  of  prayer  J  but  this  he  might  do  with  none  but 
himfelfi)  "  and  I  will  pray  with  underftanding  alfo:** 
(by  this  he  jneant,  not  in  an  unknown  tongue):  it  was 
the  fnibjeA  of  his  cjilcourfe  in  his  foyrteenth  ch^pt^r 
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in  his  firft  epiftle  to  the  Corinthians.     But  the  church 
of  Rome  has  otherwife  learnt^   than  had  that  good 

apoille. 

In  (hort,  we  need  the  Icfs  wonder  at  the  unparallcllcd 
villainy  which  reigns  throughout  the  papacy^  when 
we  confider  how  cardinal  a  praAice  it  is  for  the  peo^ 
ple  not  to  underftand  how  to  be  better.  Their  late 
profelytes  forgot,  or  elfe  never  heard,  how  criminal  it 
was  to  have  an  Englifli  Teftament  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  years  fince.  But  rather  than  not,  the  Papifts 
will  turn  half  proteftants,  to  fetch  back  Proteftants  to 
be  whole  Papifts  again.  But  fuch  might  deferve  td 
be  begged,  had  they  but  as  much  of  religion,  as  fome- 
times  fools  ufe  to  have  of  eftate.  What  fhall  I  fay? 
They  are  fit  to  believe  any  thing,  whofc  debaucheries 
have  hardened  them  agaihft  any  belief:  when  fin  has 
banilhed  all  fear  of  God,  intcreft  fteps  in  its  place ; 
and  that  religion  which  moft  promotes  it,  muft  with 
fuch  be  the  beft  j  wherein  the  Papift  has  only  the  ad- 
vantage of  all  others  upon  earth. 

The  report  of  antiquity  and  their  own  praftite. 

However  in  Protcftant  countries  they  are  willing  to 
bring  their  devotion  into  vulgar  languages;  yet  that 
it  is  matter  of  neceflity,  and  not  of  choice,  view  Italy, 
France,  Spain,  &c.  where  they  retain  their  Latin  fer- 
vice,  as  beneficial  to  the  people  j  which  is  a  language 
that  generally  they  underiland  not. 

Origen  was  againft  it,  lit.  8.  conL  Celf. .  So  Cbry^ 
foft.  Horn.  I .  i»  8  Joban.  Auguft.  de  do£t.  Cbrifti^  cap.  5. 
Jmbrofe  upon  i  Cor.  xiv.  Thus  alfo  their  own  doc- 
tors; Aquin.  in  i  Cor.  xiv,  Cajfander^  Liturg.  cap.  18. 
So  that  they  err  from  fcripture,  fathers,  and  their 
own  doctors. 


VIII.  Of 
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VIII.    Of  Prayer  for   the  Dead. 

p    -A    *  /^^^  ^^^^^  teaches  us  to  cxercife  Chrif- 
rapiit.      ^^  ^  ^j^^  charity,  by  humbling  ourfelves 

*  before  the  divine  throne  of  God's  nnercy,   to  beg   , 

*  forgivenefs  of  the  debts  and  trefpaffes  of  thofe  mid- 

<  die  fort  of  Chriflians  (as  St.  Auftin  and  the  council 

<  of  Florence  call  them)  who  had  not  brought  fortk 

*  fufficicnt  fruits  of  repentance,  dying  in  the  commu- 

*  nion  of  the  faithful :   which  indigent  condition  of 

*  theirs,  relievable  by  the  churches,  or  the  prayers  of 

<  the  faithful  furviving,  fpeaks  what  the  ancients  call 

*  purgatory.* 

Anfw.  How  much  the  Romilh  faith  teaches  the 
holders  of  it  to  exercife  Chriftian  charity,  the  mar^ 
TYROLOGiES  of  thefe  thoufand  years  may  teftify.  But: 
they  would  have  you  know,  they  do  not  intend  fuch 
perfons  as  were  aftive  in  thofe  bloody  maflfacres :  for 
the  fingle  merit  of  their  horrid  murders  is  fupereroga- 
tory,  or  more  than  fufficient  to  deliver  them  from  the 
fiery  furnace  of  a  clcanfing  purgatory.  They  took  a 
Ihortcr  cut  to  heaven  j  for  intlead  of  travelling  the 
main  continenr»  they  (blown  with  the  frefli  gale  of 
their  own  cruelty)  failed  through  the  msun  fca  of 
FrtHcttant  blood* 

But  what  authorities  have  thefe  men  for  their  afler- 
lion  i  Firll,  St.  Aullin  i  and  fecondly,  the  council  of 
Moirnoc.  To  thefe  1  will  fpeak  in  the  clofc  of  this 
hc4d.     Arr  thcfc  all  ?  No,  for  fays  he : 

P^pift.   •  We  are  warranted  herein  by  the  praffice 

*  uiHtcr  the  Uw^  nxorvlcvl  in  the  Mjucaieesi    which 

*  being  in  no  fort  reprehendevl  by  our  Lord,  or  his 

*  a|xMucs*  axnongtl    the  irft  of  the  Jews    unlawfiil 

*  praoUoes^  was^  and  is  iurtlv  pnrfua"K%i  to  have  been 
«  allowtxi  by  hinu  as  many  of  the  fathers  underftood 
^  him  in  the  mvnmt ;  and  by  them,  as  is  hinted  by 
«  S(«  l^aul:   whcn:\))>>n  it  hath  been  cootinucd  ever 

^  ^ce^ 
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ce^  as  even  grave-ftonesj  and  all  other  Chriftian 
mumencs>  do  witnefs/ 

Eifw.  I  muft  confefs  I  do  not  wonder  that  fb  little 
n  ihould  induce  a  Romanift  to  believe;  than 
h,  nothing  fcares  him  more.  But  I  cannot  other- 
than  admire,  that  any  Proteitant  fhould  make  fuch 
inilances  a  ground  of  his  return  to  popery, 
rfl^  His  (lory  of  the  Maccabees  is  not  cited  i  nor 
he  very  plainly  refer  us. 

condly.  He  knows  the  Proteftants  deny  it  the  cre- 
ue  to  other  fcriptures;  and  the  Papifts  cannot  but 
infcious  to  themfelves  of  infufficiency  to  prove  its 
1. 

lirdly.  It  is  prepofteroufly  filly  to  fay,  that  be- 
;  Chrift  did  not  particularly  condemn  <  the  prac- 
t  of  praying  for  the  dead,'  (fuggefted  to  have 
ufed  by  the  Maccabees)  therefore  it  was  a  lauda- 
uftom:  fince  I  may  with  equal  reafon  argue,  that 
iife  Chrift  never  mentioned  the  Maccabees,  nor 
particularly  own  the  canon  of  their  writings, 
refore  there  was  no  fuch  people ;  and  their  writ- 
is  (if  any)  of  no  authority.' 
turdily.  The  fathers  fenfe  (if  theirs)  of  thefe 
aires,  Mat.  v.  29.  i  Cor.  xv.  129.  muft  needs  be 
snfe  in  the  abftrad,  with  all  but  Papifts,  who  no* 
ofly  deny  themfelves  the  ufc  of  fenfe :  although 
of  opinion,  the  fathers  are  much  abufed  by  the 
>r  of  this  confelTion,  or  elfe  we  ihould  have  had 
names  in  capitals.  However,  we  will  compare 
pafiages  with  this  opinion. 

rft,  "  If  thy  right  eye  offend  thee^  pluck  it  out^ 
d  caft  it  from  thee  i  for  it  is  profitable  for  thee, 
at  one  of  thy  members  fhould  perilh^  and  not 
at  thy  whole  body  fhould  be  caft  into  hell  fire." 
V.  129.  Ergo  what  ?  *  That  there  is  a  purgatory 
:r  this  life,'  fays  the  Romanift.  O!  ftupendous 
and  weaknefs !  Is  there  any  thing  plainer,  than 
Chrift  preached  a  prefbift  pradical  do&rine  i  as 

that 
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that  which  ftood  every  man  upon  in  this  world;  vi:?. 
the  denial  of  his  lulls,  and  circumcifion  of.  his  cof*- 
ruptions.  In  fhort,  fince  Chrift  was  in  the  world 
when  he  fpake  it;  fince  it  was  to  people  in  the  world, 
and  a  work  then  to  be  fet  about;  it  is  moft  evident 
the  paffage  has  no  relation  to  a  flrate  after  this  life  (I 
mean  for  purgation).  Nay, -the  ftrongeft  argument 
that  is  well  conceivable  for  the  contrary,  may  cafily 
be  deduced  from  hence :  for  if  fuch  as  pluck  not  out 
their  right  eyes  here,  (that  is,  purge  not  themfelves  of 
their  iniquities,  by  unfeigned  repentance)  Ihall  be  caft 
into  hell  fire;  then  there  is  no  middle  ftate  called 
.purgatory.  But  that  fuch  perfons  as  pluck  not  out 
their  right  eyes  (that  is,  mortify  not  their  members 
of  corruption)  here,  are  to  be  caft  into  hell  fire,  the 
text  proves :  therefore  there  is  no  middle  ftate.  The 
contrary,  of  heaven,  may  be  affirmed;  for  contrariorum 
tademeft  ratio. 

Secondly,  "  Elfe,  what  fhall  they  do  that  are  bap- 
**  tizcd  for  the  dead?  If  the  dead  rife  not  at  all; 
.**  why  are  they  then  baptized  for  the  dead  V*  i  Cor. 
XV.  29. 

This  fcripture  is  as  much  to  the  purpofe  as  the  for- 
mer ;  and  were  I  not  ufed  fo  frequently  to  meet  with 
the  like  incoherences,  it  would  amaze  me  to  read 
fuch  disjoined  matter,  and  unnatural  confequences ; 
things  in  their  own  nature  fo  remote  and  oppolite. 
What  relation  has  the  refurreffion  to  the  foul's  entering 
purgatory  J  or  that  popifli  middle  ftate?  Who  arc  they 
that  are  baptized  ?  And  who  thofe  for  whom  they  were 
baptized  ?  And  how  have  either  any  relation  to  pray* 
«rs  for  the  dead,  and  fouls  in  purgatory  ?  But  the  Ro-^ 
•manift  thinks,  however,  that  God  is  not  offended  at 
this  charitable  pradice  :  hear  what  he  fays. 

Papift.  *  Neither  can  we  difccrn  how .  poflibly  this 

*  may  be  conceived  ofFenfivc  to  God;  whofc  juftice 
<  herein,  we  hope,  we  do  humbly  appeafe>  by  an  ex* 

*  ercife  of  brotherly  compaffion/ 

Anfw4 
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Anfw.  It  is  no  wonder  at  all  that  blind  men  do  not 

t 

fee;  and  fuch  as  error  has  hoodwinked  for  generations, 
we  cannot  think  Ihould  difcern  truth,  till  they  dare 
trull  their  eyesy  ears,  and  underftandingSy  to  anfwer  the 
end  for  which  God  gave  them. 

There  can  be  nothing  conceived  more  ofFenfivc  to 
God,  as  well  as  unreafonable  with  men,  than  that  a 
mortal  creature  (indebted  himfelf  more  than  ever  he 
can  difcbarge)  fhould  be  able  to  appeafe  the  difpieafed 
juftice  of  an  infinite  God.!  The  arrogancy  of  this  fay- 
ing only  fits  the  fize  and  meafure'  of  a  meritorious  Pa- 
pift.  But  the  man,  fearing  this  retort,  would  anti- 
cipate its  force  by  an  half  confeflion  and  folution 
thus: 

Papift.  *  There  is  no  law  of  God  which  affures  us, 
*  in  rigour  of  juftice,  of  God's  acceptance  of  the  afts 
^  of  another  man  for  my  fins :  yet  this  hinders  not  but 
'  that  they  may  prevail,  by  way  oi  fuffirage  and  impc-^ 
'  tration^  for  our  pardon.' 

Anfw,  If  he  could  have  given  but  one  place  of 
fcripturc,  it  would  have  helped  the  matter:  but  we 
take  leave  to  fay,  we  will  not  be  wife  (in  this  cafe) 
above  what  is  written,  and  quod  non  lego,  non  credo. 
I  ihall  return  this  (hort  anfwer  to  this  evafion.*  It  is  a 
poor  fhift  from  the  force  of  the  objeftionj  for  not 
only  in  the  ftrifteft,  but  largeft  fenfe  too,  God  only, 
out  of  his  free  gift  and  mercy  in  Chrift  Jefus,  is 
Author  of  our  remiffion  and  forgivenefs.  Since  there 
can  fcarcely  be  a  more  abfurd  pofition,  than  that  a 
man,  unable  to  relieve  himfelf,  fhould  be  the  occafion 
of  relief  to  others  in  the  fame  condition,  whether  by 
appeafing  divine  juftice,  or  by  fuffirage  only  i  a  word 
incongruous,  and  inapplicable  in  this  place. 

Befides,  what  need  is  there  for  praying  for  fouls  in  pur- 
gatory ?  That  they  fhould  be  Javed  ?  That  is  held  for 
granted  before  they  go  thither.  Is  it  that  they  fhould 
he  delivered  thence?  That  Js  the  confequencc  of  the 
opinion.    Or  would  they,   that  God  fhould  forbear 

his 
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•        * 

his  hand^  and  mitigate  his  rigour  ?  (Which  fecms  the 
mod  natural  confequcnce  of  their  opinion).  If  fo, 
they  are  the  greateft  enemies :  for  their  holding  that 
the  end  of  the  chaftifements  of  purgatory  is  to  prepare 
them  for  heaven ;  by  how  much  the  lefs  they  are  chaf- 
tifcd  by  thofe  fiery  afflidtions,  by  fo  much  the  lefs  they 
are  purged,  and  confequendy  the  more  unfit  for  hea- 
ven. So  that  fmce  heaven  is  fooneft  attainable,  as 
their  fouls  come  to  be  the  fooneft  and  moft  efFeftually 
purged,  they  in  charity  ought  to  pray,  that  God  would 
mend  his  fire,  add  fuel  to  his  fiames,  and  double  his 
fiery  tortures,  that  they  may  be  the  fooner  purged,  and 
more  refined  for  heaven. 

Thus,  while  the  Romanifts  are  arguing  for  purga- 
tory, they  confute  themfelves  by  not  underftanding  it. 

I  ftiall  conclude  my  fenfe  of  this  point,  with  the  au- 
thority of  fcripture,  reafon,  and  antiquity. 

Firft,  "  Then  fhall  the  duft  return  to  the  earthy  as 
««  it  was,  and  the  fpirit  unto  God  who  gave  it."  Ec- 
cief.  uti'u  7.  Gen.  iii.  9.  (then  not  to  purgatory.) 

Secondly,  "  For  there  is  no  work,  nor  device,  nor 
<«  knowledge,  nor  wifdom,  in  the  grave,  whither  thou 
"  goeft.'*  Ecclef.  ix.  10.  (then  none  in  purgatory.) 

Thirdly,  "  And  they  ftoned  Stephen,  calling  upon 
'«  God,  and  faying.  Lord  Jefus  receive  my  ipirit." 
Aa:svii»59.  (no  purgatory  ftill,  but  a  ceruin  immu* 
uble  ftate.) 

That  it  is  againft  all  Reafon,  I  ofier  thefe  confide^ 

rations, 

I  ft.  No  man  can  merit  for  another :  nor  is  it  pof- 
fible  a  poor  indebted  man  (hould  pay  another's  oebt 
(it  may  be  greater  than  his  own)  and  not  be  able  to 
pay  bis  own. 

2.  The  repentance  ought  to  be  where  the  fm  is. 
But  tte  fin  is  here  5  therefore  fhould  the  repentance  be 
here  al£b. 

3;  Where  there  is  a  ceffation  from  finning,  there  is 
a  cefiation  from  repentance.    But  there  is  a  ceffation 

from 
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(rom  finning ;  thet^efore  is  there  a  cciTation  front  re^ 
pcntancc. 

4th4  Whatever  attends  the  foul,  after  feparation  from 

this  mortal  life^  is  immortal  and  eternal :  this  none 

can  deny.     But  purgatory  is  a  ftate  that  attends  the 

foul  after  this  mortal  life ;  and  therefore,  fay  I,  it  is  an 

immortal  and  eternal  ftate.     And  if  it  be,  it  is.  either 

for  fomeibing,  or  ftothing.     If  for  nothings  God  makca 

^  things  in  vain  t  if  for  the  fouls  of  men  and  Women  % 

then  they  are  never  to  be  ranfomed  thence*     But  fince 

the  Romanifts  hold  a  redemption  from  thence,  their 

confeffion  of  the  temporarincfs  of  that  ftate  proves  it  g 

mere  fiftion  :  for  when  the  foul  is  withdrawn  from  this 

vifible  mortal  life,  which  ftarids  in  time,  it  is  centered 

in  an  invifible  and  immortal  ftate,  beyond  the  wings 

and  reach  of  time* 

In  fhort,  this  world  is  the  ftage  on  which  all  men 
do  adt  for  eternity ;  and  every  venture  of  theirs  brings 
its  true  weight  of  eternal  life  or  death.  Death  is  the 
confummation  of  all  i  and  when  we  ceafe  to  work,  we 
enter  upon  reward.  But  if  purgatory  were  in  beings 
the  greateft  work  were  to  be  done  there :  which,  be- 
caufe  it  is  abfitrd  to  affirm,  we  conclude,  that  after 
death  wc  ceafe  from  all  our  labours,  and  enter  upon  our 
recdmpence  of  everlafting  happinefs  or  mifery. 

I  (hall  fubjoin  fome  authorities  from  antiquity^ 

The  fenfe  of  antiquity^  and  their  own  authors* 

The  doftrine  of  praying  for  the  dead,  we  know,  wai. 
too  old  a  pradice ;  yet  not  fo  old  as  the  apoftle.  But 
how  ?  As  for  fouls  in  a  third  place  (for  that  thefe  Ro- 
manifts mean  by  their  purgatory,  however  modeft  they 
fecm  by  their  half-expremons)  ?  Nothing  lefs !  how-^ 
ever  the  fuperftition  of  the  Papifts  has  driven  them  in- 
to fo  foul  an  apprehenfion :  but  the  ancients>  believing 
there  would  be  a  general  day  of  Judgment,  prayed  that 
God  would  fhcw  fuch  mercy  m  that  day.  Gregory 
the  firft  is  faid  to  be  its  father.  Certain  wc  are,  that 
fuperftition  was  both  its  mother  and  iu  nyrfc:  for 

Voj..  III.  F  ^« 
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that  this  fond  purgatorian  opinion  is  altogether  new, 
read  both  their  own  authors  and  the  Fathers.  Polyd. 
cap.  I .  De  inven.  rerum.  Alphonf.  a  Caftro,  lib.  8. 
verb,  indul.  lib.  12.  lib.  Purgat.  So  Sextus  Senenfis, 
Medina,  Caflander,  and  Bellarmine  himfelf. 

That  the  fathers  difowned  it,  in  the  fenfe  aflertcd  by 
the  Romanifts,  and  particularly  their  great  faint  Auftin, 
let  them  perufe  thefe  places,  Juft.  Martyr,  rejp^  ad 
queft.y^.  Cyprian,  ad  Demetrian.  feft.  16.  122.  and  ia 
fertn.  de  lapjis.  Greg.  Nazian.  orat.  15.  in  flag,  grandinis. 
Auguft.  Enchirid.  cap.  68,  6g.  Again,  de  Dogmat. 
Ecclef  6.  cap.  79.  But,  above  all,  that  the  Romanifts 
Ihould  pray  for  thofe,  to  whom  they  pray  to  intercede 
for  them,  is  moft  abfurd !  yet  this  is  frequent.  But 
for  this  time  enough. 


IX.  Of  the  Moral  Law  :   Of  Obedience  to  Civil  , 

Magistrates. 

Papift.  *  TTl/^  ^  farther  do  firmly  believe,  and  high- 
^   V V    ^y  reverence  the  moral  law,  being  fo 

*  folemnly  delivered  to  Mofes  upon  the  mount,  fo  ex- 

*  prefly  confirmed  by  our  Saviour  in  the  gofpel,  and 

*  containing  in  itfelf  fo  perfeft  an  abridgment  of  our 

*  whole  duty  both  to  God  and  man.* 

Anfw.  We  n)ay  take  his  belief  to  be  as  hearty,  as 
his  confeflions  are  fincere.  I  kngw  not  what  to  fay 
more  truly,  than  that  his  whole  difcourfe  is  an  irony ; 
we  afe  to  meafure  it  by  contraries,  efpecially  when  the 
fruits  give  the  tree  the  lie. 

How  far  the  Roman  Catholicks  reverence  the  inoral 
law,  is  beft  feien  by  confidering  how  many  laws  they 
have  made  to  deftroy  it. 

I.  That  of  images.  For  though  God  did  expredy 
enjoin  Mofes,  '  That  the  Ifraelites  fhould  not  nmake  to 
^  themfclves  the  likenefs  of  any  thing  in  heaven  or  in 

*  earth,'   (whence  the  primitive   Chriftians   abhori^d 
painture)  or,  when  they  had  fo  done,  that  *  they  fhould 

*  hot 
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•  not  bow  down  unto  it ; '  yet  how  many  cdifts  arc 
there  in  being,  that  require  them  to  ht  fet  up  in  their 
churqhes,  as  laymens  calendars,  to  whom  daily  homage 
is  performed  ?  They  are  the  fplendid  cnfigns  of  the 
Popifli  Pageantry  religion. 

2.  In  not  only  difpenfing  with  difobediencc  in  child- 
ren, but.  in  exciting  them  to  it,  if  they  apprehend  fome 
fervice  to  their  church,  be  it  to  make  a  friar,  &c. 

3.  In  thofe  frequent  bulls  for  maflacres,  that  can  no 
more  be  denied  than  light  at  noon-day  j  by  which 
people  have  been  ftirred  up,  upon  the  promife  of  for- 
givenefs  of  fins,  redemption  from  purgatory,  and  eter- 
nal falvation^  or  dreadful  denunciation  of  eternal  dam« 
nation,  to  enterprize  that  work  of  murdering  many 
hundred  thoufands  of  men,  women,  and  children,  with- 
out any  legal  prefentment,  trial  or  convidkion.  But 
the  confideration  of  thefe  things  is  too  much  out  of  fa- 
ihion  in  England  j  fince  many  embrace  them  upon  their 
prefent  difguifes,  and  not  in  their  true  fanguinary  ap- 
pearancesw 

4.  The  breach  of  the  moral  law  is  fignally  mahifcft 
in  their  difpenfations  of  publick  ftews,  cfpecially  at 
Rome ;  where  the  Pope's  revenue  is  not  a  little  great- 
cned  by  thofe  ungodly  licences.  And  it  is  too  fatally 
known,  that  by  fuch  immoral  courfes,  they  have  crept 
into  the  moft  cabinet  counfels  of  princes ;  and  not 
only  rendered  themfelves  mafters  of  their  fecrets,  but 
infinuated  their  projedts  by  the  force  of  effeminate 
temptations ;  which,  if  denied,  might  eafily  be  proved 
in  the  cafe  of  Henry  the  Fourth  pf^France,  and  others. 

5.  That  religion  hath  proved  the  greateft  thief  in 
nature:  its  popes,  cardinals,  archbifhops,  bifhops, 
deans,  chapters,  and  whole  orders  of  friars,  have  near 
cngrolTcd  the  greatefl  (hare  of  the  wealth  of  Europe, 
I  mean  of  thofe  countries  where  yet  they  are  regent. 
Before  Conftantine,  ho;gr  mean  and  meek  were  Chriftian 
minifters !  but  in  his  time,  and  a  few  ages  after,  to 
what  a  ftrange  degree  of  exorbitant  pride  and  avarice: 
did  the  clergy  mount,  when  it  could  dare  entitle 
Peter's  chair  to  the  whole  world!  kijngdoma  and  em^; 

Fa'  pircs 
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pircs  muft  be  given  and  taken  with  a  *^  We  will,  ar' 
**  We  grant,*'  &c.— View  thofe  countries  5  and  the 
univcrfal  poverty  of  them  impute  to  thofe  fwarms  of 
locufts  and  caterpillars,  who  both  corrupt  and  beggar 
them.    This  is  a  theft,  though  lefs  fharking,  yet  more 
criminal. 

6.  They  notorioufly  break  the  moral  law,  in  that 
great  command,-  "  Thou  Ihalt  not  bear  falfe  witnefs 
*'  againft  thy  neighbour  s"  which  comprehends  all 
truth-fpeakingl  For  as  no  witnefs  is  bound  to  anfwer, 
farther  than  by  interrogatories  he  is  provoked ;  fo  is  it 
utterly  impoflible  that  ever  truth  mould  be  told,  or 
men  fin  in  lying  (whilft  one  of  the  greateft  fins)  if 
the  Romifh  maxims  were  but  once  praftifed :  fame  of 
which  I  ihall  touch  upon  in  the  fequel  of  this  chapter* 

As  to  that  part  of  their  confeffion  which  may  relate 
to  their  keeping  of  promife,  and  paying  fubjedion  to 
the  civil  magiltrates  of  what  religion  foever,  and 
much  more  to  thofe  under  whom  they  live;  I  pur- 
pofely  overlooked  it,  becaufe  it  is  well  known,  that 
they  have  been  fo  far  from  yielding  obedience  to  the 
magiftrates  of  any  religion,  tliat  they  have  not  ftuck 
to  affaffinate  thofe  of  their  own,  to  whofe  power  they 
owed  their  civil  and  religious  proteftion.  And  truly, 
if  fuch  double  cords  of  duty  cannot  tie  the  hands  of 
men  from  murdering  their  natural  and  religious  princes 
(as  Henry  the  Third  and  Fourth  of  France,  both  kings 
of  their  country,  and  therein  of  their  religion ;  be- 
caufe a  little  refradory  to  the  fihiiler  defigns  of  an  in- 
folent  clergyman  or. two)  I  think  it  needlefs  to  give 
their  plainer  Englifh  of  obedience,  who  fo  excellently 
render  it  in  the  paraphrafe  of  their  life. 

I  fpeak  not  this  to  incenfc  the  powers  againft  them: 
for  it  is  my  real  belief,  that  neither  are  all  of  them' 
fuch,  nor  would  I  take  the  burden  off  my  own  Ihoul*' 
der,  to  lay  it  on  theirs  (being  a  profeffed  abettw  of 
an  univerfal  toleration) :  but  this  being  matter  of  faft> 
as  they  cannot  deny  it,  fo  fliould  I  gladly  hear  of 
their  confe0ion  of  thefe  impieties  s  and  that  they  dif* 
own  the  like  pra^cesi  not  by  fine  giofles>  but  «n 

amend* 
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amendment  of  life,  and  reformation  of  dofbrine ;  which 
vould  really  entitle  them  to  that  verity  they  do  but 
hitherto  fi£titioufly  attribute  to  themfelves. 

The  fenfe  and  opinion  of  their  own  authors. 

Firft,  Vafquez  teacheth,  *  That  not  only  an  image 

*  of  God,  but  any  creature  in  the  world,  reafonable 
^  or  unreafonable,  may  without  danger  be  worfhippcd 
^  with  God,  as  his  image.  That  we  ought  to  adore 
^  the  relicks  of  faints,    though  under  the  form  of 

*  worms/    Be  Adoraty  lib.  3.  difp.  i.  cap,  2. 
Secondly,  They  teach,  *  That  children  may  difobey 

^  their  parents,  in  being  nuns  or  friars :  and  this  girls 

*  may  do  at  twelve,  and  boys  at  fourteen  years  of 
'  age/  But  the  council  of  Trent  enlarged  the  pa- 
rent's authority  to  lixteen.  This  wretched  doftrine 
was  taught  and  decreed  by  pope  Clement  the  Third. 
Tho.  Aquin.  and  after  him  nis  fcholars,  taught  the 
fame.  Cap.  cum  virum  de  regular*  Aquin.  2.  2.  qu.SS. 
wU  9.  Mh..  I.  cap.  Id.  alfo  in  cafe  the  parents  were 
hereticks. 

Thirdly,  *  If  a  nobleman  be  {tt  upon  (fays  cardinal 
^  Toilet)  and  may  efcape  by  going  away,  he  is  not 
^  obliged  to  do  it ;  but  may  kill  him  that  intends  to 
^  (hike  him  with  a  ftick/  InftruH.  Sacerd.  lib.  5.  cap. 
6,  num.  15. 

Fourthly,  *  If  a  man  be  beaftly  drunk,  and  then 

*  commits  fornication,  it  is  no  fin/  Ub.  14.  cap.  13. 
n.  4.     Alfo,  *  That  a  man  may  lie  with  women,    to 

*  fatisfy  his  carnal  defire,  or  for  his  health-fake/  Lib. 
5*  cap.  10,  13.     *  A  man  may  bed  with  his  intended 

*  wifej  nay,  it  is  good  to  do  fo  if  the  marriage  be 

*  deferred  i'  fays  Emanuel  Sa.  Apkor.  tit.  debitum  con^ 
JHgak  6. 

Fifthly^  They  inftruft  how  to  be  an  honeil  thief. 

^  It  is  lawful  to  deceive  or  rob  a  brother^  when  to  do 

^  fo  is  neceflary  to  preferve  a  good  name.    For  no 

*  man  is  bound  to  reicore  ftolcn. goods/  Thus  Navar. 
C^dinal  Caietan,  and  Tolet  -,  who  farther  ^dj^  ^  That 

F  3  .  '  this 
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^  diis  is  z  dodrine  uaghc  by  many,  and  which  may 
^  be  followed  with  a  fafe  confcience.'  9V&f.  bffhmff. 

Sacerd.  lib.  r.  cap.  2.  Manual,  cap.  \%.  n.  7. 

Sixthly,  How  juft  they  may  be  to  their  promifes, 
how  fubjed  to  the  fupreme  magiftraey,  and  of  how 
eminent  fervice  to  human  fociedes,  may  beft  appear 
out  of  thefe  follomng  maxims. 

'  If  a  man  fwear  he  will  take  A.  C.  to  wife,  he 
'  may  fecretly  mean,  if  hereafter  jbe  pleaje  me ^  InfHmS. 
Sacerd.  lib.  4.  cap^  2i>  22. 

*  If  a  man  fwear  he  will  giv^  a  thief  twenty  crowns, 
'  he  may  fecretly  fay,  if  Ipleafe  to  da  it\  and  then  he 

*  is  not  bound/  Or  this  rare  invention  Vafquez  vauiits 
not  a  little,  as  being  gathered  out  of  AuguJL  and 
Aquin.     In.  j.  torn.  4.  qu.  93.  art.  5.  dub.  13. 

*  There  are  two  dininA  tribunals  (fays  Becanus) 

*  and  the  ecclefiaftical  is  the  fuperior :  and  therefore 
'  if  a  fecular  prince  givfes  his  fubjcfts  a  fafe  condud, 
'  he  cannot  extend  it  to  the  fuperior  tribunal  j  nor, 

*  by  any  fecurity  given,  hinder  the  bilhop,  or  the 
^  pope,  to  cwrcife  their  jurifdidion/  T^heol.  Sebola. 
That  this  is  fo,  let  us  call  to  mind,  that  the  pope,  and 
other  Qf  his  eccleiiafticks,  did  prevail  at  Conftance, 
for  the  burning  of  their  prifoners,  J,  Hufs,  &c.  to 
whom  fafe  conduft  was  given. 

In  ihorty  ^  If  a  man  have  taken  an  oath  of  a  thing 

*  lawful  and  honeft,  and  in  his  power;  yet,  if  ithin^ 

*  dcrs  him  from  doing  a  greater  good,  the  pope  can 

*  difpcpfe  wjtl^  it/  Thus  Canus,  bilhop  of  the  Ca- 
naries, ReUSl.  (despctniienl. 

'  The  pope's  denunciation  againft  an  excommuni- 

*  cated  prince,  difengages  his  fubjefts  from  their  obe- 
^  dicncc/  This  was  once  our  cafe,  as  in  Henry  the 
Eighth's  time,  Concer.  Eccl  in  Angt  foL' 336. 

Nay,    '  Even  before  the  fentence  be  denounced, 

*  though  the  fubjefts  are  not  bound  to  it,  yet  lawfully 
^  they  may  deny  obedience  to  an  heretical  prince/ 
Thus  Greg.  deValentia^  ipm.  3.  difp.  i«  qu.  12.  punit.  2. 

To  conclude,  the  ingenuity  ot  Panormitan  and  Mof- 
cqnius  outdoes  all : 
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The  firft  affirming,  *  That  the  pope  hath  power  to 
'  difpcnfe  in  all  the  laws  of  God/  Cap.  propofui  de 
mcejf^  pr^bende,  »•  20. 

The  fecond,  with  as  much  zeal  afferting,  '  That  the 
'  pope  can  difpehfe  above  law,  and  againft  law ;  for 
*  the  pope's  tribunal  and  God's  is  but  one :  and  there- 
^  fore  every  reafonable  creature  is  fubjeft  to  the  pope's 
^  empire  i'  as  may  be  ktn  in  his  difcourfe  of  the 
Majefty  of  the  church  militanti  and  in  lib.  i«  de 
fmma  F^ntif. 


X.    Of  Ecclefiaftical  Hierarchy. 

PaDifl:  *  TXT^^  firmly  believe,   that  according  to 

P    *      W'    *  divine  ordination   in  the.  catholick 

^  churchj  there  is  an  hierarchy,  confifting  of  bifliops9 

^  priefts,  and  minifters.     He  gave  fome  apoftles,  and 

*  fome  prophets,    and  others  evangelifts,    and  others 

*  pailors  and  dodors,    to  the  confummation  of  the 

*  iaipts,  unto  the  work  of  the  miniftry,  unto  the  edi- 

*  fying  qf  the  body  of  Chrifty  until  we  all  meet  in 
^  the  unity  of  faith,  and^theicnowledge  of  the  Son  of 
^  Gpd,  &c.' 

It  is  a  great  truth,  that  hifhops^  paftors,  teachers, 
Jcc.  were  giv^n  by  Chrift  Jefus,  for  th^  work  of  the 
miniftry  j  but  what  then  ?  Can  Romanifts  make  ufe  of 
this  to  juftify  their  moft  injurious  and  tyrannical  hier- 
archy ?  Do  the  fcriptures  of  truth  tell  us,  that  ever 
God  gave  lordly,  proud,  and  voluptuous  popes,  car- 
dinals, primates,  archbifhops,  deans,  chapters,  friars^ 
nuns,  &c.  for  the  edifying  of  the  church,  and  body 
of  Chrift  ?  The  primitive  bifhops  were  to  be  "  blame-- 
«*  le/si*'  not  living  in  all  manner  of  uncleannefs: 
^'  gentky  nQ  ftrikers,  no  brawlers,  nor  perfecutors  of 
!'  their  brethren,'*  as  are  the  popes  of  Rome :  ".  apt 
to  teach ;"  not  by  roaring  bulls  to  excomn(iunicate : 
to  eat  and  drink  fuch  things  as  were  fet  before 
S\  thei?i  i*'  not  racj^ing  and  griadjng  the  faces  of  the 

F  4  poor. 
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poor,  the  widows,  and  the  fatherkfs,  and  esctcMting 
their  labours,  to  greaten  their  revenues,  to  liye  in  idle-* 
nefs,  pomp,  and  luft :  **  the  hufband  but  of  one  wife;** 
not  condemners  of  marrying  of  one  honeft  woman, 
and  difpenfers  with  as  many  whores  aa  luR:  may  require  ^ 
cardinal  and  en^inent  points  and  praftices  amongi^  the 
Romanifts. 

In  Ibort,  the  Romi(h  hierarchy  is  Co  far  from  being 
Hiited  within  the  order  of  the  gofpel,  by  them  quot^ 
in  their  confeffion ;  that  the  whole  defign  of  their  lordly. 
popes,  cardinals,  archbifhops,  biihops,  Jefuits,  and  other 
friars  of  many  forts,  (eftcertned  of  the  religious  tribe) 
is  but  to  overbalance  the  civil  power,  and  render 
themfelyes  maftcrs  pf  the  fwords  and  purifes  of  prii^ces 
and  commonwealths,  to  maintain  them  in  idleaefsj 
plenty,  and  pleafure ;  and  to  blind  the  underftanding^ 
of  them  they  abufe,  that  they  may  abufe  them  as  the 
PhilifUnes  did  Sampfon,  when  they  had  put  out  his 
eyes,  to  aofwer  their  own  wicked  ends  with  the  greater 

fccurity* 

To  conclude,  ^  If  we  would  not  receive  a  thief, 
^  until  he  has  repented  j*  let  the  Papift  firft  recant  his 
voluminous  errors  5  not  known  in  fcripture,  nor  ever 
beard  of  for  three  hundred  years  together  after  Chrift. 

But  ^hpve  all,  ^  Let  us  have  good  teftimony  of  his 

*  hearty  forrow,  for  that  fea  of  blood  flied  in  Eng- 

*  land,  France,  Holland,  Ireland,  Spain,  Italy,  Savoy, 

*  Switzerland,  ^tid  Germany,  of  many  hundred  thou-* 

*  fands  of  poc^r  Proteftants,  that  for  pure  confcience 

*  could  not  conform  to  their  moft  exorbitant  pradtices, 
^  as  well  as  new  doArines,  impofcd  upon  them  j'  fuch 
inhuman  and  barbarous  inventions  and  cruelties,  as 
po  age  could  ever  parallel  y  and  are  the  only  demon- 
jftrations  of  their  wicked  wits^  that  lived  in  that  5  and 
that  not  only  upon  the  parties  themfelyes,  but  their 
poor,  little  innocent  babes;  for  that  ENOLisii  Pro- 
testants (hould  fo  far  negleft  thefe  weighty  confi- 
derations,  as  to  be  gulled  and  cheated  out  of  the  re- 
ligion purchafed  them  by  their  martyred  anceftors; 
a^  |>crfu^e4  to  embrace  that  old,  bloody^  apoftatize4 
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ehurch  agaiiij  with  all  her  flavifh,  as  well  as  ridiculous 
fuperftitions  is  a  crime  fo  ofFenfive  to  God^  and  into* 
lerablc  to  men^  as  the  time  haftens,  ^  That  the  verjr 
'  ftones  in  the  ftreet  will  rife  up  in  judgment  againft 
'  them.' 

Thus  while  fome  Prqteftants  (and  thofc  chiefly  con* 
cerned  in  thefe  affairs)  are  moftly  bufied  in  perfecut^ng 
tliifenters  j  I  hope  it  will  not  be  ill  refentai,  that  one 
of  thepf)  has^  in  the  mean  time^  undertook  (though 
with  much  brevity)  ^n  enervation  of  the  Romanifts 
faithj  at  leail  adetedion  of  their  craft>  their  horrid 
cofenage^  and  prefent  w^y  of  infatuation  amongft  the 
people.  .     ^ 

But  we  muft  once  more  declare^  it  is  not  to  our 
purpofe  to  bring  them  under  perfecution ;  but  to  pre** 
fent  the  peojple  with  fuch  an  information^  as  may  pre^ 
vent  them  from  ever  haying  power  to  perfecut^ 
otherst  ' 


A  QUES. 
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I  Here  fubjoin  thefe  few  following  queries;  which 
if  the  Romanifts  will  frankly  anfwer,  and  with  that 
grave  fihcerity  that  beconies  fq  weighty  an  affair  i  we 
may  eafily  know  whereabouts  they  are. 

!•  Whether  we  ought  to  believe  and  accept  any 
principle,    as  fundamentally  true  and  orthodox, 
that  is  not  laid  dowq^  and  avouched  to  be  fuch, 
by  evident  fcripture,  and  the  moft  pure  and  pri- 
mitive tradition  ? 
If  they  fay,  we  ougbt^  let  them  tell  us  out  of  what 
ftrlpturc  we  may  read  it :  but  if  we  ought  nog 
Then> 

IL  Whether  the  doftrine  of  papal  infallibility;  of 
tranfubftantiation;  of  the  facrifice  of  the  mafs; 
of  images;  of  auricular  confeflions;  of  indulgen- 
ces ;  of  prayers  for  the  dead ;  of  purgatory ;  of 
prayers   in   Latin;   of  their  whole    ecclefiaftical 
government,  and  pretended  religious  orders;  be 
allowed  or  recommended,   as  matter  of  Chrif- 
tian  faith,  and  difcipline,  by  fcripture  and  anti- 
quity ? 
If  they  are  not  to  be  found  there,  why  fhould  any 
be  ft)  abfurd  as  to  receive  them  ?  If  they  are  taken 
thence,  let  them  affign  us  the  places,  both  in  fcrip- 
ture   and    primitive    antiquity;    for    the    firft    three 
hundred  years  after  Chrift  (and  in  fome  particulars 
much  more)  are  wholly  filent  in  the  matter,  any  far- 
ther than  to  furnifh  us  with  pregnant  inftances  agairiji 
thofe  idle  dotages,  and  grofs  fuperftitions.     But, 

III.  Whether  in  cafe  they  could  not  be  conformed 
to,  they  would  allow  a  toleration,  were  ^hejr/ 
powerful  ? 
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IV.  Whether  in  cafe  they  (hould  fay  Ye8,  wc  ought 
to  believe  them  ?  fince  it  is  one  of  their  moft  fa- 
cred  maxims,    '  Not  to  keep  faith  with  here- 

•  ticks;'  as  was  feen  in  the  cafe  of  thofe  of  the 
Alpine  vallies,  J.  Hufs,  &c,  and  in  that  they 
have  in  all  ages  brought  fo  great  a  deluge  of 
blood  upon  the  European  world. 

V.  Whether  it  be  the  intereft  of  the  Englifli  nation 
to  fubjeft  herfelf  to  a  yoke  ?  Confidering  the  in- 
comparable bloody  maflacres  of.  that  fort  of  men 
in  feveral  reigns,  with  the  fpiritual  tyranny  Ihc 
would  bring  upon  herfelf,  which  muft  end  in  the 
draining  of  her  people  to  enrich  the  papacy,  who 
make  it  a  fundamental  maxim,  *  That  the  en- 
f  riching  of  the  church  (or  rather  the  impove- 
f  rifliing  of  the  people)  is  the  fecuring  of  it :' 
fqr  feculars  (the  laity)  being  impoverilhed,  as  of 
old,  ^he  church-party  will  have  the  treafury,  and 
confecjuently  the  triumphing  powec  in  their  hands; 
which'  brings  to  the  ancient  arrogancy  of  popes, 
viz.    f  Setting   their    feet    upon    the    necks    df 

*  princp3,' 

VI.  And  laftly.  Whether  the  defign  of  popery  be 
not  an  utter  dqftruftion  of  all  true  and  folid  re- 
ligion, and  the  introduftion  of  formality  and  fu- 
perftition,  to  the  infecuring  of  civil  authority, 
and  putting  the  people's  judgment  into  the  priefti 
Inquifition  ?  Since  the  moft  ignorant  and  carelefs^ 
or  the  moft  vicious  and  profane^  are  generally  found 
to  be -their  profelytes;  their  religion  (by  reafon 
of  its  latitude  in  point  of  indulgence)  being  aa 
open  fanAuary  for  refuge  to  all  loofe  and  de- 
bauched livers. 
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Soberly,  and  Not  Unsbaionablt 

CONSIDERED. 

Pttbliflied  in  the  Year  1672* 

ALTHOUGH  the  benefits  wherewith  Almighty 
God  has  univerfally  blefled  the  whole  creation^ 
arc  a  fufficient  check  to  the  narrownefs  of  their  fpirits, 
who  would  unreafonably  confine  all  comforts  of  life 
within  the  ftrait  compafs  of  their  own  party  (as  if  to 
recede  from  their  apprehenfions,  whereof  themlelves 
deny  any  infallible  aflfurance,  were  reafon  good  enough 
to  deprive  other  Diffenters  of  nature's  inheritance, 
and^  which  is  more  peculiar^  England's  freedoms); 
yet  fince  it  fares  fo  meanly  with  thofe  excellent  exam* 
ples^  that  many  vainly  think  themfelves  then  bell  to 
anfwer  the  end  of  their  being  born  into  the  worlds 
when  by  a  feverity,  which  leaft  of  all  rcfembles  the 
God  of  Love,  they  rigoroufly  profecute  the  extirpa* 
tion  of  their  brethren ;  let  it  not  feem  unreafonable^ 
or  ill-timed,  that  we  ofier  to  your  more  ferioua 
thoughts  the  great  partiality  and  injuftice  that  feenn 
to  be  the  companions  of  a  comprehenfion,  fince  you 
only  can  be  concerned  at  this  time  to  prevent  it,  by 
a  more  large  and  generous  freedom, 

Firft,  then,  liberty  of  confcience  (by  which  wc 
commonly  underftand  the  free  exercife  of  any  diflent- 
ing  perfuafion)  is  but  what  has  been  generally  pleaded 
for,  even  by  the  warmeft  fticklers  tor  a  comprehen^^ 
fion,  and  without  which  it  would  be  utterly  impofli* 
ble  they  (hould  be  comprehended.  The  queftion  theii 
will  be  this,  *  What  ground  can  there  be,  why  fome^ 
*  and  not  all,  fiiould  be  tolerated  ?'  It  muft  either  re^ 
fpeft  confcience  or  government:  if  it  be  upon  mat« 
tcr  0t  mere  retigion»  what  reafon  is  there  that  one 

party 
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,  \   i:»    ii«li:ucc9i1»    *nd  anothcf  reftraincd; 

y:  •  1      •  ^  \    ,    »».,!. .»,>j  i hrti  a\AV  be  urged  by  that  party 

11.'      \    ..     ,',.),•  •^i.ii'^U  *'N^  f^*^^  *"^'--  ^  proper  to 

fk  .....  ,,.,u,i .   r,M   ^:  iSr  \"i-:r>cr  lay  '  they  are 

',     I,  V  .    N.  .MX    »^v  ^•*:-^.^'   rxx     If  the  one  urge, 

.    :  ,4»v  itJ^S    rK^    hvfvic  relieve  without  a  con- 

._.     \\. ,.    ,u,   ^i,K.vtr.uTuing  cannot  be  forced; 

\  ..u  *   X— --^  *^'^'^'*   -T^t  the  true  religion  ne- 

^v,,wv.     .*.%    c^chty  is  moft  unworthy  of 

.  ,     0,  .w     *-4.oQ  is  the  only  weapon  which 

.*,    ,  .iwcnlanding ;  that  coercion  doth 

loa  ibt'ceni  and  that  they  therefore 

'  ^-^^ix  Diflenters,  rather  than  hypocriti- 

...w^/  the  other  party  fays  the  fame.     In 

be  nothing  (aid  for  liberty  of  con- 

.\M  inire  confcientious  grounds,  by  any  one 

•    .   "i  l'*n^lind,   that  every  one  may  not  be  inte- 

i\.'     \,  v.nlefs  any  will  undertake  to  judge  that  of 

V  -  'v^r  I ^  ot'  Diffentcrs,  two  are  really  fuch  on  convic- 

M'.    i:ul  three  upon  mere  defign.     But  if  fuch  (en-' 

.  K\»   would  be  looked  upon  as  moft  arrogant  and 

,)iii^,  I\ow  can  it   be  reafonable,  that   thofe  whom 

...  i\i-  iudcavour  to  exclude  fliould  be  thus  prejudged; 

» \A  liu  h  as  are  comprehended,  be  therefore  fo  only 

»uim  .1  llrong  opinion  of  their  reality  ?  We  may  con- 

Jiulc  then,  that  fince  liberty  of  confcience  is  what  in 

iiiclf  comprehendcrs  plead,  and  that  it  is  evident,  to 

/him  this,  or  that,  or  the  other  party  orthodox,  is 

w.uc  a  mere  begging  of  the  queftion,  what  may  be 

iiged   for  one  is  forcible  for  any  others  confcience 

^uot  moveable  but  upon  convidion)  being  what  all 

|.<ietead  themfelves  alike  concerned  in. 

But  they  fay,  *  That  fuch  as  are  like  to  be  comprc- 
'  headed,  are  perfons  not  ejfentialhf  differing  j  that  it 
•  were  pity  to  exclude  them  whofc  difference  is  rather 
<  in  minute  matters,  than  any  thing  fubftantial;  where- 
«  as  you  err  in  fundamentals/  But  how  paradoxical 
fuever  fuch  may  pleafe  to  think  it,  that  we  fhould 
therefore  plead  the  juftice  of  taking  thofe  in,  fome 
unkifidly  would  have  left  out^  wc  know  not^  however, 

wc 
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wc  believe  it  moft  reafonable  to  do  fo :  for  certainly 
the  feafon  for  liberty  or  toleration  fhould  hold  pro- 
portion  with  the   weighty  caufe  of  diffent,  and  the 
ftrefs   confcience  puts   upon   it.     Where  matters  arc 
trivial^  tl^^y  are  more  blameable  that  make  them  a 
ground  for  diffent,  than  thofe  who  perhaps  (were  that 
ail  the  difference)   would  never  eftecm  them  worth 
contending  for  j  much  lefs  that  they  fhould  rend  from 
that  church  they  otherwife  confcfs  to^  be  a  true  one. 
So  that  whoever  are  condemnable,  certainly  thofe  who 
have  been  authors  and  promoters  of  feparation  upon 
mere  toys  and  niceties,  are  not  moft  of  all  others  to 
be  juftified.     Had  they  confcientioufly  offered  fome 
fundamental  difcontent,  and  pleaded  the  impoffibility 
of  reconciling  fome  doftrines  with  their  reafon  or  con- 
fcience, yet  promifmg  quiet  living,  and  all  due  fub- 
jcdtion  to  government,  they  might  have  been  thus  far 
more  excufable,  that  people  would  have  had  reafon  to 
have  faid.  Certainly  unall  matters  could  not  have  in* 
duced  tbcfe  men  to  this   difgraceful  feparation,   noi^v 
any  thing  of  this  life  have  tempted  them  to  this  lb 
great  and  troublefome  alteration.    ^  But  to  take  pet  at 
a  ceremony,  then  rend  from  the  church,  fet  up  a  new 

*  name,  model  and  gather  people,  raife  animofity,  and 

*  only  make  fit  for  blows,*  by  a  furious  zeal  kindled 
in  their  heads  againft  a  few  inepti^e,  mere  trifles;  and, 
being  utterly  vanquiflied  from  thefe  proceedings,  to 
become  moft  earneft  folicitors  for  a  comprehenfion  9 
though  at  the  fame  time  of  hot  purfuit  after  this  pri^ 
vilege,  to  feek  nothing  more  than  to  prevent  others 
of  enjoying  the  fame  favour,  under  the  pretence  of 
more  fundamental  difference;  certainly  this  (hews, 
that  had  fuch  perfons  power,  they  would  as  well  dif- 
allow  of  a  comprehcnfion  to  thofe  who  are  the  affer- 
tors  of  thofe  ceremonies  they  recede  from,  as  that  for 
mere  cerenwnies  they  did  at  firft  zealoufly  diffent,  and 
ever  fince  remain  more  unjuftifiably  fierce  for  fuch 
feparation.  And  truly,  if  there  were  no  more  in  it 
than  this,  it  would  be  enough  for  us  to  fay,  that  fome 
in  England  never  rent  thenifelves  from  the  church  at 

^  all. 
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all^  much  Icfa  for  little  matters:  that  they  never  eii« 
deavoured  her  exile>  but  fhe  found  them  upon  ker 
fetum>  which  they  oppofed  not;  nor  yet  fince  h^vt 
any  ways  fought  to  inftall  themfelves  in  her  dignities^ 
or  enrich  themfelves  by  her  preferments.  We  appeal 
then  to  all  fober  men>  if  what  is  generally  called  the 
epifcopal  party  of  England^  can  with  good  confcience 
and  true  honour,  difinherit  thofe  of  their  native  rightSi 
peace>  and  proteflion,  and  leave  them  as  orphans  to 
the  wide  world>  indeed  a  naked  prey  to  the  devourer^ 
who  from  firft  to  laft  have  never  been  concerned,  ei- 
ther to  endeavour  their  ruin,  or  any  ways  withftand 
their  return  5  whilft  it  may  be  fome  or  thole,  who 
have  been  the  mod  vigorous  in  both,  and  that  for 
iircumftantialy  and  not  ejfential  differences,  may  be  re*' 
puted  more  deferving  of  a  comprehenfion  than  we  are 
of  a  tgleration. 

But  it  will  be  yet  faid,  *  You  are  inconfiilent  with 
^  government,;  they  are  not:  therefore  you  are  ex* 
*  eluded,  not  out  of  partiality,  but  neceffity.'  What 
government  befidcs  their  own  they  are  confident  with^ 
we  leave  on  the  fide  of  ftory  to  telU  which  Can  better 
fi>eak  their  mind  than  we  are  either  able  or  willing  to 
do.  But  this  give  us  leave  to  fay  in  general,  if  any 
apprehend  us  to  be  fuch  as  merit  not  the  care  of  our 
Aiperiors,  becaufe  fuppofed  to  be  deflxuftive  of  the 
government,  let  us  be  called  forth  by  name,  and  hear 
our  charge ;  and  if  we  are  not  able  to  anfwer  the  un« 
biafiTed  reafon  of  mankind,  in  reference  to  our  con- 
fiftency  with  the  peace,  quiet,  trade,  and  tribute  of 
thefc  kingdoms,  then,  and  not  before,  deny  us  all 
protection.  But  that  men  fhould  be  concluded  before 
heard,  and  fo  fentenced  for  what  they  really  are  not^ 
is  like  beheading  them  before  they  are  born.  We  do 
aver,  and  can  make  it  appear,  that  there  is  no  one 
party  more  quiet,  fubject,  induftrious,  an^i  in  the 
bottom  of  their  very  fouls,  greater  lovers  of  the  good 
old  Engliih  government,  and  profperity  of  thefe 
kingdoms  among  the  comprehended,  than,  for  aught 
we  yet  fee^  may  be  found  among  th(^e  who  are  like 
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te  be  unkindly  excluded.  However,  if  fuch  we  weri 
in  any  one  pointy  cure  rather  than  kill  us ;  and  feek  th^ 
publick  good  fome  cheaper  way  than  by  our  dejlruc^ 
iim.  Is  there  no  expedient  lo  prevent  ruiti?  Let 
kEASON  qualify  zeal,  and  conscience  opinion^ 

To  conclude^  If  the  publick  may  be  feclired^  and 
confcicnce  freely  exerciied  by  all,  for  the  fame  rea- 
fons  it  may  by  fome.  And  fince  liberty  of  confcience 
is  liberty  of  confcience,  and  the  reafons  for  it  equiva^ 
lent,  we  fee  not  in  the  whole  world  why  any  fhould 
be  deprived  of  that,  which  others  for  no  better  rea* 
fons  arc  like  to  enjoy. 

Let  it  not  then  be  unworthy  of  fuch  to  remember, 
that  God  affords  his  refrefhing  ''  fun  to  all;"  the 
dunghill  is  no  more  excepted  than  the  moft  delightful 
plain  5  and  his  '*  rain  falls  alike  both  upon  the  juft 
*^  and  unjuft  :'*  he  ftrips  not  mankind  of  what  fuits 
their  creaturely  prefervation :  Chrijiians  themfelves  have 
no  more  peculiar  privilege  in  the  natural  benefits  of 
heaven,  than  Turks' or  Indians  k  Would  it  not  then  be 
ftrange,  that  Itffidels  themfelves,  much  lefs  any  fort  of 
Chriftians,  fliould  be  deprived  of  natural  privileges  for 
mere  opnion,  by  thofe  who  pretend  to  be  the  l^eji 
Jervants  of  that  God,  who  Ihews  them  quite  another 
example,  by  the  univerfality  of  his  goodnefs  as  Cre- 
ator; and  believers  in  that  Christj  who  himfelf 
preached  the  perfe£lion  of  love,  both  to  friends  and 
enemies,  and  laid  down  his  life  to  confirnl  it  when  he 
had  done.  If  men  Ihould  love  their  enemies,  doubt- 
lefs  they  ought  at  leaft  to  forbear  their  friends :  and 
though  fome  differences  in  judgment  about  religion  be 
a  fufficient  reafon  to  excommunicate  a  man  the  air 
ecclefiaftical,  yet  nothing  certainly  of  that  fort  oughc 
to  difprivilegc  men  of  their  air  natural  and  civil  to 
breathe  freely  in :  and  let  that  good  our  fuperiors  have 
obferved  to  be  the  fruif  of  our  toleration^  not  be  weak- 
ened or  blafted  by  an  untimely  comprebenfion  of  fome^ 
to  the  exclujion  of  the  reft ;  fince  the  reafon  holds  the 
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fame  for  the  lefs  formidable  feparatifts,  •  that  may  not 
be  however  any  whit  lefs  confcientious. 

We  will  omit  to  mention,  how  much  more  fuitable 
it  were  to  ftate -matters,  that  all  parties  Ihould  be 
kept  upon  an  equal  poize ;  a  thing  moft  true  in  itfelf, 
and  moft  fecure  to  the  publick  magiftrate  j  and  will 
conclude  at  this  time,  that  though  we  no  ways  defign 
a  mifreprefenting  of  any,  much  lefs  their  exception, 
and  leaft  of  all  their  perfecution;  yet  a  comprehen- 
lion,  either  refpefting  the  perfons  and  their  qualifica- 
tions, or  their  Reparation,  and  the  grounds  and  reafons 
of  it,  we  ferioufly  believe,  can  never  be  confiftent  with 
that  confcience,  honour,  wifdom,  and  fafety,  that 
ought  to  be  the  mark  thofe  who  are  concerned  in  it 
ihould  take  their  aim  by.  But  if  a  comprehenfion 
Ihould  at  laft  be  compaffed,  it  is  not  doubted  by  many 
wife  men,  but  it  will  be  found  as  impracticable  as 
other  afts  more  feemingly  feverc  have  been,  and  at  laft 
will  neceflitate  to  that  well-ordered  univerfal  tolera- 
tion of  all,  who  both  profefs  and  praftice  peace,  obe- 
dience, induftry,  and  good  lifej  which  will  beft  pleafe 
Almighty  God,  and  rejoice  the  hearts  of  all  good 
men. 

From  real  friends. 

To  KING  and  country. 
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The  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords,  who  is 
God  of  all  the  families  of  the  earth,  incline 
your  hearts  to  juftice,  mercy,  and  truth. 

THE  npife  of  your  feverc  treatment  of  feveral 
perfons  that  are  inhabitants  of  your  ftate,  re- 
proachfully termed  Quakers,  hath  reached  thefe  parts, 
and  filled  feveral  with  compaQion  and  furprize :  com- 
paflion,  to  hear  of  the  miferies  of  men  innocent  and 
upright,  againft  whom  you  have  nothing  to  objeft, 
but  the  pure  exercife  of  their  confcicnce  to  God*: 
furprize,  that  you,  a  Proteftant  ftate,  Ihould  employ 
your  civil  power  to  deter,  punifh,  and  grievoufly  af- 
flift  men  for  anfwcring  the  conviftions  of  their  con- 
fciences,  and  afting  according  to  the  beft  of  their 
underftandings.     Methinks  you  fliould  not  be  obli- 

*Oar  account  fays,  fome  were  cruelly  beaten  by. order;  others 
baniflied ;  fomt  put  in  a  dungebn^  and  fed  with  bread  and  water 
oniv;  feveral  fined,  greater  fum^  of  money,  it  is  thought,  than  they 
kadtopay.  ^:  \       r    :    i 
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vious  of  your  own  condition  in  the  loins  of  your  an- 
ceftors,  who,  you  think,  with  great  reafon  and  jufticc 
ftrenuoufly  advocated  the  caufe  of  liberty  of  con* 
fcience  againft  the  Pope's  bulls  and  the  Spanifh  in- 
quifition :  how  did  they  antichriftian  all  force  on  con- 
fcience  or  punifhment  for  non-conformity  ?  Their 
own  many  and  large  apologies,  and  particularly  their 
demands  at  the  dieis  of  Norimberg  and  Spire,  are 
pregnant  proofs  in  the  cafe;  and  your  praftice  doth 
not  leffen  the  weight  of  their  reafonsj  on  the  con- 
trary, it  aggravates  your  unkindnefs,  let  me  fay,  in- 
juftice. 

Protestants  (and  fuch  you  glory  to  be  thought) 
got  their  name  by  protefting  againft  impofitions;  and 
will  you  turn  impofers?  They  condemned  it;  and  will 
you  praftife  it  ?  They  thought  it  a  m^ark  peculiar  to 
the  BEAST;  and  can  you  repute  it  the  care  of  a  Chris- 
tian magiftracy  ?  I  mean,  that  perfons  muft  not  live 
under  your  government,  unlefs  they  receive  your  mark 
in  their  forehead  or  right  h^d  ?  Which  in  plainer 
terms  is,  to  fubmit  their  confciences  to  your  cdifts, 
and  to  afk  your  leave  what  religion  they  fliould  be 
of.  Remember,  that  *^  Faith  is  the  gift  of  God  ;'* 
and,  that  "  what  is  not  of  faith  is  fin."  Nothing 
can  be  more  unreafonable,  than  to  compel  men  to  be- 
lieve againft  their  belief,  or  to  trouble  them  for  prac- 
tifing  what  they  believe,  when  it  thwarts  not  the 
moral  law  of  God. 

You  doubtlefs  take  yourfelves  to  be  Chriftians,  and 
would  efteem  it  no  little  injury  to  be  otherwife  rc- 
prefented ;  yet  what  more  unchriftian,  than  to  ufe  ex- 
ternal force  to  fway  the  confciences  of  men  about  the 
exercife  of  religious  worfhip. 

Chrift  Jefus,  the  Lord  and  Author  of  the  Chriflian 
religion,  cenfured  his  own  difciples,  that  would  have 
bad  fire  from  heaven  to  deftroy  thofe  that  conformed 
not  to  what  their  blefled  Mafter  taught.  Are  you  furc 
of  your  religion?  Are  you  better  Chriftians?,  Or,  have 
you  more  Chriftian  authority  than  they,  that  were  the 
chofen  t^^ineffc^  bO^f^*?  However,  remember  xitdf 
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called  but  for  fire  from  heaven ;  and  can  you  kindle 
fire  on  earth  to  devour  them  ?  Tbenii  I  fay,  that  are 
of  your  own  people,  merely  for  their  religious  difTent 
from  you  ?  Doubtlefs,  if  that  was  then  thought  no  fit 
argument  to  induce  men  to  conformity  by  him  that 
was  wifer  than.  Solomon,  it  reflects  greatly  upon  your 
modefty  and  prudence,  that  you  fhould  find  out  new 
ways,  or  rather  old  exploded  ones,  to  effedt  fo  ill  a 
defign.  Befides,  you  do  not  fay  you  know  all  you 
ought  to  know,  or  that  there  is  nothing  farther  to  be 
revealed :  have  a  care,  therefore,  that  you  perfecutc 
not  angels,  by  being  harih  to  that  which  you  call 
ftrange:  think  not  ill,  much  lefs  fpeak,  and  leaft  of 
of  all  ad:  that  which  is  fo,  againft  what  you  do  not 
perfectly  underftand.  I  am  well  perfuaded,  that  thofc 
you  inflift  fuch  (evere  penalties  upon,  mean  well  in 
what  they  believe  (to  be  fure  much  better  than  you 
think  they  do,  or  elfe  you  are  extremely  to  blame)  j 
and  that  the  reafon  of  their  prefent  diftance  from  you, 
is  not  to  introduce  or  infinuate  dangerous  or  exotick 
ofmiions;  but  to  live  a  life  of  more  holincfs,  purity, 
and  felf-denial,  than  before.  They  do  not  think  that 
you  walk  up  to  your  own  principles ;  and  have  reafon 
to  believe  that  the  pawer  of  godlinefs  is  much  loft 
among  you ;  and  having  long  lain  under  a  decay  and 
languilhing  of  foul  for  want  of  true  fpiritual  nourifh- 
ment,  they  have  now  betaken  themfelves  to  that  hea- 
venly gift  and  grace  of  God  in  thenifelves  for  dfvine 
fatisftftion,  even  that  holy  anointing  that  is  able  to 
leach  them  all  things  neceffary  for  them  to  know,  as 
the  blefled  apoftle  fpeaks;  and  they  find  the  joys  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft  in  fo  doing.  And  I  am  perfuaded 
they  are  not  lefs  peaceable,  fober,  juft,  and  neigh- 
bourly than  formerly,  and  altogether  as  confiftent  with 
the  profperity  of  civil  focietyj.  and  I  am  fure,  it  is. 
both  found  and  confeffed  among  us  here,  by  fomc 
men  of  q^uajity,  learning,  and  virtue.  Farther,  be 
pleafed  to  confider  with  yourfelves,  that  you  juftify 
ike  ancient  perfecutions  or  the  Chriftiana  and  firft  re- 
formers, whofe  fuperiors  thought  as  ill  of  them,  as 
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you  do  of  thefe  men ;  nay,  you  Ihew  the  Papifts  what 
to  do  in  their  dominions  to  your  own  brethren.  Do 
as  you  would  be  done  by.  If  you  would  have  liberty, 
give  iti  you  know  that  God's  witnefs  in  your  hearts 
diftates  this  to  you,  as  an  immutable  law. 

Could  you  give  faith,  it  were  more  excufable  for 
you  to  punilh  fuch  as  (hould  refill.  But  finee  that  is 
impoffible,  the  other  is  unreafonable  j  for  it  is  to  af- 
flift  men  for  not  being  what  they  cannot  be,  unlefs 
they  turn  hypocrites:  that  is  the  higheft  pitch  your 
coercive  power  can  arrive  at ;  for  never  did  it  convert 
or  prefer ve  one  foul  to  God  :  inftead  thereof  it  offers 
violence  unto  confcience,  and  puts  a  man  either  upon 
the  denial  of  his  faith  and  reafon,  or  being  deftroyed 
for  afting  according  to  them :  but  what  greater  dif- 
proportion  can  there  be,  than  what  lieth  between  the 
intelleft  of  man,  and  prifons,  fines,  and  banifhments? 
They  inform  no  man's  judgment,  refolve  no  doubts, 
convince  no  underftandings :  the  power  of  perfuafion 
is  not  to  be  fouqd  in  any  fuch  barbarous  aftions,  no 
more  than  the  do6lrine  of  Chriftianity.  This  courfe 
deftroys  the  bodies  and  eftates  of  men,**  inftead  of 
faving  their  fouls :  were  they  in  the  wrong,  it  would 
become  you  to  ufe  God's  weapons,  his  fword  of  the 
fpirit,  that  faveth  the  creature,  and  flayeth  the  evil  in 
him.  This  courfe  tends  to  heart-rburnings  and  deftruc- 
tion ;  I  am  fure  it  is  no  gofpel  argument. 

I  befeech  you,  for  the  fake  of  t-hat  Lord  Jefus  Chrift 
that  fufFered  fo  patiently  for  his  own  religion,  and  fo 
fliarply  prohibited  making  other  men  to  fufier  for 
theirs,  that  you  would  have  a  care  how  you  exercife 
power  over  mens  confciences.  My  friends,  confcience 
is  God's  throne  in  man,  and  the  power  of  it  his  prero- 
gative: it  is  to  ufurp  his  authority,  and  boldly  af- 
cend  his  throne,  to  fet  lords  over  it.  Were  their 
converfation  fcandalous,  and  deftruftive  to  the  goo^ 
of  your  ftate,  you  were  to  be  held  excufable :   b\H 

^  And  property,  which  they  repute  themfelves  ^uiirdiana  of,  b 
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verily,  no  man  of  mercy  and  confciencc  can  defend 
your  praftice  upon  poor  men  fo  peaceable  and  inoflFen- 
five.  Gamaliel  will  rife  up  in  judgment  againft  you, 
if  you  pcrfeverfs  in  this  courfe.  Do  not  you  help  to 
fill  the  catalogue  of  perlfccutors,  in  much  love  I  en- 
treat you;  but  as  becomes  Chriftian  men  and  true 
Proteftants,  leave  men  to  their  particular  perfuafions 
of  affairs  relative  of  the  other  wo#ld,  which  have  no 
ill  afpedt  on  the  affairs  of  this ;  but  vice  hath  an  evil 
eonfequence  as  to  both:  therefore  punifh  vice,  and 
affeft  truth  and  righteoufnefs,  and  bend  not  your  civil 
power  to  torment  religious  Diffentersj  but  to  retrieve 
good  life,  lamentably  loft  amidft  the  great  pretences 
that  are  made  to  religion.  Doubtlefs  magiftracy  was 
both  ordained  of  God,  and  elefted  by  men,  to  be  "  a 
*'  terror  to  evil-doers,"  and  not  to  them  that  do  well, 
though  of  different  judgments.  You  oppugn  the  Ro- 
man church  for  affuming  infallibility  to  herfelf,  and 
yet  your  own  praftice  maketh  you  guilty  of  the  fame 
prefumption,  or  worfe  :  for  either  you  do  exercife  that 
feverity  upon  an  infallible  knowledge,  or  you  do  not; 
if  you  do,  you  take  that  to  yourfelves  your  principles 
deny  to  any  church  whatever,  which  is  a  contradic- 
tion ;  if  you  do  not,  you  punifh  people  for  not  con- 
forming to  what  you  yourfelves  deny  any  certainty 
about :  and  how  do  you  know  but  you  compel  them 
to  that  which  is  falfe,  as  well  as  that  which  is  true  ? 
Verily,  this  dilemma  is  not  eafily  avoided,  as  well  as 
that  this  inhuman  practice  will  ftain  your  prOfcfTion, 
infame  your  government,  and  bring  a  blot  upon  your 
pofterity. 

Remember  that  they  are  men,  as  well  as  yourfelves, 
born  free,  and  have  equal  plea  to  natural  and  civil 
common  privileges  with  yourfelves  i  the  different  per- 
fuafion  of  their  confciences  about  things  relating  to 
another  life,  can  no  ways  render  them  unfit  for  this  j 
it  neither  unmans  nor  uncivilizes  them.  They  have 
the  fame  right  to  their  liberty  and  property  as  ever, 
having  by  no  pra6ltice  of  theirs  in  the  leaft  forfeited 
any  of  thofe  human  advantages,  the  great  charters  of 
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nature  and  fcripture  have  conferred  upon  them  i  and 
the  opulcncy  of  your  neighbours,  and  profperity  of 
their  affairs,  prove  to  you  that  indulgence  is  not  in* 
conflftent  with  policy;  howbeit,  you. have  now  tried 
ihe  fincerity  of  their  procedure,  by  what  you  have  al- 
ready inflifted,  and  they  fuftained :  let  the  tinne  p^ft 
fuffice,  and  make  them  not  facrifices  for  their  confei- 
entious  conftancy*    If  they  are  in  the  wrongs    it  i$ 
more  than  they  know :  will  you  perfecute  men  for  be- 
ing what  they  muft  be,  if  they  will  be  true  to  theni- 
felves  ?  This  were  great  violence  5  rather  commiferate, 
than  thus  violently  compel  them.     I  befeech  youj  feek 
fbme  cheaper  way  to  accommodate  yourfelves,  than 
by  their  deftruftion,  who  ^re  fo   very  remote   from 
•  feeking  yours.     *  O!  the  d^y  will  come,  wherein  one 
^  aft  of  tendernefs  about  masters  of  confcience,  ihall 
*  find  a  better  reward,  than  all  the  feverity  by  which 
^  rnen  ufe  to  propagate  their  perfuafions  in  the  world;* 
and  there   is  great  reafon  for  it,  fince  the  one  flows 
from  the  Saviour,    the  other  from  the  Deftroyer,  of 
men.     In  fine^  «^  let  your  moderation  be  known  unto 
^*  all  men  j  for  the  Lord  is  at  hand,  whofe  reward  is 
^^  with  hini }  and  he  will  ^ecompenfe  every  man,  fa^ 
^^  mily,   ftate,   kingdom,   and  empire,   according  to 
*^  the  nature  of  their  works  committed  in  this  mortal 
*^  body  :'*  at  whofe  bar  it  fhall  never  be  laid  to  your 
charge,  that  out  of  fear  of  taking  God's  office  out  of 
his  hands,  and  of  being  unmerciful  to  tender  confci- 
cnces,  yoy  admitted  nien  of  differing  judgments  to 
dwell  quietly  aniong  you.     Truly,  you  ca^n^ot  be  too 
tender  in  this  point. 

Imitate  the  God  of  nature  and  grace,  by  being 
propitious  to  all ;  ^^  his  fun  fhineth  on  all,  his  rain 
^^  falls  on  all,  he  gives  life  and  being  to  all;  his 
^^  grace  vifits  all,  and  in  times  of  igi^orance  he  wink- 
f ^  eth  \"  and  though  f\ich  you  may  repute  ours,  I 
tope  you  cannot  think  you  wink  at  it,  who  mak^ 
fuch  bro^d  tokens  of  your  difpleafure.  O !  how  for- 
bearing and  merciful  is  he  towards  you  ?  Have  you  fa 

lately  €f(:*jp«d  t;hs  ijwath  of  wcflaies,  mi  can  you 


\  ■  ■  •  *   - » 


A    LETTER,    &c.  105 

already  thus  fharply  treat  your  friends  ?  Had  he  en- 
tered into  judgment  with  you,  what  had  become  of 
you?  Let  his  goodnefs  to  you  prevail  with  you  to 
exprefs  clemency  to  others,  that  fo  the  great  God  of 
the  whole  earth,  even  the  *  God  of  the  Ipirits  of  all 
*  flefti,  who  refpefts  not  the  perfons  of  the  rich,  poor, 
'  or  powerful  in  judgment,*  may  (hew  you  mercy  in 
the  day  of  his  righteous  judgments.    Amen, 

Your  friend,  with  the  greateft  integrity,  in  the 
univerfal  principle  of  love  and  truth. 

W.    PEN  N^ 

London,  December  ih9 
14th,  1674. 
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^ot  all  thefe  things  will  they  do  unto  yea  for  my  name's  dike: 
Vea,  the  time  cometh,  that  whofoever  killeth  yon,  (hall  think 
^t  doth  God  fervice.  Bat  be  of  good  cheer»  I  have  overcome 
Ac  world.     John  XV.  2i.  and  xvi.  2.  33, 
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Justices  of  the  Peace  in  the  County  of  Suflcx. 


A  Certain  perfon  in  your  parts  hath  lately  troubled 
himfelf  and  the  world  with  a  book^  entitled^ 
'  An  Account  of  Familifm,  as  it  is  revived  and  prot- 
'  pagated  by  the  Quakers ;'  and  this  dedicated  to  Sic 
J.  Covert,  knight  and  baronet,  &c.  How  ill  he  fpent 
his  time  in  writing  it,  and  how  unadvifed  he  was  in 
publilhing  it,  an  impartial  perufal  of  this  fmall  dif« 
courfe  will  briefly,  yet  abundantly  manifeft. 

I  come  not  to  you  for  protedion,  (a  thing  he  and 
his  caufe  wanted),  but  for  impartiality  and  juftice : 
truth  is  fufHcient  to  patronize  and  defend  her  owii 
caufe  from  the  lalh  of  envy,  without  the  weak  auxili-. 
aries  of  human  force ;  (he  gives  fandtuary  to  all  thac 
take  to  her  for  refuge,  but  is  all-fufficient  to  her  own 
relief  from  the  deepeft  preflure,  and  moft  inveterate 
profecutions  of  her  implacable  enemies.  And  though 
the  evil  difpofition  of  the  world  to  receive  her  apolo^^ 
gies,  feems  to  confpire  with  the  indefatigable  endea** 
vours  of  her  adverfaries  to  traduce  her  j  yet  her  own 
piircft  innocency  and  unwearied  patience  have  ever  in 
the  end  broke  forth,  to  fuch  a  clear  conviftion  of  her 
oppofers,  as  hath  proved  at  once  both  their  confutation 
and  their  fhame. 

And  let  it  feem  no  riddle  to  you^  that  I  write  fo 
affured  of  truth  on  our  fide.  There  is  no  objeftioa 
our  adverfary  has  made  to  the  contrary,  which  we 
ihall  not  eafily  remove.  Our  meannefs  in  quality^ 
breeding,  literature,  and  fortunes  in  the  world,  (badges 
of  reproach  with  him)  will  receive  an  ample  jparafiel 
from  the  beit  perfods  and  times,  and  is  fo  far  from 
making  to  overthrow,  that  if  the  fcripture  and  other 
ftory  l^  to  be  credit^^  they  teU  us^  ^^  that  not  many 

**  wife. 
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*'  wife,  learned,  or  noble:"  not  that  they  are  ex- 
cluded; but,  as  perfons  ftumbled  at  the  crofs  of 
Chrift,  and  the  fimplicity  of  the  gofpel,  through  the 
power  that  greatnefs  and  pleafure  have  with  them, 
they  exclude  themfelves. 

But  fince  great  and  rich  men  have  fouls  to  be  faved 
as  well  as  poor,  it  is  equally  their  concern  to  inform 
themfelves  of  that  way  which  moft  afluredly  leads  to 
the  reft  that  is  eternal,  I  confefs  the  variety  of  feds 
in  the  world  to  be  a  great  difcouragement,  efpecially 
when  we  confider  with  what  confidence  each  party 
pleads  the  truth  and  divine  original  of  his  own  per- 
fuafion :  but  men  are  not  to  be  fatisfied  with  pre- 
tence, but  evidence :  education  is  too  ftiort,  nor  will 
tradition  reach  far  enough,  to  afcertain  aiiy  man  of 
the  verity  of  his  perfuafion. 

Could  the  two  firft  have  done,  there  had  b^en  no 
need  of  rclinquifliing  the  Roman  church,  which  was 
neither  wanting  in  pretences,  nor  an  education  preju- 
diced enough  againft  all  reformation :  and  if  tradition 
had  been  all-fufficient,  the  direftion  of  God*s  unerring 
grace,  and  the  neceffary  conviftions  of  mens  reafons, 
might  have  been  fpared. 

For  if  men  arc  to  believe  what  is  recommended  for 
true,  becaufe  recommended^  and  not  becaufe  truey  we 
arc  to  believe  we  know  not  what;  and  fhall  be  to 
feek  fo  far  for  a  reafon  for  the  hope  that  is  in  us,  that 
in  reality  wc  can  have  no  other  anfwer  to  give,  than 
that  fuch  or  fuch  told  us  fo,  and  therefore  we  believe 
it:  but  rf  the  ground  of  our  faith  ought  to  be  more 
fure  and  better  founded,  it  will  ftand  us  greatly  upon 
to  examine,  what  is  the  reafon  we  have  to  render  for 
cur  faith  and  hope  in  God,  and  that  belief  we  have 
of  holy  fcripture?  If  we  err  here,  our  building  is  in- 
fecurc;  and  the  danger  is,  that  we  fhall  not  only  one 
day  lofe  our  faith,  but,  which  is  worfe,  our  fouls  too. 
This  neceffarily  brings  a  man  to  a  more  inward  fearch 
and  teftimony,  fome  divine  principle  in  man,  planted. 
by  God  himfelf,  which  gives  to  believe  "  that  God  is, 
^^  and  that  he  is  a  rewarder  of  them  that  fear  him/' 

This 
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This  the  bell  Heathens,  as  well  as  Jews  and  Chrif- 
tians,  have  highly  venerated,  and  many  are  the  tcfti- 
monies  they  have  left  upon  record,  to  the  divine  ori- 
ginal, and  excellent  ufe  of  it,  both  to  know  God, 
and  ourfelves :  and  truly  it  was  this  holy  principle  in 
all  ages  that  hath  attended  mankind  with  thofe  checks, 
reproofs,  and  direftions,  by  which  he  hath  had  any 
difcerning  of  what  fliould,  from  what  (hould  not,  be 
done.  This  is  that  which  hath  given  him  the  certain 
found  and  true  relifli  of  what  God  has  ever  required  ac 
his  hand,  as  faid  the  prophet  Micah,  **  God  hath 
"  Ihewed  thee,  O  man,  what  is  good,  and  what  he 
"  requires  from  thee;  to  do juftice,  love  mercy,  and 
"  walk  humbly  with  thy  God,*'  Mich.  vi.  8.  In  the 
Ffaims  thus,  "  Thou  giveft  thy  mouth  to  evil,  and 
'"  thy  tongue  frameth  deceit:  thou  fitteft  and  fpcakcft 
*^  againft  thy  brother:  thefe  things  haft  thou  done, 
*^^and  I  kept  filence:  thou  thoughteft  I  was  altogether 
«  fuch  an  one  as  thyfelf ;  but  I  will  reprove  thee,  and 
"  fet  them  in  order  before  thine  eyes,  faith  the  Lord." 
And  the  apoftle  Paul  tells  us,  "  Whatever  may  be 
"  known  of  God  is  manifefted  within/*  And  what 
can  that  be  by  which  God  fo  manifefteth  himfelf,  but 
what  Mofes  called  '^  the  Word  nigh,  in  the  heart," 
that  the  children  of  Ifrael  were  to  obey;  that  Job  calk 
"  Light,"  which  the  wicked  rebel  againft,  not  loving 
the  ways  thereof:  the  like  doth  Chrift,  in  John,  when 
he  complained,  that  men  would  not  bring  their  deeds 
to  be  examined  by  it.  In  all  ages  hath  the  Almighty, 
more  or  lefs,  pleaded  his  own  caufe  in  the  confcienccs 
of  all  people  by  this  divine  principle  of  light,  how- 
ever varioufly  denominated:  and  whatever  faith  or  hope 
man  has,  not  grounded  upon  the  difcoveries,  convic- 
tions, and  diredions  of  this,  it  is  a  by-rote  faith, 
hope,  and  religion. 

Therefore  I  befeech  you,  to  whom  this  difcourfe  i% 
more  particularly  dedicated,  to  confider  of  us,  not  by- 
tradition,  education^  religions  eftabliftied  by  human 
laws,  or  imperial  decrees ;  but  by  that  underftanding 
which  this  ^  Immortal  law  and  everlaftmg  foundation 
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*  of  virtue/  as  Heathen  Plutarch  calls  it,  will  afiWd 
you  to  judge  us  by. 

It  has  been  man's  venturing  to  wade  into  the  holy 
Icriptures  without  this  divine  principle,  that  has  caufed 
fo  many  fearful  mifcarriages  about  religion.  Something 
in  man  prompts  him  to  religion ;  but  man,  being  not 
wholly  guided  by  that  which  fo  infpires  him  with  re- 
ligious defires,  haftily  fpoils  all  with  the  intermixture 
ot  his  own  fancies  ana  conceits :  and  becaufe  he  is 
aflured  that  what  firft  inclined  him  was  right,  he  fticks 
not  to  ftile  his  own  inventions  orthodox  j  and  then,  im- 
patient of  contradidion,  with  a  fury  as  great  as  his 
ignorance,  endeavours  the  overthrow  of  whatevci* 
ftands  in  his  way,  and  refufes  to  receive  his  mark  in 
his  forehead,  or  in  his  right  band.  This  has  occa- 
fioned  fo  much  trumpery  in  religion  ^  ceremonies, 
ihew,  and  mere  formality,  have  fwallowed  up  the 
greateft  part  of  it :  now  were  men  brought  to  God's 
heavenly  gift  in  themfelves,  it  would  reclaim  and  lea- 
ven the  mind,  chain  the  afFeftions,  and  bring  religion 
into  holy  and  felf-denying  living,  and  ercft  an  holy 
regimen  in  the  heart  and  foul,  by  which  the  heavenly 
image  would  be  renewed,  and  man  become  as  one 
born  again;  without  which  tranflation,  there  can  bt 
no  entering  into  God's  heavenly  kingdom.  . 

This  the  firft  Proteftants  made  to  be  the  reafon  of. 
their  revolt  from  Rome:  for  though  it  is  true,  that 
they  charged  the  Papifts  with  making  God's  tradition 
(the  holy  fcriptures)  void  by  their  numerous  dark  tra- 
ditions; yet  that  which  begot  that  holy  loathing  of 
Rome's  fuperftitions,  idolatries,  and  will-worfhip,  wal 
God's  GRACE  in  their  hearts ;  and  their  beft  argument 
agauift  Rome's  aflaults  was  this,  *  The  fcripture,  which 

*  I  believe  from  the  teftimony  of  the  Spirit  of  God  jrt 

*  me,  and  which  I  can  only  underftand  from  the  illu- 
^  mination  thereof,  owns  no  fuch  thing,  and  therefore 
«  I  rejeft  it/ 

Such  as  converfe  with  Luther  and  his  followers^ 
Zuinglius  and  his  followers,  will  find  this  to  hav6 
been  the  foundation  of  their  whole  work.    And  our 

own 
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t)Vn  martyrology  is  full  to  our  purpofe,  particularly 
Tindal,  Tims,  and  Philpot. 

I  omit  to  mention  a  whole  cloud  of  witneffes,  be- 
caufe  1  intend  not  to  dwell  here  i  only  this  I  would 
be  at,  and  I  entreat  you. all  to  weigh  it,  whether  any 
thing  can  give  to  underftand  aright,  and  enable  to 
praftife  thofe  things  of  God,  which  it  is  neceffary  for 
man  both  to  know  and  do,  but  God's  light,  grace,  or 
word  in  the  heart :  what  elfe  can  give  us  to  relifti  the 
divine  authority  of  the  fcriptures  themfelves,  or  to 
believe  the  things  therein  treated  of  to  be  undeniable 
truths  ?  Indeed,  the  want  of  this  has  been  a  great  oc- 
cafion  of  Atheifm ;  man  making,  praftifing,  and  en- 
afting  that  for  religion,  of  which  people  have  had  no 
affurance  in  themfelves  :  but  if  they  Ihould  fpeak  their 
hearts,  it  is  more  probable  they  do  not  belieVe  it;  but 
inftead  thereof  deride  it,  and  fo,  under  a  fhcw  of  re- 
ligion, live  as  men  without  God  in  the  world. 

To  prevent  which,  and  to  bring  men  to  the  true 
underftaiiding  of  what  God  expefts  from  them^  in  or- 
der to  that  great  account  they  are  to  give  unto  him 
at  the  revelation  of  his  righteous  judgments,  "  when 
"  he  will  judge  the  fecrets  of  all  men  by  Jefus  Chrift," 
we  do  exhort  all  to  Chrift's  pure,  unerring  light  in 
the  confcience,  (John  viii,  12.  i  John  i.  5,  6^  7.) 
which  is  fufficient  to  daily  underftanding  and  duty; 
that  what  they  believe  and  profefs  in  matters  of  fo 
high  importance,  they  may  be  convinced  in  their  very 
confcience,  by  the  good  underftanding  the  infpiration 
of  the  Almighty  gives,  of  the  truth  and  neceffity 
thereof;  and  not  fufFer  themfelves  to  be  carried  away 
with  the  torrent  of  fathers,  councils,  fynods,  doftors, 
fcholars,  national  conftitutions,  &c,  (big,  and  moft: 
times  untrue,  and  too  oftea  empty  words)  without 
that  inward  conviftion  and  teftimony  of  God's  good 
Spirit  in  your  own  confciences  5  the  old  proteftant,  and 
only  primitive  ground  of  true  faith  and  obedience. 

I  know,  and  Ihall  always  acknowledge,  that  in  the 
time  of  ignorance  the  Almighty  winked  j  and  that  in 
every  age  he  has  cxprefled  his  regard  to  thofe  under 

Vol.  Ill,  H  the 
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the  various  forms  of  religion  ever  in  the  World,  who 
have  been  fincere- hearted,  and  of  fober  and  confcien- 
tious  converfation :  but  I  muft  alfo  tell  you,  that  by 
how  much  the  more  needlefs  and  unwarrantable  cuf- 
toms,  will-worfhip,  and  human  religion  built  upon 
the  dark  and  uncertain  conjeftures  of  men,  are  receded 
from,  and  the  minds  of  people  engaged  in  a  diligent 
attendance  upon  that  divine  principle  which  only  can 
clear  up  their  underftandings,  and  give  them  an  ex* 
perimental  knowledge  of  the, true  God,  and  that  way 
of  worfhip  and  fervice  which  may  be  moft  acceptable 
with  him,  by  fo  much  more  certain  will  they  be  of 
the  truth  of  their  religion;  inafmuch  as  they  have, 
over  and  above  all  external  record,  the  affurance  of 
unqueftionable  conviftions  in  their  own  confciences. 

Thus  God,  who  made  heaven  and  earth,  knows, 
we  came  to  receive  that  knowledge  of  him,  which  we 
now  expofe  ourfelves  to  all  hardfhips  to  maintain. 

We  profefled  God;  but,  like  our  neighbours,  in 
works  we  denied  him.  We  worfhipped  him  after  man's 
conceivings ;  infomuch  that  I  may  fay,  we  worfhipped 
the  unknown  God  in  a  falfe  way.  No  doubt  but  wc 
Were  flocked  with  the  common  talk  of  rgligion ;  *  but 

*  the  crofs  of  Chrifl  we  were  flrangers  to.'  His 
blood  we  extolled,  *  whilfl  by  wicked  works  we  trod 

*  it  under  foot ;'  and  believed  ourfelves  faved  by  it, 

*  who  were  uncleanfed  from  fin.'  The  whole  end  of 
his  coming  we  efteemed  the  top  of  all  love;    ^  but 

*  never  knew  enough  of  it,  truly  kindled  in  our  hearts, 
whereby  to  work  ^  fuch  faith  and  refignation  as  could 
^  give  us  viftory  over  the  world.'  Thus  were  we, 
Jews-like,  children  of  God,  *  whilft  we  crucified  the 

*  Son  of  God  i'  and  of  the  feed  of  Abraham,  *  whilft 

*  the  ferpent's  feed  reigned;'  heirs  of  the  kingdom, 

*  yet  not  born  again ;'  free,  ^  yet  the  bondflaves  of 

*  vanity.*  O!  at  this  time  of  day  it  was  that  God 
found  us  out,  and  broke  in  upon  our  fouls  with  his 
righteous  judgments  for  fin,  and  laid  judgment  to  the 
line,  and  righteoufnefs  to  the  plummet,  within  us^ 
the  bode  of  conference  was  opened,  and  great  fear 

fur- 
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Jurprizcd  iis>  and  deep  fotroW  fell  upon  us>  which 
brought  that  fudden  and  ftrange  change,  that  made  us 
both  the  dcrifion  of  profane,  and  wonder  of  fober  men* 

The  author  of  the  *  Account  of  Familifm/  for 
want  of  more  fkill,  and  fcrioufnefs,  <:alls  it  the  hypo- 
chondria: as  if  it  had  been  only  a  flux  of  melancholy 
overpowering  the  ftrength  of  reafon>  and  carrying  the 
underftanding  captive  at  the  impetuofity  of  its  fancies. 
But  having  been  thus  made  ienfible  of  the  terrors  of 
the  Lord  for  fin>  and  being  brought  into  a  true  un- 
derftanding of  that  religion  and  worfliip  which  moft 

)leafe  God,  fome  of  us  were  conftrained,  and  in  con- 

cience  bound,  to  go  forth  into  the  world,  and  puWilh 
thefe  *  Tidings  of  judgment  for  fin,  and  converfion, 
*  through  righteoufnefs,  wrought  by  the  mighty  power 
^  of  God  in  the  confcience,'  that  all  might  be  awakened 
to  try  their  works,  faiths,  worfhips,  and  whole  reli-^ 
gions,  whether  they  were  of  God  or  men  ;  or  whether 
they  had  been  doing  their  own  wills,  or  the  Will  of 
God;  that  fo  they  might  be  brought  to  experience! 
God  to  be  a  God  nigh  at  hand,  reconciled  in  Chrift, 
blotting  out  fin,  and  renewing  a  right  fpirit  within  j 
by  which  their  religion  might  not  longer  ftand  in  the 
traditions  of  men,  or  on  the  education  of  parents, 
but  upon  the  conviftions  and  operations  of  God's 
grace  in  the  confcience.  And  thus  is  all  that  Chrift 
did  without,  brought  nigh  and  home  to  the  very  foul. 
The  feed  of  the  woman  is  known  to  bruife  the  head 
of  the  ferpent  5  Chrift,  the  Light,  and  Lamb  that 
taketh  away  the  fins  of  the  world,  not  only  to  take 
away  the  fins  paft  through  remiflion,  but  cleanfe  from 
the  nature,  root,  and  ground  of  fin,  by  his  holy  blood, 
which  fprinkles  all  confciences  that  wait  and  walk  in 
the  light  (the  juft  man's  path)  from  dead  works,  to 
fcrve  the  living  God  in  uprightnefs  for  ever. 

For  this  caufe  are  we  brought  out  into  the  world  | 
and  behold  the  veflel  we  are  embarked  in,  our  lading, 
and  the  country  we  make  for!  the  veflTel,  truth;  the 
lading,  faith  and  good  works  j  our  fouls,  the  pajfengersi 
and  the  country,  the  land  of  everlajling  refi. 

H  2  This 
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This  I  could  not  but  prefcnt  you  with,  that  no 
endeavours  of  our  enemies  may  be  able  to  lodge  a 
falfe  eharafter  of  us  and  our  principles  with  you: 
though  I  mud  faithfully  tell  you,  that  I  fliould  wrong 
my  own  reafon,  as  well  as  your  judgment,  and  fpeak 
againft  my  confcience  too,  if  I  fliould  let  in  one 
thought  of  this  man's  ability  to  do  us  any  great  mif- 
chief  with  you :  for,  out  of  no  infult,  but  in  real 
truth,  I  take  him  for  a  very  unfkilful  pilot  on  our 
coaft,  a  man  unacquainted  with  our  concerns;  and  a 
moft  incompetent  perfon  for  an  antagonift. 

Accept  (for  I  can  a(k  no  excufe  for)  my  plainnefs. 
I  have  not  fawned;  I  never  could^  and  now  much  lefs : 
thefe  matters  not  only  deferve,  but  require,  the  great- 
eft  plainnefs.  And  men  that  believe  they  fliall  have 
to'  do  with  God,  after  they  have  left  having  to  do  with 
men,  ought  to  adt  with  greateft  circumfpe£tion  and 
finceriiy*.  Remember  your  original,  remember  your 
end ;  ihd  know  afluredly  that,  but  "  Breath  is  in  your 
**  noftrils;  and  for  every  deed  done  in  this  mortal 
**  body,  whaJier  it  be  good,  or  whether  it  be  evil,  will 
"  God,  the  righteous  judge,  require  an  account  from 
**  you  before  his  great  tribunal ;"  where  may  you  all 
be  able  to  anfwer  with  joy ! 

I  am  your  faithful  friend, 

WILLIAM  PENN. 
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Wisdom  justified  of  her  Children, 
FROM  THE  Ignorance  and  Calumny  of 
H,   HALLYWEL. 

C  HA  P.    I. 

His  Epistle  confidercd. 

TH  E  adverfary  wc  have  to  do  withal  begins  his 
dedicatory  epiftle  thus,  *  The  daily  and  nume- 
^  reus  increafe  of  the  heretical  generation  of  Quakers 

*  in  thefe  parts,  made  me  a  little  more  than  ordinarily 

*  inquifitive  into  their  dodrines  and  perfuafions;  which 
'  I  found  not  only  deftruftive  of  civil  governm^it^ 

*  but  of  religion  itfelf/ 

It  is  natural  with  ignorance  to  be  proud,  and  envy 
to  flander.  His  enquiry  has  been  at  our  adverfaries 
doors,  not  ours.  They  that  read  him,  and  thofe 
books  that  lately  came  out,  may  know  his  infomiers 
without  farther  coft:  but  book-robbery,  though  to 
untruth,  is  an  old  prieft- trick. 

If  his  fort  of  rendering  us  inconfiftent  with  govern- 
ment could  incenfe  the  civil  magiftrate  to  our  de- 
ftrudlion,  we  know  very  well  traducers  would  not  be 
wanting.  Truth  has  never  been  perfecuted  under  its 
own  name:  herefy  is  an  old  blot  the  devil  has  caft 
upon  it,  that  it  may  become  fufpefted  with  the  fimple  j 
and  Chriftians  were  of  old  worried  in  beaft-fkins:  fuch 
coverings  the  prefent  heathen  fpirit  has  provided  for 
us.  But  as  we  cannot  but  blefs  the  name  of  Almighty 
God,  that  he  has  brought  us  to  the  knowledge  of  his 
50od  old  way  of  *' Truth  in  the  inward  parts  ;* "  fo 
io  we  affirm  it  to  be  neither  averl^  from  government, 
lor  deftrudive  of  religion ;  right  government  being 
iccording  to  it  j  and  pure  religion  being  "  to  keep 

?  Jer.  34»    Heb.  viii.  ^o.. 

H  3  ^*  ourfclves 


Ii8      WISDOM    JUSTIFIED    op 

**  ourfelves  unfpotted  from  the  world,^'*  and  to  do^ 
or  fuffer,  which  we  have  ever  done ;  and  God  knows, 
to  that  is  the  tendency  of  our  holy  principle,  to  wit, 
moderation,  juftice,  induftry,  tennperance,  and  up- 
right converfation.  But  the  true  Englifh  of  this 
wicked  fuggeftion  is  no  more  than  this ;  the  Quakers 
and  their  perfuafion  are  inconfiftent  with  will-worfhip- 
pers,  hirelings,  men-pleafers,  perfecutors,  and  op- 
preflbrs:  they  give  the  world  an  alarm  for  thefe  thingSj^ 
and  round  their  ears  with  the  neceflity  of  walking  in 
fo  ftrait  and  narrow  a  way,  as  gives  great  difquiet  to 
the  libertine,  and  brings  the  prieiVs  qualification  into 
great  queftion,  and  his  trade  into  abfolute  danger. 

No  wonder,  then,  fo  many  hard  names  arc  caft  upon 
11$,  to  deter  fuch  as  are  unacquainted  with  us;  and 
beget  fcruples  in  them  that  are  well-difpofed  to  us. 
However,  this  contentment  this  paragraph  gives,  that 
notwithftanding  all  this  oppofition,  ^  we  daily  and 
«  numeroufly  increafe,'  for  which  my  foul  is  greatly 
glad,  and  my  knees  bow  to  the  God  and  Father  of 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  that  he  would  continue  to 
profper  and  fpe^d  his  own  great  work  of  redemption 
%n  the  earth.     But  he  goes  on : 

«  For  what  elfe  can  be  expeiSled  from  them,  who 
*  deny  the  fcripture  to  be  the  word  of  God,  and  rule 
^  and  guide  in  matters  of  falvation  ?' 

Anfw.  We  do  not  deny  the  fcriptures  to  be  the 
word  pf  God,  and  rule  and  guide  in  matters  of  falva- 
tion, out  of  any  undervalue  of  them;  but  from  that 
reverent  regard  we  have  to  Christ,  the  great  and 
eminent  Word,  ^^  who  was  with  God,  and  was  God, 
*^  by  whom  all  things  were  made;  who  is  the  way, 
*^  truth,  and  life,  the  great  Prophet,  Judge,  Law- 
^^  giver,  and  Prieft  to  his  people,  whofe  lips  preferve 
i^  knowledge/"  He  is  the  new  covenant;  rule  and 
judge;  and  without  him  we  can  never  underftand,  nor 
Relieve  the  fcriptures  as  we  (hould  do :  nay,  fo  far  arc 
t^cy  from  being  a  rule,  &c,  that  a  thoufand  cafes  may 

*jM9«^a?i        ^Johnady,    Afttyii.  37. 

'' happen 
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happen  wherein  they  cannot  be  a  direftion  to  us.  Nay, 
they  may  be  burned^  drowned,  fom,  loft,  mijiranflated^ 
added  tOy  diminijhed ;  men  may  be  robbed  of  them,  im* 
prifonsd  from  them  j  but  none  of  all  this  can  or  ought 
to  be  faid  of  the  great  go/pel  rule :  God  has  ever  been 
fufficient  to  his  people  in  every  age ;  and  fince  they 
only  are  "  children  of  God,  who  are  led  by  the  Spirit 
'^  of  God,"  and  that  it  is  "  the  Spirit  of  God  alone 
^'  which  leads  into  all  truth,"  it  follows  that  the  law 
of  the  fpirit  of  life,  writ  in  the  heart,  and  not  a  law 
writ  on  paper  (a  ftate  lefs  excellent  than  the  Jews, 
whofe  law  was  written  upon  ftone)  is  the  great  evangel 
Heal  rule  of  living :  yet  are  the  fcriptures  an  holy  de* 
claration  of  the  word  of  God,  and  of  the  rule  and 
guide  in  matters  of  falvation :  and  we  rejeft  for  ever 
that  fpirit  which  leads  into  thofe  principles  and  prac- 
tices, that  in  the  leaft  contradid  the  Aanding  and 
permanent  truths  therein  mentioned:  for  they  were 
written  by  holy  men  of  God,  being  infpired  thereto, 
and  contain  godly  reproof,  admonition,  exhortationj 
and  prophecies,  for  the  edification  of  the  church,  and 
perfefting  the  man  of  God  to  every  good  word  and 
work,  throygh  faith  in  Chrift  Jefus;  and  as  fuch,  many 
diredtions,  precepts,  and  rules,  are  therein  laid  down : 
yet  they  all  refer  to  the  grace,  light,  fpirit,  word,  or 
anointing  within,  as  that  by  which  man  ought  to  be 
ruled,  governed,  and  ordered,  to  God's  glory  and 
his  own  comfort,**  as  they  firft  were  who  gave  them 
forth ;  for  they  were  witnefTes  of  the  truth  of  what 
they  writ.  So  that  they  are  an  holy  declaration  of 
the  way  of  God,  and  that  holy  principle  which  leads 
to  it,  and  in  it ;  without  which  the  book  is  fealed,^ 
the  fcriptures  are  unknown  i  and  confequently  not  the 
fcriptures,  but  that  holy  key  of  David,  is  the  rule,  how 
far,  and  which  way,  we  are  both  to  underftand,  inter- 
pret, believe,  ^nd  praftife  them. 

^Tit.  ii.  II,  1%.  Johniii.  19,  20,  21.  Rom.  viii.  13, 14,  i  Jdin 
ii.  27.  Read  *  (^akerifm,  ia  new  nick-name  for  old  ChrifHanity,* 
from  pag.  24,  to  pag«  %Q2.  Alfp  *  ResUbn  againft  Railing,* 
from  pag,  24,  to  pag.  47. 

Wi^  This 
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This  may  be  enough  to  fhew  the  difingenuity  of 
our  adverfary  in  reprefenting  us  to  his  knight:  for  be- 
caufe  we  cannot  give  that  title  and  office  due  to  Chrift 
himfelf,  from  him,  to  his  bare  declaration,  he  would 
infinuate  that  we  refufe  all  conformity  to  the  holy  ex- 
amples and  teftimonies  therein  related  and  exprefled^ 
as  if  we  were  a  moft  diflblute  crew  of  libertines. 

But  he  tells  us,  '  That  this  perfon  (whole  name  I 

*  fuppofe  we  fhall  prove  he  has  made  t;oo  bold  with) 
^  fo  well  knowing  our  obftinate  and  perverfe  humour, 

*  in  the  difcharge  of  his  trufts  committed  to  him  under 

*  his  moftfacred  majefty,  he  could  do  no  lefs  than  pre- 

*  fent  him  with  this  treatife;  that  going  under  the  name 

*  and  proteftion  of  lb  worthy  and  accomplifhed  a  per- 

*  fon,  it  may  in  fome  meafure  obtain  its  defired  effedt, 

*  by  putting  a  flop  to  the  growing  evil,  and  confirm- 

*  ing  thofe  who  are  not  feduced  in  the  truth  of  their 

*  profeflion/     A  moft  nonfenfical  expreffion, 

Anfw.  But  I  am  willing  to  hope  better  things  of 
him,  than  that  he  fhould  go  upon  the  prieft's^nef- 
fage,  or  turn  their  knight-errant.  But  what  is  the 
matter  that  the  Quakers  are  fo  perverfe  ?  They  cannot 
fay  *  right  worfhipful,'  becaufe  they  think  that  of  right 
belongs  to  God  i  nor  'moftfacred  majefty,*  that  be- 
ing fit  for  no  mortal  man :  neither  can  they  lie  and 
flatter  with  '  your  moft  obliged  and  affectionate  fer- 

*  vant,  for  they  are  more  obliged  to  God  than  man, 
and  to  one  man  more  than  another.  He  either  knew 
not,  forgot,  or  flighted  the  rebuke  of  Paulinus  to 
Sulpitius  Severus,  who  faid,  '  It  becometh  not  Chrift's 
^  freemen  to  fubfcribe  themfelves  fervant,'  &c.  But  it 
is  nothing  with  fuch  as  our  adverfary  to  cog,  lie,  and 
flatter :  it  is  one  part  of  his  manners. 

I  would  fain  know  what  rule  he  had  for  all  this  ? 
Did  the  holy  prophets  and  apoftles  teach  him  any  fuch 
trafh  ?  Will  he  prate  of  fcripture  for  a  rule,  and  yet 
bridle  his  flattering  tongue  no  better?  The  cuftom^ 
of  the  Heathens  have  entered  the  profeflion  of  Chrif- 
tianity  ;  ^nd  that  old  fpirit,  under  this  n^w  trim,  goes 
off  for  4  very  good  Chriftian* 

^Qlbi^t 
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*  O !  but  the  Quakers  are  obftinate  in  other  cafes, 
•  for  all  this  !* 

» 

,  Anf.  Why  fo  ?  Becaufe  they  will  by  all  means 
ftand  to  their  principles ;  they  will  not  play  the  fyco* 
phants ;  threats  do  not  fright  them,  nor  promifes  gain 
them ;  they  love  their  confcience  above  their  conve- 
niency ;  and  feek  to  pleafe  God  rather  than  men.  Per- 
haps, this  fort  of  men  the  knight  has  found  them,  but 
could  have  wilhed  them  more  pliant  to  the  laws,  it 
may  be,  that  he  might  have  fome  colour  to  be  kind : 
muft  therefore  this  bufy-body  intitle  his  name  to  all 
his  own  follies,  lies,  and  flanders  againft  us  ?  What 
can  any  moderate  perfon  think,  but  that  the  patron  of 
fuch  difcourfe  has  been  an  eminent  perfccutor,  whofc 
prpteftion  is  fo  plainly  called  for  to  a  book  that  with- 
out doubt  would  have  him  fo  ?  For  my  part,  I  think 
the  knight  ought  to  repute  that  ignorant  and  difingc- 
nuous  difcourfe  fo  far  from  being  a  teftimony  how 
much  the  author  is  his  moft  obliged  and  afFeftionatc 
fervant,  that  for  interefting  his  name  and  power  there- 
in, he  Ihoul4  hereafter  look  upon  him  as  an  enemy  to 
him,  his  name,  and  family. 

Before  I  conclude,  give  me  leave  to  a(k  him,  why 
he  fought  for  proteftion  ?  Is  his  national  caufe,  de- 
fended by  princes,  parliaments,  navies,  armies,  the 
learned,  rich  and  powerful  clergy,  both  univerfities, 
the  generality  of  the  gentry  and  commonalty,  fo  weak 
and  gafping  ?  Or  arc  the  poor,  defpifed,  traduced,  and 
trodden-down  Quakers  fo  potent  and  terrible,  that  a 
book  of  eight  fheets  dare  not  peep  out  againft  them, 
but  a  big  title  muft  be  got  to  recommend  and  patron- 
ize it?  But  how  worthy  foever  the  knight  be,  that  will  ' 
not  hinder  my  proceeding  to  fhew  the  unworthinefs  of 
the  book,  and  therein  of  the  author,  as  well  to  hi$ 
patron,   as  the  defpifed  Quakers. 


C  H  AP* 
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Containing  an  anfwer  to  his  firft  chapter,  in  which  he 
pre. tends  an  agreement  to  be  between  the  QuakerSi 
and  other  ancient  and  modern  hereticks* 

» 

The  comparifon  examined,  and  proved  defeftivc. 

OUR  adverfary,  that  he  may  the  better  prejudice 
his  reader  againft  us,  introduceth  his  difcourfe 
with  a  comparifon  of  us  to  the  moft  noted  and  odious 
of  the  reputed  ancient  and  modern  hereticks  j  doubt- 
lefs  hoping,  that  what  he  wants  of  argument  to  ren* 
der  us  fuch,  may  be  fupplied  by  that  ill  opinion  men 
have  of  thofe  he  brings  us  into  parallel  with.  The 
firft  man  he  thought  fit  to  pitch  upon  is  Simon  Magus, 
a  man  famous  for  his  infamous  forceries,  with  whom 
he  wickedly  yokes  that  faithful  minifter  of  God,  George 
Fox,  *  becaufe,*  faith  he,  *  Simon  Magus  gave  out 
'  that  he  was  God  the  Father  j  and  George  Fox,  be- 
*  fore  the  juft ices  at  Lancafter,  that  he  was  equal  with 
<  God/ 

Anf.  There  is  no  believing  a  decimating,  perfecut- 
ing  prie'ft  againft  a  Quaker,  till  he  makes  more  con^ 
fcience  of  telling  lies,  who  hath  given  too  many  de- 
monftrations  of  his  defire  to  have  us  run  down  at  any 
^rate,  to  be  credited  by  thofe  who  love  truth  more  than 
partiality. 

George  Fox  denies  the  words ;  they  were  never  fo 
fpoken  by  him ;  mugh  lefs  were  they  ever  intended  in 
that  way  our  adverfary  takes  and  improves  them.  For 
though  there  be  not  an  equality,  yet  there  is  an  unity,^ 
as  teftifieth  the  fcripture;  "  Let  the  fame  mind  be  in 
^'  you,  that  was  alio  in  Chrift  Jefus,  who  being  in  the 
*'  form  of  God,  thought  it  not  robbery  to  be  equal 
«'  with  God/"  And  "  He  that  fanftifieth,  and  they 
^^  that  are  fanftified,  are  all  of  one  y  for  which  caufe 

•  PhU,  ii.  6. 

^^  h? 
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''  he  IS  not  afliamed  to  call  them  brethren/'*  Again^ 
"  They  that  are  joined  to  the  Lord  are  one  fpirit;" 
and,  **  He  that  doth  righteoufnefs  is  righteous,  even 
"  as  he  is  righteous.^'*  To  deny  this,  is  to  deny  the 
moft  heavenly  benefit  we  have  by  Chrift,  namely,  that 
unity  and  fellowfhip  we  have  with  the  Father  and  with 
the  Son,  That  it  was  an  unity^  not  an  equality,  ef* 
pecially  in  the  fenfe  he  takes  the  word,  the  faithful 
narrative  of  that  proceeding,  printed  in  the  year  1654^ 
will  farther  tettify. 

How  great  then  muft  this  man's  mifcarriage  be, 
who,  to  render  a  good  man  an  impoftor,  turns  forger 
himfelf !  but  God  will  reward  him. 

The  next  pair  he  pitches  upon  to  prove  his  aflertion, 
is  Menander  and  James  Naylor  (p.  3.)  *  The  one  for 
'  affirming  himfelf  to  be  fent  from  the  invifible  rc- 

*  gionsi   to  be  the  faviour  of  mankind :    and  James 

*  Naylor  for  afferting  himfelf  to  be  Chrift,   and  ac- 

*  cepting  hofannahs  and  divine  worfhip  in  the  ftreets 
^  df  Briftol/ 

Anf,  What  Menander  was  I  know  not;  and  it  is 
hard  believing  a  charadter  of  any  man,  when  it  is  givea 
by  his  enemy :  but  fure  I  am  that  Janxes  Naylor  never 
afferted  himfelf  to  be  the  Chrift  of  God ;  neither  did 
he  ever  deny  him  that  appeared  at  Jerufalem  to  be  the 
Lord's  Chrift,  as  his  writings  plentifully  declare,  ef* 
pecially  one  paper  written  by  him  to  the  then  pallia- 
(nent,  when  a  prifoner  in  Bridewell. 

\  Chrift  Jefus,  the  Emmanuel  (of  whofe  fufFerings^ 

*  the  fcriptures  declare)    him  alone  I   confefs  before 

*  men;  for  whofe  fake  I  have  denied  whatever  was 
'  dear  to  me  in  this  world,  that  I  might  win  him,  and 

*  be  found  in  him,  and  not  in  myfelf ;  whom  alone  I 

*  feek  to  ferve  in  body,  foul,  and  fpirit,  night  and 
«  day,  according  to  the  meafure  of  grace  working  in 
^  me  J  even  to  that  Eternal  Spirit  be  glory,  and  to 
^  the  Lamb  for  ever.  But  to  afcribe  this  power  and 
^  virtue  to  James  Naylor,  or  for  that  to  be  exalted  or 

.  ii.  II.        Si  Joh.  ill.  7. 

*  wor^ 
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*  worfhipped,  to  me  is  great  idolatry.     So  having  an 

*  opportunity  given    (with  readinefs)    I  am  willing, 

*  in  the  fear  of  God    the  Father,    and  in  honour  to 

*  Chrift  Jefgs,  to  take  off  all  offences  from  every  fim^ 

*  pie  heart,  without  guile  or  deceit/ 

His  third  comparifon  lies  betwixt  Photinus,  who  is 
faid  to  have  denied  the  Trinity,  and  G.  Fox,  as  guilty 
of  the  fame  error  in  his  account,  pag.  4, 

Anf.  I  can  find  no  fuch  place  in  the  book  fo  called: 
either  our  adverfary  fets  up  for  a  new  controvertift, 
or  he  dilhoneftly  fhunned  giving  us  the  page :  but  I 
am  willing  to  believe,  that  he  took  it  as  he  found  it 
in  fome  other  adverfary;  for  any  thing  reported  or 
printed  againft  a  Quaker,  is  ground  enough  for  aq 
envious  prieft  to  accufe  him. 

But  what  if  G.  Fox  denied  the  unfcriptural  expref- 
fions,  viz.  the  Trinity  of  diftinft  and  feparate  Perjons? 
muft  it  neceffarily  follow  that  he  denied  the  "  Three 
**  that  bear  record  in  heaven,  the  Father,  Word,  and 
*^  Spirit?*"*  We  juftly  renounce  thofe  barbarous  fchool 
terms,  as  not  fuited  to  God's  heavenly  manifeftations, 
but  the  dark  conceits  of  fome  popifh  dodtors. 

His  fourth  comparifon  is  made  between  Socinus 
and  James  Naylor,  in  that  the  one  denied .  the  *  Satif- 

*  faftion  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  looked  upon  his  paffion 
'  only  as  an  example.    The  other,  in  that  he  affirmed, 

*  the  end  for  which  Chrift  did  fuffer,  was  to  be  a  liv- 

*  ing  example  to  all  generations.'     Love  to  the  loft, 
p.  50. 

Anf.  He  has  not  truly  delivered  the  opinion  of  So** 
cinus,  whofe  books  fhew,  however  miftaken  about 
Chrift's  divinity,  that  he  ever  efteemed  his  death  and 
paffion  to  have  more  in  it  than  a  bare  example :  nop 
has  he  faithfully  dealt  with  J.  Naylor  in  this  quotation; 
for  firft,  I  find  not  the  words  as  cited ;  and  next,  the 
word  ONLY  is  by  himfelf  omitted,  which  alone  ren- 
ders the   paffage   heterodox.      Suppofe  then  that  J. 

'  I  John  V, 


I 
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Naylof  writ,  *  That  Chrift  was  in  his  fufTcring  a  liv* 
'  ing  example  to  all  generations ;'  is  there  no  differ- 
ence between  Chrift's  being  in  his  death  and  paffion 
only  our  example,  which  he  charges  upon  Socinus,  and 
Chrift*s  being  our  living  example  in  Sufferings  which 
he  attributes  to  J.  Nay  lor  ?  How  can  there  be  a  com- 
parifon,  where  there  is  fo  great  a  difparity  ?  The  firft 
is  denied  by  all  that  own  Chrift :  the  laft  is  owned  by 
all  that  do  not  deny  Peter,  who  thus  writ  to  the  Mat- 
tered brethren,  '^  For  even  hereunto  were  ye  called, 
"  becaufe  Chrift  alfo  fuffered  for  us,  leaving  us  an 
**  example  that  ye  lliould  follow  his  fteps."  i  Pet. 
ii.  21. 

His  fifth  comparifon  he  makes  between  the  Valenti- 
nians  and  the  Quakers.  *  The  former,'  he  fays,  ^  ar- 
'  rogated  to  themfelves   a  knowledge  beyond  Chrift 

*  and  his  apoftlesj  the  latter  impudently  throw  away 
'  the  vrritten  word  of  God,  and  delude  the  credulous 

*  vulgar,  with  new-fangled  revelations j'  which  he 
thinks  he  has  proved  by  two  inftances:  i.  That 
Tho.  Holbrow,  a  Quaker,  to  one  that  urged  Icrip- 
ture,   anfwered,   *  What  doft   thou  tell  me  of  fcrip- 

*  ture,  which  is  no  more  to  me  than  an   old  alma- 

*  nack  ?'  1.  That  Fox  and  Hubberthorn,  in  a  book 
called  Truth's  Defence,  fay,  '  The  fcriptures  are  no 

*  ftanding  rule,  and  it  is  dangerous  for  ignorant  peo- 

*  pie  to  read  them.^  * 

Anf.  To  the  firft  I  fay,  there  is  great  difference  be- 
tween one  that  was  no  Quaker,  and  one  that  was  or 
if  a  Quaker:  we  have  examined  the  matter,  and  by  all 
we  can  find,  both  that  faying  is  not  true  as  charged, 
and  it  is  of  an  ancienter  date  than  the  coming  of  any 
of  our  friends  into  thofe  parts ;  therefore  not  the  fay-t 
ing  of  a  true  Quaker.  To  the  fecond  I  return  thus 
much.  It  is  true  there  is  fuch  a  book,  and  it  was  writ- 
ten by  G.  Fox  and  R.  Hubberthorn ;  but  he  has  not 
given  us  fo  much  as  one  page  to  direft  us  to  the  paf- 
fage :  fo  that  either  people  muft  read  till  they  find  it, 

*  P«g«  4»  S»  ^» 

or 
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or  elle  take  his  perverfion  for  our  aflertion,  Unwif^ 
thy  man !  docs  he  think  us  fuch  wretches,  that  we 
deferve  not  common  juftice  ?  Methinks  jufticc  fhould 
not  be  denied  where  fo  little  mercy  is  fhewn. 

But  to  anlwer  the  inftance.  Our  judgment  about 
the  fcriptures  being  the  rule,  we  have  already  deli- 
vered :  and  in  what  fenfe  it  is  dangerous  to  read  them^ 
their  own  book  will  declare* 

*  It  is  dangerous,'  fay  G.  Fox  and  R.  Hubberthorn^ 

*  to  read  the  fcripture  in  order  to  make  war  againft 

*  the  faints,  to  give  carnal  expofitions  upon  them,  and 

*  meanings  contrary  to  them,  and  to  make  a  trade,  of 

*  them;    but  blefTed  is  he  that  doth  read  and  doth 

*  underftand  them*'  If  this  prove  that  flight  to  fcrip- 
ture our  adverfary  would  fuggeft  them  to  be  guilty 
of,  then  let  us  be  condemned :  but  God's  witnels  in 
every  unfeared  confcience  will  acquit  them,  and  judge 
him  for  corrupt  citation,  and  hard  fpeeches,  who 
dares  to  cry  thereupon,  *  Are  not  thefe  as  impudent 

*  hereticks  as  the  Valentinians?'  whom  he  reprcfents 
to  have  arrogated  to  themfclves  a  knowledge  above 
Chrift  and  his  apoftles :  which,  how  true  foever  it 
may  be  of  them,  I  am  fure  is  falfe  enough  of  us  j  for 
thofe  hideous  confequences  he  makes,  are  not  deduci- 
hlc  from  any  unperverted  faying  to  be  cited  out  of 
«  Truth's  Defence/ 

And  left  any  fliould  think  we  deny,  with  the  Pa- 
pifts,  the  perufal  of  the  fcriptures  to  ignorant  people, 
from  what  our  adverfary  fays,  know  that  they  fpoke  of 
fuch  ignorant  and  unlearned  perfons,  as,  in  reading, 
*^  wrefted  them  to  their  own  deftrudtion."  Now  un- 
lefs  it  be  not  dangerous  to  read  to  deftruftion,  they 
ate  not  chargeable  with  blame  in  that  matter. 

But  who  are  the  knowing  and  learned  ?  The  Jewifh 
doftors,  and  Greek  philofophers  ?  No,  but  filhermen^ 
and  poor  mechanicks,  difcipled  in  Chrift's  fchool,  for 
the  excellency  of  whofe  knowledge  Paul  reputed  his 
Gamaliel-acquifitions  but  drpfs  and  dung:  fo  that 
their  knowing  and  learned  are  many  times  the  ignorant 
and  unlearned  we  fpeak  of,  ^^  whofe  wifdom  God  will 

**  confoundj 
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^^  confound,  and  whofe  underftanding  he  will  bring 
"  to  nought/' 

His  laft  comparifon  of  us  in  this  chapter,  is  with 
Marcus,  an  old  heretick.  The  agreement  he  makes 
betwixt  us  *  lies  in  our  mutual  pretences  to  infpiration 

*  and  prophecy.*  For  as  he  reports  him  to  have 
'  abufed  many  filly  women,  under  colour  of  confer-^ 
'  ring  on  them   the  gift  of  prophefying,  and  that  he 

*  had  a  familiar  fpirit,  by  which  he  brought  himfelf 

*  into  credit  with  his  deluded  followers  i'  fo  he  tells 
us  that  *  he  has  had  it  confidently  affirmed,  that  about 

*  the  firft  rife  of  the  Quakers,  in  the  North  of  Eng- 

*  land,  feveral  perfons,  by  gloves,  and  ribbands,  and 

*  divers  charms,  were  really  bewitched  by  them.  And 

*  doubtlefs  many  of  their  quaking  fits  were  real  pof-* 
'  feflions  by  the  devil.*^' 

Anf.  What  Marcus  was,  is  nothing  to  us :  if  he  has 
done  amifs,  he  has  anfwered  for  it  by  this  time.  I 
confefs  1  am  not  over  fond  of  the  charadters  left  us  of 
ancient  hereticks,  knowing  what  kind  of  creatures  the 
beft  Proteftants  are  with  Papifts;  and  what  fearful 
monfters  feveral  fober  feparatifts  are  reputed  among 
feme  Proteftants :  but  this  I  know,  if  what  he  hath 
faid  of  feveral  ancients  be  no  truer  than  what  he  hath 
faid  of  us,  he  has  grofsly  abufed  their  dodrines  and 
their  memories.* 

For  the  witchcraft  of  gloves,  ribbands,  and  charms, 
it  is  fcarce  worthy  my  notice ;  his  folly  in  mentioning 
it  being  a  fufficient  reproof  and  confutation  to  him*- 
felf.  A  ftory  fit  for  none,  at  this  time  of  day,  to  re- 
port or  believe,  but  a  man  of  his  fize.  I  thought 
they  had  been  worn  out  by  this  time. 

But  let  the  fober  reader  judge,  which  favours  moft 
of  Satan's  defign,  this  idle,  yet  fcandalous,  ftory,  or 
Our  *,  fearing  and  trembling  at  the  word  of  the  Lord, 

*  and  thofe  terrors  that  broke  in  upon  our  fouls,  be- 

*  caufe  of  fin  and  iniquity  ?'     It  is  but  the  old  fpirit 
of  mockery,    that  actuated  the  Jews  and  Heathens 

^?ag.6.       «Psg.7. 

againft 
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againft  the  Chriftians,  and  Papifts  againft  Protcftai 
and  too  many  Proteftants  of  feveral  forts,  againft  fo 
more  reformed  feparatifts. 

For  had  the  reverent  fear  of  God  poflefled  our  ; 
vcrfary*s  heart,  in  the  writing  of  this  difcourfe,  th 
had  been  no  room  for  fuch  irreligious  feoffs  aga 
an  inofFenfive  people.  But  the  devil,  becaufe  he  wo 
be  God,  calls  God  the  devil,  and  Chrift  Beelzebi 
light,  darknefs  j  and  the  power  of  God  the  powei 
Satan;  and  the  fear  and  trembling  brought  by 
one,  the  poflelfions  and  witchcrafts  of  the  other.  C 
cainly  fuch  men  live  in  a  dry  land,  they  fee  not  w 
good  Cometh.  But  what  will  not  an  enraged  tyth 
prieft  do  to  deftroy  us,  who,  he  knows,  are  difco^ 
crs  of  fuch  deluders  ? 


CHAP.     III. 

His  pretended  agreement  between  the  authors  of 
milifm  and  the  Quakers  confidered.  His  objefti 
anfwered. 

INow  come  to  confider  the  reafon  of  the  title  of 
book,  and  what  ground  he  had  to  name  us 
revivers  and  propagators  of  familifm,  with  the  r 
weighty  objeftions  he  makes  againft  us  j  if  in  trut 
may  repute  the  ftrongeft  of  them  fuch ;  and  that  ^ 
what  brevity,  truth,  and  faithfulnefs  I  can. 

*  The   great  authors  of  this  doftrine  of  famili 
he  fays,  *  were  David  George  and  Henry  Nicho 

*  but  more  efpecially  the  latter,  as  having  more 

*  proved  and  diffeminated  the  pernicious  errors  in 

*  duced  by  the  former.'  He  beftows  many  fevere 
preffions  upon  them,  more,  I  think,  than  becomi 
man  of  any  charity  to  give.  I  am  not  their  advoc 
but  fo  much  fpleen,  and  fo  little  reafon,  againft  < 
men,  can  be  neither  chriftian,  nor  manly.  Wha 
fays  they  held,  and  how  far  we  are  concerned  in  x 
is  our  bufmefs  to  enquire, 

§1 
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i.  t.  Of  Chrift's  nAiniftration* 

And  firft  he  tells  us,  that  H*  N.  fliould  fay,  ^  That 

*  not  only  the  law  of  Mofes,  but  the  miniftration  of 
'  Chrift  and  his  apoftles,  were  only  temporary  things, 
'  inftituted  to  bring  men  to  the  perfeft  reign  of  the 
'  Spirit;  and  then,  like  horn-books  and  primmers  to 

*  grown  underftandings,  to  be  thrown  away,'  p.  10, 
II.  And  that  this  is  the  full  fenfe  of  the  Quakers/ 
fays  our  adverfary,  p.  10,  ii,  12,  13,  14.  '  hear  John 
^  Crook,  a  Quaker ;  '*  We  believe,  by  the  fame  gift 
"  of  grace,  that  there  are  feveral  miniftrations,  and 
"  feveral  operations,  according  to  i  Cor.  12.  and  all 
^'  by  the  fame  Spirit ;  as  before  and  after  the  law  by 
"  Mofes,  and  after  by  John  the  Baptift,  and  Chrifl: 
*^  and  his  apoftles.  And  by  this  Spirit  were  the  fcrip- 
"  tures  given  forth,  and  the  holy  men  of  God  did 
"  fpeak,  prophefy,  preach,  and  pray,  as  they  were 
"  moved  ;  and  to  anfwer  the  fervice  God  had  for 
"  them  to  do,  they  were  to  wait,  as  Chrift  com- 
"  manded  his  difciples,  to  receive  the  promife  of  the 

"  Father. And  therefore  as  it  was  the  pradtice  of 

"  the  people  of  God,  in  old  time,  to  wait  for  the 
"  moving  of  this  Spirit,  that  they  might  fpeak  as  it 
"  gave  them  utterance  in  the  evidence  and  demon- 
"  ftration  thereof;  fo  do  this  people,  called  Quakers, 
"  now."     Upon  which  our  adverfary  dares  to  obferve, 

*  That  we,  with  the  Familifts,  deny  the  miniftration 
'  of  Chrift  to  be  the  miniftration  of  the  Spirit  ;*  and 
confequently  charges  us  with  a  blafphemous  deroga- 
tion from  the  honour  of  our  bleffed  Saviour,  who  faid 
to  his  apoftles,  John  xvi.  14.  "He  fhall  receive  of 
"  mine,  and  ftiew  it  unto  you.** 

Aof.  If  our  adverlary's  weakncfs  has  run  him  into 
this  flxange  parallel,  he  is  to  be  pitied;  but  if  his 
^nvy,  he  is  leverely  to  be  rebuked.  Will  any  man 
that  has  ienfe  or  honefty  fay,  it  is  all  one  to  affirm 
that  Chrift's  miniftration  is  *  an  horn-book  that  time 

*  c^s  off  with  infancy ;'  and.  that  it  is  ^  a  waiting  to 
FoL.  IIL  1  t  receive 
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*  receive  the  fame  fpirit  Chrift  commanded  his  apoftles 

*  to  wait  for,  as  the  promife  of  the  Father,  and  the 

*  peculiar  gift  of  his  own  miniftration  ?'  Does  not 
J.  Crook  exprefsly .  draw  a  parallel  between  the  holy 
men  of  God  of  old,  and  the  Quakers  of  our  time ; 
that  as  they  then,  fo  the  Quakers  now,  wait  to  be 
taught,  moved,  and  ordered  by  the  fame  eternal  Spi- 
rit, through  which  all  come  to  be  baptized  into  one 
body?  How  was  that  then  no  fpiritual  miniftration, 
when  we  defire  to  be  conformed  unto  the  Ipirit  and 
holy  example  thereof;  not  making  this  a  new,  but 
reviving  that  old  and  durable  miniftration  of  the 
fpirit  ?  Therefore  "  blafphemous  derogations'*  will 
return  to  our  adverfary,  as  unduly  charged  upon  us, 
with  a  charge  upon  him  of  bafe  derogation  from  the 
truth  of  our  belief. 

But  he  thinks  that  Humph.  Smith  has  made  much 
for  him  in  thus  querying;  p.  15.  '  Whether  fhould 
people  be  led  in  theie  days  by  Mofes,  according  to 
his  outward  miniftration,  or  the  pcrfon  of  Chrift, 
(limiting  him  to  his  vifible  appearance)  or  the  fpirit 
of  truth,  which  he  promifed  to  pour  out  after  his 
afcenfion  ?'  which  contains  the  fubftance  of  what  he 
quotes  out  of  Humph.  Smith,  and  to  whieh  he  thus 
anfwers :  ^  There  is  no  fober  Chriftian  can  read  this 

*  paffage  without  anger  and  difdain,  to  fee  fuch  wicked 

*  wretches  fcofF,  and  fleeringly  infult  upon  the  facred 
^  perfon    of  our  Lord  Jefus :    the   whole  hiftory   of 

*  whofe  life  and  death,  in  the  letter  of  it,  they  efteem 
^  no  better  than  one  of  ^fop's  fables.* 

Anf.  But  our  adverfary  will  not  fo  eafily  efcape  the 
hands  of  the  juft  God,  "  whofe  is  vengeance,'*  for 
thefe  ungodly  defamations,  as  he  well  knows  he  may 
do  ours:  anger,  difdain,  and  lies,  become  him,  and  it 

•  is  little  to  be  wondered  that  he  fhould  be  guilty  of 
them  all  againft  a  Quaker.     If  H.  Smith  had  afferted 

•*  that  Mofes  could  not  be  our  leader,  neither  the  vi- 

•  *  fible  perfon  of  Chrift,  but  the  fpirit  of  truth,**  he 
•had  not  exceeded  the  warrant  of  fcripture,  nor  the 
'  very  judgment  of  this  revilcr.    It  is  not  two  pages  off 

that 
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tfiat  he  quoted  John  xvi.  14.  "  He  fhall  receive  of 
"  mine,  and  Ihall  fliew  it  unto  you  */'  which,  if  I 
underftand  any  thing,  imports  thus  much;  *  That 
'  thofe  things  which  they  knew  not  whilft  Chrift  was 
*  with  them,  after  his  afcenfion  the  Holy  Ghoft  fhould 
^  reveal  unto  them,'  as  thefe  two  preceding  verfes 
fully  prove.  "  I  have  yet  many  things  to  fay  unto 
'^  you,  but  ye  cannot  bear  them  now;  howbeit,  when 
'^  the  S|9irit  of  Truth  is  come,  he  will  guide  you  into 
"  all  truth,  and  he  will  fhew  you  things  to  come." 
Nay>  Chrift  himfelf  fays  in  the  7th  verfe,  "  Never- 
*^  thelefs  I  tell  you  the  truth ;  it  is  expedient  for  you 
"  that  I  go  away :  for  if  I  go  not  away,  the  Com-* 
/^  forter  will  not  come  unto  you."  And  in  the  xivth 
chap. 'verfe  16,  17,  18,  19,  20,  he  fpeaks  thus,  "I 
'^  will  pray  the  Father,  and  he  will  give  you  another 
"  Comforter,  and  he  will  abide  with  you  for  ever, 
*^  even  the  Spirit  of  Truth :"  fo  that  the  perfonal  mi-  , 
niftration  was  manifeftly  tranfient  and  temporary; 
but  that  of  the  Spirit  was  to  abide  for  ever*  But 
I  would  not  any  fkould  think  it  to  be  lefs  Chrift*s  mi- 
niftration,  becaufe  the  miniftration  of  the  Spirit;  for 
the  Lord  is  that  Spirit,  as  his  own  words  manifeft: 
again,  "  I  will  not  leave  you  comfortlefs,  I  will  come 
"  to  you.  Yet  a  little  while,  and  the  world  feeth  me 
"  no  more,  but  ye  fee  me:  becaufe  I  live,  ye  fhall 
"  live  alfo;  for  he  that  dwelleth  with  you,  fhall  be 
"  in  you.  At  that  day  you  fhall  know  that  I  am  in 
"  my  Father,  and  you  in  me,  and  I  in  you^*'  And 
that  this  Comforter  is  Chrift,  in  his  fpiritual  coming 
and  appearance,  let  it  be  farther  obferved,  that  the 
fame  word  for  Comforter  (ncefAxAMr©-)  in  John  xvi.  7, 
is  the  word  ufed  by  the  fame  apottle  in  the  firft  verle 
of  the  2d  chapter  of  his  firft  epiftle,  for  advocate^  when 
he  fays,  "We  have  an  advocate  with  the  Father,  Jefus 
"  Chrift  the  righteous." 

In  fhort,  the  difpenfation  of  his  vifiblc  appearance 
was  but  temporary :  "  It  is  expedient  for  you  that  I 
^'  go  away."  But  his  miniftration,  who  »fo  appeared, 
then '  difappeared,  and  after  re-appeared,  is  a  fpiritual 

I  2  and 


»34      WISDOM   JUSTIFIED   op 

and  unalterable  miniftration,  **  Lo,  I  am  with  you  to 
*^  the  end  of  the  world.  Mat.  xxviii,  20.  And  truly 
thus  much  our  adverfary  (p.  13.)  in  cofttradiftion  to 
himfelf,  grants  us,  that  *  the  miniftration  of  Chrift 
*  was  indeed  the  miniftration  of  the  Spirit/  Now 
what  feoffs,  fleerings,  or  infults  againft  the  facred  per- 
fon  of  our  Lord  Jefus  any  can  fee  in  this  doftrine, 
to  incite  a  fober  Chriftian  to  anger  and  difdain,  I 
"leave  to  any  but  fuch  an  angry  difdainful  enemy  to 
judge.  ^  . 

1  cannot  forget  this  horrible  lie  of  us,  concerning 
the  fcripture,  ftolen  probably  out  of  an  Anabaptift's 
lying  dialogue  lately  printed  againft  us.  Prelaticks 
and  feftaries  can  fometimes  agree  againft  Quakers, 
iEfop's  fables  have  more  worth  in  them  than  all  thfe 
books  that  ever  were  written  againft  the  Queers: 
1  do  not  all  doubt  but  there  are  twenty  fables  in 
JEfop,  that,  well  confidered,  would  have  taught  them 
more  difcretion,  and  (it  fhould  have  been  their  own 
fault  if  not)  more  honefty  too,  than  any  or  all  of 
them  have  fhewn  in  their  utmoft  endeavours  againft 
us.  But  that  we  have  *  no  more  regard  to,  nor  belief 
in,  the  holy  fcriptures  of  truth,  than  in  iEfop's  fables,* 
is  a  ftory  more  profane  and  fabulous  than  any  fable 
in  ^fop ;  and  God  will  recompence  with  a  vengeance 
this  defamer  of  an  innocent  people,  unlefs  diverted  by 
hh  -unfeigned  repentance. 

§.  2.    Of  Revelation. 

He  tells  us,  *  The  fecond  thing  wherein  the  Fami- 
lifts  and  Quakers  are  all  one,  is  the  pretcnee  of 
immediate  revelation.  Dav.  Geo.  and  H.  N.  both 
pretended  to  receive  their  doftririe  {torn  the  angefl 
Gabriel,  And  W.  Gibfon,  the  Quaker,  fays^  p.  16. 
that  the  gofpel  which  they  preach  they  have  not  re- 
ceived it  from  men,  nor  from  books,  nor  from  wri- 
tmgs,  but  by  the  revelation  of  Jefus  Chrift  in  them; 
and  then  denies  the  fcriptures  of  the  Old  and  New 

Teftament  to  be  the  revealed  will  of  God.' 

Anfi 
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Anf.  After  what  manner  D.  G.  and  H.  N.  received 
their  commiffion  I  know  not ;  but  fure  I  am  that  W. 
Gibfon's  affertion  is  found.  Take  away  revelation, 
and  the  gofpel  ceafes  of  courfe ;  Chrift  is  put  befide 
the  dignity  of  his  prophetical  and  prieftly  office ;  the 
promifes  of  God  will  be  broken  -,  and  the  moft  ex- 
cellent part  of  the  fcriptures,  God's  traditions,  made 
void.  Who  was  it  faid,  "  A  Prophet  (hall  the  Lord 
"  your  God  raife  up  like  unto  me,  Deut.  xviii.  i8, 
**  HIM  fhall  ye  hear  in  all  things.  There  is  a  fpirit  in 
*^  man;  and  the  infpiration  of  the  Almighty  giveth 
^  underftanding,  Job  xxxii.  8.  As  for  me,  this  is 
**  my  covenant  with  him,  faith  the  Lord,  My  Spirit 
**  that  is  upon  thee,  and  my  words  which  I  have  put 
«*  in  thy  mouth,  fliall  not  depart  out  of  thy  mouthj 
f^  nor  out  of  the  mouth  of  thy  feed,  nor  out  of  the 
**  mouth  of  thy  feed's  feed,  faith  the  Lord,  froni 
**  henceforth  and  for  ever,"  Ifa.  lix.  21.  "I  will  r^* 
*^  veal  unto  them  the  abundance  of  peace  and  truth,'* 
Jer.  xxxiii.  6.  "  I  thank  thee,  O  Father,  Lord  of 
**  heaven  and  earth,  becaufe  thou  haft  hid  thefe  things 
«*  from  the  wife  and  prudent,  and  haft  revealed  them 
"  unto  babes." — And  no  man  knoweth  the  Father  but 
*'  the  Son,  and  he  to  whom  the  Son  will  reveal'  him.** 
Matt.  xi.  25,  27.  ^*  No  man  can  come  unto  me, 
"  except  the  Father,  which  hath  fent  me,  draw  him.*' 
John  vi.  44.  "  But  God  hath  revealed  them  unto  us 
*^  by  his  Spirit.  For  the  Spirit  fearcheth  all  things, 
•^  yea,  the  deep  things  of  God.  For  the  things  of 
^*  God  knoweth  no  man,  but  the  Spirit  of  God.** 
I  Cor.  ii.  10,  II.  chap.  xiv.  30.  *^  If  any  thing 
^'  fhould  be  revealed  to  another  that  (itteth  by,  let  the 
*^  firft  hold  his  peace.     For  when  it  pleafed  God  to 

^^  reveal  his  Son  in  me. For  I  neither  received  the 

*^  gofpel  of  man,  neither  was  I  taught  it,  but  by  the 
^<  revelation  of  Jefus  Chrift."  Gal.  1.  12.  16.  '*  If 
*^  any  be  othcrwife  minded,  God  will  reveal  it  to 
**  him/^  Phil,  iii.  15,  As  I  faid  before,  fo  again, 
wbo^  uttered  thefe  excellent  fayings,  and  for  what  end  ? 
|f  no  ht/firatian,  no  underftandmg^ :  if  nQ  rfwlatim^  no 

\  3  know* 
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knowledge:  and  if  the  Spirit  ceafe  to  teach,  (as  it  can 
never  teach,  but  by  infpiration  or  revelation)  then  the 
adminiftration  of  Chrift  and  his  apoftles  is  ceafed  in- 
deed :   and  fo  not  the  Quakers,   but  their  adverfary 
overturns    the    gofpel    miniftration,     as    begun    and 
preached  by  Chrift  and  his  apoftles.     And  be  it  known 
to  all  the  world,  we  think  revelation  no  difgrace  to 
our  caufe.     Parrots  may  learn  fcripture,  but  can  never 
experience  it.     And  thofe  know  little  better,  who  know 
not  by  experience:  they  are  unprofitable  canters  in- 
deed, who  confidently  talk  of  what  they  never  felt  j 
and  idle  boafters,  who  buoy  up  thennfelves  unto  the 
reputation  of  minifters  and  Chriftians,    with  a  loud 
talk  of  their  travels,  trials,  infpirations,  and  experi- 
ences, whom  they  plainly  mock   in  their  pofterity; 
concluding  all  blind,  becaufe  themfelves  cannot  fee. 
In  Ihbrt,  let  it  be  the  charafter  of  the  defpifed  Qua- 
kers, (and  we  glory  in  it)  that  all  the  councils,  fy- 
nods,    univerfitics,    doftors,    fcholars,    and  the  moft 
unanimou$  decrees,  learned  books,  and  whatever  the 
power  and  art  of  the  fpirit  of  man  can  produce,  will 
never  be  able  to  give,  or  rule,  that  true  faith  which 
overcomes  the  world :  for  "  that  which  may  be  known 
''  of  God  is  manifeft  within  man :"  and  though  out- 
ward records  may  teftify  of  and  direft  to  that  unerring 
light  and  fpirit,  by  which  man  comes  both  to  know 
God,  and  to  be  made  conformable  to  his  heavenly 
image;  yet  nothing  below  the  difcoveries,  convidtions, 
and  etFeftual  operations  of  the  Eternal  Spirit,  can  give 
man  the  certain  knowledge  of  God,    nor  that  daily 
ability  by  which  alone  he  may  be  enabled  to  obey 
him. 

Pag.  16,  17,  18.  But  he  oppofeth  to  us  ^  Miracles 
*  and  reafon  $  infinuating  that  we  have  no  more  of  the 
^.  laft  than  the  firft,  and  therefore  not  to  be  believed.* 
To  the  firft,  I  fay,  we  pretend  to  no  other  religion, 
than  ^hat  was  profeffed  and  pradtifed  by  the  apoftles, 
and  therefore  need  no  new  miracles  after  that  manner 
tp  confirm  that  which  has  been  confirmed  by  miracles 
already  i  cfpccially  to  thofe  who  believe  thofe  mira^ 
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cles:  and  to  deny  revelation  where  there  are  no  mira-- 
cles,  is  to  difcard  many  of  the  prophets,  and  to  deny 
the  pouring  forth  of  the  fpirit  upon  the  primitive 
Chriftians.  But,  above  all,  hear  the  man's  interpre- 
tation of  Deut.  ;cviii.  22.  •^  When  a  prophet  fpeaks  in 
^^  the  name  of  the  Lord,  if  the  thing  follow  not,  nor 
^^  come  to  pafsj"  that  is,  faith  this  horrible  perverter 
of  holy  fcripture,  *  if  he  do  no  miracle  5'  whereas  the 
verfe  intends  no  fuch  thinor.  Is  this  to  rant  over  the 
Quakers  for  ideocs,  as  if  he  were  fome  doAor  of  the 
chair,  that  where  the  fcripture  fpeaks  of  frophecy^  he 
Ihould  render  it  miracle -^  as  if  he  that  is  a  prophet,  is 
a  worker  of  miracles,  and  that  miracles  and  prophecy 
are  equivalent  ?  But  (argumentum  ad  hominetp)  let  u$ 
fee  how  it  will  hold.     ^  He  that  is  a  true  prophet 

*  muft  neceffarily  work  miracles :  but  the  priefts  of 
'  England  cannot  work  miracles;  therefore,. the  priefts. 
'  of  England  are  all  falfe  prophets.'  A  true  conclu- 
fion,  yet  falfe  premifes :  a  paradox.  Now  for  the  rea- 
fonablenefs  of  our  docbrine :  *  he  thinks  a  very  mean: 

*  capacity  can  find  none  in  it;  for  how  fhould  there 

*  be  any  reafon  in  what  they  teach,  when  they  them- 
^  felves,'  fays  he,  *  deny  the  ufe  of  reafon.  (pag.  i8.) 
But  none  have  lefs  than  they  which  pretend  to  fo 
much.  This  man  dares  fwagger  for  reafon^  and  yet 
cries  out,  herefy^  as  foon  as  he  fees  it.  His  reafon  is, 
the  authority  of  his  church ;  the  fay-fo  of  fome  univerjity 
doifor ;  finally,  the  works  of  Jome  learned  men:  and  offer 
never  fo  much  reafon  and  confcience  againft  them, 
and  your  reafon  isfophiftryj  and  confcience,  enthufiafm. 
The  jufteft  feparation  in  the  world  is  with  fuch  but 
fchifm ;  and,  which  is  the  laft  ftratagem,  fuch  perfons 
muft*  be  enemies  to  Cafar.  But  I  may  fay  of  thofe 
men,  as  Heraclitus  faid  of  their  forefathers,  ^  If  blind 

*  men  were  to  judge  of  fight,  they  would  fay  blindnefs 
'  were  fight/  God  is  the  fountain  as  well  of  reafon 
a^  light:  and  we  aflert  our  principle  not  to  be  without 
reafon,  but  moft  reafonabl'e;  whence  it  is  frequent 
^ith  us,  in  our  reproof  of  cruel  men,  to  fay  '  they 
^  are  unreafonable,'  whether  it  be  ta  gian  or  beaft, 

1 4 
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making  good  what  the  prophet  faith,  "  Fbr  his  God 
**  doth  inftruft  him  to  difcrction,  and  doth  tc^eh 
**  them/-  Again,  "  Come  and  let  us  reafon  together/* 
And  TertuUian  will  have  *  the  firft  verfe  of  John  thus 
rendered  j  **  In  the  beginning  was  reafon,  and*  that 
•*  reafon  was  with  God,  and  that  reafon  was  God 5  by 
«5  that  were  all  things  made,"  &c.  And  this  feems 
no  foreign  interpretation;  for  in  the  loth  verfe  of 
Jude  we  have  "  fenfual  men  not  having  the  Spirit,'* 
called  et\oyet  {«Ai  unreajofiabk  creatures  \  according  to 
which  the  apoftle  fpeaks,  tTo//Ao#  -rfS^  i-jruKiyyiAv  itlvvli 
jiiy^py  «  to  him  that  aflcs  reafon,  be  ready  to  give  it." 
Thus  much  (to  overlook  our  own  tranflation  in 
Paul's  fecond  epiftle  to  the  Theflalonians,  where  he 
calls  fuch  "  Unreafonable  men  that  have  not  faith,)'* 
concerning  reafon :  fo  that  it  is  very  evident  by  our 
luiverfary's  denying,  and  the  Quakers  afferting  an  un- 
errable  principle  to  be  in  man,  and  the  refufal  of  the 
one,  and  the  readinefs  of  the  other,  to  be  governed 
thereby,  that  not  the  Quakers,  but  their  enemies,  are 
unreafonable,  both  in  their  faith  and  pradtice. 

§.  3,    Of  forms  of  prayen 

Our  advcrlary  fpends  two  or  three  pages  in  proving 
tht  neceffity  of  *  bodily  worfhip  /  and  he  doth  it  fo 
lamely,  that  if  it  were  fo  much  my  judgment  to  deny 
it,  as  it  is  to  praftife  it,  I  know  nothing  he  has  faid 
to  incline  me  to  it.  This  he  makes  an  introduftion 
tp  that  agreement,  he  fays,  there  is  between  D,  G, 
H,  N,  and  the  Quakers,  in  their  mutual  renouncing 
both  bodily  worfhip  and  vifible  ordinances.'  For  bo- 
dily worfliip,  I  need  fay  no  more,  than  that  our  pub- 
lick  meetings  judge  him  guilty  of  great  difhonefty. 
For  his  vifible  ordinances,  we  fhall  proceed  to  confide^ 
them,  The  ftrft  15  concernir^g  a  form  of  prayer :  hear 
Wm.  ' 

<  With  the  like  filly  and  weak  confidence  they  ex- 
^  claim  againft  forms  of  prayer,  when  as  our  biefie<} 

*  Savipur  taught  his  difciples  a  form/    Mat.  vi.  9, 

^^  After 
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^  After  this  manner  therefore  pray  ye/*  &c.   ♦  And 

*  left/  fays  he,  *  wc  fhauld  think  that  this  was  only 

*  a  pattern.  Saint  Luke,  chap.  xi.  exprcffes  it, 
'^  When  ye  pray,  fay.  Our  Father,"  &c.  '  that  is,  do 
'  it  in  thefe  words.     Moreover,  John  taught  his  dif- 

*  ciples ;  and  one  of  Chrift*s  difciples  defired  that  he 
'  would  teach  them :  where  we  are  told  firft,  that 
^  John  delivered  a  form  of  prayer  to  his  difciples. 
^  2.  That   Chrift's   difciples    befought   him    that  he 

*  would  alfo  give  them  fome  form  of  his  making/ 
Anf,  But  can  this  man  have  the  vanity  to  plead  the 

neceflity  of  theufe  of  this  form,  much  lefs  of  thofe 
that  are  of  mens  invention  and  appointment,  from 
thofe  quotations?  Has  his  religion  brought  him  no 
farther?  Can  he  believe  that  Matthew  writ  by  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  and  yet  imply  an  abfolute  reproof  in  his 
fo  much  more  commending  Luke*s  account,  which, 
he  thinks,  requires  the  exprefs  words,  and  not  others 
like  them  ?  But  let  it  be  confidered,  that  this  was  a 
time  of  infancy  j  and  that  it  was  before  the  more  full 
pouring  out  of  the  Spirit  is  certain  j  and  that  they 
kne^  not  gofpel  -  prayer,  as  afterwards,  is  undeni- 
able. Bcfides,  it  is  either  fufficient,  or  it  is  not: 
if  infufficient,  it  reflefts  on  Chrift.  Befides,  who 
can  fupply  its  defeft?  If  fufficient,  why  do  you  ufe 
any  other  ?  Whatever  it  is  upon  our  principles,  you 
muft  confefs  it  to  be  "  a  fetting  of  your  polls  by 
^*  God's  pofts ;"  your  invention  by  his  inftitutioiu 
It  is  mere  deceit  to  attempt  the  defence  of  the  Popifli 
Englifh  mafs  book  from  thrift's  prayer.  Prove  your 
forms  to  be  of  divine  inftitution,  and  that  God  by  his 
Spirit  now  requires  them,  and  the  debate  will  cndj 
otherwife,  we  rejeft  the  allufion,  as  improper  and  in- 
coherent. The  Spirit  is  not  confinable  to  fet  formsi 
though  in  times  of  ignorance  he  hath  adminiftcred 
icomfort  in  them  to  thofe  who  were  fincere,  and  knew 
no  better :  but  forms  are  not  therefore  to  be  perpetu- 
ated i  for  that  were  to  obftruft  the  more  free  opera- 
(ion  of  the  Spirit,  and  our  expreflion  by  it :  it  is  at 
be  ft  but  a  ft^  of  we^^knefs  to  be  condefcended  to, 

bvt 
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but 'never  to  be  pleaded  for:  God's  Spirit  will  beun- 
limited ;  as  well  as  the  words,  he  prompts  us  to,  myft 
never  by  another  be  confined. 

§•  4.     Of  baptifm. 

He  fays,  we  *  both  deny  baptifm  (by  which  I  un- 
"*  derftand  water);    bccaufe  Chrift,  finding  it  among 

*  the  Jews,  adopted  it  into  his  religion ;  a  ceremony 

*  neither  burthenfome  nor  offenfive,  and  the  only  door 
^  fet  open  under  the  gofpel  for  falvation/  For  which 
he  brings  three  fcriptures,  Mat.  xxviii.  19.  "  Go, 
"  and  teach  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name 
"  of  the  Father,"  &c.  To  the  fame  purpofe  by 
Mark,  chap.  xvi.  ver.  15,  16.  And  Chrift's  faying, 
John  iii.  5.  •*  Except  a  man  be  born  of  water  and 
"  of  the  Spirit,  he  cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom 
*•  of  God." 

Anf.  If  baptifm  was  ever  Jewifli,  as  our  adverfary 
grants,  then  becaufe  Cl^rifl;  came  to  end  all  Jewilh  ce- 
remonies, water-baptifm  can  bear  no  evangelical  per- 
petuity. And  if  it  (hould  be  objefted,  that  it  was 
ufed  after  the  pouring  forth  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  I  an- 
fwer,  fo  were  circumcifion,  vows,  purification,  for- 
bearing to  eat  things  ftrangled,  and  blood :  and  the 
common  praftice  of  Chriftendom,  fo  called,  fuffi- 
ciently  tells  us  what  is  become  of  thofe  obferv^tions. 
Ufing"^  and  inftituting  are  two  things.  The  apoftles 
condefcended,  where  they  never  commanded. 

In  the  two  firft  fcriptures,  which  contain  a  com- 
miffion,  there  is  no  water  mentioned  :  that  there  is  *  a 

*  baptifm  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,'  I  hope,  all  will  grant ; 
that  fuch   a  baptifm  admits  of  no  outward  water,  is 

Elainly  implied :  and  that  it  was  the  baptifm  of  the 
Iply  Ghoft  (and  therefore  not  of  water)  which  Chrift 
intended,  I  will  briefly  prove.    , 

Firft,  Thi^  commiflipn  was  fome  of  the  laft  words 
Chrift  fpoke :  that  it  is  to  be  fulfiUedj^  is  certain :  that 
they  could  not  do  it  without  power,  is  clear:  that 
neither  of  thofe  chapter?  mentions  any  fuch  endow* 

mcnt^ 
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mcntj  muft  be  granted,  Whither  then  muft  we  go 
to  fetch  that  account  here  omitted  ?  I  would  defire  my 
reader  to  turn  to  the  firft  chapter  of  Luke's  A6U  of 
the  apoftles,  where  we  (hall  find  Chrift^s  laft  words  to 
his  conftant  followers  thus  left  upon  record :  "  And 
"  being  aflemblcd  together  with  them,  he  commanded 
**  them  that  they  fhould  not  depart  from  Jerufalem, 
"  but  wait  for  the  promife  of  the  Father,  which,  faith 
he,  ye  have  heard  of  me.  For  John  truly  baptized 
with  water,  but  ye  (hall  be  baptized  with  the  Holy 
"  Ghoft  not  many  days  hence.  When  they  therefore 
were  come  together,  they  a(ked  of  him,  faying. 
Lord,  wilt  thou  at  this  time  reftore  again  the  king- 
"  dom  to  Ifrael  ?  And  he  faid  unto  theni,  it  is  not  for 
you  to  know  the  times  or  feafons,  which  the  Father 
has  put  into  his  own  power:  but  ye  (hall  receive 
power,  after  that  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  come  upon  you, 
and  ye  (hall  be  witne(res  unto  me,  both  in  Jerufa- 
**  lem,  and  in  all  Judea,  and  in  Samaria,  and  unto 
the  uttermoft  part  of  the  earth.  And  when  he  had 
fpoken  thefe  things,  while  they  beheld  he  was  taken 
up,  and  a  cloud  received  him  out  of  their  fight."* 
Now  if  the  promife  of  the  Father  was  the  pouring 
out  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  if  the  pouring  out  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft  be  the  baptifm  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and 
that  the  baptifm  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  was  that  which- 
qualified  them  to  be  his  witnefTes,  as  the  whole  place 
niUy  proves;  then,  "  Go,  and  teach  all  nations,"  &c. 
in  Matthew,  and,  "  Go  ye  into  all  the  world,"  in 
Mark,  muft  not  have  been  fpoken  before  thefe  words 
in  the  A6ts,  at  leaft  not  to  take  place  till  they  them- 
felves  had  been  baptized  with  the  Holy  Ghoft;  and 
confequently  the  baptifm  mentioned  in  that  commif- 
fion,  muft  not  have  been  a  water-baptifm,  as  John's 
was,  but  that  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  which  they  were  to 
be  baptized  with :  fo  that  the  order  of  the  words^  at 
leaft  in  execution,  if  not  in  exprefTion,  nrluft  have  been 
this,  /'  John  indeed  baptized  with  water,  but  ye  (hall 

»  A&i  i.  4,  s,  6,  7,  8,  9. 
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"  be  baptized  with  the  Holy  Ghoft  not  many  dayi 
<<  hence :  then  go  ye  and  teach  all  natio2is>  baptizing 
•*  them  in  (or  rather  into)  the  name  of  the  Father,  Son, 
**  and  Holy  Ghoft:  and  lo,  I  am  with  you  always^ 
**  unto  the  end  of  the  world/*  Nor  is  this  incredi-> 
ble,  when  we  confider,  that  without  their  fo  baptizing, 
it  had  been  utterly  impoflSble  for  them  rxy  have 
^'  turned  them  from  darknefs  to  light,  and  from  the 
^<  power  of  Satan  unto  God."  And  doubtlefs  they 
might  as  well  baptize  with  the  Holy  Ghoft,  as  *^  re- 
«*  concile  by  the  Word :  for  where  the  one  was,  the 
**  power  of  the  other  could  not  be  wanting. 

For  the  third  fcripture,  though  water  be  mentioned, 
yet  what  water  ?  will  be  the  queftiom  That  it  is  not 
meant  of  outward  water,  I  offer  fcveral  reafons.  i.  To 
be  born  of  water  and  of  the  Spirit,  is  no  more  than 
to  be  born  of  water,  or  of  the  Spirit,  mX  being  here 
explicative :  for  were  it  otherwife,  and  that  by  water 
were  underftood  external  water,  this  abfurdity  would 
inevitably  follow,  that  the  foul  of  man,  which  \%  Jjpi^ 
ritual  and  internal,  could  in  part  be  regenerated  by  wa- 
ter external  and  elementary:  but  this  place  is  excellently 
unfolded,  by  that  notable  paflage  of  the  apoftle  Paul 
in  his  epiftle  to  Titus,  chap.  iii.  5.  "  Not  by  works 
*^  of  righteoufnefs  which  we  have  done,  but  accqrd- 
5'  ing  to  his  mercy  he  favcd  us,  by  the  wafhing  of 
*•  regeneration,  and  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  i" 
where  wc  not  only  have  "  the  waftiing  of  regeneration^*^ 
to  parallel  "  being  born  again  of  water,''  (which,  fay 
we,  muft  be  as  fpiritual  as  the  new  birth  it  pro- 
duceth)  but  alfo  •*  the  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghoft^'* 
to  anfwer  "  being  born  again  of  the  Spirit  :'^  that  a$ 
the  waihing  of  regeneration,  or  renewing  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  are  fynonymous,  or  expreflions  to  the  fame 
purpofe ;  fo  being  born  agairi  of  water^  or  being  bora 
again  of  the  Spirit^  are  equivalent. 

But  if  our  adverfary  will  have  this  water  to  be  ma^ 
ierialy  in  honour  of  hi^  bapt^fm,  let  him  never  refufo 
the  like  liberty  to  us  in  conftruftion  of  that  great 
Water-baptift's  own  wof d? ;   "  But  he  fl^aU  baptize 

^^  yqiA 
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**  you  with  the  Holy  Ghoft  and  with  fire,"  that  is, 
material  fire«  Mat.  iii.  ii.  My  judgment  is^  if  that 
were  the  church  of  England's  baptifm,  he  had  never 
been  her  fon ;  though  fuch  fons  are  ready  to  chriften 
many  with  t\i2X  fiery  baptifm.  But  if  fuch  an  interpre- 
tation be  abfurd^  let  him  not  efteem  his  own  rational : 
and  if  it  muft  be  the  Holy  Ghoft  or  fire^  then  let  it  be 
v?ater^  or  Spirit',  for  indeed  they  are  but  fo  many 
words  intimating  the  various  operations  of  one  Divine 
Power. 

In  fhort,  John  was  but  a  forerunner,  therefore  not 
to  be  perpetuated :  he  was  the  water ^  but  Chrift  the 
great  j2>/W/«/?/Baptift:  the  former  to  decreafe,  the  lat- 
ter to  increafe:  and  the  Icaft  in  Chrift's  kingdom, 
which  is  not  of  this  world,  is  greater  than  John  /  not 
than  his  private  (tare,  but  outward  adminiftration. 

Paul,  whole  commiffion  was  larger  than  any  prieft's 
in  England,  tells  us,  "  He  was  not  fent  to  baptize 
(with  water)  but  to  preach :"  and  inftead  of  enjoining 
the  pradtice  of  it  upon  others,  '*  he  thanks  God  that  he 
"  baptized  but  very  few  himfelf :"  which  fiirely  he 
had  rtever  done,  if  it  had  been  part  of  his  commit- 
fion,  or  the  durable  baptifm  of  the  gofpel :  for  he  hsUl 
juft  reafon  to  fufpeft  fome  difaffefted  would  make  that 
ill  ufe  of  his  liberty,  *  that  it  was  to  ingratiate  and 

*  fet  up  himfelf,  being  confcious  that  he  had  no  ail- 

•  diority  for  what  he  did.'  This  he  farther  gives  us  to 
believe  in  that  pertinent  paflage  to  our  purpofej 
'*  There  is  one  body,  one  Spirit,  one  Lord,  one  faith, 
**  one  baptifm,  one  God  and  Father  of  all."  If  mote 
baptifins  than  one,  then  more  bodies,  Ipirits,  lords, 
faiths,  gods,  and  fathers  of  all,  '*  who  were  above 
**  all,  and  through  all,  and  in  them  all,"*'  unto  whom 
Paul  wrote.  If  this  be  abfurd,  and  that  there  is  biit 
one  baptifm,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  denied  to  be  that 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft;  which  is  both  nioft  fuitable  to 
the  evangelical  miniftration,  and  the  peculiar  baptifm 

f  iCor,  !•  15,  \6f  17.    Ejdnf.iv*  5,  6.   P^«  aSt  ^/ 
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of  Chrift  Jefus  our  Lord.    I  fhall  touch  upon  one 
paflage  more* 

"  The  like  figure  whereunto,  even  baptifm,  alfo 
"  doth  now  fave  us ;"  as  our  modern  tranflation  has 
It.  From  which,  though  our  adverfary  would  infer, 
that  '  Water-baptifm  is  to  be  ufed,  as  co-afliftant  with 
*  the  anfwer  of  a  good  confcience,  to  falvation/  (page 
28,  29.)  I  doubt  not  unanfwerably  to  maintain  our 
foregoing  aflertion. 

This  verfe  admits  of  various  readings  in  ancient 
copies,  and  divers  interpretations  by  learned  men. 
We  (hall  a  little  examine  the  matter,  that  he  may  fee 
we  (hall  not  rcfufe  learnings  where  it  may  perform  the 
office  of  an  honeft  fervant,  not  an  ufurper.  ^ii  (fome 
have  it  "o  or  f;  the  modern  Greek  o/xo/cj')  axt  iyiSi  (Au- 
guftin  has  it  vos^  and  our  old  books,  faith  Zegcrus) 
df\\TuntQ¥  (which  Vatablus  makes  the  truth  relative  to 
the  type  flood.  And  faith  Grotius,  '  Vox  ivltrvir^  eft 
communis  utrique  relato^  i.  e.  tarn  figure  tribuitur  qtiam 
ret  per  figuram  fignificata  \  (fignifying  type  and  antu 
type^  or  the  thing  fignified  by  the  type).*  Erafmus 
hath  it,  '  cui  nunc  Jtmile  Jive  rejpondens  baptifma.  (So 
that  baptifm  may  anfwer  as  the  thing  typified,  not 
another  type.)  ^AyliTv^^Vt  fays  Dr.  Hammond  (a  fa- 
mous man  of  the  Englifh  church)  is  certainly  beft 
rendered  antitype :  yet  there  be  two  different  fenfes, 
fometimes  contradiftious ;  thus  Zenophon  and  He- 
fychius.  Then  deftruftion  was  by  outward  water, 
now  falvation  by  inward:  otherwife /^r^  or  in  lieu  o( 
another,  as  dvQvTetTOfy  he  that  fupplies  the  conful's 
place.  So  t  Avlnvrov  pdw^ttr^A  (as  in  an  old  copy  in 
Oxford)  is  the  ark  inward,  fupplying  the  place  of 
the  ark  outward.  Ni/V  ^»^g/  lieL'Tflt^yAt  which  Cappellus 
underftands  to  be  Baptijmum  internum,  quo  fimus  mor^ 
tis  £sf  reJurreSiionis  Cbrifti  participes.  Hujus  interni  bap- 
tijmi  typos  aliquot  habemus  in  V.  T.  imprimis  autem 
arcam  diluvii,  et  arcam  NoaJ  By  inward  baptifm  we 
are  made  partakers  of  Chrift's  death  and  refurreftion. 
Of  this  inward  baptifm  we  hav«  feveral  types  in  the 
Old  Teftan^cnt,  of  which  NoaVs  ark  was  one.     Gro- 

tius 
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tius  refers  us  to  thefe  fcriptures  for  an  apoftolical  ex- 
pofition,  Rom.  vi.  3,  4.  Ephef.  iv.  5.  Gal.  iii.  27. 
Col.  ii.  12.  all  which  refer  to  man's  being  "  baptized 
"  into  Chrift's  death,  his  putting  on  of  Chrift,  and  tor* 
"  the  one  Lord,  one  faith,  one  baptifm."  And  in- 
deed Beza  (hewed  them  the  way,  who  will  have  it,  ^ 
that  the  baptifm  which  anfwered  to  Noah's  ark,  was 
not  material  watery  but  the  power  of  Chrift  within^ 
which  preferves  us  cleanfed,  and  enables  us  to  call  on 
God  with  a  good  confcience.  Nor  is  Dr.  Hammond 
of  a  diflferent  judgment  in  this  cafe,  who  not  only 
will  have  iAM^ov  rendered  antitype^  but  the  baptifm 
that  is  that  antitype,  anfwering  to  Noah*s  ark,  to  be 

*  the  inward  walhing  of  mens  confciences  from  pbl- 

*  lution,  and  delivering  them  from  the  deluge  or  fin 

*  and  deftruftion.' 

Not  only  from  all  this  do  I  conclude  the  baptifm 
mentioned  in  that  place  to  be  the  antitype,  or  truth, 
anfwering  to  the  outward  and  typical  falvation  of 
Noah's  ark,  but  for  thofe  reafons  which  were  with  mc 
before  my  perufal  of  thefe  authors,  and  which  I  (hall 
now  briefly  offer.  Firfl,  If  if\Wvrov  fti^liffix.tt  were  but  a 
type  or  figure,  one  type  would  anfwer  another,  which 
is  not  proper,  adly.  It  were  both  to  fuppofe,  that  the 
gofpel  were  a  flate  of  figures,  (which  is  the  fubftancc 
of  all)  and  of  fuch  figures  too,  as  are  lefs  demonflra- 
tive  or  fignificant;  for,  what  is  that  fprinkling,  baby- 
baptifm  (for  dipper,  or  dipped,  I  fuppofe  our  adver- 
fary  to  be  neither)  to  the  words  deluge  and  Noah's  ark. 
3dly,  The  baptifm  in  the  text,  mufl  be  fuch  an  one 
as  hath  efficacy  enough  in  it  to  Jave^  which  outward 
water  cannot  do:  befides  the  word  «"»{€/,  oxjavethy  hath 
relation  to  Noah's  ark,  wherein  the  eight  fouls  were 
faved ;  therefore  the  antitype,  or  truth  anfwering  to 
that,  aS'typc.  4thly,  It  is  fuch  a  baptifm  as  faves  by 
the  power  of  Chrifl's  refurreftion,  anfwerablc  to  Rom. 
vi.  3,  4.  "  Know  ye  not  that  fo  many  of  us  as  were 
"  baptized  into  Jefus  Chrift,  were  baptized  into  his 
*^  death  ?  That  like  as  Chrift  was  raifed  up  from  the 
**  dead,  by  the  glory  of  the  Father  j  even  fo  we  alfo 

*'  ihould 
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**  fhould  walk  in  newnefs  of  life/*  fthly.  And  thii 
the  parenthefis  in  the  verfc  undeniably  proves,  being 
an  illuftration  of  the  baptifm  intended,  "  not  the  put- 
*'  ting  away  of  the  filth  of  the  flelh,  but  the  anfwer 
•^  of  a  good  confcience  towards  God,'*  or,  as  fome 
have  it,  itUerrogatio^  vrt^mrmytAy  inquifition,  or  enquiry^ 
alluding  to  the  oracle  urim  and  thummim,  by  which 
men  have  boldnefs  and  accefs  to  God ;  fo  as  to  render 
the  verfe,  ^*  Cut  ttiam  ex  adverfo  opfofitusy  nos  Jervat 
bapifmuSy  non  is  quo  carnis  fordes  abjiciuntury  fed  is 
quo  ft  ut  bona  confcientia  Deum  interroget  per  refurrec^ 
*^  tionem  Cbrtfiiy''  i.  e.  ^  To  which  the  diredtly  oppojiit 

*  baptifm  alfo  noW  faveth  us,  not  that  by  which  the 

*  filth  of  the  flefti  is  caft  off,  but  that  by  which  it  is 

*  cffefted,  that  a  good  confcience  may  afk  God  by  the 

*  refurreftion  of  Jefus  Chrift.*  From  all  which  two 
things  refult ;  firft,  that  the  verfe  ought  to  be  thus 
rendered,  ^*  Anfwerable  to  which  figure,  baptifm  now 
**  alfo  faveth  us,  not  the  putting  away  of  the  filth  of 
«^  the  flefti,  but  the  account  of  a  good  confcience  to 
**  God,  by  the  refurreftion  of  Jefus  Chrift:,"  And 
indeed  the  moft  difpu table  part  of  this  verfe  is  abun- 
dantly confirmed  on  our  fide,  by  the  fimplicity  of  the 
ancient  Englifli,  French,  and  Spanifli  tranflators.  And 
I  wonder  that  any  man  of  common  fcnfe,  not  greatly 
abufed  by  prejudice  or  cuftom,  can  think,  that  the 
baptifm  mentioned  fliould  be  that  of  water ^  when  the 
middle  of  the  verfe  provides  this  material  diflin6kioi|, 
**  Not  the  putting  away  of  the  fiilth  of  the  flefti  (the 
^«  effcfl:  of  outward  water)  but  the  anfwer  of  a  good 
**  confcience  to  God,"  (the  fruits  of  the  Holy  Ghoft 
**  alone)  to  that  very  end  that  people  fliould  not  think 
*^  fo;  I  mean,  that  it  was  a  imter-bapti/m. 

Secondly,  it  may  not  be  improper  for  us  to  obfervc, 

that  if  one  verfe  hath  fuch  variety  of  copies,  readings, 

tranipofitioits,  and  fenfes ;  as  hath  been  noted,  befide 

•^at  we  could  yet  produce ;  they  are  at  a  miferable 

pafs  for  an  univer&l,  conftant,  and  unerring  r ule^  who 

•  Jacob  £^pcU.  Salnu  Sacr^iing.  Broftff.  in  Joe. 

eft:ecm 
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cfteem  the  prefent .  fcripture  fuch,    cxclufive   of  the 
Spirit,  which  time,  variety  of  tranfcribers,  tranflators, 
interpreters,  and  expofitors,  have  rendered  fo  uncer* 
tain.     But  if  we  had  been  unprovided  of  all  this  to 
our  defence,  what  has  our  adverfary  to  do  to  charge 
us  with  a  difcontinuance  of'  water-baptifm,  till  he  had 
firft  cleared  his  own  opinion  from  popifh  innovation 
and  invention?  What  fcripture,  or  pure  antiquity,  has 
he  for  infant'baptijmy  one  of  the  unfcriptural  and  fenfe- 
lefs  ceremonies  of  his  religion,  about. which  fuch  as 
he  make  more  ftir  than  about  that  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  ? 
A  man  may  guefs   what  a  Chriftiari  he  is,  and  how 
well  he  is  verfed  in  Chrift's  doftrine,  who  can  call  a 
little  water,  fhed  by  a  prieft's  hand,  "  the  door  into 
"  God's  kingdom."     How  much  is  this  jQiort  of  the 
Romifh   prieft's   making  his  God,    who  fays,    *  The 
^  bread  is  Chrift  after  confecration,*  fince  Chrift,  who 
is  God  over  all,  blefled  for  ever,   faith,  "  he  is  that 
"  door,"  which  H.  HallyweU  will  have  his  infant  wa- 
ter-baptifm to  be. 

§.  5.   Of  the  Supper. 

But  he  faith  of  us  and  the  Familifts,  *  By  the  fame 
^  diabolical  fpirit,  wherewith  they  are  poffefled,  they 
'  lay  afide  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's  fupper,  as  a 

*  thing  too  carnal  (page  30,  31).'  In  oppofition  to 
which  he  produceth  Matt.  xxvi.  26,  27.  how  that 
Chrift  "  took  bread,  and  bleffed  it,  and  brake  it,  and 
'^  gave  it  to  his  difciples,  and  faid.  Take,  eat,  this  is 
*'  my  body :  then  he  took  the  cup,  and  gave  thanks, 
'^  and  gave  it  to  them,  faying,    Drink  ye  all  of  it.'* 

*  St.  Mark,  chap.  xiv.  repeats  the  very  fame,  and 
'  fays,  they  all  drank  of  it :  but  St.  Luke,  chap.  xxii. 
^  i^f  and  St.  Paul,  i  Cor.  xi.  24.  added  thefe  words, 
"  Do  this  in  remembrance  of  me,"  *  which  import 
^  both  a  commiflion  and  diredion  to  ufe  and  continue 
^  diem.' 

Anf.  It  is  granted,  that  Chrift,  eatirig  the  pafTover 

with  hb  difciples^  did  familiarly  reprcfent  that  flefh 

Vol.  III.  K  and 
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and  blood  whiph  he  gave  for  the  world,  that  whofoevcr 
eat  thereof  ftiould  have  life  eternal  abiding  in  thenoi^ 
Nor  is  this  ftrange  ;  for  it  was  his  familiar  way  of 
opening  his  deepeft  myfteries,  and  reconmmending  the 
moft  excellent  of  all  his  commandments ;  witnefs  his 
difcourfe  concerning  the  bleffed  unity  of  Chrift  and 
his  members,  by  the  fimilitude  of  a  vine  and  .its 
branches ;  and  both  his  wafliing  his  difciples  feet,  and 
requiring  them  to   follow  his  example,      John  xiii. 

That  this  praftice  was  enjoined  his  difciples,  is  not 
warranted  from  Matthew,  Mark,  or  "  in  remembrance 
*^  of  me,"  as  our  adverfary  obferves :  but  that  they 
fhould  be  Paul's  alfo,  as  he  affirms,  is  both  an  abufe 
of  the  fcriptures,  and  them  that  read  them :  for  thefc 
are  the  apoftle's  words,  ^^  As  often  as  ye  eat  this  bread, 
**  and  drink  this  cup,"  &c.  which  amounts  to  no 
moire  than  this,  '  When  ye  do  eat  this  fupper,  do  it 

*  worthily  y*  fo  that  there  is  no  command  to  do  it, 
though  as  often  as  they  did  do  it,  they  were  exhorted 
to  do  it  difcerningly :  "  ^j  often  as  you  do  it,"  and 

*  do  it  often^  are  differing  fayings. 

'  And  that  Luke's  words  do  not  perpetuate  it,  efpe- 
cially  as  now  ufed,  I  Ihall  prove.  Firft,  if  it  be  but 
z^Jacrament  ovftgny  as  faith  our  adverfary,  then  can  it 
not  of  right  continue  longer  than  till  the  thing  Signified 
fhall  come.     "  Do  this  ////,"  that  is,  ^  When  that  is 

*  come,  ////  the  coming  of  which  the  fign  was  to  be 

*  ufed,  there  remains  ho  longer  any  inftitution.* 

Now  between  all  types  and  antitypes,  ihadows  and 
fubftances,  parables  and  morals,  there  muft  needs  be 
fonae  refemblanee,  or  elfe  the  end  of  their  being  ufed 
will  be  loft  to  them,  for  whofe  fakes  they  were  ap- 
pointed :  for  inftance,  Chrift  is  called  a  door^  becaufc 
no  man  comes  to  the  Father,  but  through  him :  a  liofty 
from  his  ftrength  and  dominion :  a  lamh^  becaufe  of 
his  innocency :  a  'oinCy  becaufe  of  that  excellent  fruit 
he  brings  forth:  and  laftly,  he  calls  himfelf  by  the 
name  of  breads  becaufe  of  that  inward  ftrength  and 
nourifhmcnt  fuch  receive  that  feed  fpiritually  upon 

him : 
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him :  wherefore  the  fubftance  (hadowcd  out  by  this 
outwar4  bread  and  wine,  is  no  other  than  Christ,  as 
the  bread  that  came  down  from  above,  and  that  flefli 
and  blood  which  all  were  to  eat  and  drink  of  that 
would  have  eternal  life,  mentioned  at  large  John  vi. 
So  that  admitting  of  a  command,  it  muft  be  thus 
read,   *  Do  this  till  I   come,    who  am  the  heavenly 

*  bread,  and  flefli  and  blood,  that  give  eternal  life  to 

*  them  that  feed  thereon ;'  which  bread  the  apoflJle 
very  well  underfliood,  when  in  the  foregoing  chapter 
to  the  Corinthians  he  thus  delivered  himfclf,  '^  I  fpeak 

to  wife  meo,  judge  ye  what  I  fay :  the  cup  of  blef- 

fing,  which  we  blefs,  is  it  not  the  communion  of 
*'•  the  blood  of  Chrifl:  ?  For  we  being  many  are  one 
*^  iready  and  one  body;  for  we  are  all  partakers  of 
"  that  one  bread,''  i  Cor.  x.  15,  16,  17,  And  this 
Chrift  himfelf  intimated  in  the  following  verfe  to  that 
paflfage  out  of  Matthew,  "  But  I  fay  unto  you,  I  will 
*'  not  drink  henceforth  of  this  fruit  of  the  vine,  un- 
"  til  that  day  when  I  drink  it  new  with  you  in  my 
**  Father's  kingdom*"  And  I  query  if  that  was  not 
made  good,  on  the  day  of  Pentecoft,  when  fcofiingly, 
yet  truly  (like  Caiaphas  in  another  cafe)  feveral  fpec- 
tators  faid  of  the  difciples,  "  They  were  full  of  new 
*^  wine?"  Adts  ii,  13.  Which  was  the  beginning  of 
the  reRoration  of  that  kingdom  of  God  to  Ifrael,  that 
the  difciples  a  little  before  fo  weakly  queried  after. 

In  fliort.  The  Father's  kingdom  is  within^  Luke 
xvii.  20.  What  was  that  fruit  then  that  was  to  be 
drank  anew  in  that  kingdom  ?  Certainly  it  came  from 
himfelf,  the  true  vine,  and  muft  be  of  a  Ipiritual  and 
inward  nature,  like  to  the  kingdom. 

To  conclude.  If  bread  and  wine  be  but  a  fign;  and 
if  things  (ignified  ought  to  refemble  their  figns  5  and 
if  Ipiritual  bread  and  wine  moftly  anfwer  thole  vifible 
figns  i  and  if  they  are  to  be  had  in  the  kingdom  of 
God;  and  if  the  kingdom  of  God  be >  within ;  and 
that  they  who  eat  not  that  bread,  and  drink  not  that 
wine,  have  no  life  in  them;  then,  becaufe  the  apoflJes 
had  life  eternal  in  them^  and  \^ca  n^eafurc  of  the  fame 
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in  us^  Chrift,  the  heavenly  bread  and  fl^fh^  and  wine 
and  blood,  was  then,  and  is  now,  come;  and  conie* 
quently,  the  fhadows  of  thofe  good  things  (as  to  any 
inflitution)  were  and  are  at  an  end :  and  as  there  is 
but  one  Spirit,  and  one  Lord,  one  faith,  one  baptifm^ 
one  God  and  Father,  one  heavenly  kingdom,  one  holy 
body^  fo  but  one  bread,  and  but  one  cup,  and  buC 
one  communion  and  fellowfhip,  and  that  is  with  the 
Father  and  the  Son,  by  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

But  here,  as  in  the  cafe  of  water- baptifm,  it  will 
be  objedted,  *  Why  were  they  then  afterwards  ufcd  ?* 

Anf.  The  praAices  of  good  men,  though  in  things 
temporary,  are  many  times  too  greedily  received,  and 
too  long  doted  upon,  by  thofe  who  defire  to  be  reputed 
their  followers.     Any  thing  once  becoming  cuftomary 
is  hard  to  be  left :  fcveral  Jewifli  ceremonies  the  Holy 
Ghoft  thought  fit  to  be  difpenfed  with  for  a  feafon^ 
that  were  never  to  be  perpetuated.     But  what  has  our 
adverfary,  and  the  feveral  forts  of  Proteftants  in  the 
world,  to  do  with  baptifm  and  the  fupper,  and  deny 
that  qualification  and   commiflion   the  apoftles  had  f 
They  will  never  ftand  our  enquiry  about  their  call ; 
which,  they  know,  we   have  great   caufe  to  fcruple, 
indeed  to  deny,   for  all  muft,  or  Ihould  know,  that 
was  either  immediate^  or  mediate  and  Juccejjvoe.     If  im- 
mediate, then  they  muft  neceffarily  confefs  to  a  com- 
mifiioa  upon  infpiration,  and  then  fakers.     If  me- 
diate and  fucceflive,  then  either  hefi3[e  the  church  of 
Rome,  or  through  the  church  of  Rome :  not  hefide  the 
church  of  Rome,  becaufe  flie  cannot  prove  any  regu- 
lar ordination,  or  uninterrupted  fucceflion,   either  as 
to  faith  or  difcipline.     If  through  the  church  of  Rome, 
dien  they  own  the  ordination  of  a  church  they  re- 
nounce, and  grant  her  the  keys,  whom  they  have  writ 
againft  for  thefe  fix-fcore  years,  under  the  name  of 
Whore  of  Babylon,  and  Mother  of  Harlots,  and  all 
tU>ominations  of  the  earth.     Can  that  which  you  ac- 
count a  corrupt  fountain^  bring  forth  clean  ftreams? 
Will  men  feek  ordination  at  the  hands  of  that  church 
(diey  itfolve  to  employ  it  againft  \  Has  ihe  forfeited 

her 
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her  religion,  and  not  her  power  ?  When  did  ever  God 
make  over  his  authority  by  fuch  an  entail  ?  If  mens 
errors  and  vices  do  not  unminifter  them,  it  will  fol- 
low, that  they  may  be  ill  Cbrijiians,  but  very  good 
minifters.  For  (hame!  never  renounce  the  Roman 
church  as  falfe,  if  her  ordination  muft  be  true :  for 
what  has  power  to  make  a  minifter,  muft  be  allowed 
to  have  power  both  to  inftruft  and  conclude  him  in 
what  he  is  to  minifter :  wherefore  never  let  any  own 
her  to  have  heaven's  keys  of  church-authority,  and 
then  deny  her  as  heretical :  for  wherever  any  church 
or  people  are  truly  fuch,  that  church  or  people  have 
thereby  forfeited  all  right  thereunto :  and  as  the  con- 
trary opinion  has  long  enriched  the  pope's  coffers,  fo 
the  unwary  conceffions  of  fome  certain  Protcftantd 
thereto,  have  too  evidently  given  away  a  great  (hare 
of  that  good  old  caufe. 

I  have  dwelt  longer  upon  thefe  particulars  than  my 
adverfary's  weaknefs  could  deferve  at  my  hands ;  but 
their  information  has  induced  me  to  it,  who  are  af- 
faulted  by  the  envious  endeavours  of  our  feveral  ad- 
verfaries,  that  daily  feek  how  to  mifreprefent  us,  and 
our  moft  evangelical  principles. 


CHAP.     IV. 

His  third  chapter  examined,  which  confiKs  of  the 
holinefs  of  times,  places,  things,  and  perfons  under 
the  gofpel. 

§.  I.     Of  the  Sabbath-Day. 

HIS  accufation  is,  *  That  the  Familifts  and  Quakers 
*  put  rio  difference  between  one  day  and  anb- 
^  ther,  the  Sabbath  no  more  than  another  day  5  that 
^  many  times  they  follow  their  ufual  trades  on  a  Sun- 
<  day/    Pag.  34,  37,  38,  39. 

Anf.  What  the  Familifls  did  is  nothing  to  us  (if 
they  did  fo).    But  fure  I  am  he  has  abtufcd  the  Qh^- 
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kers;  for  it  is  well  knowiij  that  in  what  country  foevet* 
they  live,  they  follow  the  praftice  of  the  apoftles,  in 
affcmbling  together  on  the  firft  day  of  the  week  r 
they  do  it  conftantly  and  reverently.  Who  mod  pro- 
fane that  day,  the  Quakers,  or  the  fons  and  daughters 
of  the  church  of  England  ?  Their  feafts,  drunkennefs> 
wantonnefs,  gaming,  and  other  recreations,  as  they 
call  them,  are  fo  many  demonftrations,  to  help  every 
common  underftandirtg  to  a  refolution  in  the  point. 
And  to  fay,  '  That  we  many  times  follow  our  ufual 

*  trades  on  that  day/  is  a  plain  untruth,  the  whole 
world  knows  better,  though  we  do  not  judaize;  for 
worfhip  was  not  made  for  time,  but  time  for  worrtiip ; 
oor  is  there  any  day  holy  of  itfelf,  though  holy  things 
may  be  performed  upon  a  day. 

But  he  tells  us,  *  Yesj  for  the  fourth  commandment 

*  being  as  morzX  as  the /eft,  and  that  requiring  a  fab- 
**  bath-day,  '-the  fabbath-day  is  perpetuated  alfo.' 

Anf.  But  this  hurts  us  not,  fmcc  the  Jewifh-fabbath 
is  not  obferved  by  the  church  of  England.— ^But  if  a 
fabbath-day  be  moral,  becaufe  mentioned  in  the  fourth 
commandment;  then,  becaufe  the  Jews  feventh-day 
fabbath  is  there  particularly  mentioned,  their  fabbacth 
muft  be  only  moral,  and  confequently  unalterable. 
But  fays  he,  '  No ;  for  that  the  apoftles,  and  fuo- 
ceeding  church  of  God,  may  v^ry  reafonably  difpofe 
of  us  in  matters  of  this  nature ;  and  it  is  obligatory 
from  the  ten  con^m^ndments,  every  one  of  which  i^ 
moral,  and  binds  all  Chriftians  ftill ;  and  therefore 
the  church  of  England  (though  thefe  rebellious 
Quakers  difown  their  mother)  doth  rnake  it  part  of 
her  liturgy/ 

Anf.  If  it  be  as  moral  as  all  the  reft,  (as  it  muft  be 
)f  it  be  moral,  becaufe  of  its  being  there)  they  coul4 
t\0  mor^  difpenfe  with  it,  than  with  any  other  com- 
niandmpnt ;  to  call  that  day  moral,  and  make  it  al^ 
terable,  13  ridiculous.  It  is  true  the  apostles  met  upon 
the  firft  day,  and  not  on  the  feventh ;  but  as  that  re^ 
leafed  us  fron^  any  pretended  morality  of  the  feventh, 
fo  neither  did  it;  confer  ^ny  morality  upon  th^  firl^t 
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yea,  fo  far  were  they  from  it,  that  not  one  (peaks  any 
fuch  thing;  but  Paul  much  the  contrary:  "Let  no 
'*  man  judge  you  in  meats  or  in  drinks,  or  in  refpedt 
**  of  an  holy-day,  or  of  new  moons,  or  of  the  Sai-- 
"  batb^d(^Sy  which  are  a  fhadow  of  things  to  come, 
*'  but  the  body  is  of  Chrift."  Col.  ii.  17,  18.  The 
outward  fabbath  was  typical  of  the  great  reft  of  the 
gofpel ;  which  fuch  come  to, .  who  ceafc  from  their 
own  work,  and  in  whom  the  works  of  God's  new 
creation  come  to  be  accomplifhed. 

And  though  I  ftiould  acknowledge  the  other  com- 
mands to  be  moral,  yea,  and  times  too,  both  refpeft- 
ing  God's  worfhip,  and  the  creature's  reft ;  yet  there 
is  no  more  reafon  for  the  morality  of  that  day,  be- 
caufe  amongft  thofe  commandments,  than  for  the  ce- 
remonioufnefs  and  abrogation  of  feveral  moral  pre- 
cepts, becaufe  fcattered  up  and  down  among  the  cerc- 
rnonial  laws  recorded  in  Leviticus. 

I  grant  the  apoftles  met  on  that  day ;  but  muft  it 
therefore  be  moral?  Certainly,  the  fcriptures  filence 
in  this  particular  muft  either  conclude  a  great  negledt 
agaiaft  thofe  holy  men,  in  not  recommending  and  en- 
joining more  exprefsly  both  water,  bread,..4vine,  and 
holy  days,  in  their  feveral  epiftles  to  the  churches;  or 
warrant  us  in  our  belief  concerning  the  temporarinefs 
pf  thofe  things.  Let  not  our  adverfary  reproach  us 
for  not  believing  that  to  be  durable,  which  was  wear- 
ing off  and  vanifliing  in  thofe  days  5  but  foberly  con- 
fider,  that  the  praftice  of  the  beft  men,  efpecially  in 
fuch  cafes,  is  no  inftitution,  though  fometimes  it  may 
be  an  example.  But  I  perceive  he  makes  bold,  like 
an  irreverent  fon,  with  his  ghoftly  fathers,  who,  through 
his  reflections  upon  us,  feverely  rebukes  them.  Has 
he  fo  quickly  forgot  the  *  Book  of  Sports,'  and  who 
put  it  out?  when  not  to  profane  this  fabbath  with 
aancihgs,  riots,  and  revels,  had  been  enough  to  ren- 
der a  man  an  enemy  to  Caefar,  and  a  fchifmatical  Pu- 
ritan to  the  church  ?  If  he  be  not  fatisfied  with  this, 
}  refer  him  to  Calvin's  Inftitutes,  Bp.  Ironfide,  and 
Pr^  Peter  ^cylin,  concerning  the  nothtnorality  of  the 

K  4  fabbath  J 
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iabbath;  and  a  great  wonder  it  is,  that  John  Calyiik 
and  Peter  Hcylin  fliould  be  of  one  opinion  in  aof 

thing, 

§.  2.    Place  of  God's  worfhip. 

He  is  very  angry  with  us  for  denying  a  more  than 
ordinary  fanftity  to  places,  and  fays,  ^  That  we  efteem 
<  a  church  no  more  than  a  liable ;  that  the  Jews>  Hca- 

*  thens,  and  Turks  have  their  fynagogues,    temples, 
^  and  mofques  to  pray  in ;  that  Chrift  went  to  a  prayer- 

*  houfe,  Luke  vi,  i%.  and  A6ts  xvi.  13.     Where  Paul 

*  and  others  went  out  to  a  river's  fide^  where  an  ora*. 
^  tory  was  reported  to  be.^ ' 

Anf.  We  value  the  true  church  more  than  a  liable ; 
but  we  value  a  good  liable  before  a  falfe  church,  aia 
fuch.     But  I  fuppofe  he  means  by  church,  an  b^ufei 
and  then  I  mull  tell  him,  that  I  efteem  a  liable  better 
than  no  houfe,  but  a  good  houfe  better  than  a  liable. 
But  why  is  ^  ftable  fuch  an  iU-favoured  place?  Has  he 
forgot  ^^  that  the  Head  of  the  true  church  firll  lodged 
*^  in  one,"    when   there  was  no  room   for  him  in  a 
whole  fynagogue,  yet  room  enough  for  a  company  of 
cavilling  murdering  Scribes  and  Pharifees  ?  There  is 
no  doubt  but  the  Jews  had  fynagogues  enough,  **  for 
^^  it  was  out  of  them  the  apoftles  were  to  be  haled,'* 
becavff?  of  their  tellimony  againft  thofe  that  were  in 
them,     Jt  is  true,  the  Heathens  had  temples,  and  the 
Turk^  have  their  mofques,    I  like  the  comparifon  and 
the  proof  very  well ;   for  I  take  fome  of  your  fteeple- 
houfe  guells  to  be  as  good  Chriftians,  as  fome  of  the 
worll  fort  of  them.     It  was  the  old  heathenilh  fpirit, 
which,  under  the  cloak  of  Chrillianity,  both  erefted 
thofe   llately  edifices,    inllituted   that  pompous  wor-r 
fliip,  and  exafted  thofe  yall  revenues,  that  have  bur- 
thened  the  world  thefe  many  ages^  whilll  the  pure 
apollolical  fpirit  ^nd  religion  haye  been  as  driven  inta 
9  fackcloth  ^nd  wilderiiefs  ellate, 

'  P^g.  i\,  4*»  43..  44^  H-  _i 

That 
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:  That  Chrifl:  went  to  a  frayer-boufe^  and  that  Paul 
^d  the  church  met  in  an  oratory  by  the  river  fide,  is  a 
pretty  rattle  for  children,  and  may  pafs  as  unqueftion- 
ably  with  thofe  who  are  willing  to  be  cheated,  as  the 
ftory  of  St.  Dennis's  body,  that  went  a  mile  without 
his  head,  and  St.  Winifred's  head  a  great  way  without 
her  body,  to  a  Papift. 
But  he  affirms,  ^  That  the  firfl:  Chriftians  had  dif- 

*  tinfl:  places  to  meet  in,  and  that  they  called  theiil 

*  churches.'     Pag.  47,  48,  49. 

Anf.  Chrifl:  went  not  to  the  fynagogue,  or  the  tem- 
ple, to  eat  the  paflbver :  it  is  ceftain  that  the  twelve 
met  in  an  upper  roomy  upon  their  return  from  Chrifl:'s 
afcenfion:  and  it  is  faid,  "  When  the  day  of  Pentecoft 
"  was  fully  come,  they  were  all  with  one  accord  in 
"  one  place,*'  (Afts  ii.  i,  2,  3,  4.)  at  what  time 
that  excellent  glory  appeared ;  but  here  is  no  mentioa 
made  of  either  temple  or  fynagogue:  one  would  have 
thought  thofe  conventicles  (for  fo  they  were  then  called, 
and  fince)  fhould  not  have  borne  away  the  glory  and 
honour  of  that  holy  folemnity  from  thofe  cathedral  and 
canonical  places :  what  fuUen  feparation  did  the  falfe 
Jew  then,  as  well  as  the  falfe  Chriftian  now,  repute 
the  like  praftice !  Certainly  this  ran  retrograde  to  the 
grain  and  humour  of  that  age;  and  the  poor  apofl:les 
were  therefore  cfl:eemed  as  great  Fanaticks^  and  as 
much  reproacFjed  as  any  of  the  Quakers  in  this.  I 
muft:  alfo  confefs,  they  continued  daily,  with  one  ac- 
cord in  the  temple,  Afts  ii.  46,  but  they  broke  not 
bread  there ;  that  was  done  xaJ'  ?/*o^>  that  is,  ^'  in  th^ 
"  houjcy*  if  he  will  have  it  fo,  inflread  of  ^^from  bouje 
*^  to  bouJe  y''  to  be  fure,  it  was  not  '*  from  church  to 
"  churchy'  as  he  would  have  the  houfe  called;  for  then 
we  fliould  underfl:and  the  following  verfe  thus,  ^^  and 
*^  the  Lord  added  to  the  church  daily  fuch  as  fliould 
*«  be  faved,"  that  is,  '  to  the  houfe.* 

But  I  fee  no  reafon  why  he  (hould  fall  fo  hard  with 
his  criticifms  upon  x*?  Zmav^  and  let  x«fl'  w/xCfay  in  the 
fame  verfe  alone :  for,  as  Valla  and  Erafmus  well  obr 
ferve,    x^aT  htw,  is  as  well  rendered  per  Jingujas  domos^ 

or 
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ft 

or  damefticatimy  i.  e,  "  from  Iv3ufe  to  houfc,*  as 
nttA^  niAfo^  per  Jinguhs  dies.  Jive  quotidie^  i.  c,  ^  daily, 
'  or  from  day  to  day,' 

But  he  will  needs  have  it  that  the  apoftle,  i  Cor,  xi. 
meant  by  church  the  houfe^  when  he  faid,  ^'  Have  ye 
^'  not  houfes  to  eat  and  drink  in,  or  defpife  yc  the 
"  church  of  God?^"  His  rcafon  is,  if  it  may  i be 
thought  one,'  ^  becaufe  the  apoftle,  in  the  i8th  verfe, 
^  fays,  "  When  ye  come  in  the  church  j"  and  in  the 
* ,  2oth  verfe,  "  when  ye  come  together  into  one  place/' 

♦  fo  that  the  word  church  fignifies  the  place/ 

Anf  *^When  ye  come  together  in  the  church,'*  fig- 
nifies no  more  than  in  the  '^  congregation  or  aflem- 
^*  bly,"  or  "  among  yourfelves  as  a  church;"  (obferve 
well  the  margin) :  and  to  make  the  church  allude  to 
flace  in  the  20th  verfe,  is  a  bafe  wrefting  of  our  ad-^ 
verfary's;  for  there  is  no  Greek  word  there  {or  place. 

But  he  thinks  he  has  one  argument  more,  '  from 

♦  Paul's  greeting  Prifcilla  and  Aquila,  and  the  church 
^  that  is  in  their  houfe,*  Rom-,  xvi,  3,  5.  And  again, 
^  fending  falutation  from  them ;'  "  Aquila  and  Prif- 
•'  cilia  falute  you  much  in  the  Lord,  with  the  cHyrch 
♦'  in  their  houfe."     i  Cor.  xvi.  29. 

Anf.  If  this  be  to  prove  an  houfe  to  be  a  church, 
I  never  faw  the  like.  It  feems  we  mud  read,  after  his 
dialeft,  thus,  "  Greet  Prifcilla  and  Aquila,  and  the 
*'  houfe  that  is  in  their  houfe."  But  in  contradiftion 
to  all  this,  he  tells  us  in  the  next   page,    '  By   the 

♦  church,  at  fuch  a  man's  houfe,  muft  be  meant  the 
^  whole  congregation  of  the  faints  affembled  at  fucJ^ 

f  Vatabl.  Ecclefiam  vel  congi^gationem. 

Clarius.  Ille  conventus  in  ecclefiam  non  ^a  causa  lit :  hoc  quod 
facitis  in  contemptum  ecclefix  Dei  redundat,  &  eoruro  pudorem  qui 
minus  habent. 

Zeger.  Confundidseos  qui  non  habent  quod  offerant  &  manducent. 

Caroepon.  Dei  eccleiia  hie  privatis  aedibus  non  opponitur.  D^l 
eqcleiiam  contemne^e  eft  pudore  afHcere  tenuiores,  qui  ^agnam  £€•% 
cleiisB  p^rteoi  confti^^ebant, 

Locus  loco  opponitur  grammatics,  non  logice,  i.  e*  church  9J(i 
congregation.  The  church  is  not  bppofed  to  private  houfes.  To 
dipfpife  the  cliurch^  is  to  make  alkamed  th^  poor  q£  it, 

^  ^  man'a 
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*  a  man*s  houfc/  and  truly,  reader,  I  think  fo  too. 
But  if  the  faints  mel  to  make  the  church,  then  the  boufe 
is  liot  the  church,  nor  indeed  can  an  houfe  meet  together 
in  an  houfe. 

But  now  I  will  tell  this  defamer  of  us,  That  though 
we  have  no  ftately  bafilicosy  or  palace-churches y  as  fome 
call  them,  beautified  with  painting,  images,  flags, 
carved  and  engraved  work,  and  built  to  the  caft,  in 
imitation  of  the  heathen  idolatrous  temples ;  yet,  like 
Vnto  the  apoftles  and  primitive  Chriftians,  ".  we  aflem- 
^^  ble  from  houfe  to  houfe,"  and,  if  he  will  have  it 
fo,  there  are  feveral  convenient  publick  places  on  pur- 
pofe  to  meet  and  perform  divine  worfhip  in, 

§•3,    Of  tithes. 

His  next  feftion,  and,  as  became  a  careful  greedy 
hireling,  by  much  the  largeft  of  any  in  his  book,  is 
employed  in  the  defence  of  the  priefts  maintenance, 
^tfine  qua  non  of  their  calling.  From  page  5 1  to  6^^ 
his  firft  argument  is,  *  That  God  will  have  a  rent  and 

*  tribute  paid  him.  That  thus  he  dealt  with  the  chil- 
^  dren  of  Ifrael,  from  whom  he  referved  a  tithe  to 
^  himfelf;  and  that  in  Abraham's  time  tithes  to  Mel- 

*  chizedeck  were  paid,    after  whofe  ordej:  Chrift  was 

*  made  a  prieft.* 

Anf.  The  tithes  that  were  paid  Melchizedeck,  were 
but  of  the  fpoils  Abraham  took  from  his  enemies  \  and 
that  not  by  compulfion,  but  choice.  Melchizedeck 
was  king  of  Salem :  king  of  peace,  prieft  of  the 
Moll  High  God :  \i^  freely  adminiftred  bread  and  wine 
to  Abraham  to  refrelh  him ;  and  when  he  had  done, 
prayed,  and  praifed  God  for  him,  without  bargain  or 
hire :  whereupon  Abraham  gave  him  the  tithe  of  all, 
as  a  token  of  his  thankfulnefs. 

Now  let  the  priefts  of  England  prove  thcmfelves  to 
be  of  Melchizedeck's  offspring,  men  of  peace,  priefts 
of  the  Moft  High  God,  and  let  them  but  minifter  to 
us  of  the  living  bread  and  wine,  and  wrap  up  all  with 
fugh  prayers  and  praifes  to  God  for  us  as  he  will  ac- 
cept ^ 
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cept;  and  when  all  this  is  done^  if  we  refufe  ekemi 
the  tithe  of  our  fpoils,  let  us  be  recorded  for  ungrate- 
ful men:  but  whilfl:  priefts  and  men  of  contention, 
hirelings,  that  feek  gain  from  their  quarter,  prepare 
war  againft  them  that  put  not  into  their  mouths,  are 
not  priefts  of  the  Moft  High  God's  anointing,  and 
who,  inftead  of  giving  us  bread  and  wine,  opprefs  us 
unto  death  for  a  four-penny  Eafter-reckoningi  and  in 
lieu  of  prayers  and  praifes  to  God  for  us,  anathema- 
tize, whip,  imprifon,  and  banifli  us  for  impoftors, 
hereticks,  men  infpired  by  Satan,  and  fuch  like,  let  it 
not  be  wondered  at  that  a  poor  Quaker  has  a  tefti- 
mony  againft  fuch  a  prieft  5  and  that  he  rather  chufeth 
to  die  (unjuftly  his  prifoner)  than  pay  tithes  to  him, 
that  is  an  ufurper  of  the  name,  authority,  and  office 
of  a  true  evangelical  minifter. 

And  for  his  inftance  of  the  land  of  Canaan,  it 
brings  no  obligation  upon  us.  England  is  no  Canaan, 
neither  as  to  its  acquifition,  nor  diftribution :  when 
the  Saxons  came  into  England,  God  referved  no  fuch 
rents.  And  if  it  be  well  argued  of  the  apoftle,  (Heb. 
vii.  12.)  ^^  that  becaufe  the  law  is  changed,  theprieft- 
*^  hood  is  alfoj"  then  certainly  it  is  no  ill  confe- 
.  quence,  that  the  "  way  of  maintenance  '*  muft  be 
changed  too,  at  leaft  as  to  inftitution. 

*  But,'  fays  our  adverfary,  in  the  apolHe's  words, 
I  Cor,  ix.  14.  *^  The  Lord  hath  ordained,  that  they 
**  which  preach  the  gofpel  fhould  live  of  the  gofpel." 

Anf.  We  are  contented  with  this,  but  the  priefts 
are  not.  They  caanot  prove  themfelves  minifters  of 
the  gofpel,  unlefs  by  that  never-failing  argument  of 
human  law  and  force,  if  yet  that  can  prove  them  luch. 
Befides,  here  is  no  ftint  or  method  what  or  how  ?  it  is 
left  to  God's  witnefs;  but  that  they  dare  not  leave 
themfelves  with :  earthly  powers  muft  firft  make  them 
ittinifters,  and  then  get  them  maintenance.  But  there  is 
not  a  word  of  Paul's  ^^  working  with  his  own  hands,'* 
nor  Chrift*s  explanation  of  *^  the  labourer  is  worthy 
**  of  his  hire;"  to  wit,  *'  that  he  Ihould  eat  what  i«^ 
^'  fet  before.  hiiD;  and,  Melchi?edeck  like^  blefs  th^ 

^^    hOUfe;^ 
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*^  houic,  if  worthy  :**  nor  do  I  hear  of  fo  much  as  one 
itinerary-preacher -^  who,  to  be  fure  carried  no  tithes 
upon  his  back,  as  the  priefts  of  our  days  do  into  their 
barn :  they  fued,  excommunicated,  imprifoned  none 
unto  death  for  hire's  fake. 

He  that  minds  God  more  than  his  belly,  fliall  never 
want  for  his  belly ;  for  the  authority  of  him  in  whofe 
name  he  goes,  makes  fufficient  way  for  his  fubfiftence, 
without  the  force  of  imperial  decrees ;  *'  The  cattle 
**  upon  a  thoufand  hills  are  the  Lord's."  The  primi-* 
tive  Chriftians  paid  no  tithes  that  we  read  of;  yet  they 
forbore  not  to  adminifter  freely  to  the  neccflities  of 
thofe  who  were  faithful  labourers  and  travellers  amongft 
them.  The  law  that  fettled  that  maintenance,  was 
"  the  law  in  the  heart,  and  the  witnefs  of  God  in  the 
*^  confcience,"  to  which  Paul  particularly  defired  to 
be  made  manifeft.  It  [is  true,  about  four  hundred 
years  after  Chrift,  the  then  Chriftians  began  to  lay  up 
the  tithe  of  their  fubftance,  towards  the  maintenance 
of  fuch  members  and  minifters  of  the  church  as  wanted. 
But  this  was  out  of  their  own  free  will,  not  as  fettled 
maintenancey  nor  by  compulfiotiy  as  our  countryman,  Jo, 
Selden,  a  learned  antiquary,  tells  us.' 

But  our  adverfary  fays,  '  That  Chriftian  emperors, 
^  kings,  princes,  and  other  nobles,  by  the  all-wife 
^  Providence  infpiring  their  hearts,  have  given  houfes, 
^  lands,  and  tithes,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  minif- 

*  ters  of  the  gofpel,  and  fecured  fuch  poflefl5ons.  And 

*  therefore,  fuch  are  facrilegious,  and  robbers  of  God, 

*  who  with-hold  them :  fuch  tenths  being  as  much  the 

*  minifters,  as  the  ninths  are  the  peoples. 

Anf.  I  perceive  the  prieft  allows  infpiration  for  tithes^ 
though  we  are  Familifts,  Quakers,  and  Fanaticks,  for 
abetting  the  doftrine  of  infpiration  in  the  worfhip  of 
God.  O  mercenary,  O  hireling  and  irreverent  faying! 
that  God  Ihould  be  more  concerned  for  carnal  thait^ 
(piritual  things,  and  infpire  men  about  tithes,  zrA 
not  about  divine  worfhip.    Who  but  a  dark  and  mgr- 

'  Gratiant  Cauf.  p«  i6.    R.  C.Dec*  Selden^  c.  6,  p.  So,  Si. 

cenary 
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cenafjr  pricfl:  could  have  uttered  fo   impious  an   e*- 
preffion  ? 

I  grant,  that  when  Auftin  came  into  England^  he 
dcfircd  tithes  of  Ethelbert,  as  I  take  it,  king  of  Kent; 
hut  the  king*s  care  of  his  people,  and  the  averfion  of 
their  humour  to  all  encroachments,  difappointed  the 
monk.  However,  ^  Time  bringing  forth  murder  and 
'  adultery,  they  brought  forth  tithes/'  For  OfFa  kil- 
ling Ethelbert,  gave  a  tenth  of  his  goods  to  pacify  his 
ghoft.  And  Edgar,  being  greatly  in  love  with  Ethel- 
wald's  wife,  to  obtain  his  end,  murdered  him ;  upon 
which  t^e  Pope  fending  forth  his  bull,  Edgar,  to  ap- 
peafe  him,  confirmed  to  the  church  the  tenth  of  all 
the  fruit  of  his  field  and  cattle,  to  them  and  their  fuc- 
ceflbrs.  And  as  murder  and  whoredom  introduced 
them,  fo  the  cunning  and  covetoufnefs  of  the  clergy 
have  continued  them :  for  when  the  heptarchy  became 
a  monarchy,  the  priefts  evermore  would  thruft  in  for 
a  fhare  with  the  conqueror ;  and  this  wrong  way  came 
tithes  to  be  the  priefts  right,  as  he  calls  it. 

But  let  this  pretended  Proteftant  anfwer  me,  if  he 
dare : 

Was  the  church  then  degenerated  or  no  ?  Was  it 
not  a  time  of  popery  ?  Did  not  the  firft  martyrs  except 
againft  her  ?  Was  it  lawful  for  princes  to  give  away 
other  men's  goods,  upon  the  account,  and  for  the 
pretended  expiation,  of  their  fins  ? 

Could  the  giving  of  them  atone  ?  Is  it  not  acknow- 
ledging of  the  Pope's  power  to  abfolve  ?  Is  it  not  a 
buying  or  bribing  ofi^  the  guilt  of  fin  againft  Almighty 
God,  by  gifts  to  a  mortal  man,  and  thofc  extorted 
from  poor  people  too  ?  Is  this  Proteftant  dodtrine  ? 
But,  above  all,  is  this  inftituting  tithes  upon  infpira- 
tion  ?  Hell  her  own  felf  was  the  foundrefs  of  thefc 
things  ^  He  may  remember  that  there  is  better  anti- 
quity for  that  voice,  which  the  ancients  report  to  have 
been  heard  that  day  Conftantine  conferred  thofe  large 

•  Seldcn,  pt  67.        « Bp.  Jewel  on  Hagg.  Hodie  vcncnum  infufam 

in  £ccl. 

endowments 
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endowments  upon  the  church,  than  for  the  inftitUtion 
of  tithes  and  rich  benefices ;  I  mean  that  voice 
through  the  heavens.  This  day  is  poifon .  poured  into 
the  church.  Since  which  time  it  has  been  obferved 
by  the  beft  princes,  wifeft  counfellors,  and  moft  mode- 
rate clergymen ",  *  That  the  enrichment  and  impower- 
*  ing  of  church-officers,  has  been  the  canker  of  the 
'  church,  and  the  moth  of  the  ftate.' 

It  is  not  my  bufinefs  to  write  an  hiftory :  but  I  re- 
commend to  the  inquifitive  reader,  Wickliff's  Re- 
monftrance ;  the  Plowman's  Complaint  5  Chaucer'$ 
Plowman's  Tale  ;  Walter  Brute,  and  W.  Thorpe's 
Examination,  in  the  Martyrology ;  Pareus  j  Hiftory 
of  the  Waldenfes ;  and  Jo.  Selden,  men  that  ought 
not  to  pafs  for,  or  be  reputed,  Fanaticks,  efpecially  by 
fuch  who  call  themfelves  Proteftants. 

I  fhall  only  fay,  firft.  That  they  were  the  people's 
wholly,  adly.  It  is  now  the  people's  labour,  more 
than  the  prieft's  land,  that  brings  the  increafe :  and 
men  ought  not  to  be  conftrained  to  pay  thofe  they 
never  hired ;  nor  to  labour  for  thofe  that  profit  them 
not.  3dly,  They  were  given  to  expiate  murder  and 
adultery,  and  uphold  an  idolatrous  clergy,  upon  Pro- 
tcftant  principles;  and  therefore  to  be  removed,  ask 
were  the  high  places  and  groves,  idolatroufly  dedicated 
among  the  Jews.  4thly,  Becaufe  it  is  moft  reafon- 
able  for  a  man  to  believe  according  to  his  own  con- 
fcicnce,  and  not  according  to  another  man's  confci- 
cnce.  *'  It  is  unrighteous  to  perfccute  a  man  for  not 
"  maintaining  that  religion,  which  in  his  confcience 
"  he  believes  to  be  falfe ;  as  well  as  that  it  is  the 
**  badge  of  a  falfe  religion  to  perfecute  for  mainte- 
"  nance."  5thly,  Though  they  may  have  been  con- 
firmed by  fome  princes,  yet,  confidering  the  end  to 
which  they  were  given,  to  wit,  for  the  maintenance  of 
a  certain  fort  of  religious  order,  now  exploded,  whofe 
fucceflbrs  thefe  arc  not,  (and  fo  the  ancient  conftitu- 
tion  broken)  we  cannot  fee  any  reafon  why  they  ftiould 

^  Cobhaa,  Bernard,  Tindal,  Frith,  Charl.  V.  Enip. 

remain ; 
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femain ;  unlefs  any  thing  commanded  is  to  be  obeyed^ 
becaufe  commanded^  and  not  becaufe  in  itfelf  law- 
ful. 

Two  things  I  cannot  but  obfcrve.    Firft,  That  he 
affirms,  '  The  clergy  of  England  have  not  a  tenth ; 

*  much  complaining  that  every  one  fnips  from  them ;' 
€iijus  contrarium  verumi  for  they  not  only  fnip,  but 
flice,  from  every  body  elfe.  I  commend  to  his  pcrufal 
a  pamphlet,  intituled,  ^^  Omnia  comefta  hBelo^*  where 
he  will  find  a  very  particular  account  of  the  revenues 
of  archbifhops,  bifhops,  archdeacons,  deans,  canons, 
prebends,  parfons,  vicars,  petty-canons,  finging-men, 
choirifters,  organifts,  golpellers,  epiftlers,  vergers, 
chancellors,  and  their  attendants,  delegates,  regifters, 
and  their  clerks.  Gentlemen  apparitors,  inferior  appa- 
ritors, proftors,  &c.  I  doubt  not  but  fifteen  hundred 
thoujand  pounds  a  year  will  be  the  moft  modeft  ac- 
compt  that  computation  will  admit  of;  which  is  but 
double  the  revenue  that  former  monarchs  have  had 
for  the  maintenance  of  their  family,  crown  and  dig- 
nity, their  civil-juftice,  armies,  navies,  and  coftly  em- 
baffies.  If  all  this  be  to  refemble  Chrift  Jefus  and  his 
apoftles,  the  fcripture  has  given  us  a  very  wrong  ac- 
count of  him  and  them. 

The  fecond  thing  I  would  obferve  is  this.  That  he 
has  the  ignorance  and  confidence  to  argue  from  the 
fuper-excellency  of  Chrift's  miniftration  to  that  of 
K1U)fes  J  *  that  the  maintenance  of  the  minifters  of  the 
<  gofpel  ftiould  proportionably  exceed  the  maintenance 

*  of  the  priefts  under  the  law.* 

AnJ.  But  certainly  he  is  one  of  the  firft  men  that 
made  this  wild  interpretation  of  the  glory  of  the  latter 
houfe  excelling  the  glory  of  the  former;  as  if  Chrift's 
Jioufe  were  outward,  or  his  glory  either !  Would  we 
have  one  outward  temple  figure  out  another?  as  if 
Chrift  fhould  bring  in  another  Levitical  law  to  excel 
that  of  Mofes  !  Certainly  the  New  Jerufalem,  after 
this  man's  rate  of  difputing,  muft  be  an  outward 
ftrufture  of  material  fapphires,  emeralds,  jafpers,  &c. 
But  there  is  a  Pope  and  a  Mahomet  in  his  belly,  whe- 
ther 
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thcr  he  knows  it  or  no  :  for  thefe  flefhijf  conceits  firft 
fet  thenn  to  work  upon  their  pompous  worfliip,  ncg- 
Icfting  the  holy,  pure,  felf-denying  and  fpiritual  reli- 
gion of  Chrift  Jefus  and  his  apoftles,  who  neither 
praftifcd  nor  fet  up  any  fhadowy  and  ceremonial  wor- 
fliip,  nor  fettled  themfelves  in  fplendid  livings,  *to  lead 
eafy,  quiet,  and  voluptuous  lives,  *^  Freely  they  re- 
"  ceived,  freely  they  gave;*'  not  as  our  adverfary 
ridiculoufly  underftands  it,  '  that  they  gave  their  mi- 
\  racles,  but  fold  their  preaching :'  the  fpirit  of  a 
pompous  antichrift  indeed,  who  pleads  for  Jiate  under 
a  felf-denying  gofpel  1  Chrift's  kingdom  is  not  of  this 
world  5  and  yet  our  adverfary  pleads  for  the  grandeur 
of  a  worldly  worfhip,  miniftry,  and  maintenance:  we 
may  allow  him  therefore  and  his  tribe  to  be  worldly 
Chriftians,  but  not  true  followers  of  that  Jefus,  who 
faid^  when  he  was  in  the  world,  "  I  am  not  of  the 
"  world  j"  which  leads  me  to  the  next  feftion  con- 
cerning the  miniftry. 

§•  4.  Of  Minifters  of  the  Gofpel. 

In  defence  of  the  church  of  England's  miniftry,  he 
tells  us,  (p.  70,  71,  73,  74.)  «  That  they  have,  firft, 
'  the  teftimony  of  their  own  confcience,  that  they  are 
'  furnlftied  to  that  office.  2dly,  The  outward  call  of 
•  the  church,  by  impofition  of  hands  and  prayers/ 

Jn/.  If  the  minifters  of  the  church  of  England  have 
the  teftimony  of  their  confcience,  it  muft  be  either  a 
true  or  a  falfe  teftimony.  If  a  falfe^  then  not  truly 
called,  upon  our  adverfary's  principles :  If  /r«^,  then 
infallibly  fo ;  and  confequently,  both  every  man  hath 
an  infallible  witnefs  in  his  own  confcience;  and  the 
preparation  and  call  of  this  witnefs  is  the  inward  call 
to  the  miniftry.  Now  how  this  can  be  without  reve- 
lation and  infpiration  I  know  not.  But  it  feems,  mi- 
nifterial  qualification  muft  be  judged  of  by  the  wit- 
nefs in  the  confcience,  which  is  the  overthrow  of  the 
prieft's  caufe  and  dodrine  :  but  I  deny  that  the  priefts 
acl  upon  this  inward  teftimony  i  for  they  are  afraid  of 
Vol.  III.  L  being 
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being  made  manifeft  to  the  confcicnce :  and  when  we 
urge  this  inward  manifcftation,  they  cry  out>  with  our 
adverfary,  enthufiafm,  familifm,  quakerifm !  but  if 
this  muft  be  the  alone  judge  of  qualification,  let  him 
for  Ihame  give  over  vilifying  our  public  labourers, 
and  incenfing  our  fuperiors  againft  us,  (who  honeftly 
plead  confcience  in  the  cafe,)  and  us  for  refufing  the 
national  priefthood,  which  we  believe,  in  the  prcfencc 
of  God,  angels  and  men,  to  be  not  fo  qualified.  For 
covetoufnefs,  bargaining,  dealing  their  neighbours 
words,  preaching  their  experiences,  not  their  own^  not 
knowing  experimentally  whereof  they  affirm,  nor 
turning  people  to  righteoufnefs,  but  perfccuting  them 
that  love  it,  and  daubing  finners  with  untempered 
mortar^  are  altogether  in  confident  with  it. 

For  the  *  laying  on  of  hands,*  it  is  well  known  to 
be  a  Jewifh  ceremony :  and  we  read  that  Saul  and 
-Barnabas  preached^  before  the  apoflles  laid  hands  upon 
them.  Befides,  it  is  not  every  body's  hands  will  ferve^ 
they  muft  be  men  infpired,  upon  our  enemies  conccf- 
fions,  and  not  every  foul  fift.  Nor  did  it  give  autho- 
rity j  but,  as  many  other  Jewifh  ceremonies,  it  was 
made  ufe  of  to  exprefs  that  mifTion  which  had  a  more 
inward  and  fpiritual  ground.  They  were  named  apof- 
tles  from  one  of  the  meaneft  offices  that  belonged  to 
the  temple ;  not  lord  primates,  lord  archbifhops,  lord 
bifhops,  may  it  pleafe  your  grace,  may  it  pleafe  your 
iordlhip,  right  reverend  fathers  in  God,  &c.  Thdc 
things  came  from  the  Pope^  and  thither  they  will  and 
muft  return. 

To  conclude :  becaufe  our  adverfary  tells  us,  that 
the  church,  from  the  days  of  the  apoftles,  has  had  a 
fucceffive  apoftlefhip  and  miniftry  to  confer,  whether 
he  will  or  no,  he  muft  imply,  '  that  there  has  been  a 
«  true  apoftolical  church  ever  fince  \  which  is  to  give 
the  lie  to  the  Holy  Ghoft,  that  prophefied  of  a  falling 
away,  and  a  great  apoftacy.     2  Thef.  ii. 

adly.  That  if  the  miniftry  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land be  lawfully  defcended,  and  are  fuccefTors  ot"  the 
apoftles^  and  fo  primitive  minifters,   they  muft  be 

apofto* 
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apoftolically  qualified :  but  they  are  not  fo  apoftoli- 
cally  qualified,  either  as  to  the  work  of  God  in  them- 
felves,  the  gift  of  the  holy  fpirit,  daily  information, 
the  cffcft  of  their  miniftry,  that  patience,  meeknefs, 
plain-dealing,  perfeverance,  godly  hofpitality,  conti- 
nual labour,  and  felf-denying  converfation ;  confc- 
quently  not  lawfully  defcended,  nor  true  fucceflbrs  of 
the  apoftles  and  primitive  minifters* 

Nor  do  we  think  ir  fuch  *  an  intolerable  prefump-' 
^  tion,  for  mechanicks  and  tradefmen  to  preach  the 

*  gofpel/  as  he  would  have  it :  for  we  well  remember^ 
that  thofewho  believed  and  followed  the  Son  of  God^ 
were  reproacjbed  by  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees,  the  learn- 
ed and  national  teachers  of  the  Jews,  for  illiterate  per- 
fons-,^  crying  out  in  that  day,  '^  Have  any  of  the  Ru. 
«  krs>  or  of  the  Pharifces,  believed  on  him  ?  but  this 
**  people,  who  know  not  the  law,  are  accurfed  ?"  It 
was  that  generation  that  called  him  and  his  difciples 
fo  often,  *^  This  fellow ;  away  with  this  fellow ;  this 
^^  peftilent  fellow,**  after  the  rate  our  adverfary  doth 
treat  us,  as  we  may  have  occafion  anon  to  obferve.  In 
(hort,  Peter  and  John  were  found  unlearned,  Ouze- 
lius,  in  his  animadverfions  on  Minutius  Felix,   faith, 

*  That  as  the  Gentiles  did  objeft  to  the  Chriftians  their 
^  rudeftiUy  ill  bred  language^  and  their  being  deftitute  of 

*  all  addrejs  or  civil Jalutatiotiy  calling  them  rujiicks  and 

*  clowns ;  fo  did  the  Chriftians,  by  way  of  irony  and 
^  contempt,  term  them  the  well-bred^  the  eloquent^  and 

*  the  knowing : '  *  This  he  proves  by  ample  teftimo- 
nies  out  of  Arnobius,  Laftantius,  Ifidorus^  Pelufiota^ 
Theodoret,  and  others. 

In  the  conftitutions  of  Clemens  Romanus^  (as  fup- 
pofed)  it  is  enjoined,  '  Abftain  from  all  the  books  of 

*  the  Gentiles/  Alfo  the  council  of  Carthage  had  an 
exprefs   canon   againft  '^  reading  heathen    authors :'' 

*  Johnvii.48,  49.  Mat.  xi.  24.  26.  6i.  71.  'John  ix.  29*' 
Ads  xxii.  22«  chap.  xxiv.  5..  chap.  iv.  13.  y  Cohft.  Clenu 
Rom.  lib.  u  Cone.  Garth,  dift.  37.  Cap.  Epifc.  Jac.  Laor* 
de  lib.  gent.  p.  40,  4x«    Card,  de  Sap,  Ub«  2. 

L  2  then 


i64      WISDOM    JUSTIFIED    of 

then  Ariftotle,  ^nd  all  that  philofophy,  which  fits 
priefts  at  both  univerfities. 

Gratian  hath  alfo  fuch  like  paflages  as  thefe,  by 
way  of  complaint.     '  We  fee  that  the  priefts  of  the 

*  Lord,  neglefting  the  gofpels  and  the  prophets,  read 

*  coniedies  or  play-books,  and  fing  love-verfes,'  &c. 

Cardan     tells,    *  That    Gregory,    though   a   Pope, 

*  burnt  feveral  lafcivious  Latin  authors,  as  Caecilianus 

*  AfFranius,  Naevius  Licinius,'  &c.  Nor  had  Plautus, 
Martial  and  Terence,  now  fchool-books,  efeaped  him, 
could  he  have  helped  it.  In  like  manner  Gregory 
Nazianzen,  the  father,  fupprefled  feveral  Greek  au- 
thors, as  Diphilus,  Apollodorus,  Philemon,  Alexis, 
Sappho,  &c. 

And  Petrus  Bellonius,  *  that  inquifitive  traveller, 
when  at  Mount  Athos,  where  lived  fix  thoufand 
%a^9hfoi  in  monafteries,  did  not  fo  much  as  find  (no 
nor  in  all  Greece)  one  man  acquainted  with  the  con- 
verfation  of  thefe  poets :  for  though  they  had  feveral 
manufcripts  of  divinity  in  their  libraries,  yet  not  one 
poet,  hiftorian,  or  philofopher.  That  they  anathema- 
tized fuch  pripfts  as  ftudied  poefyi  or  tranfcribed  books 
not  treating  of  religion. 

And  Dominicus  a  Soto,.*  ftrongly  pleads  not  only 
the  liberty  of  every  man's  teaching  any  good  that  he 
knows,  but  that  *  it  is  his  duty  to  teach  it.' 

Machiavel  afTures  us,  '  the  firft  promoters  of  Chrif- 

*  tianity  commanded  all  poets  and  biftorians,  which 

*  treated  of  the  Gentiles  vain  converfation  and   wor- 

*  fhip,  to  be  burned.' 

Farther,  concerning  the  illiteratenefs,  meannefs^and 
novelty,  which  the  Gentiles  objefted  againft  the 
Chriftians,  fee  '  Dr.  Cave's  Primitive  Chriftianity.' 

By  all  which  it  appears,  that  the  Quaker-preachers 
are  neverthelefs  orthodox  for  being  ignorant  in  human 
fciences ;  fince  the  moft  orthodox  preachers  have  been 

V 

*  Pet.  Bell.  obf.  1.  i.  c.  35.  lb.  40.        *  Dom.  Sot.  in  4.     Cent. 

dift.  5.  q.  I.  Art.  lo.  p.  154.  Mach,  difp.  lib.  2.  c.  5. 

generally 
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generally  fuch,  and  that  both  before-  and  after  the 
coming  of  Chrift. 

In  Ihort,  That  miniftry  which  is  experimental  and 
powerful,  for  the  turning  of  many  from  darknefs  to 
light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God,  is  the 
only  true  and  evangelical  miniftry;  and  fuch  an  one 
we  both  own  and  enjoy,  bleffed  be  the  name  of  our 
God  for  ever ! 


C  H  A  p,    y. 

His  fourth  chapter  confidered :  Quakery  (as  he  calls 
it)  no  Sadducifm,  as  he  would  fuggeft.  His  mea- 
fures  of  us  wrong. 

HI S  great  ill-will  to  the  Quakers  puts  him  upon 
flinging  any  thing  upon  them  that  he  thinks 
will  ftick ;  at  leaft  that  he  would  have  to  do  fo.  **  We 
muft  this  turn  be,  with  all,  Familifts,  Sadducees  j  but 
the  fierce  will  of  the  man  has  precipitated  him  into  a 
ftrange  miftake  :  hear  him. 

*  H.  N.  owns  no  other  inimortality  than  the  con- 
^  tinuance    of   hi«    doftrine ;    nor  judgment-feat  of 

*  Chrift,  nor  heaven,  nor  hell,  but  what  are  in   this 

*  life.  The  Quakers,'  fays  he,  *  do  the  like ;  for 
',  T.  Fofter  fays,  in  a  book  called  *  A  Guide  to  the 

*  Blind,'  *^  that  the  fecond  appearance  of  Chrift  is  in 
**  fpirit,  to  end  fin,  and  fihilh  tranfgreflion.'' 

Now  if  this  proves  the  agreement,  I  never  faw  the 
like ;  taking  for  granted  what  he  reprefents  H.  N,  to 
have  held ;  in  which  I  know  he  belies  him.  Is  there 
no  difference  between  faying,    *  that  Chrift's  fecond 

*  appearance  is  in  the  Spirit/  and  denying  '  Immor- 

*  tality,  eternal  judgment,  heaven  and  hell  ?*  O  hi- 
deous confequence  and  comparifon !  But  why  is  it 
fuch  falfe  doftrine  to  fay,  that  Chrift's  fecond  coming 
is  fpiritual  ?  Shall  he  ever  eome  fo  flelhly  as  before  ? 

*  P««  75^  76»  77>  78.« 

L  3  Is 
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Is  not  he  glorified  ?  After  what  manner  was  it  he  pro- 
mifed  to  come,  when  he  faid,  ^*  Some  ftanding  here 
*«  fhall  not  tafte  of  death,  till  they  fee  the  Son  of 
"  Man  come  in  his  kingdom."  Mat.  xvi.  28.  '*  I 
"  will  not  leave  you  comfortlefs;  I  will  come  to  you: 
*'  yet  a  little  while  and  the  world  fees  me  no  more  j 
*^  but  ye  fee  me,  becaufe  I  live,  ye  live  alfo.  He  that 
*^  is  with  you  Ihall  be  in  you,"  John  xiv.  17,  18^ 
And.  when  the  apoftle  Paul  faid,  "  Though  I  have 
*'  known  Chrift  after  the  flelh,  yet  henceforth  I  know 
*f  him  fo  no  more :  when  it  pleafed  God  to  reveal  his 
*^  Son  in  me."  I  afk,  if  this  was  not  both  a  fecond 
and  a  fpiritual  appearance  ?  Certainly  it  muft  be  ano- 
ther appearance  from  the  former,  therefore  zjecondi 
and  it  muft  be  a  fpiritual  one,  becaufe  it  is  unreafon- 
able  to  believe  that  Chrift,  as  to  his  bodily  appearance, 
icould  be  all  this  to  his  difciples  and  followers  y  there- 
fore, his /e(ond  appearance  is  fpiritual* 

And  for  judgment,  immortality,  heaven  and  hell  in 
this  life,  were  not  our  adverfary  a  fenfelefs  novice  in 
thefe  matters,  his  own  doftors  would  teach  him, 
^  That  there  fliall  be  no  other  judgment,  immortality, 
^  heaven  or  hell  hereafter,   than  what  every  one  has 

*  fome  meafurable  fenfe  or  earneft  of  in  this  life/ 
From  hence  he  is  fo  unjuft  to  us,  and  H.  N.  too,  as 
to  give  out  to  the  world,  *  We  both  deny  all  future 

*  immortality,  judgnaent,  heaven  or  hell/  I  have 
declared  the  utmoft  of  the  thing,  and  doubt  not  but 
time  will  make  him  greatly  afhamed  of  his  under^ 
takings. 

'  But  G,  Fox,  the  Sadducee,*  fays  he,  ^  holds,  the 
*  foul  is  apart  of  the  effence  and  being  of  God;  there^ 
^  for^  his  conclufion  is  unqueftionablei''*  or  to  that 
purpofe. 

I  am  very  ready  to  think  the  devil  grievoufly  angry 
with  that  good  man :  and  indeed  he  has  reafon  for  itji 
(if  J  may  fay,  that  the  devil  can  have  reafon  for  any 
«;hing  h^  does)  for  he  hath  flirewdly  brow- beaten  hia 
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caufe  in  the  world,  and  a  great  inftrument  has  God 
made  him  of  noble^  and  valiant^  and  durable  ads 
among  the  fons  of  men :  and  we  fliall  fo  much  the 
more  refpe6fc  and  honour  him,  by  how  much  untoward 
fpirits  feek  to  bear  him  down  in  the  minds  of  people. 
But  to  anfwer  our  adverfary:  How  comes  it  he  never 
quotes  when  he  cites,  I  mean  page  his  references  ?  Does 
he  think  we  are  bound  to  perufe  a  folio  to  defend 
any  paflfage  from  his  random  refleftions  ?  What  is  he 
for  a  man,  that  he  treats  us  fo  i  la  negligence  y  with 
this  contemptuous  negledl?  Does  he  conceit  people 
beholden  to  him  for  his  flanders  without  proof,  or 
that  any  thing  againft  a  Quaker  is  evidence  enough  i 
But  I  will  tell  the  man,  he  miftakes  G.  F.  for  the 
purport  of  his  words  is  to  fhew,  *  That  the  life 
^  God  breathes  into  the  foul  of  man,  by  which  man 

*  comes  to  live  to  God,  is  fomething  of  the  Divine 

*  Being  i*  not  that  the  foul,  as  a  created  capacity, 
without  that  infpiration,  is  a  part  of  God,  or  of  his 
Divine  Being :  and  fo  far  candour  (that  keeps  the  eye 
clear)  would  have  let  him  fee,  had  not  prejudice,  and 
a  defire  of  mifreprefenting  and  running  us  down,  hur-^ 
ried  him  beyond  the  bounds  of  all  moderation :  not* 
is  he  alone  in  the  matter ;  for  many  learned  rabbles, 
and  modern  orthodox  divines  (as  they  are  called  and 
reputed)  have  affirmed  the  fame.  Let  it  be  truth  for 
their  fakes,  if  not  for  his. 

In  fhort,  were  we  of  the  mind  he  would  have  peo- 
ple to  think  we  are,  of  all  men  none  would  be  fo 
miferable ;  what !  fufFer  in  this  world,  becaufe  of  ouf 
faith  and  hope  in  the  life  of  the  other;  and  yet  deny 
the  very  end  of  that  hope,  faith,  and  eternal  life, 
which  alone  bears  us  over  the  troubles  of  this  teitipo^ 
ral  one  ?  I  am  perfuaded  all  moderate  perfonar  will 
think  better  of  us. 


L4  CHAP. 
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CHAP-    VI, 

He  endeavours,  in  his  fifth  chapter,  to  prove  us  in- 
confident  with  the  good  of  civil  magiftracy.  Our 
adverfary's  reafon  too  Ihort  for  his  envy.  Swearing 
not  lawful, 

HAD  not  this  chapter  been  found  among  the  reft, 
I  might  perhaps  have  taken  him  for  fome  zealous 
churchman,  vexed  only  at  the  incrcafe  of  the  poor 
Quakers,  on  a  mere  religious  fcore.  But  when  I  fee 
him  wilftllly  miftaken,  and  purpofely  charafterizing 
them  enemies  to  government,  and  that  to  the  infecu- 
rity  of  civil  magiftrates,  I  perceive  what  he  would  be 
at,  and  that  nothing  will  ferve  him  below  our  throats. 
He  has  multiplied  words  unneceffarily ;  thefe  two, 
^  Hang  them,*  would  have  both  explained  and  per- 
haps gratified  his  mind  better. 

He  delivers  it  as  a  fundamental  of  the  Quakers 
religion,  '  That  they  teftify  again  ft  proud  and  lofty 
^  magiftrates,  who  rule  not  for  God,  but  for  them- 
f  felves:'  to  which,  as  a  dangerous  doftrine,  he  op- 
pofeth  the  apoftle  Peter's  exhortation;  "Submit 
^'  yourfelves  to  every  ordina^nce  of  man  for  the  Lord's 
f  ^  fake,  whether  to  the  king,  as  fupreme,  or  unto  go- 
**  vernors,  that  are  fent  by  him  for  the  punifhment 
^'  of  evil-doers,  and  for  the  praife  of  them  that  do 
*^  well ;"  crying  out,  *  Is  not  this  a  doftrine  fitted  to 
^  ftir  up  fedition  and  rebellion;,  arid  that  fuch  are  only 
f  magiftrates  in  our  account  that  are  righteous  in  our 
*  efteem.  If  a  magiftrate  be  wicked,  obedience,'  fays 
he,  *  is  ftill  due  to  him/ 

Anf.  True;  but  not  to  that  which  is  wicked;  for 
that  were  to  open  a  door  to  all  the  impiety  a  Nero 
could  be  guilty  of.  But  what  contradiftion  is  there 
betwixt  the  apoftle's  language  and  the  Quakers  ?  Caq 
any  fober  perfon  think  the  apoftle  Peter  exhorfed  the 

*  Page  99,  91,  02. 

chwrchM 
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churcKes  to  believe  evil  magiftrates  to  be  good  ones  ? 
or  prove  lofty  magiftrates,  who  rule  not  for  God,  fit 
to  be  obeyed  therein  ?  This  were  to  underftand,  as  if 
the  apoftle  meant,  that  fuch  as  rule  not  for  God,  pu- 
nifh  evil-doers,  and  praife  them  that  do  well :  a  con- 
tradiftion!  If  our  faith  be  dangerous,  the  fcripturc 
imift  be  in  queftion.  Muft  a  reproving  of  evil  be  a 
difbwning  of  magiftracy?  It  fcems  then  that  magif- 
trates are  not  to  be  reproved,  kt  their  pradices  be 
never  fo  exorbitant.  Is  there  no  difference  between 
our  diflike  of  the  unjuft  aft  of  ^  Julian,  and  our  re- 
bellion  againft  juft  authority?  If  /hewing  men  their 
evilsj  be  difrefpeft  j  and  a  reprehenfion  of  them  as  un- 
chriftian,  be  rebellion;  we  muft  read  reHglon  back- 
wards. But  God  deliver  all  magiftrates  from  fuch 
counfcUors,  and  us  from  fuch  enemies. 

But  that  which  is  very  remarkable,  is  the  contradic* 
tion  he  gives  himfelf,  and  the  injuftice  he  (hews  to 
us  J  who  in  one  page  fays,  '  We  would  deftroy  all  ma* 
^  giftrates,  not  of  our  own  opinion  :'  and  in  the  very 
next  gives  it  for  our  judgment,  though  with  great 
diflike,  *  That  magiftrates  ought  not  to  impofe  opi- 
^  nions  in  matters  of  religion;'  as  if  we  were  fuch 
wretches,  as  to  deny  that  power  unto  magiftrates, 
whigh  we  would  tyrannically  ufe  ourfelves. 

But  he  thinks  he  has  enough  againft  us  in  this  ex- 
preli^on,  *  All  governors  ought  to  be  accountable  to 

*  the  people,  and  to  the  next  fucceeding  rulers,  for  all 

*  their  aftions,  which  may  be  enquired  into  upon  oc- 

*  cafion.'     *  This  (fays  our  adverfary,  with  a  great  rant) 

*  borders  upon  treafon,  refpedting  his  majefty  the  king 
^  of  England.' 

Anf.  But  what  if  he  was  not  then  in  England^  but 
a  fort  of  people  that  hel4  ?his  very  principle,  and  who 
ha4  f^yorn  to  God,  before  angels  and  n^en,  to  main- 
tain it^  and  broke  their  folemn  oaths?  Was  it  not 
argumentum  ad  hominem^  to  luch  a  generation  ?  And 
does  not  our  adverfary  know,  that  there  are  eleftive 
^overnmenlfi  ia  the  worldj^  and  annual  choice  of  offi- 
cers 
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cers  in  our  own  country,  that  are  accountable  both  tQ 
the  people  and  their  fuccefTors  ? 

But  fince  he  has  brought  the  king  of  England's 
name  on  the  ftage,  upon  this  occafion,  I  fhall  briefly 
tell  him  and  the  world  two  things,  and  let  men  relilh 
them  as  they  pleafe.     Firft,  That  it  is  not  for  the  in- 
tereft  or  honour  of  his  government,   for  any  to  be 
over-officious  in  the  enlarging  his  prerogative  beyond 
thofe  bounds,  which  the  excellent  fundamental  laws 
of  England  have  circumfcribed  the  whole  government 
with.     No  prince's  crown  in  Europe  Hands  more  firm 
than  his,  upon  Englifh  law  :  the  law  gives  both  right 
and  might.     It  has  been  the  part  of  fuch  as  dare  not 
truft  their  lives  and  aftions  with  the  law,  to  whifper 
unlimited  power  into  the  ears  of  princes  j  but  their 
ultimate  aim  was  not  their  fovereign's  greatnefs>  but 
their  own  proteftion.     We  are  no  fycophants ;  yet  we 
fear  God,  and  honour  the  king.     Secondly,  It  is  not 
our  bufinefs  to  meddle  with  government ;  but  to  obey, 
or  fufFer,  for  confcience-fake :  can  our  adverfary  a(k 
more  ?  Several  of  us  have  been  the  faithful  fervants 
both  of  him  and  his  father;    and  God  knows,   our 
kindnefs  is  not  changed  with  our  religion,  though  it 
admits  not  of  our  former  way  of  (hewing  it.     And 
this  I  may  truly  fay  in  general,  that  not  only  our  prin- 
ciple leads  to  no  fuch  nice  and  bufy  meddlings,  but 
we  are  a&ually  unconcerned  in  any  fuch  things :  we 
fpeak  not  this  out  of  fear  or  flattery  j  the  truth  has 
placed  us  far  above  both :  but  knowing  the  world  will 
never  be  good  till  every  one  mends  one;  and  that 
God's  grace  has  therefore  univerfally  appeared,    and 
yet  doth,  in  the  hearts  of  men ;  it  is  bodi  our  defire^ 
duty  and  pradkice,  to  endeavour  after  that  holy,  righ- 
teous,  and  innocent  life  it  leads  to,  and  that  as  well  for 
Qthers  as  ourfelves. 

Of   SWJBARINO^ 

Qut  he  fays,  (page  93)  « inafmuch  as  we  refuib  to 
>  fwear  before  a  lawful  magiftrate^^  we  contradift  the 

*  word 
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*  word  of  God,  and  throw  away  the  greateft  tic  any 
^  prince  hath  upon  his  fubjeds ;'  infinuating  as  if  we 
had  been  dabbling  with  the  Jefuits  in  this  matter. 

AnC    It  is  ftrange  that  fuch  an  illiterate  fort  of 

*  mechanicks,  and  ruftick  rabbles,*  as  he  is  pleafed  to 
call  us,  (hould  hold  fuch  correfpondence  with  one  of 
the  nioft  learned  clalTes  in  the  world !  But  as  there  is 
more  difference  between  us  and  the  Papifts,  than  the 
Proteftants  and  the  Papifts,  by  how  much  the  Proteft* 
ants  have  many  things  that  are  Popilh,  and  we  have 
not ;  fo  have  I  ever  found  thefe  filly  thread-bare  flan* 
ders  to  be  the  refuge  of  (hallow  heads  and  weak  caufes. 
But  I  would  have  all  know,  as  I  have  elfewherc  ftid, 

*  The  ground  of  fwearing  is  either  through  diftruft  of 

*  honcfty  in  him  that  fwears,  or,  weaknefs  in  him  to 

*  whom  the  oath  is  made.*  The  firft  takes  in  all  the 
fwearing  that  is  now  in  the  world;  the  laft,  thofe  oaths 
God  condefcended  to  make  to  the  Jews.  So  that  it  is 
either  an  extraordinary  way  of  evidence,  to  awe  wit- 
nefTes  into  truth ;  or  an  extraordinary  way  of  promif- 
ing,  to  work  belief  in  the  incredulous.*  Now  incre- 
dulity and  difhonefty  are  both  unchriftian:  for  as  none 
are  Chriftians,  but  thofe  who  are  *'  buried  with  Chrift 
**  by  baptifm,  and  are  raifed  up  unto  newnefs  of  life;" 
fo  in  that  pure  law  of  the  fpirit  of  life,  "  Swear  not  at; 
*^  all,**  is  recorded.  And  fo  far  is  this  from  contradi6l- 
ing  the  word  of  God,  that  the  Great  Word  of  God 
hath  fo  enjoined  us,  for  all  our  adverfary*s  paraphrafe 
upon  it,  to  wit,  '  Swearing  in  communication;*  for 
the  fwearing  prohibited  was  fuch  as  the  law  allowedn 
as  Bp.  Sanderfon  well  obferves,  *  It  was  not  needful 

*  that  Chrift  fhould  forbid  what  was  forbidden  in  itfelf, 
^  or  was  always  unlawful ;  which  fwearing  in  commu* 

*  nication  was  and  is,  as  by  the  third  commandment, 
*'  Thou  ihalt  not  take  the  name  of  the  Lord  thy  God 


m  vam,' 


*  See  Bp.  Gaaden  of  fwearing,  Tbi  foundation  of  fwearing  now  is 
the  wickednefs  of  men,  P*  3^*  '  ^P-  ^*  Sanderfon,  De  Jar. 
Qblig.  p.  141. 

Chrift 
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Chrift  brought  forth  a  righteoufnefs  that  needed  it 
not;  for  that  grace,  faith  and  truth,  which  came  by 
Jefus  Chrift,  take  away  the  neceflity  of  an  oath.  Con- 
sequently fo  far  as  any  are  in  that  incredulity  or  diftio- 
ncfty  which  needs  it,  fo  far  they  are  not  the  followers 
and  difciples  of  Chrift,  nor  qualified  with  his  evange- 
lical righteoufnefs.  Indeed  it  is  a  fliameful  thing,  and 
very  diftionourable  to  the  Chriftian  religion,  that  they 
who  pretend  themfelves  to  be  of  a  Chriftian  fociety, 
fliould  be  fo  un-Chrift-like,  to  want  and  ufe  the 
fearing  and  affrighting  alfeverations  difpenfed  with  in 
fome  of  the  weakeft  times  of  knowledge,  by  which  to 
aflure  one  another  of  their  faith  and  truth.  In  fuch 
cafes,  where  is  their  evaAgelical  link  and  tie  of  unity  ? 
Certainly  a  true  Chriftian's  yea  fhould  be  yeay  and  his 
fiay^  nay ;  that  is,  in  anfwer  to  all  queftions,  whether 
k  relate  to  matter  of  evidence  or  promife,  they  fhould 
fpeak  the  truth,  and  mean  and  do  what  they  fay;  which 
is  enough. 

This  truth  is  fo  natural,  that  it  is  familiar  with  fome 
to  fay,  ^  1  had  rather  take  his  word  than   the  other's 

*  oath;*'  which  fhews  how  much  honefty  is  more 
credible  than  fwearing.  This  made  the  primitive 
Chriftians  not  only  refufe  to  fwear  by  the  fortune  of 
Casfar,  but  to  fwear  at  all,  telling  their  judges  in  their 
anfwers,  '  It  was  unlawful  for  a  Chriftian  to  fwear.' 
And  Bp.  Gauden  himfelf  afTures  us,  ^  that  they  were 

*  fo  ftridt  and  exaft,  that   there  was  no  need  of  an 

*  oath  ambng  them  :  yea,  they  fo  kept  up  the  fan<5tity 

*  and  credit   of   their  profeffion   among   unbelievers, 

*  that  it  wag  fecurity  enough  in  all  cafes  to  fay,  Cbrif- 

*  tianusjumy  I  am  a  Chriftian :'  and  that  if  any  urged 
them  farther,  *  they  repeated  this,  as  the  only  fatisfoc- 
<  tion  they  would  give;'  the  veracity  of  their  word, 

t  As  the  thief  in  Eflex,  who  robbing  a  Quaker,  in  companv  with 
another,  and  ufing  them  fairly,  defired  them  not  to  ftir,  till  they 
were  got  clear  of  the  road  t  upon  wlfich  faid  the  other  man,  *  V\\ 
f  fwear.'  Tou  ftjuear !  youHl  f^iaear  through  an  ati^il  and  hack 
•  again ;  nuill  the  other  promife  ?  Thieves  kwmf  hone^y*  t|u)ug^ 
they  do  not  fra&ifi  it^  <• 

M4 
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And  that  he  might  farther  (hew,  how  diflionourablc 
and  needlefs  a  thing  it  was  for  good  and  holy  men, 
and  true  Chriftians,  to  fwear,  he  brings  in  the  whole 
body  of  the  Effenes,  with  fcveral  wife  Heathens  and 
Chriftian  fathers:  indeed  it  was  a  primitive  maxim, 
Non  oportety   ut  vir  qui  evangelice  vivity  juret  omnino : 

*  It  behoves   not,  that  a  man  of  an  evangelical  life 

*  fhould  fwear  in  any  cafe.'  And  this  doftrine  was 
clofely  followed  by  Chryfoftom,  Theophylaft,  and  fevc- 
ral  other  ancient  Chriftian  doftors.  Nor  were  the 
Heathens  wholly  infenfible  of  the  truth  of  this  matter, 
as  Bp.    Gauden  farther   informs   us  out  of  Polybius, 

*  that  the  better  and  Ampler  ages  of  the  world  rarely 

*  ufed  any  oaths  at  all,  no  not  fo  much  as  in  judicor 

*  ture ;  but  after  perfidy  and  lies  increafed,  oaths  in- 

*  creafed,  as  a  remedy  to  reftrain  thofe  mifchiefs/ 
To  which  let  me  add,  that  fome  of  the  ancient  fages, 
Socrates  and  Xenocrates,  knew,  urged,  and  alfo  prac- 
tifed  a  life  beyond  an  oath. 

So  that  if  thofe  who  are  truly  difcipled,  •  redeemed, 
and  renewed  by  the  power  and  fpirit  of  Chrift  Jefus, 
need  no  oathj  nay,  that  it  is  a  queftioning  of  their 
veracity,  and  an  affronting  of  their  profeflion,  to  offer 
them  one ;  and  if  *  the  lying,  familiar  fwearing,  for- 
'  fwearing,  and  fraudulent  dealing  of  wicked  men, 
'  make  their  oaths  of  little  or  no  credit,'  as  faith  the 
bifhop,  out  of  Laftantius  and  Auftinj  certainly  it 
will  be  much  better  to  prevent  fwearing,  and  punifh 
lying  with  the  penalty  due  to  forfwearingj  which  fug- 
gefts  an  unanfwerable  return  to  that  familiar  objeftion, 
'  But  how  do  we  know  that  ye  are  thofe  honeft  men?' 
For  we  have  not  only  the  fame  anfwer  the  ancient 
Chriftians  had  to  give,  with  this  fevere  rebuke,  *  That 

*  ye  are  the  reproach  of  Chriftianity,  who  under  that 
^  good  name  aft  thofe  vile  impieties  the  nobler  Hea- 

*  then  judged,  and  the  loofeft  have  not  out-done;* 
but  we  have  this  farther  to  offer;  *  Difoenfe  with  our 

*  confciences  in  not  fwearing,  and  punifh  our  untruth, 
^  when  ye  find  it,  as  feverely  as  ye  do  their  perjury  ?• 

What 
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What  more  can  be  defired,  fince  truth-lpcaking  firf* 
fils  the  iawj  and  puniihing  falfe-fpeaking  fatisfies  it  ? 


CHAR    VII. 
Of  the  Light  Within. 

IT  is  matter  of  fad  complaint,  that  a  man  fhould 
write  of  fo  excellent  a  fubjeft  as  the  light  within, 
and  fhew  fo  much  darknefs  in  treating  of  it.  P,  99, 
101,  102,  103. 

But  left  he  fhould  fay,  that  our  uncertain  and  va- 
rious expreliions,  for  fuch  he  efteems  them,  put  him 
befides  all  faith  in  it,  we  fhall  endeavour  to  make  their 
confiftency,  both  with  themfelves,  and  the  fcripturcs 
of  truth,  appear. 

He  quotes  Tho.  Fofter,  in  his  *  Guide  to  the  Blind,* 
p.  I.  thus,  **  God  is  the  light,'*  p.  7.  as  a  man  for^ 
getting  himfelf^  ^  Chrift  within  is  man's  true  light  to 

*  walk  by:'  and  in  p.  9.  as  doubting  whether  that  would 
bold  water^  fays,  '  The  Spirit  of  Chrift  in  man  is  the 

*  true  light  and  guide  j  and  this  light  enlighten?  every 

*  man  that  comes  into  the  world.'  But^  fays  he,  // 
James  Nay  lor  may  bejudge^  our  friend  Thomas  (he  was 
fo,  though  thou  art  an  enemy,  and  a  mocker  of  his 
memory)  is  very  much  miftaken :  for  in   his  book  j:alled, 

*  A  Door  opened  to  the  Imprifoned,*  p.  2,  3.  he  fays, 
«  That  the  light  of  the  world  is  God's  love  to  the 

*  world  J  and  this  light  is  not  given  to  any  till  they 

*  come  out  of  the  world/  And  that  George  White- 
head, in  *  The  Seed  of  Ifrael's  Redemption,'  p.  20. 
fays,   *  That  the  light  within,  is  a  meafure  of  the 

*  Lord's  life  and  light.* 

Anf.  To  the  firft  quotation  there  can  be  no  caviFj 
for  it  is  plain  fcripture,  **  God  is  light,"  i  John  i,  5. 
And  it  was  the  apoftolical  mefTage  fo  to  preach,  "  That 
^^  God  is  lightj  and  in  him  is  no  darknefs  at  alU" 
John  i.  Q. 

The 
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The  fccond  is  alfo  moft  true ;  for  Chrift  is  man's 
true  light,  "  That  was  the  true  light  which  enlightens 
*'  every  man,"  &c.  And  that  it  was  for  man  to  walk 
by,  both  Chrift  and  his  apoftles  prove.  **  I  am  the . 
<«  light  of  the  world ;  he  that  followeth  me  (hall  not 
«  walk  in  darknefs,  but  (hall  have  the  light  of  life," 
John  viii.  12.  Again,  "  If  ye  walk  in  the  light,  as 
"  He  is  in  the  light,"  &c,  i  John  i,  7,  God  is 
light,  and  Chrift  is  light:  and  fince  there  is  no  know- 
ing of  God  or  Chrift  but  by  the  manifcftation  of  light; 
and  that  none  know  the  Father  but  thofe  to  whom 
Chrift,  the  light,  reveals  him ;  therefore  Chrift  is 
man's  true  light,  without  which  man  can  never  know 
cither  God  or  Chrift. 

For  his  third  quotation,  I  fee  no  contradiftion  in  it 
to  the  two  former,  unlefs  Chrift  can  be  without  his 
Spirit;  for  if  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  dwell  in  any  man, 
Chrift  dwells  in  that  man.  This  language  the  apoftlc 
tifed  to  the  Romans,  chap.  viii.  9,  10,  11.  "  If  the 
«^  Spirit  of  God  be  in  you."  Again,  "  If  the  Spirit 
"  of  Chrift  be  in  voii."  Yet  again,  "  If  the  Spirit 
**  of  him  that  raifed  up  Jefus  dwell  in  you :"  all  which 
zxtjynonymousy  or  to  one  and  the  fame  purpofe.  For 
ihame !  thou  a  fcholar^  a  Graciatiy  a  difputanty  that 
makeft  fuch  forry  cavils!  Might  not  tne  Jews  and 
Heathens  have  made  the  fame  exceptions  againft  the 
apoftle  ?  But  it  is  an  old  devil-trick  to  be-faint  and 
extol  the  holy  ancients,  whilft  they  hug  the  fpirit  that 
murdered  them,  and  with  it  perfecute  the  truth  in  this 
age:  fo  cunning  is  the  devil,  and  fo  blind  is  the  world. 
But  let  us  fee  how  much  more  honeft  he  is  in  his  next 
quotation,  than  rational  in  the  three  former. 

That  the  *  Light  of  the  world  is  God's  love  to  the 
^  world,*  I  find  in  James  Naylor's  book:  but  that  the 

*  Light  is.  not  given  to  any  till  they  come  out  of  the 

*  world,'  is  a  diredt  *  lie  to  our  principle,*  and  a  put- 
ting an  abfolute  *  forgery  upon  his  book:'  for  he 
fays,   ^  That  God  has  given  his  light  to  the  world  % 

*  that  therein  is  his  love  manifefted,  that  fuch  as  foi- 
^  low  it  in  its  leadings  out  of  the  world,  have  the  na- 

^  turc 
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ture  of  fons :  but  fonfhip  is  that  which  cannot  be 
had  whilft  in  the  world's  nature  j  therefore  they  are 
to  come  out  of  the  world's  ways,  to  follow  the  light, 
which  vifits  man  ill  the  world's  ways,  in  order  to 
bring  him  out  of  them ;  and  here  the  true  fonfhip  is 
received:'  fo  that  the  fonfhip,  and  not  the  light,  is 
that  which  cannot  be  had  in  the  world.  Now  what 
contradiftion  can  this  be  to  our  difhoneft  adverfary's 
hbneft  friend  Thomas,  who  faid,  ^  That  the  light  en- 

•  lightened  every  man  that  comes  into  the  world  ?'  Sure 
I  am  it  is  a  plain  inftance  of  our  adverfary's  difinge- 
nuous  and  injurious  praftice. 

For  G.  Whitehead's  words,  the  fubftance  of  them 
is  to  be  found  in  John  i.  14,  16.  **'The  Word  was 
**  full  of  grace  and  truth ;  and  of  his  fulnefs  have  all 
*«  we  received,  and  grace  for  grace." 

But  he  fays,  *  H.  N.  teaches  that  every  godly  riian 

•  is  God  incarnate,  and  Chrift  incarnate;  and  that  this 

•  is  the  dodtrine  of  the  Quakers,'  fays  he,  ^  I  prove, 
^  Firft,  becaufe  T.  Fofter,  in  his  '  Guide  to  the  Blind,' 
pag.  13.  faith,  *  The  light  which  is  Chrift  within,  is 
<  not  natural,  but  fufficient  to  falvation/  Now  I  ap- 
peal to  the  whole  world,  what  affinity  there  can  be 
between  H.  N's  words  and  Tho.  Fofter's.  Ts  God  in^ 
camatCy  or  Chrift  incarnate^  to  be  found  in  his  affer- 
tion  ?  Nor  will  I  pafs  my  word  for  his  right  quotation 
of  H.  N.  What  he  quarrels  at  here,  I  know  not. 
Would  he  not  have  Chrift  manifefted  within  ?  Or  would 
he  have  him  natural^  in  oppofition  to  Jpiritual  ?  Or 
would  he  have  his  light  and  fpirit  infufficient  to  falva- 
tion  ?  If  he  intends  any  of  ihefe,  he  crofles  exprefs 
fcripture,  blafphemes  againft  God,  and  fruftrates  the 
very  end  of  the  gofpel :  if  none  of  them,  why  was 
this  paffage  cited?  But  he  thinks  G.  F.  has  made 
much  for  his  purpofe,  who,  in  his  ^  Great  Myftcry,* 
p.  207,  201.  faith,  «  Chrift  is  not  diftinft  from  the 

•  faints ;  and  he  that  eats  the  flefli  of  Chrift  hath  it 
'  within  him.'  And  what  of  all  this  ?  Is  Chrift  divided 
from  his  faints  ?  Was  he  not  in  them  of  old  the  hope, 
of  glory?  t^  He  that  is  with  you,  fliall  be  in  you. 

^' And 
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"  And  at  that  day  he  (hall  know^  that  I  am  in  my 
^^  Father,  and  you  in  me,  and  I  in  you.**'  For  the 
other  part,  I  wonder  he  cited  it :  certain  it  is,  '*  That 
'^  unlefs  men  eat  the  flefh  of  Chrift,  they  have  no  life 
^'  in  them."  Now  how  a  man  can  be  faid  to  eat  any 
thing,  and  not  have  it  within  him,  is  a  diftin6bion  paft 
my  underftanding. 
But  Geo.  Fox  faith,  pag.  ao6.   *  If  there  be  any 

*  Chrift  but  he  that  was  crucified  within,  he  is  a  falfc 
^  Chrift ;  and  he  that  hath  him  not  within,  is  a  re* 

*  probate." 

Anf.  Our  return  to  this  will  be  very  (hort.  ift,  lBf 
Chrift  crucified  within',  he  does  not  deny  that  he  wai 
once  crucified  without  (as  the  fame  page  proveth)  as 
our  adverfary  would  infinuate.  2dly,  There  can  be 
no  falfe  doftrine  in  it,  unlefs  the  owning  of  Chrift  be- 
ing crucified  within  through  wicked  works,  neceflarily 
Ihould  imply  our  denying  that  he  was  ever  crucified 
without  I  from  the  danger  of  which  confequence  the 
fcriptures  of  truth  fufficiently  fecure  us.  Heb.  vi.  62 
"  Seeing  they  crucify  to  themfelves  the  Son  of  God 
'*  afrcfli."  Alfo  Rev.  xi.  18.  jdly.  And  that  fuch 
are  reprobates  in  whom  he  lives  not,  remember  that 
unanfwerable  paflage,  i  Cor.  xiii.  5*  "  Examine 
"  yourfelves,  whether  you  be  in  the  faith  j  prove  your 
"  own  felves,  know  you  not  your  own  felves,  how 
•*  that  Jefus  Chrift  is  in  you,  except  you  be  repro* 
*^  bates  i^'" 

But  fays  our  adverfary,  *  Ric.  Stubbs,  a  Quaker,  told 

*  ElizI  Wetherly,  That  the  Jefus  who  was  born  of  the 

*  Virgin,    and  died  at  Jerufalcm,  was  a  falfe  Chrift, 

*  and  an  Antichrift.'  But  this  needs  no  long  anfweri 
for  it  is  an  abfolute  untruth,  raifed  by  the  devil  within, 
and  his  envious  emiflaries  without,  to  bring  us,  the 
poor  defpifed  people  of  God,  into  infamy  with  all  who 
hzvt  any  reverence  for  the  name  of  Chrift :  and  God 
^ill  plead  our  innocency  in  this  man's  confcience,  by 
that  holy  light  which  he  blafphemOuQy  faith,  *  leads 

s  Col.  i.  27.    John  xiv.  17,  zq.    John  vi.  53,  54. 

Vol.  IIL  M  «  dowa 
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*  down  to  hell  and  the  devil,  carrying  man,  like  an 

*  ignis  fatuusy  into  bbgs  and  ditches,  caufmg  him  at 

*  laft  to  fall  into  the  pit  of  everlafting  deftrudtion/ 
For  this  I  would  have  all  the  world  to  know,  that 
God,  who  is  "  the  fearcher  of  the  heart,  and  the  trier 
*^  of  the  reins,  who  alone  iheweth  unto  man  his 
*'  thoughts,**"  is  the  Great  Spiritual  Lighty  John  i.  i. 
And  it  is  as  fuch,  that  he  fettcth  man's  fins  before  him, 
as  faith  the  apoftle,  *'  Whatfoever  makes  manifeft  is 
*«  light,"  Ephef.  v.  13.  And  faith  the  fame  apoftle, 
*'  Whatfoever  may  be  known  of  God,  is  made  mani- 
"  feft  within  men;  for  God  hath  fhewed  it  unto 
"  them."  Rom.  i.  19.  Such  as  bring  their  deeds 
unto  this  light,  may  know  whether  they  are  "  wrought 
*«  in  God  or  no.* "  And  for  this  end  hath  the  Eternal 
Word  enlightened  every  man  that  cometh  into  the 
world,  that  he  may  come  to  the  light,  and  walk  and 
grow  up  in  it :  for  as  all  have  given  unto  them,  out 
of  his  fulnefs,  grace  for  grace,^  fo,  from  his  fulnefs 
of  light,  hath  he  given  all  men  light  for  light ;  not  a 
mere  natural  capacity,  or  creaturely  understanding, 
but  that  divine  light  or  grace^  which  is  able  to  teach, 
fandtify,  and  govern  the  foul  to  God's  glory,  and  its 
own  everlafting  happinefs :  in  the  Word,  by  whom  all 
things  were  made,  was  life^  and  that  life  was  the  light 
of  men:  and  as  it  was  then,  fo  is  it  now,  the  con- 
demnation of  the  world,  that  '«  Men  love  darknefs 
*^  rather  than  light,  becaufe  their  deeds  are  evil." 
Some,  with  the  Pharifee,  prefer  their  formal,  literal, 
and  ceremonial  religion;  and  others,  their  pleafures^ 
paftimes,  and  worldly  honour  -and  profit,  before  this 
inward,  pure  light,-  and  law  of  the  fpirit  of  life,  the 
leaven  of  the  kingdom,  and  truth  in  the  inward  parts, 
which  frees  from  fin,  and  brings  into  the  heavenly 
liberty  of  the  fons  of  God.  And  we  do  teftify  in  the 
narrie  of  God,  that  it  is  only  by  this  meafure  of  that 
divine  fulnefs,  which  above  one  thoufand  fix  hundred 

k  Pfai,  vii.  9.     Jer.  xi.  20.     Amos  iv.  13.        *  John  iii.   2U 

^  Joha  xix.  14, 

years 
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years  ago  was  manifefted  in  the  flcfti,  that  any  man  or 
woman  can  ever  come  to  a  right  fight,  fenfe,  rclifh, 
and  enjoyment  of  the  bleffed  ends  and  effects  of  his 
gracious  appearance,  heavenly  gofpel,  mighty  mira- 
cles, holy  life,  death,  and  fufFerings,  his  powerful  re- 
furreftion,  glorious  afcenfion,  and  conftant  mediation 
and  interceflion.  And  that  all  knowledge,  faith,  and 
worftiip,  not  grounded  upon  this  internal  fight,  fenfc, 
and  operation  of  this  divine  meafure  of  grace,  light, 
and  truth  in  the  inward  parts,  are  but  hiftorical  and 
pharifaical;  making  up  but  the  Jew  outward,,  and 
Chriftian  outward,  who  are  not  children  of  the  free 
woman,  nor  heirs  according  to  the  promife.  And  if 
for  this  blefled  tefliimony  we  muft  be  thus  abufed,  dcr 
famed,  and  fet  at  nought  by  the  black-robed  rabbies 
of  this  world,  as  the  prophets,  and  Chrift  himfelf, 
were,  God  will  be  our  abundant  recompence;  who  is 
the  Author  of  that  good  reformation  begun,  and  will, 
I  hope,  be  the  Finiflier  of  it,  to  his  own  immortal  ho- 
nour, and  our  unutterable  rejoicing,  world  without 
endl 


CHAR    VIII. 
Of  fome  of  our  adverfary's  lies  and  flanders. 

HI S  next  chapter,  containing  a  fhort  account  of 
the  Quakers  pretences  to  immediate  revelation, 
hath  been  already  efFedlually  confidereds  only  I  fliall 
take  notice  of  two  or  three  particulars.^ 

Firft,  ^  That  he  would  have  the  fadnefs  and  dejec- 
'  tion  of  thofe  that  turn  Quakers,  and  the  zeal  and  flu- 
^  ency  of  thofe  that  preach  among  them,  to  be  the 
'  efFeft  of  the  hypochondria.* 

Anf.  This  Ihews  what  an  eafy  religion  our  adverfary 
live?  in,  )vho  yet  knows  not  the  terrors  of  the  Lord : 
how  unfit  is  he  to  warn  men  ?  Had  he  ever  known 

1  Pag.  107,  108,  109^  no.  III. 

M  2  God's 
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God^s  word  to  be  as  a  fword,  an  hammer,  an  axe,  % 
confuming  jfire,  and  everlafting  burnings  againft  fin 
and  iniquity,  the  pangs  of  a  new  birth,  and  how  hard 
it  is  to  become  a  true  difciple  through  the  daily  crofe, 
he  wo^ld  never  have  made  fuch  a  frothy,  dark,  and 
envious  conftruftion  of  our  ferious  convidtions:  but 
God's  fire  will  one  day  burn  up  his  peaceable  habita- 
tion ;  and  in  that  day  of  alarm,  he  and  the  reft  of  his 
jovial  crew  Ihall  know  the  meaning  of  thefe  words, 
**  They  that  pierced  him  (hall  fee  him,  and  all  the 
♦'  kindreds  of  the  earth  fhall  wail  becaufe  of  him." 

But  whatever  difeafe  we  have,  his  frequent  and  fcnfc- 
lefs  fcofFs  at  us,  and  our  holy  way,  ihew  that  the  ipleen 
is  very  prevalent  in  him. 

For  his  refledion  on  Edw.  Burroughs,  it  will  do 
him  no  harm  j  his  foul  is  with  God,  and  his  memory 
ihall  outlive  his  enemies  hate.  And  for  this  ranting 
fcribbler,  he  is  not  worthy  to  carry  his  books  after 
him. 

For  his  ^  Gentle-man  of  Newcaftle,'  who  affirmed, 

*  Some  Quakers  came  to  Kendal  church,  and  faid,  they 

*  had  a  commiffion  from  the  Lord  to  pull  down  the 
'  fteeple-houfci  and  another  in  fermon-time  to  pull 
^  down  the  hour-glafs,'  I  muft  tell  him,  that  we  know 
no  fuch  thing ;  and  if  it  were  a  fair  adverfary,  he 
would  have  told  us  who  this  gentleman  was,  and  who 
the  Quakers,  that  we  might  have  informed  ourfclvcs 
of  the  truth  of  the  matter;  though  we  have  great 
caufe  to  conclude  it  a  downright  forgery.  For  the 
other,  it  is  altogether  as  likely  to  come  of  the  fame 
ftoqk : 

That  *  the  wife  of  one  Williamfon  Ihould  call  Ja. 

*  Milner  the  eternal  fon  of  God,  at  Appleby,'  is  an  ar- 
rant falfhood ;  for  we  have  particularly  enquired,  and 
can  find  no  fuch  thing. 

That  *  a  woman  at  Weighton  in  Yorklhirc,  of  that 

*  goatifh  herd  (as  he  is  pleafed  to  call  them)   went 

*  naked  up  to  another  woman's  huftand's  bed,  and  bid 
'  him  open  his  bed  to  her,  for  the  Father  had  fent  her,' 
is  9  flander  hatched  in  darknefs :  we  deny  it  in  the 

name 
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name  of  the  Lord  God :  and  I  charge,  this  difingenuous 
man,  if  he  has  any  regard  to  his  reputation,  or  thofe  he 
belongs  to,  to  prove,  if  he  can,  the  truth  of  this  ftory. 
And  that  he  ihould  at  laft  call  this,  ^  A  tafte  of  the 
'  Quakers  deluded  dreams,  melancholick  fancies,  im- 
'  poftures>  injeftions,  everlafting  errors  and  deceits,* 
is  the  top  of  what  impudence  and  forgery  man  can 
well  be  guilty  of  againft  his  neighbour.  But  why  our 
goatifli  herd,  above  all  others  i  unjuft  and  uncivil 
man  !  Look  at  home,  for  (hamc !  How  often  arc  Qua- 
kers brought  to  ecclefiaftical  courts  for  uncleannefs  ? 
We  know  they  are  too  often  fummoned  there  for  tithes: 
it  would  be  almoft  endlefs  to  tell  the  ftories  of  both 
priefts  and  people's  wickednefe  that  follow  them :  ont 
would  think  that  no  church  of  England-man,  that 
knew  any  thing  of  the  prefent  age,  or  that  thought 
we  did,  could  believe  that  forging  one  unclean  lie 
^ainft  the  Quakers,  fhould  invalidate  their  religion, 
who  believes  his  own  to  be  true,  notwithftanding  thofc- 
numerous  inceils,  adulteries,  fornications,  concupifcen- 
ces^  murders,  lies,  perjuries,  diffimulations,  thefts, 
injuries,  and  fuch  like,  that  have  been,  and  daily  are, 
committed  by  his  dear  fellow-communicants,  the  fons 
and  daughters  of  the  church  of  England.  Let  him 
therefore  draw  in  his  horns,  and  leave  off  pufhing  at 
us  with  his  forgeries  and  defamations ;  and  repent  of 
this  ungodly  way  of  dealing  with  us,  that  he  may  find 
mercy  to  his  foul. 


CHAP.    IX. 
Of    Perfection. 

I  Perceive  the  man  would  fain  fay  fomediing  of  every 
controverted  head  held  by  the  Quakers^  thou^  as 
little  to  the  purpofe  as  may  be.  There  is  but  one  thing 
commendable  in  his  whole  ciiaptcr,  and  that  is- its  bre- 
vity. He  ftumbles  at  the  very  entrance^  and  never 
recovers  himfelf  to  the  end. 

M  3  *  The 
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*  The  Quakers  talk  much  of  perfeftion  from  fin  in 
^  this  life ;  and  that  they  have  already  attained  to  it/ 
^ote,  he  fcorns  j  his  word  is  credit  enough ;  at  Icaft 
he  would  have  itfo:  but  to  let  him  go  on,     *  This,' 
fays  he,  '  is  the  Pharifee's  litany,  "  God,  I  thank  thee! 
«  I  am  not  as  other  men  are."     The  Antinomian  li- 
tany; the  doctrine  of  Dell,   Saltmarfti,  Town,  and 
all  Antinomians  and  Familifts:  and  that  malice  and 
railing  perpetually  make  up  the  greatell  part  of  the 
Quakers  fpeaking  to  the  people/     But  what  of  ar- 
gument can  be  found  in  fuch  mere  aflertion  and  re- 
fle6kion,  I  leave  with  fober  men  to  judge.     He  neither 
underftands    Antinomians,    Familifts,    nor    Quakers. 
And  truly  I  am  ready  to  think  him  fome  raw,  un- 
fledged,   under  graduate,    who  by  this  effay  aims  at 
giving  fuch  a  proof  of  his  abilities,  as  may  indu6t  him 
to  fome  fat  benefice ;  or  elfe  one  that  thought  we  dc- 
ferved  no  larger  teftimony  of  his  ability,  honefty,  and 
difcretion,  in  his  endeavours  againft  us. 

In  fhort ;  a  perfect  principle!  we  plead  for,  and  prefs 
the  neceffity  and  benefit  of  man's  conformity  to  it: 
that  though  it  be  a  liiile  leaven,  it  is  able  to  leaven 
the  whole  lump :  that  this  grace  brings  falvation  from 
fin,  by  the  power  it  gives  them  that  obey  it  to  mortify 
fin:  elfe  what  a  riddle  would  thofe  fcriptures  make, 
that  fpeak  of  '^  Sanftification  throughout,  in  body^ 
"  foul,  and  fpiritJ"  That  "  He  that  is  born  of  God 
**  fins  not.  Old  things  are  done  away,  behold  all 
*'  things  are  beconle  new.  I  write  unto  you,  young 
*'  men,  becaufe  ye  have  overcome  the  wicked  one.  Be 
**  ye  perfeft,  as  your  heavenly  Father  is  perfect. 
•*  Unto  a  perfeft  man.  Let  us  cleanfe  ourfelves  from 
*«  all  filthinefs  of  flefh  and  fpirit,  perfecting  holinefs 
*^  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  The  God  of  all  grace 
^f  mak^  you  perfeft,"* "  &c.  Wherein  not  only  a  per-- 
feSlionfrom  ftn^  but  the  going  forward  to  a  perfeSl  man 

*  I  TbpC  V.  23.     I  John  V.   18.     Chap.  ii.  13.     Mat.  v.  48. 
Ppl^.  iv.  13,    2  9of*  vii.  1,    I  Pet.  Y*  19.  . 

in 
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in  Chrijiy  is  exhorted  to,  and  prayed  for;  therefore  not 
unobtainable. 

To  conclude:  We  do  not  teach  people  the  perfec- 
tion of  our  perfons,  but  the  principle  of  God,  and 
our  experience  of  its  converting  and  tranQating  pow- 
er. Ci?riji  is  ftro»iger  than  the  devil ;  and  for  this,  was 
and  is  he  manifefted,  "  To  end  fin,  and  deftroy  the 
"  works  of  the  devil ;"  a  dodbrine  the  church  of 
England  teaches  in  her  baptifm.  Nor  do  we  fay.  That 
every  man  is  perfeSi  from  fin* as  foon  as  he  is  con^ 
vinced  of  fin  :  no,  there  is  a  great  war,  a  lohg  wil- 
dernefs  to  travel  through,  many  enemies  to  fubdue, 
and  difficulties  to  furmount;  and  thofe  enemies  are 
rnottly  thofe  of  a  man's  own  houfe.  We  therefore  ex- 
hort all  to  wait  for  "  God's  arifing,  that  his  enemies 
*^  may  be  fcatteredj"  that  witneffing  a  vidtorious 
jftate  over  hell  and  death,  by  the  power  of  Chrift 
Jefus,  fuch  may  obtain  **  the  new  name  which  is 
"  written  in  the  Lamb's  Book  of  Life,"  and  promifed 
to  all  that  overcome :  which  is  far  from  that  ungodly 
ranterifm  he  would  faften  upon  us  and  our  principles : 
and  I  doubt  not  but  time,  patience,  and  our  blame- 
lefs  converfation,  fhall  difpel  thofe  mifts  which  malice 
and  ignorance  may  have  raifed,  to  darken  and  blemifli 
the  reputation  of  our  pradtice,  perfons,  and  principles 
in  the  world. 


M4  CHAP* 
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C  H  A  P.    X. 

• 

His  ninth  and  tenth  chapter  of  the  ways  and  arts 
that  the  Quakers  ufe  in  gaining  profelytcs,  with  the 
advantage  their  way  has  over  other  herefies^  ho* 
neftly  confidered,  and  briefly  confuted. 

'  rir^HE  firft  artifice/  he  fays  we  ufe,  ^  is,  to  come 

X     ^  ^^    fhcep's    cioathing.     Now   what   is  this 

'  Iheep's  cioathing,'  fays  he,  *  but  only  the  innocence 

*  and  purity  of  the  Chriftian.  dodrine?  When-as  their 

*  nnain  purpofe  is  to  devour  credulous  fouls.*  p.  ii7» 
Anf.  If  we  have  the  fheep's  cioathing,  and  if  the 

Iheep's  cioathing  be  the  purity  and  innocence  of 
Chriftian  doftrine,  then  is  our  doftrine  innocent,  pure, 
and  Chriftian.  And  fince  he  avers  the  doftrine  of  the 
church  of  England  to  be  fo  remote  and  oppofite,  this 
.  charaftcr  muft  neceflarily  imply,  that  her  doftrine  is 
hurtful,  impure,  and  antichriftian. 

But  what  have  we  feduced  people  to  ?  Drunkcnnefs, 
whoredom,  perjury,  wantonnefs,  idlenefs,  or  any  fuch 
ttnfeemly  or  irreligious  pradlice  ?  Let  him  tell  me  who 
of  us  are  kfs  fcrious,  lefs  moral,  or  worfe  livers  than 
we  were  before.  But  the  truth  of  the  matter  is  this  t 
Our  way  of  devouring  people's  fouls,  as  he  calls  it> 
is  that  which  hinders  the  hireling  priefts  from  de- 
vouring the  people's  pockets,  and  endangering  their 
fouls  to ;  who  '^  teach  for  hire,  and  divine  for  mo- 
**  ney,"  and  make  religion  but  a  ftalk  to  preferment, 
who  have  the  fliell  without  the  fubftance,  "  the  form 
*'  without  the  power:"  from  fuch,  in  obedience  to 
God's  Spirit,  we  have  turned  away;  and  becaufe  we 
have  dared  no  longer  to  put  into  their  mouths,  their 
covetous  fpirit  has  fwelled,  (notwithftanding  their  pre- 
sences) and  their  ftieep-fkin  burft,  and  an  arrant  wolf 
has  come  forth;  no  true  Iheep,  but  a  fheep-fleecer, 
land  a  fbeep-fucker  of  their  blood,  whofe  innocency 

and  patience  h^ve  plainly  proved  them  fych,    But  the 

wolf* 


I" 
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^volps  and  the  fox's  (kin  have  been  always  good  enough 
for  us!  Any  thing  to  difguife,  and  make  the  dogs 
fallen  and  worry  to  death !  Our  confcience  they  call 
enthufiafmi  and  our  folemn  confeflion,  coUufion  and 
equivocation  j  our  pcrfeverance  is  reputed  obfiinacy ;  our 
f\2L\nntk^  Jingularity  i  our  induftry,  worldly-mindednefs  i 
and  our  retired  livmgt  penuriou/ne/si  our  rebukes  of 
evil,  they  will  have  to  be  cenforioufnejs -j  and  our  difrc-- 
gard  of  company,  fride^  and  Jullennejs.  Whatever 
God  by  his  light  has  made  confcience  to  us,  there  are 
a  fort  of  men  that  have  fo  little  confcience,  as  to  con- 
Itrue  it  all  backwards  ^  rendering  us,  inftead  of  ho- 
neft^  confcientious  men,  ^  A  pack  of  fraudulent  cheat- 

*  ing  fellows :'  but  we  cannot  help  it  j  if  men  will 
rage,  they  muft :  their  fhame,  and  our  patience^  will 
the  more  appear. 

He  fays,  *  Our  fecond  ftratagem  Is,  to  bring  the 
^  people  out  of  love  with  their  paftors,  who  have  the 

*  care  of  them/ 

Anf.  I  know  not  a  Quaker  in  the  world  that  would 
not  adminifler  both  food  and  raiment  to*  the  worft  per- 
fecutor,  as  a  neceflicous  creature:  but  I  hope  they 
would  fufFer  unto  death  before  they  would  contribute 
cither  to  him  as  a  priefi :  no ;  God's  witnefs  in  our 
confciences  never  faid  kmen  to  their  miniftry.  They 
have  the  fcriptures,  true :  but  the  "  word  of  reconci- 
"  liation,  that  brings  to  God,"  and  of  which  they 
declare,  they  want.  1  know  that  fome  of  them  caa 
talk  well ;  fo  can  fome  mountebanks  and  comedians. 
Do  they  witnefs  the  truth  of  what  they  fpeak  ?  Their 
heads  know,  but  do  their  hearts  feel  the  operatioii 
of  that  truth  they  will  fometimes  in  words  declare? 
Have  they  travelled  the  way,  and  traced  the  many 
anxious  fteps  of  that  new  birthy  which  is  the  only  door 
into  the  heavenly  kingdom?  But  alas!  Oxford  and 
Cambridge  make  them,  and  their  parents  and  patrons 
f  refer  them :  a  good  round  maintenance  is  moftly  their 
aim  on  all  hands :  tell  them  of  the  neceflity  of  an  in- 

Var4  wprks   ths^t  it  i$  the  Spirit  of  God  that  only 

make^ 
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makes  a  man  a  minifter  of  God,  and  that  the  anoint^ 
ing,  which  true  Chriftian-men  receive,  is  fufficient  to 
their  inftruftion,  and  prefently  the  cry  is,  *  Donatifm, 
'  Pelaeianifm,  Familifrn,  Brownifmj  Jcfuitifm,  Qua- 
<  kerilm/  or  any  other  name  that  begets  jealoufy, 
undervalue  and  hatred.  In  fliort,  we  do  believe,  that 
the  fettled  minifters  of  the  world  are  fo  far  from  be- 
ing beneficial  to  people,  that,  on  the  contrary,  they 
cxercife  their  minds  with  a  fort  of  unexperienced,  un- 
authorized preaching;  leading  from  the  fecret  ftriv- 
ings,  difcovcries,  and  conduft  of  that  Spiritual  Minif- 
ter of  the  everlafting  covenant,  which  is  able  to 
bring  man  into  that  way  of  holinefs,  without  which 
no  foul  fhall  ever  fee  the  Lord :  and  this  is  the  true 
reafon  why  we  are  turned  unto  God's  Minifter,  Chrift 
Jefus,  who  fays,  "  Learn  qf  me:"  of  whom  God  faid, 
**  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  hear  bim  j'^  and  rejeft  the 
miniftry  of  man. 

^  Our  third  artifice,'  by  whigh  he  fays  we  gain  our 
profelytes,  is  '  denying  all  human  learning,  and  ufe 
^  of  reafon  :  that  we  are  the  moft  fottifti  and  ignorant 
^  fe6t  that  ever  appeared  in  the  world :  yet,  for  our 

*  own  turn,  we  will  be  nibbling  at  it,  as  G.  W,  in 
'  mentioning  a  moth-eaten  maaufcript,  mentioned  by 
'  Beza  in  his  annotations."* 

Anf,  We  have  already  faid  enough  to  defend  Chrif- 
tianity  from  the  abjolute  neceffity  of  human  learning, 
either  to  underftand  or  vindicate  it;  and  fo  falfe  is  his 
aflertion,    ^  That   fince  prophecy  has   ceafed   in    the 

*  church,  fecular   learning  liath  been  of  greate'ft  ufe 

*  and  benefit  to  religion,'  that  there  is  nothing  more 
true  than  the  contrary,  as  it  is  commonly  underftood, 

fromoted,  and  praftifed  in  the  world.  I  would  fain 
now,  how  many  rabbles^  Greek  and  Latin  philofophers^ 
yielded  themfelves  profelytes  to  the  Chriftian  religion, 
though  they  had  his  prefence,  rpiniftry,  miracles,  death, 
and  refurredion  amongft  them,  who  was  and  is  the 

»  Page  ifo.  III. 

Author 
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Author  and  Matter  of  it  ?  If  fucb  learning  be  fo  great 
a  friend  to  truth,  how  comes  it  that  the  greateft  things 
have  fallen  to  the  fhare  of  poor  and  illiterate  men ; 
and  that  fuch  have  been  moft  apt  to  receive^  and 
boldeft  to  fufFer  for  it  ?  Why  not  rahbiet^  rather  than 
fifier-men^  which  was  before  the  pouring  out  of  the 
fpirit  of  prophecy?  and  for  what  reafon  (hould  fo  many 
learned  a^ademiesy  fince  the  pretended  ceafing  of  it,  fa} 
be  overrun  with  fuch  foul  idolatries,  grofs  fuperftitions, 
and  flagitious  living,  as  1200  years  paft  will  witnefs. 
Nay,  on  the  occafion  of  any  reformation,  with  whom 
is  there  more  to  do,  and  who  harder  to  be'  brought  to 
yield,  than  univerfities  have  been?  Scripture  and  ftory 
give  it  clear  againft  him. 

Not  that  I  would  be  thought  to  oppofe  all  forts  of 
learning,  neither:  it  has  been  man's  erring  from  his 
Divine  Guide,  that  has  made  way  for  thofe  numerous 
thefes,  diftindions,  books,  and  controverfies,  the  world 
for  ages  hath  been  infefled  with.  Such  are  the  ob- 
fcure,  unintelligible,  and  unprofitable  metaphyjicks  oi 
the  heathen,  too  greedily  received,  and  mifchievoully 
increafed,  by  fathers^  councils ^  JchooUmeriy  and  our 
modern  univerfities ^  to  the  corrupting  of  Chriftian  doc- 
trine, and  difputing  away  the  benefit  of  Chriftian  life. 
An  unbounded  curiofity  and  fancy  have  been  the 
womb  that  hath  brought  forth  fo  much  troublefomc 
and  unprofitable  matter,  which  began  with  a  degene- 
ration of  philofophers ;  true  philofophy,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  it,  being  no  more  than  *  the  way  of  holy 
*  living,  b)^  the  mortification  of  paflions.'  But  learn- 
ing, as  religion,  failing  by  corruption  of  men,  is  now 

(a)  But  why  is  it  ceafed?  Becaufe  ceafed  to you^  Tons  of  the  night? 
Did  not  Chrift  promife  to  be  with  his  to  the  end?  Either  that  is  not 
fo,  or  his  being  with  them  endues  them  not  with  the  fpiric  of  pro*' 
phecy:  was  it  not  apoftoiicaU  and  in  the  firil  churches?  Why  not 
nouj?  Is  it  lefs  loanted?  Is  Chriil  not  that  to  his  church  he  nuasf 
A  blind  argument  indeed !  Becaufe  the  prielb  of  mafC%  making  have 
it  not»  therefore  none  have  it.  *'  I  will  pour  out  my  Spirit  upon 
*'  thee,  and  upon  thy  feed,  and  thy  feed's  feed  unto  dl  generations.^^ 

16.  V,  9. 

degc- 
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degenerated  into  quite  another  thing.     Socrates  taught 
proper  fpeech^  and  good  life^    and  fuck  a  courfe  of 
learning  as  turned  to  daily  praAice  and  profit;    fe- 
verely  forbidding  all  curiofities  and  niceties^  as  what 
turned  not  to  good  life,   which  he  reputed  the  beit 
fcience ;  and  Plato  would  have  the  foets  banifhed  out 
of  his  commonwealth,  as  corrupting  it  with  fables: 
thus  was  learning,  as  religion,  once  pure  and  fimpk. 
In  Ihort,  all  right  learning  is  to  be  aivided  into  thcfc 
two,   true  knowledge^    and  proper  language,  (b)     This 
knowledge  relates,  firft,  to  God,  and  that  is  only  to 
be  received  from  the  Spirit  of  God :   and,  fecondly, 
the  things  of  this,  life  ^  and  therein  the  fpirit  of  man 
has  a  large  field  to  a6t  in,  to  the  enlargement  of  its 
own  underftanding,  and  benefit  of  the  whole  creation, 
as  fubjed  to  God's  grace  i  as  knowing  the  nature  and 
order  of  things  in  the  creation,  building,  improvement 
of  land,    medicine,   chirurgery,   traffick,   navigation^ 
hiftory,  government,  with  many  other  honeft>  ufeful, 
and  profitable  arts  and  inventions,  for  the  help  and 
good  of  mankind.     And  if  man  had  kept  in  God's 
counfel,  the  many  fuperfluous  and  unneceffary  arts  and 
inventions   that  are  in  the  world,    had  never  been; 
brought  forth  by  him ;  and  time  will  work  them  out^ 
as  it  brought  them  in  \  fo  that  what  is  plain,  honeft,^ 
fcrviceable,   and  of  good  report,   Ihall  be  preferved 
for  the  good  of  the  creation. 

As  for  language^  it  mufi:  be  granted  that  there  is  a 
propriety  and  decency  in  language :  but  as  men  have 
followed  the  outjide  of  religion^   and  left  the  Jubftance 

(h)  Thef^  men  were  only  verfed  in  their  o^n  tongaes :  they  were 
many  of  them  mechanicks  and  tradeiinen :  anfwering,  among  the 
QentihtSf  to  the  prophets  and  apoftles  among  the  yews  and  Ckrifttan^ 
(though  far  ihort  of  them.)  So  that  learning  and  philofophy^  liko 
to  religiony  are  now  fo  changed,  the  ancients  would  be  at  a  lois  ta 
know  them  :  another  thing  has  poflefled  itfelf  of  the  name  of  each; 
for  to  be  a  philofopher,  or  lover  of  wifdom,  which  was  <*  to  eichew 
^  all  evil  ;'^  and  learningt  which  was  **  to  unlearn  cvtry  ill  things" 
«8  Socrates  faid,  ar&  now  turned  to  dark  and  unprofitable  conteHs^ 
elaborate  and  onferviceabtp  fiudie»,  to  fiuff  mei^s  heads, 

behind^ 
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behind,  fo  have  they  done  with  reaming:  they  have 
negleded  matter^  the  mofl:  beneficial  part  of  learning, 
and  devoted  thennfelves  to  an  excefs  of  ?inc Jpeaking  % 
of  which  bilhop  Wilkins,  in  his  '  Real  Charafter,' 
complains  not  without  a  caufe,  when  he  fays,  *  That 
^  this  grand  impollure  of  phrafing  hath  eaten  out  all 
^  folid  learning/ 

Yet  language  is  very  convenient  for  mens  converfe 
with  books  and  nations  of  a  different  tongue ;  how- 
ever, we  utterly  deny  them  to  be  abfolutely  neceflary 
to  the  true  knowledge  of  the  myfteries  of  God*s  king- 
dom. So  that  the  true  Englifli  of  the  Quakers  deny- 
ing all  reafon  and  learning,  is  this ;  we  rc?ufe  to  com- 
mend or  praftifc  unneceflary  ftudies,  nice  controver- 
fies,  voluminous  and  intricate  difputations,  obfcurity 
of  language,  affeftednefs  of  ftile,  excefs  of  elegancy i 
believing,  that  learning,  as  well  as  religion,  ftands  in 
need  both  of  great  purging  and  reducing :  and  that 
thofe  fubjefts  and  employments  which  are  moft  fer- 
viceable  and  beneficial  to  mankind,  and  agreeable  to 
God's  grace,  digefted  into  eafy  and  familiar  methods, 
and  treated  on  in  the  plain  and  ordinary  way  of  fpeak- 
ing,  bell  deferve  man's  time  and  regard.  And  for 
his  refleftion  upon  G.  Whitehead,  it  no  farther  de- 
ferves  our  notice,  than  that  he  flung  a  greater  upon 
Beza,  whofe  learning  he  makes  a  little  too  bold  with. 
To  fay  no  more  of  his  mofb-eafen-manufcripts  than  this. 
That  the  beft  copies  he  has  had  for  his  rule,  have 
been  near  a-kin  to  fuch  motb-eaten'manujcrifts  j  and  if 
fuch  a  manufcript  was  the  holy  fcripture,  as  I  believe 
it  was,  he  was  too  bold  and  irreverent,  as  well  as  un- 
wary and  foolifh,  in  calling  it  a  motb-eaten-Jcrtpture^ 
thereby  implying  it  to  be  a  mot b-eaten  rule  i  not  that  I 
take  it  to  be  bis  rule,  who  has  fo  fearfully  erred  and 
ftrayed  from  the  holy  precepts  and  exhortations  of  it. 

The  fourth  thing  by  which  he  reports  us  to  profe- 
lyte  people  is,  '  To  deceive  and  affociate  firft  with 
*  women,  therein  imitating  the  devil/ 

Anf,  Firft,  we  deny  it,  as  being  like  the  reft  of  his 
idle  ftories,   and  thofe  that  not  only  in  the  primitive 

times 
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times  by  the  Heathen,  but  in  feveral  ages  Cnce,  and 
degrees  of  breaking  forth  of  tnith  and  reformation 
from  apoftate  generations,  have  been  by  them  faftened 
tipon  the  fincere  profeflbrs  thereof;  as  Waldenfes,  Lol- 
lards, Hugonots,  and  Proteftants  themfelves,  in  their 
firft  day,  as  well  as  more  modern  Diflenters.  We 
muft  take  our  fhare  •,  it  is  no  new  nor  ftrange  thing* 

But  fyppofing  it  to  be  true,  that  our  endeavours 
are  firft  direfted  towards  the  women,  I  fee  no  evil  ia 
our  begitining  to  undeceive,  where  the  devil  began  to 
deceive.  If  they  are  fo  eafy  to  be  perfuaded,  why  not 
to  good  as  well  as  to  evil  ?  But  thefe  idle  (hifts,  and 
pitiful  evafions,  deferve  rather  to  be  difdaincd  than 
confidered. 

Laftly,  (page  125,  126,  127.)  '  For  our  pretending 

*  to  higher  degrees  of  holineis,  and  cracks  and  boafts 
«  of  inspirations,  with  our  bewitching  language,  which 

*  is  nothing  but  canting,  and  fcripture  phrafe  fitted 

*  to  feminine  fancies  •,  by  which,'  he  fays,  '  we  have 

*  the  advantage  of  all  other  herefiessfc^'  I  return  thus 
much : 

Anf.  It  is  our  faith,  that  God,  who  made  heaven 
and  earth,  will  judge  the  fecrets  of  all  men  by  Jefus 
Chrift  i  fo  that  it  is  not  only  my  duty,  but  my  inte- 
reft,  to  fpeak  the  truth  of  my  confcience  in  this  mat- 
ter. We  dare  pretend  to  no  higher  degree  than  we 
have  attained i  but  we  muft  make  a  difference  between 
what  we  were  whilft  under  the  miniftry  of  man,  and 
what  we  are  fince  our  being  turned  to  God's  powerful 
word  in  the  heart,  Chrift's  miniftry :  we  fhould  be 
falfe  to  God,  injurious  to  our  neighbour,  and  fmother 

fcj  Rainerios  the  monk,  and  a  terrible  enemy  to  the  poor  Walden- 
fes, made  the  fame  complaints  again  ft  them.  *  They  ufed/  fays  he, 
'  to  teach  iirfl  what  the  difciples  of  Chriil  ought  to  be,  and  that 

*  none  are  his  difciples,  iut  they  that  imitate  hts  life:  and  that  the 

<  popes,  cardinals,    &c.    becauie  they  live   in  pride,    avarice,  and 

*  fuxory,  &c«  are  not  the  lawful  [^fucceiTors  of  Chrift,  in  that  they 

<  walk  not  up  to  his  commandments.     Thus,'  fays  the  monk,  '  they 
«  win  upon  the  people.'    f.  P.  Pet.  Hift.  Waid. 

and 
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and  belie  our  own  conviftions,  if  we  fhould  not  fay, 

*  That  we  have  found  cfur  Judge  near  us,  our  Guide, 

*  Lawgiver,  and  Rule  very  nigh  unto  us;'  and  thofc 
infirmities,  temptations,  and  corruptions.  Cod  has, 
by  this  heavenly  grace,  given  us  power  againft;  by 
which  we  have  known  that  mortification  of  fin,  and 
conformity  to  the  will  of  God,  which  the  utmoft  of 
our  former  profefiion  could  never  free  us  from*  And 
if  this  plain  and  Chriftian  confeffion  muft  be  called 
by  all  thofe  hard  names  our  adverfary  finds  for  our 
honeft  intentions,  we  muft,  as  we  have  done,  recom- 
mend our  caufe  to  God,  and  his  holy  witnefs  in  all 
confciences,  and  him  to  be  judged  by  him ;  to  whom 
we  defire  to  ftand  and  fall  in  all  we  fay,  do,  and  take 
in  hand ;  to  whpm  alone  we  owe  the  honour  of  our 
experiences  and  prefcrvations. 

However,  the  irreverence  of  the  man  deferves  both 
our  notice,  and  the  reproof  of  all  that  read  him: 
what!  Is  fcripture-language  become  a  cantj  and  a 
fober  and  feafonable  ufe  of  it,  canting  fitted  to  femi- 
nine fancies?  But  we  think  it  not  more  his  folly, 
contradiftion,  and  blafphemy,  to  fpeak  with  that  con- 
tempt of  the  holy  fcriptures,  and  his  pretended  rule^ 
than  an  advantage  he  gives  our  caufe,  to  tell  the  world, 

*  That  of  all  others,  the  Quakers  fpeak  and  preach 

*  the  fcripture-dialeft.'  But  it  is  the  mother-tongue 
of  fuch  frothy  minds  fo  to  profane ;  and  for  all  their 
pretended  refpedl  to  the  holy  fcriptures,  the  fpirit  and 
life  that  belong  unto  them,  are  made  but  matter  of 
jeer  and  mockery :  they  would  not  be  thought  to  un- 
dervalue Chrift,  the  fcripture,  nor  his  religion,  but 
with  the  height  of  formality  feem  to  reverence  and 
applaud  them  all,  yet  perfecute  to  the  death  thofc 
that  are  his  holy  off^spring  by  the  fpirit  of  regenera- 
tion; which  fhews  their  etteem  of  Chrift,  fcripture, 
and  religion,  to  be  but  a  kind  of  blindfold  refpeft; 
and  that  indeed  their  very  fpirits  turn  within  them 
againft  that  which  is  truly  Chrift-like,  fcriptural,  and 
religious.  The  devil  ever  underftood  his  intercft  bet- 
ter^ 
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tcr,  than  to  perfecute  truth  upder  that  name ;  yet  fof 
all  his  fair  pretences  to  faintfhip,  he  conftantly  became 
a  fierce  devourer  of  thofe  that  have  been  the  children 
of  the  truth :  and  I  may  truly  fay  to  this  oppofcr,  that 
for  all  his  religion,  learning,  church-communion,  and 
that  Itir  he  maketh  againft  us,  as  a  crew  of  hereticks 
and  impoftors,  he  knows  not  what  fpirit  he  is  of^  who 
has  writ  a  book  rather  to  abufe  than  inform  us,  and 
inftigate  the  civil  magiftrate  to  deftroy  us,  than  by 
folid  argument  to  refute  or  reclaim  us.  He  that  has 
but  half  an  eye  may  fee  his  aim  was  not  fo  much  our 
converfion,  as  difgrace,  and,  if  poffible,  our  uttef 
ruin;  but  till  our  adverfary's  labours  prove  as  dan- 
gerous to  us,  as  his  defign  (no  doubt)  was  wicked, 
we  have  little  caufe  to  dread  the  fuccefs  of  his  at- 
tempts. 

And  that  he  may  fee  a  little  of  himfelf,  if  he  thinks 
himfelf  worth  looking  upon,  let  him  be  pleafed  to 
take  a  view  of  fome  of  thofe  many  reviling,  fcoffing, 
rude,  and  contemptuous  epithets  he  is  pleafed  to  bc- 
ftow  on  us,  an  entire  body  of  people :  *  Heretical  ge- 

*  neration  of  Quakers;  (laves  to  pride,  covetoufnefs, 
'  luft;  poflefled  by  the  devil,  and  a  diabolical  Ipirit; 

*  apoftates,  fanaticks,  fpiritualifts;  black,  impure 
'  hearts  and  mouths;  bewitched  with  their  forceries 

*  and  inchantments;  impertinent  cavilling  fellows;  re- 

*  bellious  Quakers;  cheats,  and  mountebanks;  i 
^  beaftly[and  quaking  generation;  jugglers;  quaking 
'  and  impudent  hereticks;  a  fottifti  feft;  illuminado's; 

*  their  cheats  and  impofturcs;  enthufiaftical  hereticks; 
a  goatifh  herd/* 

And  of  our  principles  thus,  (d)  *  Their  light  leads 

*  to  hell  and  the  devil,  and  carries  a  man,  like  an  ignis 

•  Epiftlc,  p.  6,  7,  29,  32,  33,  35,  40,  41,  53,  77,  94t  206,  III, 
117,  121,  110, 109. 

fdj  BUhop  Sanderfon  highly  honoars  and  charadlerizes  the  ligit ; 
he  calls  it»  *  The  Eternal  Law  of  Righteoufnelsy  and  a  rule  fuffident' 
^  to  Good  Life/  See  his  book  id  Latin,  entitled,  Dt  Oilig.  Jwr. 
fromiffi 

*  fatuus^ 


< 
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*  fdtuuSy  caufing  him  to  fall  into  the  pit  of  cverlafting 

*  deftruAion :  who  are  led  by  this,  arc  made  obnoxious 
'  to  all  the  impofturcs  and  injedions  of  the  devil,  and 
'  to  lie  under  everlafting  errors  and  deceits.' 

To  all  which  I  have  no  other  anlwer  than  what  it  is 
to  itfelf ;  for  it  contains  that  charge  againft  its  author, 
that  I  fhall  leave  him  to  clear  himfelf  from,  both  to 
God  and  the  whole  world  j  only  I  cannot  be  fo  want- 
ing of  civility  to  the  perfon  he  dedicated  his  book  to, 
as  not  to  let  him  know,  that  it  is  unworthy  of  his 
quality  and  repute  amongft  men,  to  have  his  name 
ufed  to  the  protection  of  fo  much  rudenefs,  irreligion, 
and  abufe. 

I  cannot  think  fo  meanly  of  him,  as  that  the  en- 
deavours of  fo  fcurrilous  an  author  Ihould  excite  him 
to  any  feverity  againft  that  poor  people  he  has  fo  bafely 
wronged :  for  fuch  a  thing  were  not  only  beneath  that 
place  he  holds  amongft  men,  but  would  be  to  entitle 
himfelf  to  all  our  adverfary's  fhameful  mifcarriages, 
and  encourage  him  to  perfift  in  what  it  greatly  be- 
hoves him  to  repent  of,  which  God  grant,  for  his 
mercy-fake :  which  is  my  whole  anfwer  to  his  ill  treat- 
ment of  us,  and  the  worft  wifti  I  have  for  him. 


CONCLUSION. 

To  thofe  to  whom  the  difcourfe  is  dedicated. 

SINCE  then  it  is  fo  evidently  proved,  by  fcripture, 
reafon,  and  undoubted  precedents,  that  it  is  no  new 
or  unwonted  thing,  for  national  churches  to  be  de- 
ceived, (e)  notwithftanding  they  have  been  endowed 

(O  I  intreat  you  to  read  a  late  piece  of  Dr.  Cave's,  called 
*  Primitive  ChrilHanity,'  in  which  the  poverty,  fimplicity,ineaiinefs, 
manner,  and  place  of  worihip,  maintenance,  miniKry,  objefted  no« 
velty,  &c.  of  the  ancient  ChriMans,  are  related. 

Vol.  III.  N  with 
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with  power,  learning,  nobility,  wealth,  and  worltlly 
glory ;  and  that  it  hath  pleafed  Almighty  God,  in  the 
moil  (ignal  reformations  that  have  been  wrought  upon 
the  world,  to  employ  a  fort  of  plain,  fimplc,  and  illi- 
terate people  i  let  not  our  meannefs,  plainnefs,  and 
fimplicity,  be  any  argument  with  you  againft  uSj*  in 
the  mouths  of  that  decimating  tribe,  whofe  trade  it  is 
to  oppofe  that  reformation,  which,  in  confcience,  can 
neither  own  nor  pay  them ;  the  old  enemies  of  God's 
appearance  in  the  world,  who  therefore  dread  a  free 
and  univerfal  preaching,  btfcaufe  the  cngroflinent  of 
it  to  themfelves  has  proved  fo  profitable.  Be  Gama- 
liels at  leaft,  1  befeech  you,  and  fight  not  their  bat- 
tles :  *^  If  we  are  not  of  God,  we  cannot  ftand :"  and 
if  of  God,  "  they  muft  fall."  Leave  us  therefore 
with  our  fpiritual  weapons  to  decide  this  controverfy, 
without  interpofing  your  worldly  power.  It  is  ftrange 
that  we  (hould  be  fuch  ignorantSy  and  hereticks  too, 
whilft  they  blefs  themfelves  with  the  name  of  learned 
and  orthodox^  and  yet  dread  the  confequence  of  being 
left  by  you  to  2l  fair  field  with  us.  Are  not  their  uni- 
vcrfities,  bifliops,  and  dodors,  enough  to  filence  fuch 
illiterate  whifflers,  as  our  adversary  is  pleafed  to  call  us, 
without  the  argument  of  your  carnal  fword?  Certainly 
they  ill  deferye  fifteen  hundred  thoufand  pounds  a 
year,  if  ^t  U^you  muft  do  the  bufinefs  for  them :  what 
lefs  can  we  expeft  from  the  worft  of  perfons  and 
caufes  ?  But  as  this  employment  is  below  the  dignity 
of  their  office,  who  are  publick  magiftrates,  and 
much  too  narrow  for  that  univerfal  influence  it  fhould 
have  for  publick  good,  fo  remember  that  great  faying 
of  the  late  king,  to  the  then  prince  of  Wales : 

*  Always  keep  up  folid  piety,  and  thofe  fundamental 

*  truths  which  mend  both  hearts  and  lives  of  men, 

*  with  impartial  favour  andjuttice.     Your  prerogative 

*  is  beft  fhewn  and  exercifcd  in  remitting,  rather  than 

*  exafting  the  rigour  of  laws,    there  being  nothing 

*  worfe  than  legal  tyranny/     Again,    '  A  charitable 

*  connivance,    arid   Chriftian    tolefation    often  cjiffi- 
5  pates   what^   rougher    oppofitioii    fortifies:'    ;wfhicl> 

had 
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had  been  the  faying  and  counfel  of  king  James  before 
him.  It  is  a  fure  rule  in  divinity,  *  That  God  never 
^  loves  to  plant  his  church  by  violence  and  bloodfhed/ 
And  in  his  expofitions  on  Rev.  xx.  he  faith^  '  That 
'  pcrfecution  is  the  note  of  a  falfe  church/ 

*  Herefy  muft  be  cut  off  with  the  fword  of  the 
«  Spirit/  faith  Jerom.    *  The  church  doth  not  perfc- 

*  cute,  but  is  pcrfecutcd,'  faith  Hilary.  *  If  you  will, 
^  with  blood,    with  evil,   and  with  torments  defend 

•  your  worfhip,  it  Ihall  not  thereby  be  defended,  but 
^  polluted,'  laid  Laftantius.  I  will  conclude  with 
Chryfoftom ;  *  It  is  not,'  faith  he,  *  the  manner  of  the 

*  children  of  God  to  perfecute  about  their  religion, 

♦  but  an  evident  token  of  Antichrift.**' 

So  let  your  moderation  be  known  unto  all  men.  The 
Lord  is  at  hand. 

I  am 

A  friend  to  all  men. 

Who  would  have  vice  punijbed^  confcience  tolerated, 
and  righteoufnefs  eftablijhed^  whofe  end  is  peace  and 
aifurance  for  ever. 

W.    P  E  N  N^ 

The  1 6  th  of  the  5  th  month,  1673. 

'  Jer.  Pro9ffm»  lib.  4.   Hilar,  contr.  Anxent.   Laft.  lib.  5.  cap.  iq» 

Relig.  UriC  pag.  19a, 
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INTRODUCTION 


THERE  is  no  law  under  heaven,  which  hath  its 
rife  from  nature  or  grace,  that  forbids  men  to 
deal  honeftly  and  plainly  with  the  greateft,  in  matters 
of  importance  to  their  prefent  and  future  good :  on 
the  contrary,  the  diftates  of  both  enjoin  every  man 
that  ofEce  to  his  neighbour;  and  from  charity  among 
private  perfons,  it  becomes  a  duty  indifpenfable  to  the 
publick.  Nor  do  worthy  minds  think  ever  the  lefs 
kindly  of  honeft  and  humble  monitors  ^  and  God 
knows,  that  oftentimes  princes  are  deceived,  and  king- 
doms languifh,  for  want  of  them.  How  far  the  pofture 
of  our  affairs  will  juftify  this  addrefs,  I  ftiall  fubmit  to 
the  judgment  and  observation  of  every  intelligent 
reader. 

Certain  it  is,  that  there  are  few  kingdoms  in  the 
world  more  divided  within  themfelvcs,  and  whofe  re- 
ligious interefts  lie  more  feemingly  crofs  to  all  accom** 
modation,  than  that  we  live  in;  which  renders  the 
magiftrate's  tafk  hard,  and  giveth  him  a  difficulty  next 
to  invincible. 

Your  endeavours  for  an  uniformity  have  been  many; 
your  afts  not  a  few  to  enforce  it;  but  the  confequence, 
whether  you  intended  it  or  no,  through  the  barbarous 
praftices  of  thofe  that  have  had  their  execution,  hath 
been  the  fpoiling  of  feveral  thoufands  of  the  free-born 
people  of  this  kingdom,  of  their  unforfeited  rights. 
J^erfons  have  been  flung  into  gaols,  gates  and  trunks 
broke  open,  goods  diftrained,  till  a  ftool  hath  not 
been  left  to  fit  down  on :  flocks  of  cattle  driven  off,  whole 
barns  full  of  corn  fcizcd,  threfhed,  and  carried  away : 

N  4  parents 
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parents  left  without  their  children,  children  without 
their  parents,  both  without  fubfiftence. 

But  that  which  aggravates  the  cruelty,  is,  the  wtf- 
dow's  mite  hath  not  efcaped  their  hands  i  they  have 
made  her  *  cow  the  forfeiture  of  her  conjcience  j'  not 
leaving  her  a  bed  to  lie  on,  nor  a  blanket  to  cover 
her.  And,  which  is  yet  more  barbarous,,  and  helps 
to  make  up  this  tragedy,  *  the  poor  helplefs  orphan's 
^  milky  boiling  over  the  fire,   has  been   flung  to  the 

*  dogs,  and  the  Jkillet  made  part  of  their  prize  •/  fo 
that  had  not  nature  in  neighbours  been  ftronger  than 
cruelty  in  fuch  informers  and  officers,  ta  open  hjer 
bowels  for  their  relief  and  fubfiftence,  they  mufl  have 
utterly  perifhed. 

Nor  can  thefe  inhuman  inftruments  plead  confcience 
or  duty  to  thofe  laws,  who  have  abundantly  tranfcended 
the  feverefl  claufe  in  them;  for  *  to  fee  the  imprifoned,' 
has  been  fufpicion  enough  for  a  gaol ;  and  ^  to  vifit 

*  the  fick,*  to  make  a  conventicle :  fining  and  diftrain- 
ing  for  preaching,  and  being  at  a  meeting,  where 
there  hath  been  neither;  and  forty  founds  for  twenty ^ 
at  pick  and  choofe  too,  is  a  moderate  advance  with 
fome  of  them. 

Others,  thinking  this  way  too  dull  and  troublefome, 
alter  the  queflion,  and  turn,  *  Have  you  met  ?'  which 
the  aft  intends,  to,  *  Will  you /wear?'  which  it  in- 
tendeth  not :  fo  that  in  fome  places  it  hath  been  fuf- 
ficient  to  a  pramunirey  that  men  have  had  eftates  to 
lofe ;  I  mean  fuch  men,  who,  through  tendernefs,  re- 
fufe  the  oath ;  but,  by  principle,  like  the  allegiance, 
not  lefs  than  their  adverfaries.  ^ 

Finding  then  by  fad  experience,  and  a  long  tradt  of 
time,  that  the  very  remedies  applied  to  cure  difTention, 
increafe  it;  and  that  the  more  vigoroufly  an  uniformity 
is  coercively  piofecuted,  the  wider  breaches  grow,  the 
more  inflamed  perfons  are,  and  fixed  in  their  refolutions 
to  (land  by  their  principles,  it  fhould,  methinks,  put 
an  end  to  the  attempt:  for  befides  all  other  inconve- 
niences to  thofe  that  give  them  trouble,  their  very 
fufFerings  beget  that  companion   in  the  multitude, 

which 
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which  rarely  miffes  of  making  many  friends,  and 
proves  often  a  preparation  for  not  a  few  profclytes* 
So  much  more  reverend  is  fufFering,  than  making  men 
fufFer  for  religion,  even  of  thofe  that  cannot  fufFer  for 
their  religion,  if  yet  they  have  any  religion  to  fufFer 
for.  Hiftories  are  full  of  examples :  the  perfecution  of 
the  Chriftian  religion  made  it  more  illuftrious  than  its 
doStrine.  Perhaps  it  will  be  denied  to  Englilh  Diflen- 
ters,  that  they  rely  upon  fo  good  a  caufe,  and  there- 
fore a  vanity  in  them  to  expect  that  fuccefs.  But  Ar^ 
rianifn  itfelf,  once  reputed  the  fouleft  herefy  by  the 
church,  was  by  no  artifice  of  its  party  fo  difleminated, 
as  the  fevere  oppofition  of  the  Homooujians. 

Contefts  naturally  draw  company;  and  the  vulgar 
arc  Juftified  in  their  curiofity,  if  not  pity,  when  they 
fee  u)  many  wifer  men  bufy  themfelves  to  fupprefs  a 
people,  by  whom  they  fee  no  other  ill,  than  that,  for 
nonconformity  in  matters  of  religion,  they  bear  injuries 
and  indignities  patiently. 

To  be  Ihort :  If  all  the  interruptions,  informations^ 
fines,  plunders,  imprifonments,  exiles  and  blood,  which 
the  great  enemy  of  nature,  as  well  as  grace,  hath 
excited  man  to,  in  all  ages,  about  matters  of  faith 
and  worfhip,  from  Cain  and  Abel's  time  to  ours,  could 
furnifli  us  with  fufficient  precedents  that  the  defiga 
propofed  by  the  infliftors  of  fo  much  feverity  was  ever 
anfwered  j  that  they  have  fmothered  opinions,  and  not 
infiamed,  but  extinguifhed  conteft ;  it  might  perhaps, 
at  leaft  prudentially,  give  check  to  our  expedtations, 
and  allay  my  juft  confidence  in  this  addrefs:  but  fince 
fuch  attempts  have  ever  been  found  unprofperous,  as 
well  as  that  they  are  too  coftly,  and  have  always  pro- 
cured the    *  judgments  of  God,    and   the  hatred  of 

*  men;   to   the  fufferers  mifery;    to  their  countries, 

*  decay  of  people  and  trade;  and  to  their  own  con- 

*  fciences  an  extreme  guilt;*  I  fall  to  the  queftion,  and 
then  the  folution  of  it:  in  which,  as  I  declare,  I  in- 
l>end  HOthiag  that  ihould  in  the  leafl:  abate  of  that  love, 
honour,  and  fervice  that  are  due  to  you ;  jb,  I  befeech 
you,  do  me  the  juftice  to  make  the  faireft  interpreta- 
tion 
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tion  of  my  expreflions :  for  the  whole  of  my  plain  and 
honefl:  dcfign  is,  *  To  offer  my  mite  for  the  increafe 
^  of  your  true  honour,  and  my  dear  country's  felicity/ 

The    CLU  E  S  T  I  O  N. 

*  "f  T  7  HAT  is  moft  fit,  eafy,  and  fafe,  at  this  junc- 

W    *  ture  of  affairs,  to  be  done,  for  compoling, 

*  at  leaft  quieting,  differences;  for  allaying  the  heat 

*  of  contrary  interefts,  and  making  them  fubfervient 

*  to  the  intereft  of  the  government,  and  confiftcnt  with 

*  the  profperity  of  the  kingdom  V 

The    answer. 

I.    A  N  inviolable  and    impartial   maintenance   of 

jf\  Englifh  rights* 

li.  Our  fuperiors  governing  themfelves  upon  a  ba- 
lance, as  near  as  may  be,  towards  the  feveral  religious 
interefts. 

III.  A  fincere  promotion  of  general  and  praftical 
religion. 

1  ftiall  briefly  difcourfe  upon  thefe  three  things,  and 
endeavour  to  prove  them  a  fufficient,  if  not  the  only 
beft  anfwer  that  can  be  given  to  the  queftion  pro* 
pounded. 
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E  N   G  L   A   N   D's 

PRESENT     INTEREST 

CONSIDERED- 
CHAP      I. 
Of    ENGLISH    RIGHTS. 

1.  Of  Englijh  rights,  in  the  Britijhj  Saxon,  and  Norman 
times.  Particularly  of  liier/y  and  property.  Of  U- 
gijiation.  0(  juries.  That  they  are  fundamental  to 
the  government,  and  but  repeated  and  confirmed  by 
the  Great  Charter.  The  reverence  paid  them  by  kings 
and  parliaments,  and  their  care  to  preferve  them.  The 
curje  and  punijhment  that  attended  the  violators., 
More  general  confideration  of  property,  &c.  The 
uncertainty  and  ruin  of  inter  efts,  where  it  is  not  main- 
tained: divers  precedents:  that  it  is  the  prince's 
intereft  to  preferve  it  inviolably :  that  it  is  not  juftly 
forfeitable  for  ecclejiaftical  non-conformity  \  and  that 
where  the  property  is  facrificed  for  it,  the  government 
is  changed  from  civil  to  ecclefiaftical,  from  the  par* 
liament  boufe  to  the  veftry. 

THERE  is  no  government  in  the  world,  but  it 
muft  either  ftand  upon  wiU  and  power,  or  condi* 
tion  and  contrast:  the  one  rules  by  men,  the  other  by 
laws.  And  above  all  kingdoms  under  heaven,  it  is 
England's  felicity  to  have  her  conftitution  fo  impar-  \ 
tially  juft  and  free,  that  there  cannot  well  be  any  thing  | 
more  remote  from  arbitrarinefs,  or  more  zealous  of 
preferving  the  laws,  by  which  its  rights  are  main-f^ 
tained. 

Thefe  laws  are'  either  fundamental,  and  fo  immuta- 
ble; or  more  fuperficial  and  temporary,  and  confe- 
quently  alterable. 

By 
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Hy/uperficial  laws^  we  underftand  fuch  afts,  laws,  or 
fiatutes,  as  are  fuited  to  prefent  occurrences,  and 
emergencies  of  ftate  j  and  which  may  as  well  be  abro- 
gated, as  they  were  firft  made,  for  the  good  of  the 
kingdom:  for  inftance,  thofe  ftatutes  that  relate  to 
vidtuals,  clothes,  times  and  places  of  trade,  &c. 
which  have  ever  ftood,  whilft  the  reafon  of  them  was 
in  force  j  but  when  that  benefit,  which  did  once  re- 
dound, fell  by  frefti  accidents,  they  ended,  according 
to  that  old  maxim,  Cejfante  ratione  legis^  cejfat  lex. 

By  fundamental  lawSy  I  do  not  only  underftand  fuch 
as  immediately  fpring  (rom  Jynterejis  (that  eternal  prin- 
ciple of  truth  and  fapience,  more  or  lefs  difleminated 
through  mankind,)  which  are  as  the  corner-ftones  of 
human  ftrufture,  the  bafis  of  reafonable  focieties,  with- 
out which  all  would  run  into  heaps  and  confufion ;  to 
wit,  Honefti  vivere^  alterum  non  ladere^  jus  fuum  cuiqi 
tribuere^  that  is,  *  To  live  honeftly,  not  to  hurt  ano- 
^  ther,  and  to  give  every  one  their  right,'  (excellent 
principles,  and  common  to  all  nations)  though  that 
itfelf  were  fufficient  to  our  prefent  purpofe  5  but  thofe 
rights  and  privileges  which  I  call  Englijh^  and  which 
are  the  proper  birth-right  of  Engliihmen,  and  may  be 
reduced  to  thefe  three. 

I.  An  ownerihip,  and  undifturbed  pofieflion :  that 
what  they  have  is  rightly  theirs,  and  no  body's  elfe. 

II.  A  voting  of  every  law  that  is  made,  whereby 
that  ownerihip  or  propriety  may  be  maintained. 

III.  An  influence  upon,  and  a  real  Ihare  in,  that 
judicatory  power  that  muft  apply  every  fuch  law; 
which  is  the  ancient,  neceffary  and  laudable  ufe  of 
juries :  if  not  found  among  the  Britons,  to  be  fure 
praftifed  by  the  Saxons,  and  continued  through  the 
Iformans  to  this  very  day. 

That  thefe  have  been  the  ancient  and  undoubted  rights 
of  Englilhmen,  as  three  great  roots,  under  whofe  fpaci- 
ous  branches  the  Englifh  People  have  been  wont  to 

flielter 
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Ihelter  themfelves  againft  the  ftorms  of  arbitrary  govern- 
ment, I  fliall  endeavour  to  prove. 

I.  An  ownerfhip  and  undifturbed  pofleffion. 

This  relates  both  to  title  and  fecurity  of  eftate^  and 
liberty  oiferjon^  from  the  violence  of  arbitrary  power. 

It  is  true,  the  footfteps  of  the  Britijh  government 
are  very  much  overgrown  by  time.  There  is  fcarcely 
any  thing  remarkable  left  us,  but  what  we  are  be- 
holden to  ftrangers  for :  either  their  own  unflcilfulnels 
in  letters,  or  their  depopulations  and  conquefts  by  in- 
vaders, have  deprived  the  world  of  a  particular  ftory 
of  their  laws  and  cuftoms,  in  peace  or  war.  However, 
Gsefar,  Tacitus,  and  efpecially  Dion,  fay  enough  to 
prove  their  nature  and  their  government  to  be  as  far 
from  flavifli,  as  their  breeding  and  manners  were  re- 
mote from  the  education  and  greater  (kill  of  the  Ro- 
mans.*   Beda  and  M.  Weftminfter  fay  as  much.** 

Th,Q\2,w  of  property  they  obferved,  and  made  thofe 
laws  that  concerned  the  prefervation  of  it. 

The  Saxons  brought  no  alteration  to  thefe  two  fun- 
damentals of  our  Englifli  government  j  for  they  were 
a  free  people^  governed  by  laws,  of  which  they  them- 
felves were  the  makers:  that  is,  there  was  no  law 
made  without  the  confent  of  the  people  i  de  majoribus 
omneSy  as  Tacitus  obferveth  of  the  Germans  in  general.* 
They  loft  nothing  by  tranfporting  themfelves  hither ; 
and  doubtlefs  found  a  greater  confiftency  between  their 
laws,  than  their  ambition.  For  the  learned  coUeftor 
of  the  *  Britifli  Councils,**'  tells  us,  that  Ethelftan, 
the  Saxon  king,  pleading  with  the  people,  told  them, 
^  Seeing  I,  according  to  your  law,  allow  what  is 
*  yours,  do  ye  fo  with  me.'  Whence  three  things  are 
obfervable.  Firft,  that  fomethiqg  was  theirs ^  that  no-- 
body  elfe  could  difpofe  of.  Secondly,  that  they  had 
property  by  their  own  law;  therefore  had  a  Jharein, 

»  Caefar's  Com.    Tacit,  in  Vit.  Agrip.    Dion.  I.  6.        *  M.  Weft. 
Aonp  i^i6. 1. 1,  c.  17*    *  Hiil.  Germ.     ^  Concil.  Brit.  p.  397. 

making 
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making  their  own  laws.  Thirdly,  that  the  law  was 
umpire  between  king  and  people;  neither  of  them  ought 
to  infringe ;  this,  Ina,  the  great  Saxon  king,  confirms. 

*  There  is  no  great  man/  faith  he,  *  nor  any  in  the 

*  whole  kingdom,  that  may  aboli(h  written  laws/' 
It  was  alfo  a  great  part  of  the  Saxon  oath  adminif* 
tered  to  the  kings,  at  their  entrance  upon  th^  govern*' 
ment,  '  To  maintain  and  rule  according  to  the  laws 

*  of  the  nation/* 

Their  parliament  they  called  micilemotiy  or  wittange'^ 
mote.  It  confifted  of  kingy  lords ^  and  people^  before  the 
clergy  interwove  themfelvcs  with  the  civil  government. 
And  Andrew  Horn,  in  his  *  Mirror  of  Juftice,*  tells 
us,  *  That  the  grand  affembly  of  the  kingdom  in  the 

*  Saxon   time,    was  to  confer  of  the  government  of 

*  God's  people,  how  they  might  be  kept  from  Jin^  in 

*  quiet^  and  have  right  done  them^^  {Recording  to  the 

<  cuftoms  and  laws/ ' 

Nor  did  this  law  end  with  the  Saxon  race :  William 
the  Conqueror,  as  he  is  ufually  called,  quitting  all 
claim  by  conquefty  gladly  ftooped  to  the  laws  obferved 
by  the  Saxon  kings,  and  fo  became  a  kiog  by  leave  )^ 
valuing  a  title  by  eleSion,  before  that  which  is  founded 
in  power  only.  He  therefore^  at  his  coronation,  made 
a  lolemn  covenant,  *  To  maintain  the  good,  approved, 

<  and  ancient  laws  of  this  kingdom,   and  to  inhibit 

*  all  fpoil  and  unjuft  government/' 

And  this  Henry  the  Firft,  his  third  fon^^  amon^  other 
his  titles,  mentioned  in  his  charter  to  make  £ly  a 
biflioprick,  calls  himfelf,  ^  Son  of  William  the  Great, 

*  who  by   hereditary  right    (not  conquefi)    fucceeded 
king  Edward  (called  the  CpJifeffor)  in  this  kingdom/^ 

An  ancient  chronicle  of  Litchfteld  fpeaks  of  a  coun- 
cil of  lords  that  advifed  William  of  Nornaandy,  *  Tq 

*  call  together  all  the  nobles  and  wife  men  throughout 

*  their  counties  of  England,  that  they  might  fet  down 
'  their  own  laws  and  cuftoms >'  which  was  ^bout  the 

*  LI.  Ins.  Lamb.        '  Mirror,  c.  i.  §•  2.        s  Ibid.  c.  i.  §.  3.  }• 

\\k%  c,  4^  §•  1 1^        ^  M.  Paris  in  vit*  Gulielm«        ^  Spicileg. 
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fourth  year  of  his  reign :  which  implies  that  they  had 
fundamental  lawsj  and  that  he  intended  their  con- 
firmation. 

And  one  of  the  firft  laws  made  by  this  king,  .which» 
as  a  notable  author  faith,  *  may  be  called  the  firft 
magna  charta  in  the  Norman  times,  (by  which  he  rc- 
ferved  to  himfelf  nothing  of  the  freemen  of  this  king- 
dom, but  their  free-fervice)  in  the  conclufion  of  it, 
faith,  *  That  the  lands  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  king<* 

*  dom  were  granted  to  them  in  inheritance  of  the  king, 

*  and   by  the  common  council  of  the  whole  king* 

*  dom:*"  which  law  doth  alfo  provide,  *  That  they 
^  (hall  hold  their  lands  and  tenements  well  or  quietly, 
^  and  in  peace,  frpm  all  unjufl  tax  and  tillage :'  which 
is  farther  expounded  in  the  laws  of  Henry  the  Firft, 
chap.  4.  ^  That  no  tribute  or  tax  fhould  be  taken,  but 
'  what  was  due  in  Edward  the  Confeflbr's  time/  So 
that  the  Norman  kings  claim  no  other  right  in  the  lands 
and  pofTeifions  of  any  of  their  fubjeds,  than  according 
to  EngUJh  law  and  right. 

And  fo  tender  were  they  of  property  in  thofe  times, 
that  when  ^/(^/V^  itfelf  became  importunate  in  a  cafe, 
no  diftrefs  could  iflue  without  publick  warrant  ob^ 
tained :  nor  that  neither,  but  upon  three  complaints 
firft  made.  Nay,  when  rape  and  plunder  were  rife, 
and  men  feemed  to  have  no  more  right  to  their  own 
than  they  had  power  to  maintain,  evep  then  was  this 
law  a  fufficient  fanftuary  to  the  opprefled,  by  being 
publickly  pleaded  at  the  bar  againft  all  uJurpatton\ 
though  it  were  under  the  pretence  of  their  conqueror's 
right  itfelf  i  as  by  the  cafe  of  Edwin  of  Sharnbourn, 
in  '  Camden's  Britannia,'  plainly  appears. 

The  like  obligation  to  maintain  this  fundamental 
law  of  property y  with  the  appendant  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple, was  taken  by  William  Rufus,  Henry  the  rirft, 
Stephen,  Henry  the  Second,  Richard  the  Firft,  John, 
and  Henry  the  Third ;  which  brings  me  to  that  famous 
law  called  Magna  Cbarta,  or  *  The  Great  Charter  of 

^  l*h  Qiili^lm.  55* 

^  )EngUnd/ 
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*  England,'  of  which  more  anon ;  it  being  my  defign 
to  ihew,  that  nothing  .of  the  eflential  rights  of  Eng- 
lilhmen  was  thereby,  de  novo,  granted,  as  in  civility 
to  king  Henry  the  Third  it  is  termed ;  but  that  they 
were  therein  only  repeated  and  confirmed.  Wherefore 
I  fhall  return  to  antecedent  times,  to  fetch  down  the 
remaining  rights. 

The  fecond  part  of  this  firft  fundamental  is,  liberty 
cf  perfon.  The  Saxons  were  fo  tender  in  the  point  of 
imprifonment,  that  there  was  little  or  no  ufe  made  of 
it :  nor  would  they  fo  punifh  their  bond-men  -,  vinculis 
coercere  rarum  eft. 

In  cafe  of  debt  or  damage,  the  recovery  thereof 
was  either  by  a  delivery  of  the  juft  value  in  goods;  or, 
upon  the  fherifF's  fale  of  the  goods,  in  money  j  and  if 
that  fatisfied  not,  the  land  was  extended :  and  when 
all  was  gone,  they  Vere  accuilomed  to  make  their 
laft  feizure  upon  the  party's  arms,  and  then  he  was  re- 
puted an  undone  man,  and  caft  upon  the  charity  of 
his  friends  for  fubfiftence :  but  his  perfon  was  never 
imprifoned  for  the  debt :  no,  not  in  the  king's  cafe.* 
And  to  the  honour  of  king  Alfred  be  it  fpoken,  *  He 

*  imprifoned  one  of  his  judges  for  imprifoniitg  a  man 
^  in  that  cafe.' 

We  find  among  his  laws  this  paflage,  ^i  immerentem 
faganum  vinculis  conftrinxerit^  decern  Jolidis  noxam  farcito : 

*  That  if  a  man  fliould  imprifon  his  vaflal  or  bond- 

*  man  unjuflly,  his  purgation  of  that  off^ence  fhould 

*  not  be  lefs  than  the  payment  of  ten  (hillings :"'  a  fum 
very  confiderable  in  thofe  days,  more  than  ten  pounds 
tiow. 

Nor  did  the  revolution  from  Saxon  to  Norman  drop 
this  privilege ;  for  befides  the  general  confirmation  of 
former  rights  by  William,  furnamed  the  Conqueror, 
his  fon  Henry  the  Firft  particularly  took  fuch  care  of 
continuing  this  part  of  property  inviolable,  that,  in  his 
time,  no  perfon  was  to  be  imprifoned  for  committing 
of  mortal  crime  itfelf,  unlefs  he  were  firft  attainted  by 

1  LI.  Edw.       ^  LI.  Alfr.  cap.  i,  and  3<« 
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the  verdift  of  twelve  men;  that  is,  a  jury,  which  was 
to  be  of  the  neighbourhood."* 

Thus  much  for  the  firft  of  my  three  fundamentals, 
right  of  eftatey  and  liberty  of  per f on:  that  is  to  fay,  I  am 
no  man's  bond-man,  and  what  I  poffefs  is  abfolutely 
mine  own. 

II.  A  voting  of  every  law  that  is  made,  whereby  that 

ownerfhip  or  property  may  be  maintained. 

This  fecond  fundamental  of  our  Englifli  government, 
was  no  incroachment  upon  the  kings  of  more  modern 
ages,  but  extant  long  before  the  great  charter  made  in 
the  reign  of  Hen.  III.  even  as  early  as  the  Britons 
themfelves;  and  that  it  continued  to  the  time  of  Hen. 

III.  is  evident  from  feveral  inftances. 

Caefar,  in  his  Commentaries,  tells  us,  '  That  it  was 

*  the  cuftom  of  the  Britifh  cities  to  eleft  their  general 

*  or  commander  in  chief,  in  cafe  of  war.**'  Dion  af- 
fures  us,  in  the  life  of  Severus  the  emperor,  '  That  in 

*  Britain  the  people  held  a  fliare  in  power  and  govern*- 
'  menti'  which  is  the  modefteft  conftruftion  his  words 
will  bear.     And  Tacitus,  in  the  life  of  Agrippa,  fays, 

*  They  had  a  common  council;   and  that  one  great 

*  reafon  of  their  overthrow  by  the  Romans,  was,  their 

*  not  conjulting  with^  and  relying  upon,  their  common 
^  cotmcil.^'  Again,  both  Beda  and  Mat.  Weftminfter 
tell  us,  ^  That  the  Britons  fummoned  a  fynod,  chofe 

*  their  moderator,  and  expelled  the  Pelagjan  creed.' 
All  which  fuppofcs  popular  affeiifblics,  with"  power  to 
order  national  affairs* 

And   indeed,    the  learned   author  of  th^    *  Britifh 

*  councils'  gives  fome  hints  to  this  purpofe,  *  That 

*  they  had  a  common  council,  and  called  it  kyfrythen.* 
The  Saxons  were  not  inferior  to  the  Britons  in  this 

point ;  and  ftory  furnilheth  us  with  more  and  plainer 
proofs.     They  brought  this  liberty  along  with  them, 

°  LI.  Gulieliq.  cap.  42,  49,  55.    LI.  Hen.  i.  cap.  5.     *  I,*ib.  5,  6» 

F  Cap.  12. 

Vol,  m.  O  and 
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and  it  was  not  likely  they  fhould  iofc  it,  by  tranfoort- 
ing  themfelves  into  a  country  where  they  alio  round 
it.  Tacitus  reports  it  to  have  been  generally  the 
German  lihtrty  i  like  unto  the  cond$  of  the  Adicnians 
and  Lacedaemonians. 

They  called  their  freemen  Frilingi;  and  thefe  had 
votes  in  the  making  and  executing  the  general  laws  of 
the  kingdom. 

In  Ethelbert's  time,  after  the  monk  Auftin's  infinua^^ 
tions  had  made  his  followers  a  part  of  the  government, 
the  commune  concilium  was  fam  cleri  quam  pcptH^  ^  as  well 

•  clergy  as  people."* '  In  Ina's  time,  fudfu  6f  inftituto 
epifcoperumy  omnium  fenatorum  &  natu  majirum  fapientum 
populi ;  ^  bifhops,  lords,  and  wife  men  of  the  people.' 
Alfred  after  him  reformed  the  former  laws,  confuUo 
fapientemj  *  by  the  advice  of  the  fages  of  the  king- 

•  dom/  Likewife  matters  of  publick  and  general 
charge,  in  cafe  of  war,  &c.  we  have  granted  in  the 
affembly,   regCy   haronibus^   &?  populo\    •  by  the  king, 

^  barons,  and  people.'  And  though  the  Saxon  word 
properly  imports  *  the  meeting  of  wife  men,'  yet  all 
that  would  come  might  be  prefcnt,  and  interpofe  their 
like  or  diflike  of  the  prefcnt  propofition :  as  that  of 
Ina,  in  magna  fervorum  Dei frequentid.  Again,  Commune 
eoncilium/eniorum  ^  populorum  totius  regni%  *  the  com- 

•  mon  council  of  the  elders  or  nobles,  and  people  of 
^  the  whole  kingdom."  The  council  of  Winton, 
ann,  855.  is  faid  to  be  in  the  prefence  of  the  great 
men,  aliorumq;  fidelium  infinitd  multitudine\  ^  and  an  infi- 
^  nite  mfultitude  of  other  faithful  people  j'  which  was 
nigh  four  hundred  years  before  the  great  charter  was 
fnade. 

r  My  laft  inftance  of  the  Saxon  ages  Ihall  be  out  of 
the  Glojfary  of  the  learned  Englifh  knight,  H.  Spel- 
fnan^  *  The  Saxon  wittangemote^  or  parliament,'  faith 
he,  *  is  a  convention  of  the  princes,  as  well  bijhops  as 
^  magiflrates,  and  the  free  people  of  rfie  kingdom  :•*  an(| 

«  Condi.  Brit.  i6u  Lh  SsqcLmb.      '  LI.  Saac.  Lam.  p.  i.    Can* 
cil.  Brit.  19.    iD^olph.       •  Spdm.  Gloff.  tit.  Gemote,  f.  261. 

that 
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that  the  faid  wittangemote  confultcd  of  the  common 
fafety  in  peace  and  war,  and  for  the  promotion  of  the 
common  good. 

William  of  Normandy  chofe  rather  to  rely  upon 
the  people's  confent^  than  his  own  power  to  obtain  the 
kingdom.  He  fwore  to  them  to  maintain  their  old 
law^  and  privileges i  they  to  him  obedience^  for  his  fo  go-* 
verning  of  them:  for,  as  a  certain  author  hath  it,  *He 

*  bound  himfelf  to  btjuft^  that  he  might  h^  great  i  and 

*  the  people  to  fubmit  to  jujiice^  that  they  might  be 
^  free.^*    In  his  laws,  c.  55.  *  We,   by  the  common 

*  council  of  the  whole  kingdom,  have  granted  th«^ 
^  people's  lands  to  them  in  inheritance,  according  to 

*  their  ancient  taws.* 

Matters  of  general  expence  upon  the  whole  body  of 
the  people  were  fettled  by  this  great  council,  efpc*» 
cially  in  the  charge  of  arms  impofed  upon  the  fubje(St« 
The  law  faith  it  to  have  been  done  by  the  cammum 
conciliHm  of  the  kingdom.'' 

So  W»  Rufus  and  Henry  the  Firft  were  received 
by  the  common  conjent  of  the  people.  And  Stephen's 
words  were,  Ego  Stephanus,  T>ei  gratia^  ^Jfsn/u  cleri  Cs? 
fopuli  in  regno  Anglic  eleSus^  (^c.  *  I  Stephen,  by  the 
f  grace  of  God,  and  con  fen  t  of  the  clergy  and  people, 

*  chofen  king  of  England,'  &c.  So  king  John  was 
chofen,  tarn  cleri  quam  populi  unanimi  confenfu  (^  fa^ 
vorei    '  by  the  favour  and  unanimous  conjent  of  the 

*  clergy  and  people:'  and  his  queen  is  faid  tp  have 
been  crowned  de  communi  confenfu  fc?  concordi  voluntat$ 
archiepijcoporumy  comitum,  iaronum,  cleri  £s?  populi  totius 
Yegni,  i.  e,  *  by  the  common  aflcnt  and  unanimous 
«  good  will  of  the  archbifliops,  bi(hop8>  counts,  h^^ 

*  rons,  clergy,  and  people  of  the  whole  kingdom.*' 
King  Edw.  L  alfo  defired  money  of  the  commune  conci-^ 

^  LI.  Galielm.  c.  $$•  *  Ibid.  c.  ;8.  Spicil^r.  W.  MalmC  C% 
{lift*  p.  1 01.  ^  Cart,  moder.  feeder,  m^g*  vgiU  Anno  |.  Joh. 
ex  V^et.  Reg.  in  Arch.  Cantuar.  Archiepifbop.  Kot*  Cart«  Ann.^ 
5  Jeh.  Memb.  5.  n.  29* 

0  i         :  Hum, 
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Hum,  or  parliament,  '  As  you  have  given  in  my  time, 

*  and  that  of  my  progenitors,  kings,  &c. 

All  which  fhews,  that  it  was  antecedent  to  the  great 
charter ;  not  the  rights  therein  repeated  and  confirmed^ 
but  the  aS  itfelf. 

And  king  John's  refignation  of  the  crown  to  the 
pope,  being  queftioned  upon  fome  occafion  in  Ed- 
ward III.'s  time,  it  was  agreed  upon,  '  That  he  had  no 

*  power  to  do  it,  without  the  confent  of  the  dukes, 

*  prelates,  barons,  and  commons.^' 

And,  as  paradoxical  as  any  may  pleafe  to  think  it, 
it  is  the  great  intereft  of  a  prince,  that  the  people 
ihould  have  a  Jhare  in  the  making  of  their  own  laws : 
where  it  is  otherwife,  they  are  no  kings  of  free-men, 
but  flaves,  and  thofe  their  enemies  for  making  them 
fo.  Leges  nulla  alia  caujd  nos  tenent,  quam  quod  judicio 
populi  receptee  /unti  *  The  laws,'  faith  Ulpian,  ^  do 
^  therefore  oblige  the  people,  becaufe  they  are  allowed 

*  of  by  their  judgment.*  And  Gratian,  in  Dec,  Dif- 
tinft.  4.  Turn  demum  humana  leges  babent  viin  fuam,  cum 
fuerint  non  modo  inftituta,  Jed  etiam  firmata  approbatione 
communitatis :*  *  It  is  then,'  faith  he,  *  that  human  laws 

*  have  their  due  force,  when  they  fhall  not  only  be 
*'  devifed,  but  confirmed  by  the  approbation  of  the 

*  people.' 

1.  It  makes  men  diligent,  and  increafeth  trade, 
which  advances  the  revenue :  for  where  men  are  not 
free>  they  will  never  feek  to  improve,  becaufe  they  are 
not  fure  of  what  they  have,  and  lefs  of  what  they 
get. 

2.  It  frees  tlje  prince  from  the  jealoufy  and  hate  of 
his  people;  and  confequently,  the  troubles  and  danger 
that  follow ;  and  makes  his  province  eafy  and  fafe. 

3.  If  any  inconvenience  attends  the  execution  of 
any  law,  the  prince  is  not  to  be  blamed :  it  is  their 
own  fault  that  made  it. 

I  (hall  now  proceed  to  the  third  fundamental,  and 
by  plain  evidence  prove  it  to  have  been  a  material 

y  Rot.  Par.  40.    Ed,  3.  n.  78* 

part 
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part  of  the  government  before  the  great  charter  was 
ena6ti?d. 

III.  The  people  have  an  influence  upon,  and  a  great 

(hare  in,  the  judicatory  power. 

That  it  was  a  Britijh  cuftom,  I  will  not  affirm,  but 
have  fome  reafon  to  fuppofe :  for  if  the  Saxons  had 
brought  it  with  them,  they  would  alfo  have  left  it  be- 
hind them,  and  in  all  likelihood  there  would  have 
been  fome  footfteps  in  Saxony  of  fuch  a  law  or  cuftom, 
which  we  find  not.  I  will  not  enter  the  lifts  with  any 
about  this :  this  (hall  fuffice  me,  that  we  find  it  early 
among  the  Saxons  in  this  country ;  and  if  they,  a  free 
people  in  their  own  country,  fettling  themfelves  here 
as  a  new  planted  colony,  did  fupply  what  was  defec- 
tive in  their  own  government,  or  add  fome  new  free- 
dom to  themfelves,  as  all  planters  are  wont  to  do^ 
which  are  thofe  firft  and  corner-ftones,  their  pofterity, 
with  all  care  and  (kill,  are  to  build  upon,  that  itfelf 
will  ferve  my  turn  to  prove  it  a  fundamental:  that  is, 
fuch  a  firft  principle  in  our  Englifti  government,  by 
the  agreement  of  the  people,  as  ought  not  to  be  vio- 
lated. I  would  not  be  underftood  of  the  number,  but 
of  th^  way  of  trial :  *  I  mean,  *  That  men  were  not 
^  to  be  condemned,  but  by  the  votes  of  the  freemen.* 

N.  Bacon  thinks  that  in  ruder  times  the  multitude 
tried  all  among  themfelves;  and  fancies  it  came  from 
the  Grecians,  who  determined  controverfies  bv  the  fuf- 
frage  of  34,  or  the  major  part  of  them. 

Be  it  as  it  ^wiW^  juries  the  Saxons  had;  for  in  the 
laws  of  king  Etheldred,  about  three  hundred  years 
before  the  entrance  of  the  Norman  duke,  we  find  en- 
afted.  In  fingulis  centuriis,    &c.    thus  engli(hed,    *  In 

*  every  hundred  let  there  be  a  court,  and  let  twelve 

*  ancient  freemen,  together  with  the  lord  of  the  hun- 

*  dred,  be  fworn,  that  they  will  not  condemn  the  in- 
^  nocent,  or  acquit  the  guilty.^' ,  And  fo  ftrift  were 

>  U.  $jqc.  Lfin.  Ann*  67  5*, 

Q3  they 
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they  of  thofc  ages,  in  obferving  this  fundamental  wif 
of  judicature,  that  Alfred  put  one  of  his  ji|dges  to 
death,  for  pafling  fentence  upon  a  verdift  (corruptly 
obtaihed)  upon  the  votes  of  the  jurors,  three  of  twelve 
being  in  the  negative.  If  the  number  was  fo  facred, 
what  was  the  conftituiian  itfelf? 

The  very  fame  king  executed  another  of  his  judges, 
for  pafling  fentence  of  death  upon  an  ignoramus  returned 
by  the  jury;  and  a  third,  for  condemning  a  man  upon 
an  inquefl  taken  ex  officioy  when-as  the  delinquent  had 
not  put  himfelf  upon  their  trial.  More  of  his  juftice 
might  be  mentioned  even  in  this  very  cafe. 

There  was  alfo  a  law  made  in  the  time  of  Etheldred, 
mrhen  the  Britons  and  Saxons  began  to  grow  tame  to 
«ach  other,    and  intercommon  amicably,    that  faith, 

•  Let  there  be  twelve  men  of  underftanding,  &c.  fix 

♦  Englijb^  and  fix  JVelJhj  and  let  them  deal  jufliice,  both 
^  to  Englijh  znA  fVelJhr 

Alfo  in  thofe  fimple  times,  if  a  crime  extended  but 
to  fome  Jhameful  funifiment^  as  pillory  or  whipping  (the 
laft  whereof,  as  ufual  as  it  has  been  with  us,  was  in- 
flidbed  only  upon  their  bondmen)  the  penance  might 
be  reduced  to  a  ranfomy  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
fkult;  but  it  muft  be  afleflcd  in  the  prefence  of  the 
judge,  and  by  the  twelve^  that  is,  the  jury  of  Frilingiy 
or  freemen. 

Hitherto  ftories  tell  us  of  trials  hy  juries y  and  thofe 
to  have  confided,  in  general  terms,  o(  freemen:  but 
per  paresy  or  by  equals y  came  after,  oecafioned  by  the 
confiderable  Saxons  neglefting  that  fervice,  and  leaving 
it  to  the  inferior  people,  who  loft  the  bench,  th(lir  an- 
aent  righty  becaufe  they  were  not  thought  company  for 
a  judge  or  ftieriff:  and  alfo  from  the  growing  pride  of 
the  Danesy  who  flighted  fuch  a  rural  judicature,  and 
defpifed  the  fcllowftiip  of  the  mean  Saxon  freemen  in 
publick  fervice.  The  wife  Saxon  king  perceiving  this, 
and  the  dangerous  confequence  of  fubmitting  the  lives 
*nd  liberties  of  the  inferior  (but  not  lefs  ufeful  people) 

ta 
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to  the  diSrates  of  any  fuch  haughty  humour )  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  of  fubjefting  the  nobler  fort  to  the  fuf« 
frage  of  the  inferior  rank,  did,  with  the  advice  of  his 
wiUangemote,  or  parliament^  provide  a  third  way,  more 
equal  and  grateful,  and  by  agreenoent  with  Gunthurn^ 
the  Dane,  fettled  the  law  of  peers,  or  equals ;  which  is 
the  envy  of  nations,  but  the  famous  privilege  of  our£»^- 
tijh people:  one  of  thofe  three  pillars  the  fabrick  of  this 
ancient  and  free  governnnfent  ftands  upon. 

This  benefit  gets  ftrength  by  time,  and  is  received 
by  the  Norman  duke  and  his  fuccefTors ;  and  not  only 
confirmed  in  the  lump  of  other  privileges,  but  in  one 
notable  cafe  for  all;  which  might  be  brought  to  prove, 
that  the  fundamental  privileges,  mentioned  in  the 
great  charter,  9  of  Hen.  3.  were  before  it.  The  ffory 
is  more  at  large  delivered  by  our  learned  Selden :  but 
thus,  *  William  having  given  his  half  brother  Oda  a 

*  large  territory  in  Kent,  with  the  earldom,  and  he 
^  taking  advantage  at  the  king's  being  difpleafed  with 
^  the  archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  to  poffefs  himfelf  oi 
^  fome  of  the  lands  of  that  fee,  Lanfrank,  that  fuc*' 

*  ceeded  the  archbifliop,  informed  hereof,  petitioned 

*  the  king  for  juftice,  fecundum  legem  terra,  according 
^  to  the  law  of  the  land:  upon  which  the  king  fum- 
^  monfed  a  county  court,  where  the  debate  lafted  tliree 
'  days,  before  the  freemen  of  Kent,  in  the  prefence  of 
^  lords  and  bifhops,  and  others  fkilful  in  the  law,  and 

*  the  judgment  paiTed  for  the  archbifliop,  upon  the  votes 

*  of  the  freemen}  * 

By  all  which  it  is,  J  hope,  fufficiently  and  inofien- 
fively  manifefl:ed,  that  thefe  three  principles,  viz. 

i«  That  Englijb  men  have  the  alone  right  of  poflellion 

and  difpofition  of  what  is  theirs  i 
a.  That  they  are  parties  to  the  laws  of  their  country^ 

for  the  maintenance  thereof; 
^«  That  they  have  an  influence  upon,  and  a  real  fliare 

ID^  the  judicatory  power^^  that  applies  xkif;£t  lawsi 

^  Spicileg.  197^  • 

,04  have 
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have  been  the  ancient  rights  of  the  kingdom,  and  com- 
mon bafis  of  the  government;  that  which  kings,  under 
all  revolutions,  have  fworn  to  maintain,  and  hiftory 
affords  us  fo  many  precedents  to  confirm.  So  th^t 
the  great  cbartery  made  in  the  9th  of  Hen.  3.  was  not 
the  hativity^  but  reftoration^  of  ancient  privileges  from 
abufes ;  no  grant  of  new  rights ^  but  a  new  grant,  or 
confirmation  rather,  of  ancient  laws  and  liberties ^  violated 
by  king  John,  and  reftored  by  his  fucceflbr,  at  the 
cxpence  of  a  long  and  bloody  war;  which  ihewed 
them  as  refolute  to  keep,  as  their  anceftors  had  been 
careful  to  make,  thofe  excellent  laws. 

And  fo  I  am  come  to  the  great  charter^  which  is 
comprehenfive  of  what  I  have  already  been  difcourfing, 
and  which  I  (hall  briefly  touch  upon,  with  thofe  fuc- 
ccffivc  Jlatutes  that  have  been  made  in  honour  and  prc- 
fervation  of  it. 

I  Ihall  rehearfe  fo  much  of  it  as  falls  within  the  con- 
lideration  of  the  foregoing  matter,  (which  is  a  great 
deal  in  a  little)  with  fomething  of  the  formality  of 
grant  and  cur/e ;  that  this  age  may  fee  with  what  reve- 
rence and  circumfpeftion  our  anceftors  governed  them- 
felves  in  confirming  and  prefcrving  of  it. 

» 

*  Henry,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  England,  &c. 

*  To  all  archbilhops,  earls,  barons^  IherifFs,  provofts, 

*  officers,  unto  all  bailiflfs,  and  our  faithful  fubjefts, 
'  who  Ihall  fee  this  prefent  charter,  greeting :  Know 
^  ye,  that  unto  the  honour  of  Almighty  God,  and  for 

*  the  falvation  of  the  fouls  of  our  progenitors,    and 

*  our  fucceflbrs,  kings   of  England,  to  the  advance- 

*  ment  of  holy  church,  and  amendment  of  our  realm, 

*  of  our  mere  and  free  will  have  given  and  granted  to 

*  all  archbifhops,  &c.  and  to  all  freemen  of  this  our 
'  realm,  thefe  liberties  underwritten,  to  be  holden  and 

*  kept  in  this  our  realm  of  England  for  evermore.*  * 

Though  in  honoqr  to  the  king,  it  is  faid  to  be  out 
of  his  mere  and  free  willy  as  if  it  were^his  mere  favour^ 

*  9  Hen*  3. 

yet 
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yet  the  qualification  of  the  peribns  he  is  faid  to  grant 
the  enfuing  liberties  to,  fhews,  that  they  are  terms  of 
formality,  viz,  to  all  freemen  of  this  realm.  Which 
fuppofes  there  yftrt  freemen  before- this  grant;  and  that 
charafter  alfo  implies  they  muft  have  had  laws  and  /r- 
berties :  confcquently,  this  was  not  an  infranchifing  of 
them,  but  2i  confirming  to  freemen  their  juft  privileges 
they  had  before.    The  words  of  the  charter  are  thefc : 

*  A  freeman  fhall  not  be  amerced  for  a  fmall  fault, 
^  but  after  the  quantity  of  the  fault ;  and  for  a  great 

*  fault,  after  the  manner  thereof,  faving  to  him  his 
^  contenements  or  freehold:  and  a  merchant  likewife  fhall 
^  be  amerced,  faving  to  him   his  merchandize;    and 

*  none  of  the  faid  amercements  fhall  be  afTeffed,  but 

*  by  the  oath  of  good  and  honeft  men  of  the  vicinage/' 
^  No  freeman  fhall  be  taken  or  imprifonedy  nor  be 

*  diffeifed  of  his  freehold  or  liberties,  or  free  cujioms ;  or 

*  be  outlawed  or  exiled,  or  any  other  ways  deftroyed ; 

*  nor  we  fhall  not  pafs  upon  him>  nor  condemn  him, 

*  but  by  lazvful  judgment  of  his  peers,  or  by  the  law  of 
^  the  land.  We  fhall  fell  to  no  man,  we  fhall  deny  or 
'  defer  to  no  man,  either  juftice  or  right/* 

I  fland  amazed,  how  any  man  can  have  the  confi- 
dence to  fay,  '  Thefe  privileges  were  extorted  by  the 

*  baron's  wars,'  when  the  king  declares,  that  what  he 
did  herein,  was  done  freely:  or  that  they  were  new 
privileges,  when  the  very  tenor  of  the  word  proves  the 
contrary:  (or  freehold,  liberties,  or  free  cujioms  ^  are  by 
the  charter  itfelf  fuppofed  to  be  in  the  pofTeflion  of 
the  freemen  at  the  making  and  publilhing  thereof.  For 
obferve,  no  freeman  fhall  be  taken  or  imprifoned:  then  he 
was  free :  this  liberty  is  his  right.  Again,  no  freeman 
jhall  be  diffeifed  of  his  freehold,  liberties,  or  free  cuftomsi 
then  certainly  he  was  in  pofTefTion  of  them :  and  that 
great  doftor  in  the  laws  of  England,,  chief  juflice 
Coke,  in  his  proem  to  the  fecbnd  part  of  his  Inftitutes^ 
^ells  us^  *  that  thefe  laws  and  liberties  were  gathered 

^  Cap.  14.       •  Cap*  Z9^ 

*  and 
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*  and  obfenred  amongft  others,  in  an  entire  rolumei 

*  by  king  Edward  the  Confeffor  j'  confirmed  by  Wil- 

*  liamy  fumamed  the  Conqueror;  which  were  after* 

*  wards  ratified  by  Henry  the  Firft*,  enlarged  by  Henry 
^  the  Second,  in  his  conftitutions  at  Clarendon ;  and 

*  after  much  conteft,  and  blood  fpilt,  between  king 

*  John  and  the  barons  concerning  them,  were  folemnly 
^  eftablifhed  at  Running-Mead  by  Staines :  and  laft]y, 

*  brought  to  their  former  ftation,  and  publiftied  by 

*  this  king  Henry  the  Third,  in  the  9th  year  of  his 
«  reign/ 

And  though  evil  counfcUors  would  have  provoked 
him  to  void  his  father's  aft  and  his  own,  as  if  the  firft 
had  been  the  efFeft  of  force^  the  other  of  non-age ;  yet 
it  fo  plcafed  Almighty  God,  who  hath  ever  been  pro- 
plttious  to  this  ungrateful  ifland,  th^t  in  the  20th  year 
of  his  reign,  he  did  confirm  and  complete  this  char- 
ter, for  a  perpetual  eftabliihnnent  of  liberty  to  zWfree- 
bcrn  Englijhmen,  and  their  heirs  for  ever : '  ordaining, 
^0d  contravenientes  per  dominum  regem,  cum  conviSli  fu€^ 
rinff  graviter  punianfur,  i.  e.  *  That  whofoever  fhould 
«  aft  any  thing  contrary  to  thefe  laws,  upon  convic- 

*  tion,  fhould  be  grievoufly  punifhed  by  our  lord  the 

*  king/  And  in  the  22d  year  of  his  reign,  it  was 
confirmed  by  the  ftatute  of  Marleb.  cap.  5.  And  fo 
venerable  an  efteem  have  our  anceilors  had  for  this 
great  charter,  and  fo  indifpenfably  neceffary  have  they 
SKmght  it  to  their  own  and  pofterity's  felicity,  that  it 
bath  been  above  thirty  times  ratified  and  commanded, 
under  great  penalties,  to  be  put  in  execution. 

Here  are  the  three  fundamentals  comprehended, 
and  exprefied  to  have  been  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  Englifhmen. 

I.  Otvmrfl^py  confifting  of  liberty  and  property.  In 
that  it  fuppofes  Englijhmen  to  be  free^  there  is 
liberty:  next,  that  they  hdsvc  freeholds^  there  is 
property. 

IL  That  th«y  hive  the  vating  of  their  own  la^s :  for 
that  was  an  ancient  free  cuftonc),  as  I  have  already 
proved^  and  t&l  ftfch  cuftonfis  ^fe  exprefsly  con* 

firmed 
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'        firmed  by  this  great  charter :  bcfides,  the  people 
helped  to  make  it. 
III.  An  influence  upon,  and  a  real  Jbare  in^  ebeju-» 
dicatory  power^  in  the  execution  and  application 
thereof. 

This  is  a  fubftantial  part,  thrice  provided  for  id 
thofe  fixteen  lines  of  the  great  charter  before  rehearfed: 
^  I.  That  no  amercement  (hall  be  aflefled,  but  by  oath 

*  of  good  and  honcft  men  of  the  vicinage,     a.  Nor 

*  fhall  we  not  pafs  upon  him,  nor  condemn  him,  but 
«  by  lawful  judgment  of  his  peers.  3.  Or  by  the  law 
'  of  the  land :'  which  is  fynonymous,  or  a  faying  of 
equal  fignification,  with  lawful  judgment  of  peers: 
for  law  of  the  landf  and  lawful  judgment  of  peers,  are 
the  proprium  quarto  modoy  or  effential  qualities,  of  theft 
chapters  of  our  great  charter;  being  communicable 
omni  foli  fcf  femper^  to  all  and  every  claufe  thereof 
alike. 

Chief  juftice  Coke  well  obferves,  in  his  Second  In-' 
ftitutes,  that  per  legem  terra^  or  by  the  law  of  the  land, 
imports  no  more  than  a  *  Trial  by  procefs,  and  wric 

*  originally  at  common  law;'  which  cannot  be  without 
the  lawful  judgment  of  equals^  or  a  common  jury:  there- 
fore ^^r  legale  judicium  parium^  by  the  lawful  judgment 
of  peers,  and  per  legem  terra^  by  the  law  of  the  land, 
plainly  fignify  the  fame  privilege  to  the  people.  So 
that  it  is  the  judgment  of  the  freemen  of  England^ 
which  gives  the  cajl^  and  turns  tht  fcale^  in  Englifli 
juftice. 

Thefe  being  fo  evidently  proved  by  long  ufe,  and 
feveral  laws,  to  have  been  the  firft  principles,  or  fun- 
damentals, of  the  Englifh  free  government,  I  take 
^ave  to  propofe  this  queftion:  •  May  the  free  people 
^  of  England  be  juftly  diflcifed  of  all,  or  any,  of  tl^fe 

*  fundamentals,  without  their  confent  coUeAively  ?* 

Anf.  With  fubmiffion,  1  conceive,  not  j  for  which  I 
ihall  produce,  firft,  my  reafons,  then  authorities. 

I.  Through  the  Britilb,  Saxon,  and  Norman  times, 
she  people  of  this  iftand  have  been  repated  ai^  called 
freenien  by  kings^  parliamcnti^  recorda^j  and  hiftoriest 
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and  as  ^  Jon  fuppofes  2l  father ^  io  freemen  fuppofe^^^- 
dom.  This  qualification  imports  an  abfolute  right: 
fuch  2V  right  as  none  has  right  to  difleife  or  difpoffefs 
an  Englifliman  of:  therefore  an  unalterable  funda- 
mental part  of  the  government. 

II.  It  can  never  be  thought,  that  they  intrufted  any 
reprefentatives  with  thefe  capital  privileges,  farther 
than  to  ufe  their  beft  (kill  to  fecure  and  maintain  them. 
They  never  fo  delegated  or  impowered  any  men,  that, 
dejurey  they  could  deprive  them  of  that  qualification : 
and  afa£lo  ad  jus^  non  valet  argumentum:  for  the  quef- 
tion  is  not,  *  What  may  be  done  V  but  ^  What  ought 
•  to  be  done  V  Overfeers  and  ftewards  are  impowered 
not  to  alienate^  but  preferve  *and  improve,  other  mens 
inheritances.  No  owners  deliver  their  (hip  and  gpods 
into  any  man's  hands  to  give  thern  away,  or  run  upon 
a  rock;  neither  do  they  confign  their  affairs  to  agents 
orfaftors  without  lirpitations;  hW  trufis  fuppofe  fuch 
a  fundamental  right  in  them  that  give  them,  and  for 
whom  the  trufl:§  are,  as  is  altogether  indiffolvable  by 
the  truftees.  The  truft  is,  the  liberty  and  property  of 
the  people  \  the  limiwion  is,  that  it  Ihould  not  be  in- 
vaded, but  inviolably  preferved,  according  to  the  law 
of  the  land. 

III.  If  falus  fopuli  be  Juprema  lex,  the  fafety  of  the 
people  the  higheft  law  (as  fay  feveral  of  ourancient 
famous  lawyers  and  law-books);  then,  fince  the  afore- 
faid  rights  are  as  the  finews  that  hold;  together  this 
free  body  politick,  it  follows,  they  are  at  lead  a  part 
of  the  fupreme  law,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  a  rule 
and  limit  to  all  fubfequent  legiflation. 

IV.  The  eftate  goes  before  the  fteward ;  the  foun- 
dation before  the  houfe;  people  before  their  reprefen- 
tatives; and  the  Creator  before  the  creature.  The 
fteward  lives  by  preferving  the  eftate;  the  houfe  ftands 
by  reafon  of  ifs  foundation;  the  reprefentative  depends 
upon  the  people,  as  the  creature  fubfifts  by  the  power 
of  its  Creator, 

Every  reprefentative  may  be  called,  the  creature  of 
the  people,  becaufe  the  people  make  them,  and  to  them 
they  owe  their  being.  .  Here  is  no  tra^nfeffentiatiag,  or 

tranfub*9 
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tranfubftantiating  of  being,  from  people  to  reprefcn- 
tative ;  no  more  than  there  is  an  abfolute  transferring 
of  a  title  in  a  letter  of  attorney. 

The  very  term  ref  refentative  \%  tTiOw^\  to  xht  con- 
trary; wherefore  as  the  houfe  cannot  ftand  without  its 
foundation,  nor  the  creature  fubfift  without  its  Cre- 
ator, fo  there  can  be  no  reprefentative  without  a  people, 
nor  that  people  free^  (which  all  along  is  intended,  as 
inherent  to,  and  infeparable  from,  the  Englifh  people) 
without  freedom ;  nor  can  there  be  any  freedom  without 
fomething  ht  fundamental. 

In  (hort,  I  would  fain  know  of  any  man  how  the 
branches  can  cut  up  the  root  of  the  tree  that  bears 
them  ?  How  any  reprefentative,  that  has  not  only  a 
mere  truft  to  preferve  fundamentals^  the  people's  inherit- 
ance, but  that  is  a  reprefentative  that  makes  laws, 
by  virtue  of  this  fundamental  law,  viz.  that  the  people 
have  a  power  in  legijlationy  (the  2d  principle  proved  b;^ 
me)  can  have  a  right  to  remove  or  deftroy  that  fun- 
damental ?  The  fundamental  makes  the  people  free; 
this  free  people  makes  a  reprefentative :  can  this  creature 
unqualify  its  creator?  What  fpring  ever  rofe  higher 
than  its  head  ?  The  reprefentative  is  at  beft  but  a  true 
copy,  an  exemplification  i  the  free  people  are  the  ori- 
ginal, not  cancellable  by  a  tranfcript:  and  if  that  fun-' 
damental  which  gives  to  the  people  a  power  of  legifla- 
tion,  be  not  nuUable  by  that  reprefentative,  becaufe 
it  makes  them  what,  they  are  j  much  lefs  can  that  re- 
prefentative difleife  men  of  their  liberty  and  property, 
the  firft  great  fundamental,  that  is,  parent  of  this  other; 
and  which  intitles  to  a  fhare  in  making  laws  for  the 
preferring  of  the  firft  inviolable. 

Nor  is  the  third  fundamental  other  than  the  necefTary 
produdlion  of  the  two  firft,  to  intercept  arbitrary  de- 
JignSy  and  make  power  legal:  for  where  the  people 
have  not  z  fhare  in  judgment ,  this  is,  in  the  application, 
as  well  as  making  of  the  law,  the  other  two  are  im*^- 
perfeft-,  open  to  daily  invafion,  ihould  it  be  ouf  infe- 
licity ever  to  have  a  violent  prince.  For  as  property 
is  every  day  expofed^  where  thofe  that  have  it  arc  def- 

.     titute 
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tttute  of  power  to  hedge  it  about  by  law-maUng ;  (o 
thofe  that  have  both,  if  they  have  not  a  ihare  in  the 
application  of  the  law^  how  ealily  is  that  hedge  broken 
liown? 

And  indeed^  as  it  is  a  mod  juft  and  neceflary^  as 
well  as  ancient  and  honourable  cuftom,  fo  it  is  the 
prince's  intereft :  for  ftill  the  people  are  concerned  in 
the  inconveniences  with  him,  and  he  is  freed  from  the 
temptation  of  doing  arbitrary  things,  and  their  im* 
portunities,  that  might  elfc  have  fome  pretence  for 
fuch  addreflfes,  as  well  as  from  the  mifchiefs  that  might 
cnfue  fuch  aftions.  It  might  be  enough  to  fay,  tjat 
there  are  above  fifty  ftatutes  now  in  print,  befides  its 
venerable  antiquity,  that  warrant  and  confirm  this 
legale  judicium  parium  fuorumy  or  the  «  Trial  of  Englilh^ 

*  men  by  their  equals/ 

But  I  Ihall  hint  at  a  few  inllances:  the  firft  is,  the 
earl  of  Lancafter,  in  the  14th  of  Edw.  IL  adjudged 
to  die  without  lawful  trial  of  his  peers:  and  afterwards 
Henry,  earl  of  Lancafter,  his  brother,  was  reftored. 
The  reafons  given  were  two:    i.  ^  Becaufe  the  faid 

*  Thomas  was  not  arraigned^  and  put  to  anjwer*    a. 

*  That  he  was  put  to  death  without  atifwer^  or  lawful 

*  judgment  of  his  peers.*  The  like  proceedings  were 
in  the  cafe  of  John  of  Gaunt,  p.  29^  Coram  Rege.  And 
in  the  earl  of  Arundel's  cafe,  rot.  pari  4  Edw.  lU.  N* 
13.  Alfo  in  Sir  John  Alee's  cafe,  4  Edw.  III.  N.  2. 
Such  w^s  the  deftruAion  cotninitted  on  the  Lord  Hafr 
tings  in  the  Tower  of  London,  by  Richard  III.  But 
above  all,  the  attainder  of  Thomas  Cromwell,  earl  of 
EfTex,  who  was  attainted  of  high  treafon,  as  appears, 
rot.  pari.  32  Hen.  VIII.  of  which,  faith  chief  juftice 
Coke,  as  I  remember,  *  Let  oblivion  take  away  the 

*  meniory  of  fo  fpul  a  fi^fti  if  it  can :  if  not,  however^ 

*  let  filence  cover  it ' 

It  is  true,  there  was  a  ftatute  obtained  in  the  nth 
of  Henry  Vllth,  in  defiance  of  the  great  charter,  which 
jfuithori^d  feveral  exa6tion^>  contrary  to  thp  free  cuf^ 
torn*  of  this  realip  j  particularly  in  the  cafe  of  juries^ 
both  Ajfeffing  Md  fmftjing  by  jtiftices  of  #a^>  and  of 

the 
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the  peace,  without  the  filing  and  prefentment  oi  twelve 
freemen.  Empfon  and  Dudley  were  the  gr«at  aiftors  pf 
thofe  oppreflTions  i  but  they  were  hanged  for  thpir  pains> 
^nd  that  illegal  (latute  repealed  in  the  firft  of  Henry 
the  Vnith,  ch.  6. 

The  confequence  is  plain;  that  fundamentals  giv^ 
rule  to  aUs  of  parliament ;  elfe  why  was  the  ftatute  qf 
the  8th  Edw.  IV.  ch.  2.  of  liveries  and  informatitmy  bjr 
the  difcretion  of  the  judges,  to  (land  as  an  criginal^ 
and  this  of  the  nth  of  Henry  the  Vllth,  repealed  as 
illegal?  For  therefore  any  thing  is  unlawful,  becaufe  it 
tranfgrelTeth  a  law.  But  what  law  can  %nall  of  par^ 
liament  tranfgrefs,  but  that  which  is  fundamental  ? 
Therefore  trial  by  juries,  or  lawful  judgnt^cnt  of  egfials, 
is  by  ails  of  parliament  confeffed  to  be  a  fundamental 
part  of  our  government.  And  becaufe  chief  juftice 
Coke  is  fo  gcnerdly  efteemed  an  oracle  of  the  law,  I 
IhaU  in  its  proper  place  prefent  you  with  his  judgrpent 
upon  the  whole  matter. 

V.  Thefe  fundamentals  are  unalterable  by  g  repre^ 
fentative,  which  were  the  refult  and  agreement  of 
Englifh  freemen,  colleftively ;  the  ancienter  times  not 
being  acquainted  with  reprefentatives :  for  then  the- 
freemen  met  in  their  own  perfons.  In  all  the  Saxom 
ftory  we  find  no  mention  of  any  fuch  thing;  for  ic 
was  the  king,  lards,  and  freemen :  the  elders  and  people. 
And  at  the  council  of  Winton,  in  855*  is  reported  to 
have  been  prefent,  *  The  great  men  of  the  kingdomt 

*  and  an  infimte  multitude  of  other  faithful  people/' 
Alfo  at  that  of  king  Ina,  *  The  common  council  of 

*  the  elders  and  people  of  the  whole  kingdom  :^ '  that 
is,  the  moft  or  generality  of  the  freemen  of  th^  king- 
dom ;  for  all  might  come  that  pleafed*  It  is  not  to 
be  doubted  but  this  continued  after  the  Norman  times  1 
and  that  at  Running-Mead,  by  Staines,  the  freemen  of 
England  were  perfonally  ^prefent  at  the  confirmation  of 
(that  great  charter,  in  the  reign  of  king  John.  But  a$ 
die  ages  grew  more  humane^  and  free  with  refpe^  to 

'  Lh  Sax.  Lam*       «  CpnsiL.Srk.  119.    Ingolph. 

villains 
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villains  and  retainers,  and  that  the  number  of  freemM 
iricreafed,  there  was  a  neceffity  for  a  reprefentativei  ef- 
pecially^  fince  fundamentals  were  long  ago  agreed 
upon,  and  thofe  capital  privileges  put  out  of  the  reach 
and  power  of  a  little  number  of  men  to  endanger. 
And  fo  careful  were  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people, 
in  the  time  of  Edward  the  Third,  of  fufFering  their 
liberties  and  free  cuftoms  to  be  infringed,  that    *  in 

•  matters  of  extraordinary  weight  they  would  not  de- 

•  termine,  till  they  had  firft  returned  to,  and  conferred 
«  with,  their  feveral  counties  or  boroughs  that  delegated 
«  them**"*    Thus  the  Pari.  Rolls  of  his  time. 

Several  authorities  ;n  confirmation  of  the  reafons  before 

mentioned. 

So  indubitably  are  thefe  fundamentals  the  people^s 
right,  and  fo  neceffary  to  be  preferved,  that  kings 
have  fucceflively  known  no  other  fafe  or  legal  paflage 
to  their  crown  and  dignity,  than  their  folemn  obliga- 
tion inviolably  to  maintain  them.  *  So  facred  were 
they  reputed  in  the  days  of  Henry  the  Hid,  that  not 
to  continue  or  confirm  them,  was  to  aflTront  God, 
and  to  damn  the  fouls  of  his  progenitors  and  fuccef- 
fors ;  and  to  deprefs  the  church,  and  deprave  the 
realm:  that  the  great  charter,  comprehenfive  of 
them,  fhould  be  allowed  as  the  common  law  of  the 
land,  by  all  officers  of  juftice ;  that  is,  the  lawful 
inheritance  of  all  commoners :  that  all  ftatute  laws  or 
judgments  whatfoever,  made  in  oppofition  thereunto, 
fhould  be  null  and  void :  that  ail  the  minifters  of 
ftate,  and  officers  of  the  realm,  fhould  conflantly  be 
fworn  to  the  obfervation  thereof.'  And  fo  deeply 
did  after-parliaments  reverence  it,  and  fo  careful  were 
they  to  preferve  it,  that  they  both  confirmed  it  by 
thirty-two  feveral  alls,  and  enafted  ^^//Vj  to  be  taken 
and  lodged  in  each  cathedral  of  the  realm,  to  be  read 
four  times  a  year  publickly  before  the  people :  as-  if 


^  Coke  4  Infi,  fol.  14.  n*  34. 
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they  would  have  them  more  obliged  to  their  anceftors 
for  redeeming  and .  tranfmitting  thofe  privileges,  than 
for  begetting  them :  and  that  '  twice  every  year,  the 

*  bifliops,  apparelled  in  their  pontificals,  with  tapers 
'  burning,    and  other  folemnities,   Ihould   pronounce 

*  the  greater  excommunication  againft  the  infringers 

*  of  the  great  charter,  though  it  were  but  in  word  or 
'  counfel  i'  for  fo  faith  the  ftatute.  I  Ihall,  for  farther 
fatisfaftion,  repeat  the  excommunication  or  curfe  pro- 
nounced both  in  the  days  of  Henry  the  Third  and  Ed- 
ward the  Firft. 

The  fentence  of  the  curfe  given  by  the  bifhops,  with 
the  king's  confent,  againft  the  breakers  of  the  great 
charter. 

'  TN  the  year  of  our  Lord  1253,  the  third  day  of 
JL  *  May,  in  the  great  hall  of  the  king  at  Weftminfter> 
in  the  prefence,  and  by  the  confent,  of  the  lord 
Henry,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  England,  and 
the  lord  Richard,  earl  of  Cornwall,  his  brothers. 
Roger  Bigot,  earl  of  Norfolk,  marfhal  of  England; 
Humphrey,  earl  of  Oxford ;  John,  earl  Warren  ^ 
and  other  eftates  of  the  realm  of  England ;  we  Bo- 
niface, by  the  mercy  of  God,  archbifhop  of  Canter- 
bury, primate  of  England,  F.  of  London,  H.  of 
Ely,  S.  of  Worcefter,  E.  of  Lincoln,  W.  of  Nor- 
wich, P.  of  Hereford,  W.  of  Salift)ury,  W.  of 
Durham,  R.  of  Exeter,  M.  of  Carlifle,  W.  of  Bath, 
A.  of  Rochefter,  T,  of  St.  David's,  bifliops,  appa- 
relled in  pontificals,  with  tapers  burning,  againft 
the  breakers  of  the  church's  liberties,  and  of  the 
liberties  and  other  cuftoms  of  this  realm  of  Eng- 
land, and  namely  thefc  which  are  contained  in  the 
charter  of  the  common  liberties  of  England,  and 
charter  of  the  foreji^  have  denounced  fentence  of 
excommunication  in  this  form :  By  the  authority  of 
Almighty  God,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  &c.  of  the  bleffed  apoftles  Peter  and  Paul, 
and  of  all  apoftles,  and  of  all  martyrs,  of  bleffed 
Vol.  IIL  P  «  Edward 
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Edward  king  of  England,  and  pf  all  the  faints  of 
heaven  I  we  excemmunicate  and  accurfe,  and  from 
the  benefit  of  our  holy  mother,  the  church,  we  fc- 
quefter,  all  thofe  that  hereafter  willingly  and  mali- 
cioufly  deprive  or  fpoil  the  church  of  her  right ;  and 
all  thofe  that  by  any  craft  or  willingnefs  do  violate, 
break)  diminifh,  or  change  the  church's  liberties  and 
free  cuftoms  contained  in  the  charters  of  the  common 
liberties,  and  of  the  forejl,  granted  by  our  lord  the 
king)  to  archbiftiops,  bifhops,  and  other  prelates  of 
England,  and  likewife  to  the  earls,  knights,  and  other 
freeholders  of  the  realm;  and  all  that  fecretly  and 
openly,  by  deed,  word,  or  counfel,  do  make  ftatutcs, 
or  obferve  them  being  made,  and  that  bring  in  cuf- 
toms,  to  keep  them,  when  they  be  brought  in, 
againft  the  faid  liberties,  or  any  of  them,  and  all 
thofe  th^t  (hall  prefume  to  Judge  againft  them;  and 
all  and  every  luch  perfon  before  mentioned,  that 
wittlftgly  ftiall  commit  any  thing  of  the  premifes, 
let  them  well  know,  that  they  incur  the  aforcfaid 
fentencC)  ipfofaffo.' 

The  fentence  of  the  clergy  againft  the  breakers  of 

the  articles  before-mentioned. 

IN  the  name  of  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  Amen.  Whereas  our  fovereign  lord  the 
king,  to  the  honour  of  God,  and  of  holy  church,  and 
for  the  common  profit  of  the  realm,  hath  granted  for 
bim,  and  his  heirs  for  ever,  thefe  articles  above-writ- 
ten, Robert,  archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  primate  of 
all  England,  admonifhed  all  his  province  once,  twice, 
and  thrice,  becaufe  that  Ihbrtnefs  will  not  fuffer  fo 
much  delay  as  to  give  knowledge  to  all  the  people  of 
England,  of  thefe  prefents  in  writing:  we  therefore 
Cttjoin  all  p^fons,  of  what  eftate  foever  they  be,  that 
they  and  every  of  them,  as  much  as  \ti  them  is,  fhall 
u|>hold  and  maintain  thefe  articles  granted  by  our  fo- 
vereign lord  the  king,  in  all  points:  and  all  thofe 
that  in  any  point  ^o  refift  or  break,  or  in  any  manner 
hereafter  procure,  counfcl,  or  in  any  wife  affift  to  refift 

or 
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or  break  thofe  ordinances,  or  go  about  it,  by  word 
or  deed,  openly  or  privily,  by  any  manner  of  prc^ 
tcncc  or  colour;  we,  the  aforefaid  archbiihops,  by 
our  authority  in  this  writing  expreffed,  do  excommu* 
nicate  and  accurfe,  and  from  the  body  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift,  and  from  all  the  company  of  heaven,  an4 
from  all  the  facraments  of  holy  church,  do  fequefter 
and  exclude. 

We  may  here  fee,  that  in  the  obfcureft  times  of  pc-^ 
pery,  they  were  not  left  without  a  fenfe  of  juftice,  and 
a  care  of  freedom :  and  that  even  Paptfts,  whom  many 
think  no  friends  to  liberty  and  property,  under  dread-*- 
ful  penalties,  enjoin  an  inyiolable  obfervance  of  thi^ 
great  charter,  by  which  they  are  confirnried.  And 
though  I  am  no  Roman  Catholick,  and  as  little  value 
their  other  curfes  pronounced  upon  religious  Diflen^ 
ters,  yet  I  dare  declare  ingenuoufly,  I  would  not>  for 
the  world,  incur  thi$  curie;  as  every  man  dcfervedlf 
doth,  that  offers  violence  to  the  fundamental  frcedomi 
thereby  repeated  and  confirmed*  And  that  any  churcht 
or  church  officers,  in  our  age,  Ibould  have  fo  little 
reverence  to  law,  excommunication,  or  curfe,  aa  te 
be  the  men  that  either  vote  or  countenance  fuch  fc-» 
verities  as  bid  defiance  to  the  curfe,  and  tear  this 
memorable  charter  in  pieces,  by  dilfeifing  freemen  of 
England  of  their  freeholds,  liberties,  and  propertica* 
without  juries,  or  merely  for  the  inoffenfive  exercifc  of 
their  confcience  to  God  in  matters  of  religion,  i$  a  civil 
fort  of  facrilege. 

I  know  it  is  ufually  objefted,  *  That  a  great  part  of 
^  the  charter  is  fpent  on  the  behalf  of  the  Roman 

*  church,  and  other  things,   now  aboliflied;    and    if 

*  one  part  of  the  great  charter  may  be  repealed,  or 
'  invalidated,  why  not  the  other  ?* 

But  to  this  I  anfwer.  That  the  true  fundamentals  ia 
the  charter  are  not  the  lefs  firm  or  forcible,  or  invio-* 
lable  for  that ;  becaufe  they  do  not  ftand  upon  that 
aff,  though  it  was  in  honour  of  them,  but  the  ancient 
and  primitive  infiituHm  of  the  kingdom.    If  the  pitition 

Pa  sf 
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of  right  were  repealed,  the  great  charter  were  neverthc* 
lefs  in  force ;  it  not  being  the  original  eftablilhment, 
but  a  declaration  and  confirmation  of  that  eftablilh- 
ment. But  thofe  things  that  are  abrogable,  or  abro- 
gated in  the  great  charter,  were  never  a  part  of  the 
fundamentals,  but  hedged  in  by  the  clergy^  and  allowed 
by  the  barons  upon  prefent  emergency,  Befides,  that 
which  I  have  hitherto  maintained  to  be  the  common 
and  fundamental  law  of  the  land,  is  fo  reputed,  and 
farther  ratified,  by  the  petition  of  rights  3  Car.  L  which 
was  long  fince  the  church  of  Rome  loft  her  Ihare  in  the 
great  charter.  Nor  did  it  relate  to  matters  of  faith  and 
worfliip,  but  temporalities  only  5  the  civil  intereft,  or 
propriety,  of  the  church.  .  But  with  what  pretence  to 
mercy  or  juftice,  can  the  Proteftant  church  retain  the 
Englijh  part  of  the  charter,  without  conforming  to 
Rome^  and  yet  now  cancel  the  Englilh  part  itfelf  to 
tvtry  free-born  Englijhman  that  will  not  conform  to  her? 
But  no  more  of  this  at  this  time  j  only  give  me  leave 
to  remind  a  fort  of  active  men  in  our  times,  that  the 
cruel  infringers  of  the  people's  liberties,  and  violaters 
of  thefe  noble  laws,  did  not  efcape  with  bare  excom- 
munications and  curfesj  for  fuch  was  the  venerable 
efteem  our  anceftors  had  for  thefe  great  privileges, 
and  deep  folicitude  to  preferve  them  from  the  defac- 
ings  of  time,  or  ufurpation  of  power,  that  king  Alfred 
executed  forty  judges^  for  warping  from  the  ancient 
laws  of  the  realm.  Hubert  de  Burgo,  chief  juftice 
of  England,  in  the  time  of  Edw.  I.  was  fentenced  by 
his  peers  in  open  parliament,  for  advifing  the  king 
againft  the  great  charter.  ^  Thus  the  Spencers,  both 
father  and  fon,  for  their  arbitrary  rule  and  evil  counfel 
to  Edw.  11.  were  exiled  the  realm.  No  better  fuccefs 
had  the  aftions  of  Trefilian  and  Belknap :  and  as  for 
Empfon  and  Dudley,  though  perfons  of  quality,  in 
the  time  of  king  Henry  the  Seventh,  the  moft  igno- 
minious death  of  our  country,  fuch  as  belongs  to 
theft  and  murder,  was  hardly  fatisfaftion  enough  to 
the  kingdom,  for  their  uncharteral  proceeding.  I  (hall 
choofe  to  deliver  it  in  the  words  of  chief  jxiftice  Coke, 

a  man 
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a  man  whofe  learning  in  the  law  hath,  not  without 
reaibn,  obtained  him  a  venerable  charafter  of  our 
Englifh  nation. 

^  There  was/  faith  he,  '  an  aft  of  parliament  made 
^  in  the  nth  year  of  king  Henry  the  Seventh,  which 

<  had  a  fair  flattering  preamble,  pretending  to  avoid 

*  divers  mifchiefs ;  which  were,  firft,  to  the  high  dif- 
^  pleafure  of  Almighty  God.     Secondly,  the  great  let 

*  of  the  common  law.     And,  thirdly,  the  great  let  of 

*  the  wealth  of  this  land.     And  the  purven  of  that  aft 

*  tended,  in  the  execution,  contrary,  ex  diamefro,  viz. 

*  To  the  high  difpleafure  of  Almighty  God^  and  the 
^  great  let,  nay,  the  utter  fubverlion  of  the  common 
^  law,  and  the  great  let  of  the  wealth  of  this  land,  as 
^  hereafter  Ihall  appear;   the  fubftance  of  which  aft 

*  follows  in  thefe  words  :* 

^*  /T^HAT  from  henceforth,  as  well  juftices  of  af- 
J[  "  fize,  as  juftices  of  the  peace,  in  every 
**  county,  upon  information  for  the  king  before  them 
^^  made,  without  any  finding  or  prefenting  by  twelve 
*^  men,  fhall  have  full  power  and  authority,  by  their 
^*  difcretion,  to  hear"  and  determine  all  offences,  as 
**  riots,  unlawful  aflfemblies,  &c.  committed  and 
"  done  againft  aft  or  ftatute  made,  and  not  re- 
^^  pealed,  &c.'* 

'  By  pretext  of  this  law,  Empfon  and  Dudley  did 

*  commit  upon  the  fubjeft  infufferable  prefTure  and 
^  oppreffions;  and  therefore  this  ftatute  was  juftly, 
^  foon  after  the  deceafe  of  Hen.  VII.  repealed  at  the 

*  next  parliament,  by  the  ftatute  of  i  Hen.  VIII. 
^  chap.  6.' 

^  A  good  caveat,*    fays  he,    ^  to  parliaments,    to 

<  leave  all  caufes  to  be  meafured  by  the  golden  and 

*  ftrait  metewand  of  the  law,  and  not  to  the  uncertain 
^  and  crooked  cord  of  difcretion.'     He  goes  on, 

*  It  is  almoft  incredible  to  forefee,  when  any  max- 
^  im,  or  fundamental  law  of  this  realm  is  altered, 
^  (as  elfewhere  huh  been  obfcrved)  what  dangerouis 

P  3  *  incon- 
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inconveniences  do  follow :  which  moft  exprcfsljr  ap- 
pears by  this  moft  unjuft  and  ftrange  aS  of  the  i  ith 
of  Hen.  VIL      For   heret)y  not  only  Empfon  and 
Dudley  themftlves,  but  fuch  jufticcs  of  peace  (cor- 
rupt men)  as  they  caufed  to  be  authorized,  com- 
mitted moft  grievous  and  heavy  opprefRons  and  ex- 
aftions :  grinding  the  faces  of.  the  poor  fubjedts  by 
penal  laws  (be  they  never  fo  obfolete  or  unfit  for  the 
time)  by  information  only,  without  any  prefentment 
or  trial  by  jury,  being  the  ancient  birthright  of  thejub- 
jiSt',  but  to  hear  and  determine  the  fame  by  their 
difcretions;    inflifting  fuch  penalty  as  the  ftatutes, 
not  repealed,   impofed.     Thefc  and  other  like  op- 
preflions  and  exaftions,  by  the  means  of  Empfon  and 
Dudley,  and  their  inftruments,  brought  infinite  trca- 
fure  to  the  king's  cofitirsj  whereof  the  king  himfelf, 
at  the  end,  with  great  grief  and  compunSiioni  repented^ 
as  in  another  place  we  have  obferved. 
*  This  Itatute  of  the   nth  of  Hen.  VIL  we  have 
recited,  and  (hewed  the  juft  inconveniences  thereof;' 
to  the  end  that  the  like  Ihould  never  hereafter  be 
attempted   in   any   court  of  parliament  j    and    that 
others  might  avoid  the   fearful  end  of  thofe    two 
time-ftrvers,  Empfon  and  Dudley,  qui  eotum  veftigHs 
i%Jiftmty  exitus  perhorre/cant.^    Thus  much  chief  juf- 
tice  Coke. 

I  am  fure,  there  is  nothing  1  have  offered  in  defence 
of  Englilh  iaw^doArine,  that  rifeth  higher  than  the 
judgment  and  language  of  this  great  man  j  the  pre- 
iervation  and  publication  of  whofe  labours  became  the 
care  of  a  great  parliament.  And  it  is  faid  of  no  in- 
confiderable  lawyer,  that  he  (hould  thus  exprefs  him- 
felf  in  our  occafion>  *  The  laws  of  England  were  ne- 
*  v^r  the  ditftates  of  any  conqueror's  fword,  or  the 
^  placita  of  any  king  of  this  nation ;  or,'  faith  he, 
«  to  fpeak  impartially  and  freely^  the  refuit  of  any 
^  parliament  that  ever  fat  in  this  land.* 

Tiius  mtich  &r  die  nature  of  Engiift)  tights^  iind  the 
reafon  and  laflice  for  their  invi<^able  .mmnteiftaivce^    I 

ftiall 


INTEREST    CONSIDERED.      23% 

fhall  now  offer  fome  more  general  confiderations  for 
the  prefervation  of  property,  and  therein  hint  at  fome 
of  thofe  mifchiefs  that  follow  fpoiling  it  for  confcicncc 
fake,  both  to  prince  and  people. 

I.  The  rcafon  of  the  alteration  of  the  law  ought  to  be 
the  difcommodity  of  continuing  it ;  but  there  can  nc^ 
ver  be  fo  much  as  the  leaft  inconveniency  in  continu* 
ing  that,  of  liberty  and  property;  therefore  there  can  be 
no  juft  ground  for  infringing,  much  lefs  abrogating, 
the  laws  that  fecure  them. 

II.  No  man  in  England  is  born  flave  to  another; 
neither  hath  one  right  to  inherit  the  fweat  of  the 
other's  brow,  or  reap  the  benefit  of  his  labour,  but 
by  confenti  therefore  no  man  fhould  be  deprived  of 
his  property,  unlefs  he  injure  another  man's,  and  then 
by  legal  judgment. 

.  '  III.  But  certainly  nothing  is  more  unreafonablc, 
than  to  facrifice  the  liberty  and  property  of  any  man 
(being  his  natural  and  civil  rights)  for  religion,  where 
he  is  not  found  breaking  any  law  relating  to  natural 
and  civil  things.  Religion,  under  any  modification, 
is  no  part  of  the  Old  Englifh  government.  Honefte 
vivere,  afterum  non  Udere,  jus  fuum  cuique  tribuere^  are 
enough  to  intitle  every  native  to  Englifh  privileges. 
A  man  may  be  a  very  good  Englijhman,  and  yet  ^  very 
indifferent  churchman.  Nigh  three  hundred  ye^rs  be- 
fore Auflin  fet  his  foot  on  Englifh  ground,  had  the 
inhabitants  of  this  ifland  z,  free  government .  It  is  want 
of  diftinguifhing  between  it  and  the  modes  of  religion, 
which  fills  every  clamorous  mouth  with  fuch  imperti- 
nent cries  as  this,  ^  Why  do  not  you  fubmit  to  the 
^  government  V  As  if  the  Englilh  civil  government 
came  in  with  Luthery  or  were  to  go  out  with  Calvin. 
What  prejudice  is  it  for  a  Pofiflj  landlord  to  have  a 
froteftant  tenant  j  or  a  Prejhyierian  ten/int  to  have  zn 
Epifc4ifalian  landlord  ?  Certainly,,  tjie  ihil  affairs  of  all 
governments  in  the  world  may  be  peaceably  tranfa&ed 
finder  the  different  liwries  or  trims  q[  religion,  wbcne 
^ivil  rights  are  inviolably  oblerved«  v.4» 
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Nor  IS  there  any  intereft  fo  inconfiftcnt  with  peace 
and  unity,  as  that  which  dare  not  folely  rely  upon  the 
power  of  perfuafion,  but  affefts  fuperiority,  and  feeks 
after  an  earthly  crown.  This  is  not  to  a6t  the  Chrit 
tian,  but  the  Cafar\  not  to  promote  property^  but 
party,  and  make  a  nation  drudges  to  a  fed. 

Be  it  known  to  fuch  nartow  fpirits^  we  are  a  free 
people  by  the  creation  of  God,  the  redemption  of 
Chrift,  and  careful  provifion  of  our  (never  to  be  for- 
gotten) honourable  anceftors :  fo  that  our  claim  to 
thefe  Englifh  privileges  riftng  higher  than  the  date  of 
Proteftancy,  can  never  juftly  be  invalidated  for  non- 
conformity to  any  form  of  it.  This  were  to  lofe  by 
the  Reformation  i  which  God  forbid  !  I  am  fure  it  was 
to  enjoy  property,  with  confcience,  that  promoted  it. 
Nor  is  there  a  much  better  definition  of  Proteftancv, 
than  "  Frotefling  againft  Jf  oiling  property  for  conJcienceJ 
I  muft  therefore  take  leave  to  fay,  that  1  know  not 
how  to  reconcile  what  a  great  man  lately  delivered  in 
his  eloquent  fpeech  to  the  houfe  of  lords.  His  words 
are  thefe : 

*  For  when  we  confider  religion  in  parliament,  we 
^  are  fuppofed  to  confider  it  as  a  parliament  Ihould 
^  do,  and  as  parliaments  in  all  ages  have  done ;  that 

*  is,  as  it  is  apart  of  our  laws ;  a  part,  and  a  neceffary 

*  part,  of  our  government :  for  as  it  works  upon  the 

*  confcience,  as  it  is  an  inward  principle  of  the  divine 

*  lifey  by  which  good  men  do  govern  all  their  actions, 

*  tbeftate  Jpath  nothing  to  do  with  it :  it  is  a  thing  which 

*  belongs  to  another  kind  of  commiffion,  than  that  by 
f  which  we  fit  here.' 

I  acquiefce  in,  and  honour,  the  latter  part  of  this 
.difl:inaion,  taking  it  to  be  a  venerable  truth;  and 
would  to  God  mankind  would  believe  it,  and  live  it : 
but  how  to  agree  it  with  the  former,  I  profefs  igno- 
rance :  for  if  the  government  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  principle  itfelf,  what  more  can  (he  pretend  over 
the  ad^ions  of  thofe  men,  who  live  that  good  life  ?  Cer^- 
tainly,  if  religion  be  an  in^yard  principle  of  divine  Ufi^ 
exerting  itfelf  by  holy  living,  and  that,  as  fuch,   it 

belongs 
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belongs  not  to  the  commiflion  of  our  fuperiors,  I  do 
with  fubmifllon  conceive,  that  there  is  very  little  elfc 
of  religion  left  for  them  to  have  to  do  with :  the  reft 
merits  not  the  name  of  religion,  and  lefs  doth  fuch  a' 
formality  deferve  perfecution.  I  hope  fuch  circum- 
ftances  are  no  neccffary  part  of  Englifh  government, 
that  cannot  reafonably  be  reputed  a  neceffary  part  of  re- 
ligion :  and  I  believe  he  is  too  great  a  divine  and  lawyer, 
upon  fecond  thoughts,  to  repute  that  *  a  part  of  our 

*  laws,  a  part,  and  a  neceffary  part  of  our  government,' 
that  is,  fuch  a  part  of  religion  as  is  neither  the  *  di- 

*  vine  principle,'    nor  yet  the    *  aftions  immediately 

*  flowing  from  it;'  fince  the  government  was  moft 
complete  and  profperous  many  ages  without  it,  and 
hath  never  known  more  perplexed  contefts  and  trou- 
blefome  interruptions,  than  fince  it  hath  been  received 
and  valued  as  a  part  of  the  Englifh  government :  and 
God,  I  hope,  will  forbid  it,  in  the  hearts  of  our  fur 
periors,  that  Engliflimen  (hould  be  deprived  of  their 
civil  inheritance  for  their  nonconformity  to  church  for- 
mality: for  *  no  property  out  of  the  church,'  (the 
plain  Englifh  of  publick  fe verity  for  nonconforniiity) 
is  a  maxim  that  belongs  not  to  the  holy  law  of  God, 
or  common  law  of  the  land. 

IV.  If  liberty  and  property  mufl  be  the  forfeit  of 
confcience  for  nonconformity  to  the  prince's  religion, 
the  prince  and  his  religion  fhall  only  be  loved  as  the 
next  befl  acceffion  to  other  mens  eflates,  and  the  prince 
perpetually  provoked  to  expofe  many  of  his  inofFenfive 
people  to  beggary,   for  what  is  no  fault  at  common 

law. 

V.  It  is  our  fuperiors  interefl,  that  property  be  pre- 
ferved,  becaufe  it  is  their  own  cafe :  none  have  more 
property  than  themfelves.  But  if  property  be  expofed 
for  religion,  the  civil  magiflrate  expofes  both  his  con- 
fcience and  property  to  the  church,  and  difarms  him- 
felf  of  all  defence  upon  any  alteration  of  judgment. 
This  is  plainly  for  the  prince  to  hold  under  the  prelate^ 
and  tht  Jiate  to  fuffer  itfelf  to  be  rid  by  the  church, 
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VI.  It  obftrufts  all  improvement  of  land  and  trade;  Ifc 
for  who  will  labour  that  hath  property,  or  hath  it  li 
cxpofed  to  an  unreafonable  fort  of  men,  for  the  bare  |ir 
cxercife  of  his  confcience  to  God  ?  And  a  poor  country 
can  never  make  a  rich  and  powerful  prince.  Heaven  h 
is  therefore  heaven,  to  good  and  wife  men,  becaufe  |t 
they  are  to  have  an  eternal  propriety  therein. 

VII.  This  fort  of  procedure,  hitherto  oppofed,  on 
the  behalf  of  property,  puts  the  whole  nation  upon  mi- 
ferable  uncertainties,  that  are  followed  with  great  dif* 
quiets  and  diftradtions ;  which  certainly  it  is  the  inte<* 
reft  of  all  government  to  prevent :  the  reigns  of  Hen. 
VIII.  Edw.  VI.  Q^ Mary  and  Q^Eliz.  both  with  re- 
lation  to  the  marriages  of  the  firft,  and  the  religious 
revolutions  of  the  rett,  are  a  plain  proof  in  the  cafe. 

King  Hemy  voids  the  pope's  fupremacy,  and  affumcs 
it  himfelf.  Comes  Edw.  VL  and  enafts  Protejiancy^ 
with  an  oath  to  maintain  it.  i  Q^Mary,  ch.  i.  this 
is  abrogated;  Popety  folemnly  reftored;  and  an  oath 
inforced  to  defend  it :  and  this  queen  repeals  alfo  all 
laws  her  father  made  againft  the  pope,  fince  the  12th 
of  Hen.  VIII.  Next  follows  Q^Elizabeth^  and  repeals 
her  laws,  calls  back  Proteftancyy  ordains  a  new  oath, 
to  un-oath  queen  Mary's  oath :  and  all  this  under  the 
penalty  of  lofing  eftate,  liberty y  and  fometimes  life  it- 
felf;  which,  thoufands,  to  avoid,  lamentably  perjured 
themfelves,  four  or  jive  times  over^  within  the  fpace  of 
twenty  years.  In  which  (in,  the  .clergy  tranfcended: 
not  an  hundred  for  every  tbou/andy  but  left  their  princi- 
ples for  their  parilhes.  Thus  hath  confcience  been 
debauched  by  force,  and  property  tofled  up  and  down 
by  the  impetuous  blafts  of  ignorant  zeal,  or  finifter 
defign. 

VIII.  Where  liberty  and  property  are  violated,  there 
muft  always  be  a  ftate  of  force :  and  though  I  pray 
God  that  we  never  need  thofe  cruel  remedies,  whofc 
calamitous  efFeds  we  have  too  lately  felt,  yet  certainly, 
felf-prefervation  is  of  all  things  dearefl:  to  men ;  info- 
much  that  being  not  confcious  to  thcmfelves  of  hav- 
ing done  an  ill  thing,   they,   to  defend  their  unfor- 
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fcitcd  privileges,  chearfuUy  hazard  all  they  have  hi 
this  world ;  fo  very  ftrangely  vindidtive  arc  the  fons  of 
inen,  in  maintenance  of  their  rights.  And  fuch  are 
the  cares,  fears,  doubts,  and  infecurities  of  that  ad* 
ininiftration,  as  render  empire  a  flavery,  and  dominion 
the  worft  fort  of  bondage  to  the  poffcffbr.  On  the 
contrary,  nothing  can  give  greater  chearfulnefs,  con- 
fidence, fecurity  and  honour  to  any  prince,  than  ruling 
by  law;  for  it  is  a  conjunftion  of  title  with  power,  and 
attrafts  love,  as  well  as  it  requires  duty. 

Give  me  leave,  without  offence  (for  I  have  God's 
evidence  in  my  own  confcience,  I  intend  nothing  but 
a  refpedful  caution  to  my  fuperiors)  to  confirm  this 
reafon,  with  the  judgment  and  example  of  other  times. 
The  governors  of  the  Eleans  held  a  ftridl  hand  over 
the  people ;  who,  defpairing  of  relief  at  home,  called 
in  the  Spartans,  and  by  their  help  freed  all  their  cities 
from  the  (harp  bondage  of  their  natural  lords. 

The  ftate  of  Sparta  was  grown  powerful,  and  op- 
prefled  the  Thcbans :  they,  though  but  a  weak  peo- 
ple, whetted  by  dcfpair,  and  the  profpedt  of  greater  . 
miferies,  did,  by  the  Athenians,    deliver  themfelves 
from  the  Spartan  yoke. 

Nor  is  there  any  other  confiderable  reafon  given  for 
the  ruin  of  the  Carthaginian  ftate,  than  avarice  and  fc- 
verity.  More  of  this  is  to  be  found  in  Ralegh's 
Hiftory  of  the  World,  1.  3.  who  hath  this  witty  ex-- 
preflion  in  the  fame  ftory,  1.  5.  of  a  fevere  conduft: 
^  When  a  forced  government,'  faith  he,  *  Ihall  decay 
«  in  ftrength,  it  will  fufFer,  as  did  the  old  lion,  for 

*  the  oppreflion  done  in  his  youth ;  being  pinched  by 
«  the  wolf,  gored  by  the  bull,  and  kick^  alfo  by  the 

*  a/s :'  the  fenfelefs  mob. 

This  loft  Casfar  Borgia  his  new  and  great  conquefts 
in  Italy.  No  better  fuccefs  attended  the  fevere  hand 
held  over  the  people  of  Naples,  by  Alphonfo  and 
Ferdinand.  It  was  the  undue  feverity  of  the  Sicilian 
governors,  that  made  the  S^racufians,  Leontines,  and 
McfTenians,  fo  eafy  a  conqueft  to  the  Romans.  An 
harih  anfwer  to  a  petitioning  peopie  loft  Rchoboam 

ten 
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ten  tribes.  On  the  contrary,  in  Livy,  Dec.  i,  1.  j, 
we  find,  that  Petilia,  a  city  of  the  Brutians  in  Italy, 
chofe  rather  to  endure  all  extremity  of  war  from  Han- 
nibal, than  upon  any  condition  to  defert  the  Romans, 
who  had  governed  them  moderately,  and  by  that  gen- 
tle conduft  procured  their  love  -,  even  then,  whea  the 
Romans  fent  them  word,  *  they  were  not  able  to  rc- 

*  lieve  them,  and  wifhed  them  to  provide  for  their 

•  own  fafety/ 

N,  Machiavel,  in  his  Difcourfes  upon  Livy,  p.  54a. 
tells  us,  ^  That  one  aft  of  humanity  was  of  more  force 
f  with  the  conquered  Falifci,  than  many  violent  afts 
^  of  hoftility  :*  which  makes  good  that  faying  of  Se- 
neca, Mitius  imperanti  melius  pare  fur',  *  They  are  beft 

*  obeyed,  that  govern  moft  mildly.* 

IX.  If  thefe  ancient  fundamental  laws,  fo  agreeable 
with  nature,  fo  fuited  to  the  difpofitions  of  our  nation, 
fo  often  defended  with  blood  and  treafure,  fo  carefully 
and  frequently  ratified  by  our  anceftors,  Ihall  not  be, 
to  our  great  pilots,  as  ftars  or  compafs  for  them  to 
fteer  the  veffel  of  this  kingdom  by,  or  limits  to  their 
legiflature ;  no  man  can  tell  how  long  he  (hall  be  fe- 
cure  of  his  coat,  enjoy  his  houfe,  have  bread  to  give 
his  children,  liberty  to  work  for  bread,  and  life  to 
cat  it.  Truly,  this  is  to  juftify  what  we  condemn  in 
Roman  Catholicks.  It  is  one  of  our  main  objeftions, 
that  their  church  affumes  a  power  of  impofing  religion^ 
thereby  denying  men  the  liberty  of  walking  by  the 
rules  of  their  own  reafon  and  confcience,  and  precepts 
of  holy  writ :  to  whom  we  oppofe  both.  We  fay,  the 
church  is  tied  to  aft  nothing  contrary  to  reafon  j  and 
that  holy  writ  is  the  declared  law  of  heaven;  which 
to  maintain,  power  is  given  to  the  true  church.  Now 
let  us  apply  this  argument  to  our  civil  affairs,  and  it 
will  certainly  end  in  a  reafonable  limitation  of  our 
legiflators,  that  they  fhould  not  impofe  that  upon  our 
underftandings,  which  is  inconfiftent  with  them  to  em- 
brace; nor  offer  any  the  leaft  violation  to  commoni 
right.     Do  the  Romanifts  fay,  *  Believe  as  the  church 

•  believes?    Do  not  the  Proteftants,   and,  which  i& 
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harder,  legiflators,  fay  fo  too  ?  Do  we  fay  to  the  Ro^ 
manifls  at  this  rate,  *  Your  obedience  is  blind,  and 

*  your  ignorance  is  the  mother  of  devotion?'  Is  it 
not  alfo  true  of  ourfelves  ?    Do  we  objedt  to  them, 

*  This  makei^  your  religion  uncertain,  one  thing  to- 
*,  day,  and  another  to-morrow  ?'  Doth  not  our  own 
cafe  fubmit  us  to  the  like  variation  in  civils  ?  Have 
we  not  long  told  them,  that,  *  under  pretence  of  obey- 

*  ing  the  church,  and  not  controuling  her  power,  fhe 

*  hath   raifed    a  fuperftrufture  inconfiftent  with  that 

*  foundation  fhe  pretends  to  build  upon?'  And  arc 
not  we  the  men  in  civils,  that  make  our  privileges  ra- 
ther to  depend  upon  men  than  laws,  as  fhe  doth  upon 
councils,  not  fcripture  ?  If  this  be  not  popery  in  tem- 
porals, what  is  ? 

It  is  humbly  bcfeeched  of  fuperiors,  that  it  would 
pleafe  them  to  confider  what  refleftion  fuch  feverity 
juftly  brings  upon  their  proceedings  j  and  remember, 
that  in  their  ancient  delegations,  it  was  not  to  define, 
refolve,  and  impofc  matters  of  religion,  and  facrifice 
civil  privileges  for  it;  but,  to  maintain  the  people's 
properties,  according  to  the  ancient  fundamental  laws 
of  the  land,  and  to  add  fuch  ftatutes  only,  as  were 
confiftent  with,  and  prefervative  of,  thofe  fundamen- 
tal laws. 

Laftly,  To  conclude  this  head:  my  plain  and  honeft 
drift  has  been,  to  fhew  that  church  government  is  no 
eflential  part  of  the  old  Englijh  government,  and  to 
difintangle  property  from  opinion  j  the  untoward  knot 
which  the  clergy  for  feveral  ages  have  tied,  which  is 
not  only  the  people's  right,  but  our  fuperiors  intereft 
to  undoi  for  it  galls  both  people  and  prince.  For, 
where  property  is  fubjefted  to  opinion,  the  church  in- 
terpofes,  and  makes  fomething  elfe  requifite  to  enjoy 
property,  than  belongs  to  the  nature  of  property;  and 
the  reafon  of  our  poffeflion  is  not  our  right  by,  and 
obedience  to,  the  common  laWy  but  conformity  to 
church  law,  or  laws  for  church  conformity.  A  thing 
dangerous  to  civil  government,  fince  it  is  an  alteration 
of  old  Engliih  tenure,  a  fufFering  the  church  to  trip 

vp 
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up  and  fupplant  the  flate;  and  a  making  people  to 
owe  their  proteftion  not  to  the  civil  but  ecckfloftical 
authority.  For  let  the  church  be  my  friend,  and  all 
is  well ;  make  her  my  foe,  and  I  am  made  her  prey, 
let  magna  chart  a  fay  what  Ihe  will  for  me :  my  horfes, 
cows,  fheep,  corn,  goods,  go  firft,  my  perfon  to  gaol 
next,  for  all  that:  behold,  (omc >church  trophies  made 
at  the  conqueft  of  a  peaceable  Diflenter  I 

This  is  that  anxious  thing :  may  our  fuperiors  pleafe 
to  weigh  it  in  the  equal  fcale  of  "  doing  as  they 
•*  would  be  done  by:"  let  thofe  common  laws  that 
fix  and  preferve  property,  be  the  rule  and  ftandard  of 
their  legiflation  and  adminiftration.  Make  Englijh* 
wuns  rights  as  inviolable  as  Englijh  church  rights :  dif- 
intangle  and  diftinguifh  them  :  and  let  no  man  fuftain 
iivil  punijhments  for  eccleftajiical  faults^  but  for  fins 
againft  the  ancient,  eftablifhed  church  government  only; 
that  the  natures  of  ads  and  rewards  may  not  be  con* 
founded.  So  fliall  the  civil  magiftrate  preferve  law, 
fecure  his  civil  dignity  and  empire,  and  make  himfelf 
beloved  of  Englifhmen  •,  whofe  cry  is,  and  the  cry  of 
whofe  laws   have  ever   been,    *  Property  rather  than 

*  opinion ;  civil  rights  not  concerned  with  ecclefiafti- 
^  cal  difcipline,  nor  forfeitable  for  religious  noncon* 

*  formity.* 

But  though  an  inviolable  prefervation  of  Englifh 
rights  of  all  things  befl  fecureth  to  our  fuperiors  the 
love  and  allegiance  of  the  people ;  yet  there  is  fome* 
thing  farther,  that,  with  fubmiffion,  I  offer  to  their 
ferious  confideration,  which  in  the  (econd  place  con« 
cerns  their  intereft,  and  the  people's  felicity :  and  that 
is  their  difagreement  about  religion,  notwithftanding 
their  unanimous  cry  for  property ;  a  prudent  manage-^ 
ment  of  which  may  turn  to  the  great  quiet,  honour, 
and  profit  of  the  king  and  kingdom. 


CHAP. 
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Of  our  fupcriors  governing  themfelves  upon  a  balance^ 
as  near  as  may  be,  towards  the  feveral  religious 
interefts. 

IL  Of  a  balance  refpefting  religious  differences^ 
Eight  prudential  reafons  why  the  civil  magiftrate 
fliould  embrace  it.  Three  objedions  anfwered, 
A  comprehenfion  confidered,  but  a  toleration  pre- 
ferred, upon  reafon  and  example. 

TO  perform  my  part  in  this  point,  being  the  fc- 
cond  branch  of  my  anfwer  to  the  queftion,  I 
fhall  not  at  this  time  make  it  my  bufinefs  to  manifeft 
the  inconfiftency  there  is  between  the  Chriftian  reli- 
gion, and  a  forced  uniformity;  not  only  becaufe  it 
hath  been  fo  often  and  excellently  done  by  men  of  wit^ 
learning  and  conlciencc,  and  that  1  have  clfewhere 
largely  delivered  my  fenfe  about  it ;  but  becaufe  every 
free  and  impartial  temper  hath  of  a  long  time  obfcrved^ 
that  fuch  barbarous  attempts  were  fo  far  from  being 
indulged,  that  they  were  moft  feverely  prohibited  by" 
Chrift  himfelf ;  who  inftrufted  his  difciples,  "  to  love 
*«  their  enemies,"  and  hot  to  perfecutc  their  friends 
for  every  difference  in  opinion ;  that  the  tares  (hould 
grow  with  the  wheat :  that  his  kingdom  is  not  of  this 
world :  th^t  faith  is  the  gift  of  God :  that  the  will  and 
underftanding  of  men  are  faculties  not  to  be  worked 
upon  by  any  corporal  penalties:  that  truth  is  all- 
fufficient  to  her  own  relief:  that  error  ^nA  anger  go  to* 
gether :  that  ba/e  coin  only  ftands  in  need  of  impojitiim 
to  make  it  current,  but  that  true  metal  paffeth  for  its 
own  intrinfick  valuer  with  a  great  deal  more  of  that; 
natiire.  I  fhall  therefore  choofe  to  oppofe  myfelf,  at 
this  time,  to  any  fuch  feverity,  upon  mere  prudence  j 
that  fuch  as  have  m  religion  (and  certainly  they  that 
ferfecute  for  religion,  have  as  little  as  need  to  be)  may 
be  induced  to  tolerate  them  diat  have.  Firft,  Howe- 
ver 
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vcradvifable  it  may  be,  in  the  judgment  of  fome  world- 
ly-wife men  to  prevent,  even  by  force,  the  arifing 
of  any  new  opinion^  where  a  kingdom  is  univerfally  of 
another  mind  i  efpecially  if  it  be  odious  to  the  peo- 
ple, and  inconfiftent  with  the  fafety  of  the  govern- 
ment; it  cannot  be  fo,  where  a  kingdom  is  of  many 
minds,  unlefs  fome  one  party  hath  all  the  wifdom, 
wealth,  number,  fober  life,  induftry,  and  refolution 
on  its  fide ;  which  I  am  fure  is  not  to  be  found  in 
England.  So  that  the  wind  hath  plainly  ihifted  its 
corner,  and  confequently  obliges  to  another  courfe :  I 
mean,  England's  circumftances  are  grealy  changed, 
and  they  require  new  expedients,  and  another  fort  of 
application. 

Phyficians  vary  their  medicines  according  to  the 
revolution  and  the  mixture  of  diftcmpers.  They  that 
feek  to  tie  the  government  to  abfolute  and  inadequate 
methods  (fuppofing  them  once  apt,  which  cruelty  in 
this  cafe  never  was)  are  not  friends  to  its  intereft,' 
whatever  they  may  be  to  their  own.  If  our  fuperiors 
Ihould  make  it  their  bufinefs  fo  to  prefer  one  party,  as 
to  deprefs  or  deprive  the  reji,  they  infecure  themfelves, 
by  making  their  friends  their  enemies,  who  before 
were  one  another's.  To  be  fure  it  creatcth  hatred  be- 
tween the  party  advanced,  and  thofe  depreffed.  Jacob's 
preferring  Jofeph,  put  his  brethren  upon  that  conlpi- 
racy  againft  him. 

I  will  allow  that  they  may  have  a  more  particular 
favour  for  the  church  party,  than  for  any  other  per- 
fuafion,  but  not  more  than  for  all  other  parties  in 
England:  that  certainly  would  break  the  balance;  the 
keeping  up  of  which,  will  make  every  party  to  owe 
its  tranquility  to  their  prudence  and  goodnefs,  which 
will  never  fail  of  returns  of  love  and  loyalty.  For 
fince  we  fee  each  intereft  looks  jealoufly  upon  the  other, 
it  is  reafonable  to  believe,  they  had  rather  the  domi- 
nion fhould  lodge  where  it  is,  while  impartial  in  their 
judgment,  than  to  truft  it  with  any  one  fort  of  them- 
felves. 

Many 
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Many  inquifitive  men  into  human  affairs  have 
thought,  that  the  concord  of  difcords  hath  not  been 
the  infirmcit  bafis  government  can  rife  or  ftand  upon: 
it  hath  been  obfcrved,  that  Icfs  fedition  and  difturb* 
ance  attended  Hannibal's  army,  that  confifted  of  many 
nations,  than  the  Roman  legions,  that  were  of  one 
people.  It  is  marvellous  how  the  wifdom  of  that  ge- 
neral fecu  red  them  to  his  defigns:  Livy  faith,  ^  That 

*  his  army  for  thirteen  years,  that  had  roved  up  and 

*  down  the  Roman  empire,  made  up  of  many  coun- 

*  tries,    divers   languages,    laws,   cuftoms,   religions, 
'  under  all  their  fuccefles  of  war  and  peace,  never  mu^ 

*  tinied.'     Malvetzy,  as  well  as  Livy,    afcribes  it  to 
that  variety,  well  managed  by  the  general. 

By  the  like  prudence  Jovianus  and  Theodofius 
Magnus  brought  tranquillity  to  their  empire,  after  muck, 
rage  and  blood  for  religion. 

In  nature  we  alfo  fee^  all  heat  confumes,  all  cold 
kills ;  that  three  degrees  of  cold  to  two  of  heat,  not 
only  allay  the  heat,  but  introduce  the  contrary  qua- 
lity, and  overcool  by  a  degree:  but  two  degrees  of 
cold,  to  two  of  heat,  make  a  poize  in  elements,  and  a 
balance  in  nature. 

The  like  in  families:  it  is  not  probable  that  amafter 
fhould  have  his  work  fo  well  done,  at  leaft  with  that 
love  and  refbeft,  who  continually  fmiles  upon  one  fer- 
vant,  and  feverely  frowns  upon  all  the  refti  on  the 
contrary,  it  is  apt  to  raife  feuds  amongft  fervants, 
and  turn  duty  into  revenge,  at  leaft  contempt.  In 
fine,  it  is  to  make  our  fuperiors  dominion  lefs  than 
God  made  it,  and  to  blind  their  eyes,  ftop  their  ears, 
and  ftiut  up  their  breafts,  from  beholding  the  nmiferies, 
hearing  the  cries,  and  rcdrefling  the  grievances  of  a 
•raft  number  of  people  under  their  charge,  vexed  in  this 
world,  for  their  belief  and  inoffenfive  fraStice  about  the 
next. 

Secondly,  It  is  the  intereft  of  governors  to  be  put 

upon  no  thanklefs  offices;  that  is,  to  blow  no  coals 

in  their  own  country,  efpecially  when  it  is  ta  confume 

their  people,  and,  it  may  be,  thcrnrlclyes  too :  not  to 

Vol.111,  CL  b« 
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be  the  cat's  foot,  nor  to  make  work  for  themfclves,  or 
fill  their  own  hands  with  trouble,  or  the  kingdom 
with  complaints.  It  is  to  forbid  them  the  ufe  of  cle- 
mency, wherein  they  ought  mod  of  all  to  imitate  God 
Almighty,  "  whofe  mercy  is  above  all  his  works;" 
and  renders  them  a  fort  of  extortioners  to  the  people, 
the  moft  remote  from  the  end  and  goodnefs  of  their 
office.  In  Ihort,  it  is  the  bed  receipt  that  their  ene- 
mies can  give,  to  make  them  uneafy  to  the  country. 

Thirdly,  It  not  only  mak^s  them  enemies,  but  there! 
is  no  fuch  excitement  to  revenge,  as  a  raped  confci- 
ence.  He  that  hath  been  forced  to  break  his  peace, 
to  gratify  the  humour  of  another,  muft  have  a  great 
Ihare  of  mercy  and  felf-denial  to  forgive  that  injury, 
and  forbid  himfclf  the  pleafure  of  retribution  upon 
the  authors  of  it :  for  revenge,  in  other  cafes  condemn- 
able  of  all,  is  here  looked  upon  by  too  many  to  be 
the  next. way  to  expiation.  To  be  fure,  whether  the 
grounds  of  their  diflent  be  rational  in  themfelves,  fuch 
leverity  is  unjuftifiable  with  them;  for  this  is  a  maxim 
with  fufFerers,  *  Whoever  is  in  the  wrong,  the  per/ecu^ 
^  tor  cannot  be-in  the  right.*  Men,  not  confcious  to 
themfelves  of  evil,  and  harfhly  treated,  not  only  refent 
it  unkindly,  but  are  bold  to  fhew  it. 

Fourthly,  Suppofe  the  prince,  by  his  fe verity,  con- 
quers any  into  a  compliance,  he  can  upon  no  prudent 
ground  affure  himfelf  of  their  fidelity,  whom  he  hath 
taught  to  be  treacherous  to  their  own  convidtibns. 
Wife  men  rarely  confide  in  thofe  whom  they  have  de- 
bauched from  truft  to  ferve  themfelves :  at  beft  it  re- 
fembleth  but  forced  marriages,  that  feldom  prove 
happy  to  the  parties.  In  ihort,  force  makes  hypocrites, 
it  is  perjuafion  only  that  makes  converts. 

Fifthly,  This  partiality,  of  facrificing  the  liberty  and. 
property  of  all  Diffenters  to  the  promotion  of  a  fin-. 
gle  party,  be  they  good  or  ill  men,  as  it  is  the  lively 
rcprcfentation  of  J.  Calvin's  borrmdum  iecretum\  fo 
the  confequences  of  the  one  belong  unto  the  other ;  it 
being  but  that  ill-natured  principle  put  into  praSice. 
Mca  are  put  upon  tht  fame  dcfpcrate  courfes,  either 
^»  '  '  to 
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to  have  no  confcience  at  all,  or  to  be  hanged  for 
having  a  confcience  not  fafl\ionable :  for,  let  them  be 
virtuous,  let  them  be  vicious,  if  they  fall  not  in  with 
that  mode  of  religion,  they  muft  be  reprobatid  to  all 
civil  and  ecclefiaflical  intents  and  purpofes.  Strange ! 
that  men  muft  either  deny  their  faith  and  reafon,  or 
be  deftroyed  for  afting  according  to  them,  be  they 
otherwife  never  fo  peaceable.  What  power  is  this,  or 
rather  what  principle  ?  But  that  men  are  to  be  pro- 
teftcd  upon  favour,  not  right  or  merit ;  and  that  no 
merit  out  of  the  publick  church-drefs  (hould  find  ac- 
ceptance, is  fevere.  We  juftly  blame  that  father> 
that  narrows  his  paternal  love  to  fome  one  of  his  chil- 
dren, though  the  reft  be  not  one  jot  lefs  virtuous  than 
the  favourite:  fuch  injuftice  can  never  flow  from  a 
foul  aftuated  by  reafon,  but  a  mind  governed  by 
fancy,  and  enflaved  to  paflions. 

Sixthly,  Confider,  peace,  plenty,  and  fafety,  the 
three  great  inducements  to  'any  country  to  honour  the 
prince,  and  love  the  government,  as  well  as  the  belt 
allurements  to  foreigners  to  trade  with  it  and  trans- 
port themfelves  to  it,  are  utterly  loft  by  fuch  partiali- 
ties; for  inftead  of  peace,  love,  and  good  neighbour- 
hood, behold  animofity  and  conteft!  One  neighbour 
watches  another,  and  makes  him  an  offender  for  his 
confcience :  this  divides  them,  their  families  and  ac- 
quaintance; perhaps,  with  them,  the  towns  and  vil- 
lages where  they  live :  and  moft  commonly,  the  fuf- 
ferer  hath  the  pity,  and  the  perfecutor  the  odium,  of 
the  multitude.  And  truly  when  people  fee  cruelty 
pradifed  upon  their  inofFenfive  neighbours,  by  a  trou- 
blefome  fort  of  men,  and  thofe  countenanced  by  a 
law,  it  breedeth  ill  blood  againft  the  government* 
•Certainly,  haling  people  to  gaols,  breaking  open  their 
houfes,  feizing  of  their  eftates,  and  that  without  all 
proportion ;  leaving  wives  without  their  huft)ands,  and 
children  without  their  parents,  and  their  families,  rc- 
lationsj  friends,  and  neighbours,  under  amaze  and 
trouble^  is  almoft  as  far  from  the  peace  of  a  welU 

Q^a  governed 
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governed  kingdom,  as  it  is  from  the  meeknefs  of 
Ihriftianity, 
Plenty  will  be  hereby  exchanged  for  poverty,  by 
the  deftrudbion  of  many  thoufand  families  within  this 
realm,  who  are  greatly  inftrumental  for  the  carrying 
on  of  the  moft  fubftantial  commerce  therein;  men  of 
virtue,  good  contrivance,  great  induftry;  whofe  la- 
bours not  only  keep  the  parifties  from  the  trouble  and 
charge  of  maintaining  them  and  theirs,  but  help  to 
maintain  the  poor,  and  are  great  contributors  to  the 
king's  revenue  by  their  traffick.  This  very  feverity 
y/ill  make  more  bankrupts  in  the  kingdom  of  England 
in  feven  years,  than  have  been  in  it  upon  all  other 
accounts  in  feven  ages :  which  confequence,  how  far 
it  may  confift  with  the  credit  and  intereft  of  the  go- 
vernment, I  leave  to  better  judgments. 

This  fort  of  great  feverity  that  hath  been  lately,  and 
ftill  is,  ufed  amongft  us,  is  like  to  prove  a  great 
check  to  that  readinefs,  .which  otherwife  we  find  in 
foreigners  to  trade  with  the  inhabitants  of  this  king- 
dom; for  if  men  cannot  call  any  thing  their  own^  un- 
der a  different  exercife  of  confcience  from  the  national 
way  of  religion,  their  correfpondents  may  juftly  and 
prudently  fay,  *  We  will  not  farther  concern  ourfelves 
with  men  that  Hand  upon  fuch  ticklifh  terms :  what 
know  we  but  fuch  perfons  are  ruined  in  their  eftates, 
by  reafon  of  their  non- conformity ^  before  fuch  time 
as  we  fhall  be  reimburfed  for  money  paid,  or  goods 
delivered :  nay,  we  know  not  how  foon  thofc  who 
arc  conformifls,  may  be  non-conformifts,  or  what 
revolutions  of  councils  may  happen,  fince  the  fun- 
damental laws,  fo  jealous  of  the  people's  property, 
are  fo  little  valued  by  fome  of  their  own  magiftrates; 
for  though  we  are  told  of  very  worthy  and  excellent 
laws  in  England,  for  the  fecurity  of  the  people's 
rights,  yet  we  are  alfo  told,  that  they  all  hang  at 
the  church's  girdle;  infomuch  as  no  church  conform' 
mw/y,  joo  property  I  which  is,  no  churchman,  no  Englifi^ 
man*  So  that  in .  cffeft  the  rights  of  their  country 
depend  upon  the  rights  of  their  church ;  and  thofe 

*  churches 
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churches  have  taken  their  turn  fo  often,  that  a  body 
knows  not  how  to  manage  one's  felf  fecurcly  to  one's 
own  affairs,  in  a  correfpondence  with  any  of  them. 
For  in  king  Henry  the  Eighth's  days.  Popery  was  the 
only  orthodox  religion,  and  Zuinglius,  Luther,  Mc- 
lanfthon,  Oecolampadius,  &c.  were  great  hereticks. 
In  Edward  the  Sixth's  time,  they-  were  faints,  and 
Popery  was  idolatry.     A  few  years  after,  queen  Mary 
makes  the  Papifts  holy  church,  and  Protefiancy  herefy. 
About  fix  years  completes  her  time,  and  queen  Eli- 
zabeth enters   her  reign,   in  which  Proteftants  arc 
good  ChriJlianSy  and  the  church  of  Rome  the  Wbort 
of  Babylon.     In  her  reign,  and  that  of  king  James, 
ancj  king  Charles  the  Firft,  fprung  the  Puritans^  who 
divided  themfelves  into  Prejbytetiansy  and  Independ'- 
entsi  the  bifliops  exclaiming  againft  them  for  fcbif^ 
maiicksy  and  they  againft   the  bifhops   for  papijiical 
and  anticbrijlian.     In  the  long  parliament's  time,  the 
Prejbyterian  drives  out  the  Bijhop.   O.  Cromwell  de- 
feating them,  and  fending  the  Prefbyterian  to  keep 
company  with  the  Biihop,   confers   it  moftly  upon 
the  Independent  and  Anabaptijiy  who  kept  it  through 
the  other  fraftions  of  government,  till  the  Preft)yter 
and  Bifhop  got  it  from  them :    and  the  Bijhop  now 
from  the  Prejbyter :  but  how  long  it  will  reft  there, 
who  knows  ?'     Thus  a  foreigner  may  juftly  argue. 
Nor  is  my  fuppofition  idle  or  improbable,  unlefe 
moderation  take  place  of  feverity,    and  property  the 
room  of  punifliment  for  opinion  i  ^r  that  muft  be  the 
iafting  fecurity,  as  well  as  that  it  is  the  fundamental 
right  of  E^nglijh  people. . 

There  is  alfo  a  farther  confideration,  and  that  is, 
the  rendering  juft  and  very  good  debts  defperatc,  both 
at  home  and  abroad,  by  giving  opportunity  to  the 
del)tors  of  Diffenters  to  detain  their  dues.  Indeed  k 
feems  a  natural  confequence  with  all,  but  men  of 
percy  and  integrity :  *  What  (hould  we  pay  them  for,' 
may  they  fay,  *  that  are  not  in  a  capacity  to  demand 
*  or  receive  it,  at  leaft  to  compel  us  ?'  Nay,  they  may 
plead  a  fort  of  kindnefs  to  their  creditors,  and  fay, 

0.3  ^Wu 
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*  We  had  as  good  keep  it;  for  if  we  pay  it  them, 

*  they  will  foon  lofe  it;  it  is  better  to  remain  with  us, 

*  than  they  fhould  be  pillaged  of  it  by  informers;' 
though  want  (hould  in  the  mean  time  overtake  the 
right  owners  and  their  families. 

Nor  is  it  unworthy  of  the  mofli  deliberate  thoughts 
of  our  fuperiors,  that  the  land  already  fwarms  with 
beggars;  and  that  there  is  hardly  fo  ready  a  courfe  to 
increafe  their  number,  as  the  fevere  profecution  of 
Diffenters,  both  by  making  ihem  fuch,  and  thofe  that 
their  employs  have  kept  from  begging  all  this  while : 
fo  that  though  they  immediately  fufFer,  the  kingdom, 
jn  the  end,  muft  be  the  lofen  For  befides  a  decay  of 
trade,  &c.  this  driving  away  of  flocks  of  fheep,  and 
herds  of  cattle,  feizing  of  barns  full  of  corn,  break- 
ing open  of  doors  and  chefts,  taking  away  the  beft 
goods  that  thofe  inftruments  of  cruelty  can  find, 
fometimes  all,  even  to  a  bed,  a  blanket,  wearing  appar 
rcl,  and  the  very  tools  of  trade,  by  which  people  ho- 
neftly  labour  to  get  their  bread,  till  they  leave  men, 
yomen,  and  children,  deftitute  of  fubfiftence,  will 
neceflitate  an  extreme  advance  of  the  poor's  rate  in 
-every  parifh  of  England,  or  they  muft  be  ftarved,  O 
that  it  woyld  pleafc  them  that  are  in  authority,  to  put 
a  ftop  to  this  inhuman  ufage,  left  the  vengeance  of 
the  jqft  God  break  forth  farther  againft  this  poor 
land! 

Safety^  another  requifite  to  an  happy  government, 
muft  needs  be  at  an  end,  where  the  courfe  oppugned 
i$  followed,  by  tempting  people  to  irregular  n^ethods 
to  be  eafy,  or  to  quit  the  land.  And  truly  it  is  but 
fome  prudent  prince's  proclaiming  liberty  of  con- 
fcience  within  his  territories,  and  a  door  Js  opened 
for  a  million  of  people  to  pafs  out  of  their  native 
foil ;  which  is  not  fo  extremely  innproved,  that  it 
ihould  not  want  two  or  three  hundred  thoufand  famir 
lies  vaovp  tbail  it  hath,  to  advance  it^  efpecially  at 
this  tirpe  of  d^y,  when  our  foreign  iflands  yearly  take 
off  fo  many  inhabitants  from  us,  who,  from  neceflity, 

;ire  made  ynatile  t9  ft^y  at  home.    And  as  of  contrat- 

•«  •  ^      •  * 
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ries  there  is  the  fame  reafon,  fo  let  the  government 
of  England  but  give  '^that  prudent  invitation  to  fo- 
reigners, and  ftie  maketh  herfelf  miftrefs  of  the  arts 
and  manufaftures  of  Europe.  Nothing  elfe  hath  pre- 
ferved  Holland  from  truckling  under  the  Spaniih  yoke, 
and  being  ruined  above  threefcore  years  ago,  and  given 
her  that  rife  to  wealth  and  glory. 

Seventhly,  Nor  is  this  feverity  only  injurious  to  the 
affairs  of  England,  but  the  whole  Proteftant  world : 
for  befides  that  it  calls  the  fincerity  of  their  proceed- 
ings againft  the  Papifts  into  queffiion,  it  furnifheth 
them  with   this  fort    of  unanfwerable  interrogatory: 

*  The  Proteftants  exclaim  againft  us  for  perfecutors, 

*  and  are  they   now  the  very   men  tbemjelves?  Was 

*  feVerity  an  inftance  of  weaknefs  in  our  religion,  and 

*  is  it  become  a  valid  argument  in  theirs?    Are  not 

*  our  adions  (once  void  of  all  cxcufc  with  them)  now 

*  defended  by  their  own  praftice  ?  But  if  men  muft  be 
'  reftrained  upon  prudential  confiderations  from  the 
«  exercife  of  their  confciences  in  England,  why  not 

*  the  fame  in  France  and  Germany,  where  matters  of 
'  ftate  may  equally  be  pleaded?*  Certainly,  whatever 
Ihifts  Proteftants  may  ufe  to  palliate  thefe  proceedings, 
they  are  thus  far  condemnable  upon  the  foot  of  pru- 
dence. 

Eighthlyi  Such  procedure  is  a  great  refleftion  upon 
the  juftice  of  the  government,  in  that  it  enafts  penal- 
ties ins^dequate  to  the  fault  committed ;  viz.  That  I 
fhquld  lofe  my  liberty  and  property,  fundamental  ci- 
yil  privileges,  for  fome  error  in  judgment  about  mat- 
ters of  religion  :  as  if  I  muft  not  be  a  many  becaufe  I 
am  not  fucb  a  fort  of  religious  man  as  the  government 
would  have  me;  but  muft  lofe  my  claim  to  all  natural 
benefits,  though  I  agree  with  them  in  civil  affairs, 
becaufe  I  fall  not  in  with  the  judgment  of  the  go- 
vernment in  fome  points  of  a  fupernatural  import^ 
though  no  real  part  of  the  ancient  government.  Per- 
haps, inftead  of  going  to  the  left-hand,  I  go  to  the 
right :  and  whereas  I  am  commanded  to  hear  A.  B.  I 
rather  choofe  to  hear  CD.  my  reafon  for  it  being, 

QL4  '  thQ 
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the  more  religious  influence  the  latter  hath  over  me, 

than  the  former;  and  that  I  find  by  experience,  I 

^  am  better  afFedled,  and  more  religloufly  edified   to 

*  good  living/  What  blemilh  is  this  to  the  govern- 
ment ?  What  infccurity  to  the  civil  magiftrate  ?  Why 
may  not  this  man  fell,  buy,  plow,  pay  his  rents,  be 
as  jgood  a  fubjeft,  and  as  true  an  Englijhman,  as  any 
conformifi  in  the  kingdom?  Howbeit,  fines  and  gaols 
are  very  ill  arguments  to  convince  fobcr  mens  under- 
ftandings,  and  diffuade  them  from  the  continuance  of 
fo  harmlefs  a  praftice. 

.  Laftly,  But  there  is  yet  another  inconvenience  that 
will  attend  this  fort  of  feverity,  that  fo  naturally  fol- 
lows upon  our  fupcriors  making  conformity  to  the 
doftrine  and  worfhip  of  the  church  of  England,  the 
fine  qua  non,  or  inlet  to  all  property,  and  ground  of 
claim  to  all  Englilh  civil  privileges  i  to  wit,  *  That 
f  they  make  a  rod,  for  aught  they  know,  to  whip  their 

*  ovfTi pofterity  with;'  fince  it  is  impoflible  for  them  to 
fccure  their  children  to  the  Englilh  church :  and  if  it 
happen  that  any  of  them  are  never  fo  confcientioufly 
of  another  perfuafion,  they  are  lia]?le  to  all  the  mife- 
ries  that  may  attend  the  execution  of  thofe  laws.  Such 
a  king  muft  not  be  king^  fuch  lords  and  commons  muft 
not  fit  in  parliament :  nay,  they  muft  not  adminifter 
any  office,  be  it  never  fo  inferior,  within  the  realm, 
and  they  never  fo  virtuous  and  capable  to  do  it :  their 
very  patrimony  becomes  a  prey  to  a  pack  of  lewd  in- 
formers, and  their  perfons  expofed  to  the  abufe  of 
xpen,  poor  or  malicious. 

But  there  are  three  objeftions  that  fome  make  againft 
what  I  have  urged,  not  unfit  to  be  confidered.  The 
firft  is  this :  '  If  the  liberty  defired  be  granted,  what 
^  know  we  but  Diflenters  may  employ  their  meetings 

*  to  infinuate  againft  the  government,  inflame  people 

*  into  a  diflike  of  their  fuperiors,  and  thereby  prepare 
^  them  for  mifchief  ?' 

Anf,  This  objedtion  may  have  fome  force,  fo  long 
^s  our  fuperiors  continue  feverity ;  becaufe  it  doth  not 
only  fharp^d  and  excite  DiiTenters^  but  it  rqns  pfxany 

of 
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^f  them  into  fuch  holes  and  corners,  that  if  they 
were  difppfed  to  any  fuch  confpiracies,  they  have  the 
fecureft  places  and  opportunities  to  efFeft  their  de(ign« 
But  what  Diflenter  can  be  fo  deftitute  of  reafon,  and 
of  love  to  common  fafety,  as  to  expofe  himfelf  and 
family,  by  plotting  againft  a  government  that  is  kind 
to  them,  and  gives  him  the  liberty  he  defires,  and 
that  he  could  only  be  fuppofed,  in  common  fenfe^  to 
plot  for  ? 

To  be  fure,  liberty  to  worfliip  God,  according  to 
their  feveral  profeflions,  will  be,  as  the  people's  fatif- 
faction,  fo  the  government's  greateft  fecurity:  for  if 
men  enjoy  their  property,  and  their  confcience,  which 
is  the  noileft  part  of  it,  without  moleftation,  what 
fliould  they  objeft  againft,  or  plot  for?  Mad  men 
only  burn  their  own  houfes,  kill  their  own  children, 
and  murder  themfelves  ?  Doth  kindnefs,  or  cruelty^ 
moft  take  with  men  that  are  themfelves  ?  H.  Grotius, 
with  Campanella,  well  obferved,  *  That  a  fierce  and 

*  rugged  hand  was  very  improper  for  nprthern  coun^* 

*  tries/  Englifhmen  are  gained  with  mildnefs,  but 
inflamed  by  feverity.  And  many  that  do  not  fuffer, 
are  apt  to  compaflionate  them  that  do.  And  if  it  will 
pleafe  our  fuperiors  to  make  trial  of  fuch  an  indul- 
gence, doublefs  they  will  find  peace  and  plenty  to  cn- 
fue.  The  praftiqc  of  other  nations,  and  the  trade, 
tranquillity,  power,  and  opulency,  that  have  attended . 
it,  is  a  demonftration  in  the  cafe,  and  ought  not  to  be 
(lighted  by  them  that  aim  at  as  high  and  honourable 
things  for  their  country.  And  if  we  had  no  other  in^? 
itance  than  our  own  *  intervals  of  connivance,'  they 
were  enough  to  fatisfy  reafonable  men,  how  n^ucn 
more  moderation  contributes  to  publick  gopd,  than 
the  profecution  of  people  for  their  religious  diffent  j 
fince  the  one  hath  ever  produced  trade  and  tranquillity ; 
the  other,  greater  poverty  and  diflenfion. 

The  fecond  objedtion,  and  by  far  the  more  weighty^ 
runs  thus : 

Objed.  ^  The  king  and  parliament  are  fwom  ta 
^  maintain  and  prote(St  the  cbnuif  of  England,  as  efta*- . 

*  blilhcd^ 
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*  blilhed,  &c.  therefore  to  tolerate  other  opinions  is 

*  againft  their  oath.* 

Anf,  Were  the  confequence  true,  as  it  is  not,  it 
D^cre  highly  unreafonable  to  expeft  impollibilities  at 
their  hands.  Kings  and  parliaments  can  no  more 
make  brick  without  ftraw  than  captives:  they  have 
not  fworn  to  do  things  beyond  their  ability;  if  they 
have,  their  oaths  are  void.  Had  it  been  in  his  and 
their  time"  and  choice,  when  the  church  of  England 
had  been  firft  difturbed  with  diflenting  opinions,  it 
might  have  reflefted  more  colourably  a  kind  of  neg- 
left  upon  them :  but  fince  the  church  of  England  was 
BO  fooner  a  church,  than  flie  found /^w^  fort  of  Dif- 
fenters,    and  that  the  utmoft  policy  and  feverity  of 

?ueen  Elizabeth,  king  James,  and  king  Charles  the 
irft,  were  not  fuccefsful  towards  an  abfolute  uniform- 
ity, why  fhould  it  refleft  upon  them,  that  the  church 
01  ^pgland  l^ath  not  yet  rid  herfelf  of  diffenting  par- 
ties ?  Befides,  it  is  notorious,  that  the  late  wars  gave 
that  opportunity  to  differing  perfuafions  zo/pread^  that 
it  was  utterly  impoflible  for  them  to  hinder,  much  lefs 
during  the  fevcral  years  of  the  king's  exile  j  at  what 
time  the  prefent  parliament  was  no  parliament,  nor  the 
generality  of  the  members  of  it  fc^rce  of  any  autho- 
rity. 

Let  it  be  confidered,  that  it  was  the  ftudy  pf  the 
age  to  make  people  anti-papijiical  and  anti-epifcopaly 
and  that  power  and  prefernlent  went  on  that  fide. 
Their  circumftances  therefore,  and  thofe  of  their  an- 
ceftors,  are  not  the  fame ;  they  found  the  kingdom  di- 
vided  into  feveral  interefts ;  and  it  feems  a  difficulty 
Snfuperable  to  reduce  them  to  any  one  p^rfuafionj 
.  wherefore,  to  render  themfelveS  npafters  of  their  affec- 
tions, they  muft  neceflarily  govern  themfelves  towards 
them  on  a  ^  ^alance^  as  is  before  exprefTed  i  otherwife, 
they  arc  put  upon  the  greatefl  hazards,  and  extremelt 
difHculties  to  themfelves  and  the  kingdom,  and  all  to 
perform  the  uncharitable  office  of  fuppreffing  many 
thoufands  of  inoffenfive  inhabitants,  for  the  different 
cxercife  of  their  confcienc^s  to  God,— It  ^s  not  ^o 
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make  them  refemble  Almighty  God,  the  goodnefs  of 
whofe  nature  extends  itfelf  univerfally,  thus  to  narrow 
their  bowels,  and  confine  their  clemency  to  one  fingle 
party. — It  ought  to  be  remembered,  that  optimus  went 
before  maximus  of  old ;  and  that  power  without  good-* 
nefs,  is  a  frightful  fort  of  a  thing. 

But  fecondly,  I  deny  the  confequence,  viz.  *  That 
'  the  king  is  therefore  obliged  to  perfecute  Diifenters^ 

*  becaufe  he,  or  the  parliament,  hath  taken  an  oath 

*  to  maintain  the  church  of  England  :*  for  it  cannot 
be  fuppofed  or  intended,  that  by  maintaining  ber, 
they  are  to  deftroy  the  reji  of  the  inhabitants.  Is  it 
impoflible  to  proteft  her  without  knocking  all  the  refi 
on  the  head  ?  Do  they  allow  any  to  fupplant  her  cler- 
gy, invade  her  livings,  poffefs  her  emoluments,-  cxer- 
cife  her  authority  ?  What  would  flic  have  ?  Is  fhe  not 
church  of  England  ftill,  inverted  with  the  fame  power, 
bearing  the  fame  charafter  ?  What  grandeur  or  mtereft 
hath  Ihe  loft  by  them  ?  Are  they  not  manifeftly  her 
protector  ?  Is  flie  not  national  church  ftill  ?  And  can 
any  of  her  children  be  fo  infenfible,  as  either  to  chal- 
lenge her  fuperiors  with  want  of  integrity,  becaule 
they  had  not  performed  impoffibilitics  j  or  to  excite 
them  to  that  harihnefs,  which  is  not  only  deftruftivc 
of  many  thoufands  of  inhabitants,  bqt  altogether  in- 
jurious  to  their  own  intereft,  and'  diftipnourable  to  z 
Proteftant  church  ?  Suppofe  Diflcnters  not  to  be  of 
the  vifible  church,  are  they  therefore  unfit  to  live  ? 
Did  the  Jews  treat  ftrangers  fo  feverely,  that  had  fo 
much  more  to  fay  than  herfelf  ?  Is  not  the  king  lord 
pf  waftes  and  commons,  as  well  as  inclofures  ?  Sup-^ 
pofe  God  hath  elected  fme  to  falvation,  doth  it  there- 
fore follow  he  hath  reprobated  all  the  reft  ?  And  be- 
caufe he  was  God  of  the  fews^  was  he  not  therefore 
God  of  the  Gentiles  ?  Or  were  not  the  Gentiles  his  peo^ 
fie,  becaufe  the  Jews  were  his  peculiar  people  ? 

To  be  brief,  they  have  anfwered  their  obligation, 
and  confented  to  ievere  laws,  and  commanded  their 
execution,  and  have  not  only  preferred  her  above  every 
intereft  in  England^  but  4%Mnft  theRi;,  %o  render  her 

more 
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more  powerful  and  univerfal ;  till  they  have  good  rea- 
fon  to  be  tired  with  the  lamentable  confcquences  of 
thofe  endeavours,  and  conclude,  that  the  uniformity 
thereby  intended,  is  a  thing  impradicable,  as  well  as 
mifchicvous. 

And  I  wonder  that  thefe  men  (hould  fo  eafily  forget 
that  great  faying  of  king  Charles  the  Firft,  whom  they 
pretend  fo  often,  and  with  fo  much  honour,  to  re- 
member, in  his  advice  to  the  prefent  king,  where  he 
faith, 

«  Beware  of  exafperating  any  fadlions,  by  the  crolSf- 
•^  nef&  and  afperity  of  fome  mens  paflions,  humours, 

*  or  private  opinions,    employed   by  you,   grounded 

*  only  upon  their  differences  in  lefler  matters,  which 
^  are  but  the  ikirts  and  fuburbs  of  religion,  wherein 

*  a  charitable  connivance y  and  Chriftian  toleration y  often 

*  diflipates  their  ftrcngth,   whom  rougher  oppofition 
«  fortifieth,  and  puts  the  defpifed  and  oppreffed  party 

*  into  fuch  combinations,  as  may  moft  enable  them 

*  to  get  a  full  revenge  upon  thofe  they  count  their 

*  perfecutors;   who  are  commonly  aflifted  with  that 

*  vulgar  commiferation,  which  attends  all  that  are  faid 

*  to  fuffer  under  the  common  notion  of  religion.* 

So  that  we  have  not  only  the  king's  circumftances, 
but  his  father's  counfel,  upon  experience,  who  yet  faw 
not  the  end  of  one  half  of  them,  defending  a  chari- 
table connivance,  and  Chriftian  toleration  of  Dif- 
icnters, 

Obj.  3.  But  it  may  be  farther  alledged,  '  This 
f  makes  way  for  Poperyy  or  Prejbytery^   to  undermine 

*  the  church  of  England,  and  mount  the  chair  of  pre-. 

*  ferment;  which  is  more  than  a  prudential  indulgence 
f  pf  different  opinions/ 

Anf,  And  yet  there  is  not  any  fo  probable  an  expe- 
dient to  vanquifli  thofe  fears,  and  prevent  any  fuch 
defign,  as  keeping  all  interefts  upon  the  balance ;  for 
fo  the  Proteftant  makes  at  leaft  fix  parties  againft  P^- 
pery^  and  the  church  of  England  at  leaft  five  againft 

Prejbyt&ry : 
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freJhyUry :  and  how  either  of  them  fliould  be  able  to 
turn  the  fcale  againft  five  or  fix,  as  fi-ee  and  thriving 
interefts  as  cither  of  them  can  pretend  to  be,  I  con-^ 
fefs  I  cannot  underftand.  But  if  one  only  intereft  muft* 
be  tolerated,  which  ionplies  a  refolutipn  to  fuppre& 
the  reft,  plain  it  is,  that  the  church  of  England  ven- 
tures her  fingle  party  againft  fix  growing  interefts^ 
and  thereby  gives  Prefiytery  and  Popery  by  tar  an  eafier 
accefs  to  fupremacy ;  e^ecially  the  latter,  for  that  it  is 
the  religion  of  thofe  parts  of  Europe,  which  neither 
want  inclination  nor  ability  to  profper  it.  So  that  be- 
fides  the  confiftency  of  fuch  an  indulgence  with  the 
nature  of  a  Chriftian  church,  there  can  be  nothing 
more  in  prudence  advifeable  for  the  church  of  Eng- 
land, than  to  allow  of  the  balance  propounded^  in 
the  firft,  no  perfon  of  any  real  worth  will  ever  the 
fooner  decline  her;  on  the  contrary,  it  will  give  her  t, 
greater  reputation  in  a  country  fo  hating  feverity :  and 
next,  it  gives  her  opportunity  to  turn  the  fcale 
againft  any  one  party  that  may  afpire  to  her  pulpits 
and  endowments  5  and  flic  never  need  to  fear  the 
agreement  of  all  them  to  any  fuch  defign ;  Epijcopacf 
being  not  more  intolerable  than  Prejhytery  in  power, 
even  to  an  Independency  itfclf  j  and  yet  between  them 
lies  the  narroweft  difference  that  is  among  the  diflent- 
ing  interefts  in  this  kingdom. 

But  this  feems  too  large  and  yielding,  and  therefore 
to  find  a  medium,  fomcthing  that  may  compais  the 
happy  end  of  good  correfpondence  and  tranquillity, 
at  leaft  fo  to  fortify  the  church  of  England,  as  that 
flie  may  fecurcly  give  law  to  all  other  religious  inte- 
refts, I  hear  a  comfrehenjion  is  pitched  upon,  and  dili- 
gently purfued  by  both  Epifcopalians  and  PreA>yterianS9 
at  leaft  fome  of  each  party. 

But  if  it  becomes  wife  men  to  look  before  they  leap, 
it  will  not  be  unadvifeable  for  them  to  weigh  the  con- 
fequences  of  fuch  an  endeavour. 

For,  in  the  firft  place,  there  is  no  people  I  know  ih 
England,  that  ftands  at  a  greater  diftance  from  hcf" 
do&rincj  as  it  is  maintained  by  her  prefenc  fons^  than 

the 
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the  Prejbyterians^  partiClilarly  about  abfolute  reprchatioHp 
Hit  per/on  of  Cbrift^  fatisfa^ion  zxiAjuftification:  and  he 
muft  be  a  ftrangcr  in  the  religious  contcfts  of  our 
timesj  that  knows  not  this. 

2.  In  the  next  place,  none  have  governed. themfelves 
with  a  plainer  denial,  and  more  peremptory  contempt 
of  epifcopacy,  and  the  whole  difcipline  and  worfhip 
of  the  church  of  England,  than  the  Prcfbyterians  have 
ever  done :  let  them  put  me  to  prove  it,  if  they  pleafe, 
even  of  their  *  moll  reverend  fathers/ 

3.  Who  knows  not  that  their  reciprocal  heats  about 
thcfe  very  things,  went  a  great  way  towards  our  late 
lamentable  civil  wars  ?  Now  if  the  fame  principles 
remain  with  each  party,  and  that  they  are  fo  far  from 
repenting  of  their  tenacioufnefs,  that  on  the  contrary 
they  juftify  their  diffent  from  one  another  in  thefc 
matters,  how  can  either  party  have  faith  enough  to 
rely  upon  each  other's  kindnefs,  or  fo  much  as  attempt 
a  comprehenfion  ?  What  muft  become  of  the  labours 
of  bifhop  Whitgift,  R.  Hooker,  bifhop  Bancroft,  bi- 
«  fliop  Laud,  &;c.  in  rebuke  of  the  "  Prefbyterian 
«*  Separation,"  and  the  names  of  thofe  leading  Dif- 
fenters,  as  Cartwright,  Dod,  Bradlhaw,  Rutherford, 
Galafpee,  &c.  fo  famous  among  the  prefent  Prelbyte- 
rians,  and  that  for  their  oppofition  to  the  church? 
This  confidcred,  what  reafon  can  any  render,  why  the 
Epifcopalians  ihould  fo  fingularly  provide  for,  and 
confide  in,  an  intereft  that  hath  already  been  fo  de- 
ftruftive  to  theirs?  On  the  other  hand,  with  what  pru- 
dence may  the  Prefljyterians  embrace  the  other's  offer, 
who,  to  DC  fure,  intend  it  not  in  ftark  kindnefs  to 
them,  and  who,  they  muft  needs  think,  cannot  but 
owe  revenge,  and  retain  deep  grudges  for  old  ftorics  ? 
But, 

4.  The  very  reafon  given  for  a  comprehenfion,  is 
the  greateft  that  can  be  urged  againft  it;  namely, 
•  The  fuppreflion  of  other  diflenting  perfuafions/  I 
will  fuppofe  a  comprehenfion,  and  the  confequences 
of  it,  to  be  an  eradication  of  all  other  intercfts,  the 
thing  defired :  but  if  the  two  remaining  parties  fhali 

fall 
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fall  out,  as  it  is  not  likely  that  they  will  long  agree, 
v^hat  can  the  Prefbyterian  have  to  balance  hinifelf 
againft  the  ruling  power  of  Epifcopacy  ?  Or  the  Epif- 
copalian  to  fecure  himfelf  againft  the  afpirings  of 
Prefbytery  ?  They  muft  all  become  Epi/copalianSy  or 
Pre/byterianSf  elfe  they  will  mix  like  iron  and  clajf^ 
which  made  ill  legs  for  the  image  in  Daniel :  nor  is  it 
to  be  thought,  that  their  legs  ihould  ftand  any  better 
upon  a  comprehenfion. 

But  fome  are  ready  to  fay,  ^  That  their  difference 

•  is  very  minute :'  Grant  it  -,  are  they  ever  the  more 
deferving  for  that?  Certainly,  forbearance  fhould  carry 
fome  proportion  with  the  greatnefs  of  the  difference, 
by  how  much  it  is  eafier  to  comply  in  fmall  than  great 
matters.  He  that  diffcnts  fundatneniallyj  is  more  ex- 
cufable  than  thofe  that  facrifice  the  peace  and  conOord 
of  a  fociety  about  liule  circumftances ;  for  there  cannot 
be  the  fame  inducement  to  fufped  men  of  obftinacy 
in  an  ejfentialy  as  circumjiantial  non- conformity. 

Beiides,  how  far  can  this  accommodation  extend 
with  fecurity  to  the  church  of  England  ?  Or,  on  what 
better  terms  will  the  Preftjyterians  conform  to  her 
difcipline  and  formal  a£ls  of  devotion,  than  thofe  up« 
on  which  Peter  du  Moulin  offered  to  preach  the 
gofpel  at  Rome  ?  viz.  *  That  if  the  pope  would  give 

*  him  leave  to  preach  at  Rome,  he  would  be  contented 
to  preach  in  z,fooVs  coat.*  1  queftion  if  the  Prefbyte- 
rian can  go  fo  far ;  I  am  fure  he  could  not ;  and  as 
fure,  that  Peter  du  Moulin  hoped,  by  preaching  there 
in  a  fool's  coat,  to  inculcate  that  dodrine  which  fhould 
un-mitre  the  pope,  and  alter  his  church;  the  very 
thing  the  church  of  England  fears,  and  fences  againft* 
For  Peter  du  Moulin  mtended  to  preach  in  a  fool's 
coat  no  longer,  than  till  he  had  preached  the  peoplo^ 
wife  enough  to  throw  it  off  again.  So  the  Preft>ytc- 
riahs  i  they  may  conform  to  certain  ceremonies  (once 
as  finful  to  them^  as  a  fool's  coat  could  be  ridiculous 
to  Peter  du  Moulin)  that. they  may  the  better  intro-^ 
duce  their  alterations  both  in  doctrine  and  difcipline. 
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But  that  which  ought  to  go  a  great  way  with  our 
fuperiors  in  their  judgment  of  this  matter,  is  not  only 
the  benefit  of  a  balance  againft  the  prefumption  of 
any  one  party,  and  the  probability,  it  not  certainty, 
of  their  never  being  overdriven  by  any  one  perfuafion, 
whilft  they  have  others  that  will  more  than  poize 
againft  the  growing  power  of  it ;  but  the  conceit  it- 
felf,  if  not  altogether  imprafticable,  is  at  leaft  very 
difficult  to  the  promoters,  and  an  office  as  thanklefs 
from  the  parties  concerned  • 

This  appears  in  the  endeavours  ufcd  for  a  compre- 
henfion  of  Arrians  and  Homooujians  under  one  orthodoxy ^ 
related  not  only  in  our  common  ecclefiaftical  hiftory, 
but  more  amply  in  the  writings  of  Hilary,  an  enemy 
to  the  Arrians,  and  Mariana's  Spanifli  niftory.  Their 
publick  tefts,  or  comprehenfive  creeds,  were  many, 
Nice,  Ariminum,  Sirmium,  &c.  in  order  to  reconcile 
both  parties,  that  neither  might  ftigmatize  the  other 
with  the  odious  crime  of  herefy :  but  the  confequence 
of  all  this  convocation  and  prolix  debate  was,  that 
neither  party  could  be  fatisfied,  each  continuing  their 
former  fentiments,  and  fo  grew  up  into  ftronger  fac- 
tions, to  the  divifion,  diftraftion,  and  almoft  deftruc- 
tion  of  the  whole  empire  j  recovered  a  little  by  the 
prudent  moderation  of  Jovianus,  and  much  improved, 
not  by  ^  a  comprehenfion,*  but  reftoration  of  a  *  fea- 
♦  fonable  liberty  of  confcience,'  by  Theodofius  Mag- 
nus. 

,  Alfo  in  Germany,  about  the  time  of  the  Reformat 
tion,  nothing  feemed  more  (incere  than  the  defign  of 
union  between  the  Lutherans  and  Zuinglians:  for  Lu- 
ther and  Zuinglius  themfelves,  by  the  earneft  endea- 
vours of  the  Landgrave  of  Heffe,  came  together;  but 
the  fuccefs  was  fo  fmall,  notwithftanding  the  Grave's 
mediation,  that  they  parted  fcarcely  civil :  to  be  fure, 
as  far  from  unity  as  controverfy  is. 

Luther  and  cardinal  Cajetan  met  for  a  compofure  of 
the  breach  betwixt  the  Protejlants  and  the  Pope^  but  it 
was  too  wide  for  thofe  conferences  to  reconcile :  no 
comprehenfion  could  be  pradticablCt    A  fecond  eflay 

to 
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to  the  fame  purpofe,  was  by  Melanfthon,  Caffander, 
and  others ;  the  confequence  of  it  was,  that  the^  par- 
ties were  difplcafed,  and  the  heads  fufpefted,  if  not 
hated  of  their  followers.  Nor  had  Bucer^s  meeting 
with  Julius  Pflugg  any  better  fuccefs. 

And  how  fruitlefs  their  endeavours  have  been,  that 
with  greateft  art  and  induftry  have,  of  a  long  time, 
endeavoured  a  reconciliation  of  Lutherans  and  Calvtnijls^ 
is  well  known  to  thofe  that  are  acquainted  with  the 
affairs  of  Germany;  and  fuch  as  are  not,  may  furnifli 
themfelves  from  the  publick  relations  given  by  thofe 
that  are  employed  about  that  accommodation  :  where,' 
befides  a  dull  and  heavy  progrefs,  the  reader  may  be  a 
witnefs  of  their  complaint,  not  only  that  both  parties 
are  too  tenacious,  but  that  the  mediators  fuffer  de- 
tradtion  for  their  good  endeavours;  each  fide  grudging 
every  tittle  they  yield,  and  murmuring  as  if  they  were 
to  lofe  their  religion.  And  if  perfons  fo  difinterefted, 
and  worthy  in  their  attempts,  have  had  no  better  iffue, 
I  cannot  fee  how  thofe  who  feem  compelled  by  worldly 
intereft,  more  than  confcience,  to  feek  and  propagate 
a  comprehenfion,  efpecially  when  it  determines  in  the 
perfecution  of  the  rejefted  perfuafions,  can,  with  any 
reafon,  expeft  from  God,  or  good  men,  any  better 
fuccefs, 

Laftly,  There  is  nothing  any  man,  touched  with 
juftice  and  mercy,  can  all  edge  for  a  comprehenfion, 
that  may  not  much  better  be  urged  for  a  toleration  i 
for  the  church  is  lefs  in  danger  when  flie  knows  the 
worft,  than  where  the  danger  is  hid:  five  enemies  with- 
out doors  being  not  fo  mifchievous  as  one  within.  But 
they  are  alfo  men,  and  Englifhmen,  as  well  as  thofe 
of  other  perfuafions:  their  faith  is  as  Chriftian,  they 
believe  as  fincerely,  live  as  confcientioufly,  are  as  ufe* 
ful  in  the  kingdom,  and  manage  their  diffent  with  as 
much  modefty  and  prudence,  the  church  of  England 
herfelf  being  in  great  meafure  judge,  as  thofe  on  whofc 
account  a  comprehenfion  may  be  defired :  to  be  fure 
they  are  Englifhmen,  and  have  an  equal  claim  to  the 
civil  rights  of  thigir  native  country^  ^^ith  any  that  live 
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in  it  J  whom  to  perfecute,  whilft  others^  and  thofe  no 
better  men  in  themfelves,  are  more  than  tolerated9  iS| 
as  I  have  already  faid,  ^  The  unreafonable  and  unmer- 

*  ciful  doftrine  of  abfolute  reprobation  put  in  prad:ice  ia 

*  civils :  from  which  the  Lord  deliver  us/ 


CHAP.    IIL 
A  fincere  promotion  of  general  and  praftical  religion. 

III.  Oi.  general  and  praSlical  religion.  That  the  promo- 
tion of  it  is  the  only  way  to  take  in,  and  ftop  the 
mouth  of,  all  perfuafions,  being  the  center  to  which 
all  parties  verbally  tend,  and  therefore  the  ftation 
for  a  prudent  magiftrate  to  meet  every  intereft  in : 
the  negle£t  of  it  pernicious :  inftances :  that  it  is 
the  unum  necejfarium  to  felicity  here  and  hereafter. 

I  AM  now  come  to  the  laft,  which,  to  be  fure,  is 
not  the  leaft  part  of  my  anfwer  to  the  queftion 
propounded,  viz.  ^  The  fincere  promotion  of  general 
«  and  fraSlical  religion  j'  by  which  I  mean  the  ten  com- 
mandmentSy  or  moral  law,  and  Chrift's  fermon  upon  the 
mount y  with  other  heavenly  fayings,  excellently  im- 
proved, and  earneftly  recommended,  by  feveral  para- 
ges in  the  writings  of  his  difciples,  which  forbid  evily 
not  only  in  deedy  but  thought  i  and  enjoin  purity  and 
boUnefSy  as  without  which,  no  many  be  his  pretences 
what  they  will,  Jhall  ever  fee  God.  In  (hort,  general, 
true  and  requifite  religion,  in  the  apoftle  James's  de- 
finition, is,  *  To  vifit  the  widow  and  fatherlefs,  and 
«  to  keep  ourfelves,*  through  the  univerfal  grace, 
'  iinfpotted  of  the  world.*  This  is  the  moft  eafy  and 
probable  way,  to  fetch  in  all  men  profefling  Gold  and 
religion:  fince  every  perfuafion  acknowledges  this  in 
words,  be  their  lives  never  fo  difagreeable  to  their 
confellion.  And  this  being  the  unum  necejarium,  that 
one  thing  needful,  to  make  men  happy  here  and  here* 
after^  why^  adasl  jBxovld  men  iacrifice  their  accord  in 

this 
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this  great  point,  for  an  unity  in  minute  or  circumftan- 
tial  things,  that  perhaps  is  inobtainable,  and  if  it 
were  not,  would  fignify  little  or  nothing,  either  to  the 
good  of  human  fociety,  or  the  particular  comfort  of 
any,  in  the  world  which  is  to  come  ? 

No  one  thing  is  more  unaccountable  and  condemna«* 
ble  among  men,  than  their  uncharitable  contefts  abouc 
religion  !  indeed  about  words  and  phrafes  !  whilft  they 
all  verbally  meet  in  the  moft,  if  not  only,  neccffary 
part  of  Chriftian  religion :  for  nothing  is  more  cer- 
tain, than  if  men  would  but  live  up  to  one  half  of 
what  they  know  in  their  own  confcicnces  they  ought  to 
praftife,  their  .edge  would  be  taken  off,  their  blood 
would  be  fweetened  by  mercy  and  truth,  and  this  un- 
natural (harpnefs  qualified.  They  would  quickly  find 
work  enough  at  home,  each  man's  hands  would  be 
full  by  the  unrulinefs  of  his  own  paflions,  and  in  fub- 
jefting  of  his  own  will ;  and  inftead  of  devouring  one 
another's  good  name,  liberty,  or  cftatc,  compaffion 
would  rife,  and  mutual  defires  to  be  affiftant  to  each 
other,  in  a.  better  fort  of  living.  Oh!  how  decent^ 
and  how  delightful  would  it  be,  to  fee  mankind,  the 
creation  of  one  God,  that  hath  upheld  them  to  this 
day,  of  one  accord,  at  leaft  in  the  weighty  things  of 
God's  holy  law ! 

It  is  want  of  praftice,  and  too  much  prate,  that 
have  made  way  for  all  the  incharity  and  ill-living  that 
is  in  the  world.  No  matter  what  men/^jK,  if  the  devil 
keep  the  houfe.  Let  the  grace  of  God,  the  principU 
of  divine  life  (as  a  great  man  lately  called  it  in  his 
fpcech)  but  be  heartily  and  reverently  entertained  of 
men,  that  teaches  us  to  deny  all  ungodlinefs,  and 
converfe  foberly,  righteoufly,  and  godly,  in  this  pre- 
fent  evil  world,  and  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  tran- 
quillity, at  leaft  a  very  amicable  corrcfpohdence,  will 
tollow. 

Men  are  not  to  be  reputed  good  by  their  opinions 
or  profeffions  of  religion ;  nor  is  it  that  which  ought  to 
engage  the  government,  but  praSicei  it  is  this  that 
mym/avi  or  damn.   Chrift,  in  his  reprefcntation  of  the 
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great  day,  doth  not  tell  us,  that  it  (hall  be  faid  to 
men,  ^  Well  /aid,  or  well  talked,'  but  ^^  Well  done, 
*^  good  and  faithful  fervant:"  neither  is  the  ^^  Depart 
^^  from  me,"  direfted  to  any,  but  the  workers  of  ini- 
quity. Error  is  now  tranflated  from  the  fignification 
of  an  evil  life,  to  an  unfound  fropofition  j  as  philofopby  is 
from  the  mortification  of  evil  defires,  and  well-livingj  to 
an  unintelligible  way  of  wrangling.  And  a  man  is  more 
bitterly  harraffed  for  a  miftaken  notion,  though  the  party 
holding  it  thinks  it  not  fo,  and  the  party  charging  it 
denies  an  infallible  judgment  (fo  that  it  may  as  well 
be  true  as  falfe,  for  all  them)  than  for  the  moji  dijfolute 
or  immoral  life.  And  truly  it  is  high  time  that  men 
fliould  give  better  teftimony  of  their  Chriftianity :  for 
cruelty  hath  no  (hare  in  Chrift's  religion  j  and  coercion 
upon  confcience  is  utterly  inconfiftent  with  the  very 
nature  of  his  kingdom.  He  rebuked  that  zeal  which 
would  have^'  fire  come  down  from  heaven,  to  devour 
**  Di(renters,'*  though  it  came  from  his  own  difciples; 
and  forbad  them  to  pluck  up  the  tares,  though  none 
had  a  more  gentle  or  infallible  hand  to  do  it  with. 

He  preferred  mercy  before  facrificej  and  therefore 
we  may  well  believe,  that  the  unmerciful  facrifices 
fome  men  now  offer,  I  mean  '  imprifoning  ^erfons, 

*  fpoiling  of  goods,  and  leaving  whole  families  defti- 
^  tute  of  fubfiftence,'  as  well  as  difinheriting  them  of 
all  civil  privileges  in  the  government,  are  far  from 
being  grateful  to  him,  who  therefore  came  into  the 
world,  and  preached  that  heavenly  doftrine  of  for- 
bearmg,  and  loving  of  enemies,  and  laid  down  his 
moft  innocent  life  for  us,  whiKl  we  were  rebels,  that 
by  fuch  peaceable  precepts,  and  fo  patient  an  exam- 
ple, the  world  might  be  prevailed  upon  to  leave  thofe 
barbarous  courfes.  And  doubtlefs,  very  lamentable 
will  their  condition  be,  who,  at  the  coming  of  the 
great  Lord,  (hall  be  found  '^  beaters  of  their  fellow- 
*^  fervants.'* 

In  vain  do  men  go  to  church,  pray,  preach,  and 
ftile  themfelves  believers,  Chriftians,  children  of  God, 
&c.  whilit  fuch  adts  of  feverity  are  cheri(hed  among 
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them ;  and  any  difpofition  to  moleft  harmlefs  neigh- 
bours for  their  confcience,  fo  much  as  countenanced 
by  them.  A  courfe  quite  repugnant  to  Chrift's  exam- 
ple and  command-  In  fhort,  the  promoting  of  this 
general  religion,  by  a  fevere  reprehenfion  and  punifh- 
ment  of  vice,  and  encouragement  of  virtue,  is  the 
intereft  of  our  fuperiors,  feveral  ways : 

I.  In  that  it  meets  with,  and  takes  in,  all  the  re- 
ligious perfuafions  of  the  kingdom  j  for  all  pretend  to 
make  this  their  corner-ftone.  Let  them  be  equally  en- 
couraged to  fquare  their  building  by  it.  ^  Penal  laws 
*  for  religion,  is  a  church  with  a  fting  in  her  tailj* 
take  that  out,  and  there  is  no  fear  of  the  people's  love 
and  duty.  And  what  better  obligation  or  fecurity  can 
the  civil  magiftrate  defire?  Every  man  owns  the  textj 
it  is  the  comment  that  is  difputed.  Let  it  but  pleafe 
him  to  make  the  text  only  facred  and  neceffary,  and 
leave  men  to  keep  company  with  their  own  meanings 
or  confequences,  and  he  does  not  only  prudently  take 
in  all,  but  fuppreffeth  nice  fearches,  fixes  unity  upon 
materials,  quiets  prefent  differences  about  things  of 
leffer  moment,  retrieves  humanity  and  Chriftian  cle- 
mencv,  and  fills  the  kingdom  with  love  and  refpeft  to 
their  mperiors. 

2-  Next,  a  promotion  of  general  religion,  which, 
being  in  itfelf  practical,  brings  back  ancient  virtue. 
Good  living  will  thrive  in  this  foil ;  men  will  grow 
honeft,  trufty,  and  temperate;  we  may  expeft  good 
neighbourhood  and  cordial  friendlhip ;  one  may  then 
depend  more  upon  a  word,  than  now  upon  an  oath. 
How  lamentable  is  it  to  fee  people  afraid  of  one  an- 
other J  men  made  and  provided  for  of  one  God,  and 
that  muft  be  judged  by  that  one  eternal  God,  yet  full 
of  diffidence  in  what  each  other  fays,  and  moft  com- 
inonly  interpret,  as  people  read  Hebrew,  all  things 
backward ! 

3.  The  third  benefit  is,  that  men  will  be  more  in- 
duftrious,  more  diligent  in  their  lawful  callings;  which 
will  increafe  our  manufadlures,  fet  the  idle  and  poor 
to  work  for  their  livelihood,  and  enable  the  fever^i 

R  3  couAtie% 
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counties  with  more  eafe  and  decency  to  maintain  the 
aged  and  impotent  among  them.  Nor  will  this  only 
help  to  make  the  lazy  confcientioufly  induftrious,  but 
the  induftrious  and  confcientious  man  chearful  at  his. 
labour,  when  he  is  affured  to  keep  what  he  works  for; 
and  that  the  fweat  of  his  brows  fhall  not  be  made  a 
forfeit  for  his  confcience. 

4.  It  will  render  the  magiftrate*s  province  more  fa- 
cile, and  government  a  fafe  as  well  as  eafy  thing. 
For,  as  Tacitus  fays  of  Agricola's  inftru6ting  the  Bri- 
tons in  arts  and  fciences,  and  ufing  them  with  more 
humanity  than  other  governors  had  done,  that  it  made 
them  fitter  for  government;  fo  if  pradtical  religion, 
and  the  laws  made  to  maintain  it,  were  duly  regarded, 
the  very  nature  of  men,  now  wild  and  froward  by  a 
prejudiced  education  and  crofs  and  jealous  iaterefts, 
would  learn  moderation,  and  fee  it  to  be  their  greateft 
intercft  to  purfue  a  fober  and  amicable  converfation  j 
which  would  eafe  the  magiftrate  of  much  of  his  pre- 
fent  trouble,  and  increafe  the  number  of  men  fit  to 
govern ;  of  which  the  parliament-times  are  an  undeni- 
able inftance.  And  the  truth  is,  it  is  a  piece  of  flavery 
to  have  the  regiment  of  ignorants  and  ruffians^  but 
there  is  true  glory  in  having  the  government  or  men, 
inftrufted  in  the  juftice  and  prudence  of  their  own  laws 
and  country, 

Laftly,  It  is  out  of  this  nurfery  of  virtue,  men 
Ihould  be  drawn  to  be  planted  in  the  government  i 
Hot  what  is  their  opinion,  but  what  are  their  manners 
and  capacity  ?  Here  the  field  is  large,  and  the  magif- 
trate has  room  to  choofe  good  officers  for  the  publick 
r)d.  Heaven  "will  profper  fo  natural,  fo  noble,  and 
chriftian  an  effay ;  which  ought  not  to  be  the  leaft 
confideration  with  a  good  magiftrate ;  and  the  rather^i 
becaufe  the  negleft  of  this  prafticab  religion  hath  been 
the  ruin  of  kingdoms  and  commonwealths,  among 
H«^thens,  Jews  and  Chriftian$.  This  laid  Tarquin 
Jow,  and  his  race  never  rofe  more.  How  puiffant  were 
Xiftccdflsmon  and  Athens  of  Greece,  till  luxury  had 
t«ca  out  their  feverity,  and  a  pompous  living,  con- 
trary 
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trary  to  their  excellent  laws,  rendered  their  execution 
intolerable?  And  was  not  Hannibars  army  a  prey  to 
their  own  idlenefs  and  pleafure ;  which,  by  effeminat- 
ing their  natures,  conquered  them,  when  the  whole 
power  of  Rome  could  not  do  it  ?  What  elfe  betrayed 
Rome  to  Ca^far's  ambition,  and  made  way  for  the 
after-rents  and  divifions  of  the  empire;  the  merit,  a$ 
well  as  conqueft  and  inheritance,  of  a  well-governed 
people  for  feveral  ag^es,  as  long  as  their  manners  lafted  ? 
The  Jews  likewife  were  profperous,  while  they  kept 
*^  the  judgments  and  ftatutes  of  their  God;"*  but  when 
they  became  rebellious  and  diflblute,  the  Almighty 
either  vifited  them  from  heaven,  or  expofed  them  to 
the  fury  of  their  neighbours.  Nothing  eife  fent  Zc^ 
dekiah  to  Babylon,  and  gave  him  and  the  people  a 
vidlim  to  Nebuchadnezzar  and  his  army. 

*  Negled:  of  laws,  and  diflblute  living,'  Andrew 
Home,  who  lived  in  the  time  of  Edward  the  Firft,  as 
before  cited,  tells  us,  '  was  the  caufe  of  ^e  miferable 
'  thraldom  and  defolation  the  Britons  fuftained  by  in^ 
•  vaders  and  conquerors/  And  pray,  what  eife  hath 
been  the  Englifh  of  our  fweeping  peftilence,  dreadful 
fires,  and  outrageous  fa£bions  of  late  years?  Hundreds 
of  ejCamples  might  be  brought  in  this  cafe  5  but  their 
frequency  fhall  excufe  me. 

Thus  have  I  honeftly  and  plainly  cleared  my  con- 
fcience  for  my  country;  and  anfwered,  1  hope,  mo- 
deftly,  and  though  briefly,  yet  fully,  the  import  of  the 
queftion  propounded,  with  honour  to  the  magiftrate, 
and  fafety  to  the  people,  by  an  happy  conjunftion  of 
their  interefts.     1  (hall  conclude. 

That  as  greater  honour  and  wifdom  cannot  well  be 
attributed  to  any  fort  of  men,  than  for  our  fuperiors, 
under  their  circumftances,  to  be  fought  to  by  all  per- 
fuafions,  confided  in  by  all  perfuafions,  and  obeyed  by 
all  perfuafions,  and  to  make  thofe  perfuafions  know 
that  it  is  their  interelt  fo  to  do,  as  well  as  that  it  is 
the  intcreft  of  our  fuperiors  they  fhould,  and  to  which 
the  Expedients  propofed  naturally  tend  5  fo,  for  a  far- 
ther inducement  t;o  embrace  it,  let  them  be  conftantly 
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remembered,  that  the  intereft  of  our  Englifh  gover- 
nors is  like  to  ftand  longer  upon  the  legs  of  the  Eng- 
lilh  people  than  of  the  Englifh  church  \  fince  the  one 
takes  in  the  ftrength  of  all  interefts,  and  the  other 
leaves  out  all  but  her  own :  and  it  may  happen  that 
the  Englifh  church  may  fail,  or  go  travel  again ;  but  it 
is  not  probable  that  the  Englifh  people  Ihould  do  ei- 
ther ;  efpecially  while  property  is  preferved,  a  balance 
kept,  general  religion  propagated,  and  the  world  con- 
tinues. 

May  all. this  prevail  with  our  fuperiors  to  make  the 
befl  ufe  of  their  little  time :  remembering,  in  the  midfl 
of  all  their  power  and  grandeur,  that  they  carry  mor- 
tality about  them,  and  are  equally  liable  to  the  fcru- 
tiny  and  judgment  of  the  lafl  day,  with  the  poorefl 
peafants  and  that  they  have  ^  great  flewardfhip  to 
account  for:  fo  that  moderation  and  virtue  being 
their  courfe,  they,  for  the  future,  Ihall  fleer,  after 
having  faithfully  difcharged  that  great  trufl  repofed  in 
them,  by  God  and  this  free  people,  they  may,  with 
comfort  to  their  fouls,  and  honour  to  their  names  and 
adbions,  fafely  anchor  in  the  haven  of  eternal  bleflfed- 
nefs :  fo  prays,  with  much  fincerity. 

An  Englifh  Chriflian  man. 

And  their  true  friend, 

^  ;.  WILLIAM    PENN. 


A   COROL- 
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A     COROLLARY. 

THAT  the  people  are  under  a  great  diflatisfac- 
tion :  that  the  way  to  quiet  differences,  and  ren- 
der contrary  interefts  fubfervient  to  the  intereft  of  the 
government,  is, 

Firft,  To  maintain  inviolably  the  rights  of  it,  viz. 
liberty  and  property^  legijlation  and  jurieSy  without  neg- 
le6t.  That  flighting  and  infringing  them  hath  been 
the  injury  of  prince  and  people^  and  early  or  late  the 
ruin  of  the  contrivers  of  fo  ill  defigns ;  and  whcH  all 
has  been  done,  the  only  expedient  has  been,  to  come 
back  again  to  Englijh  law.  This  takes  in  all,  pleafes 
all,  becaufe  it  fecures  and  profits  all.  Sacrificing  pri- 
vileges for  the  fake  of  conformity,  makes  a  breach 
upon  the  civil  government,  alienates  the  people's  af- 
feftions  from  their  prince,  lodges  property  in  the 
church,  fo  as  none  can  come  at  it,  but  through  obe- 
dience to  her  rites,  for  (he  at  this  rate  has  the  keeping 
of  it ;  a  thing  unknown,  as  well  as  unfafe,  to  the  an- 
cient Englifh  government. 

2dly,  That  the  prince  govern  himfelf  upon  a  ba* 
lance  towards  all  religious  intereils :  that  this  beft 
poizes  parties  to  his  fecurity,  renders  him  mafter  of 
an  univerfal  afFeftion,  and  makes  him  truly  and  fafely 
prince  of  all  his  country :  but  the  contrary  courfe  nar- 
rows his  juilice  and  mercy,  makes  the  government  to 
Ihine  but  upon  one  part  of  the  kingdom;  to  be  juft 
but  to  one  party,  and  difinherit  the  refl  from  their 
birthright :  that  this  courfe  ends  in  great  difadvantage 
to  the  peace,  plenty,  and  fafety  of  prince  and  people. 

3dly,  and  laftly,  Inftead  of  being  uncharitable,  fe- 
vere  and  cruel  for  modifications,  let  the  debate  about 
them  fleep,  and  general  and  pradlical  religion  be  pro- 
moted, that  which  receives  an  amen  in  every  man's 
confcience,   froni  the  principle  of  divine  life  (as  the 

lord 
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lord  keeper  well  called  it)  in  every  breaftj  that  all 
agree  in  the  moft  weighty  doftrines  j  and  that  nothing 
will  fooner  fweeten  mens  blood,  and  mollify  their  na- 
tures, than  employing  that  time  and  pains  they  beftow 
on  fruitlels  contefts,  in  living  up  to  what  they  both 
know^  believcy  and  accord  in :  that  this  leaves  men  to 
keep  company  with  their  own  comments,  and  makes 
the  text  only  facred,  and  holy  living  necejfary^  not  only 
to  heavenly  but  earthly  places,  I  mean  preferments : 
whence  virtue  becomes  the  door  to  favour^  SLndcfiftja" 
ence  (now  fmothered  in  the  croud  of  finifter  inrcrefts) 
the  noble  rule  of  living. 

God  Almighty,  if  it  pleafe  him,  beget  noble  refo- 
lutions  in  the  hearts  of  our  fuperiors  to  ufe  thefe  plain 
and  fafe  expedients  j  that  charity  may  fupplant  cruelty, 
conteft  yield  to  good  life,  and  prefent  diftancesmcet 
in  a  juft  and  kind  neighbourhood. 

Great  and  honourable  is  that  prince,  and  free  and 
happy  that  people,  where  thefe  things  take  place« 


WILLIAM   PENN. 
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PRINCESS  and  COUNTESS,* 
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HERTFORD  in  GERMANY. 


Publifibed  in  the  Year  1676* 


JESUS  be  with  your  fpirits;  the  immaculate  Lamb 
of  God,  and  glorious  light  of  the  world,  his  pure 
Spirit  redeem  you  from  the  evil  and  ignorance  that 
are  in  it,  and  replenilh  you  with  his  everlafting  right- 
coufnefs,  whofe  end  is  peace  and  aflurance  for  ever- 
more. 

Noble  of  this  world,  but  more  noble  for  your  en- 
quiry after  the  truth,  and  love  to  it,  the  fame  where- 
of hath  founded  to  the  cars  of  fome  of  us  in  this 
ifland,  whom  God  hath  made  both  his  certain  witneflcs 
and  meffengers,  through  many  and  great  tribulations, 
eternal,  heavenly  praifes  to  his  holy  and  powerful 
name,  who  lives  and  reigns  over  all  principalities,  and 
powers,  and  thrones,  and  dominions  for  ever. 

I  have  had  you,  worthy  womettt  often  in  my  remem-. 
trance,  with  that  honour  which  is  not  of  this  world ; 

t  Priac^ft  El^abeth  of  the  Rhine,  and  Anna  Maiia  de  Homcf^ 

^oonteft  of  Homes. 

even 
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even  then,  when  my  foul  has  been  in  its  pureft  retire. 
ments,  not  only  from  all  vifibles,  but  from  their  very! 
ideas  in  the  mind,  and  every  other  imagination;  rett- 
ing with  the  Lord  in  his  own  fabbath,  which  is  the 
truejilence  of  all  flefh  indeed,  which  profits  above  the 
formal  Chriftian's  bodily  exercifc*.  And  in  thefc  hea- 
venly fequeftrations  of  foul,  and  true  refignation  unto 
the  divine  will  of  my  Father,  have  I  taken  a  moft  clear 
profpect  of  you,  and  every  circumftance  that  may  be 
fit  for  me  to  know;  your  education,  your  qualitf, 
your  dignity,  the  envy  of  the  clergy,  the  fury  of  the 
rabble,  and  the  ftrength  and  power  of  temptation, 
arifing  from  all  thefe  confiderations,  if  poflible  to 
fmother  your  bleffed  beginnings;  and,  as  fo  many 
bands  of  foldiers,  employed  and  commiffioned  of  their 
great  prince  of  darknefs,  to  watch,  and  hinder  Jesus 
from  rifing  in  you.  In  a  weighty  fenfe  of  all  which, 
my  heart  opens  itfelf  unto  you  in  God*s  counfel,  after 
this  manner :  Be  faithful  to  that  you  know,  and  obe- 
dient to  .  that  which  God  by  the  light  of  his  Son 
makes  manifeft  in  your  own  confciences.  Confult  not 
away  the  pure  and  gentle  ftrivings  of  the  Holy  Ghoft: 
drown  not  his  fiill  voice  with  the  croud  of  careful 
thoughts,  and  vain  contrivances :  break  not  the  bruifed 
reed,  neither  quench  the  fmoking  flax  in  yourfclves. 
O !  if  you  truly  love  Jefus,  hear  him :  and  fince  it 
hath  pleafed  God  in  fomc  meafure,  as  with  Paul,  to 
reveal  his  bleflfed  Son  in  you,  confult  not  with  flefh 
and  blood,  that  are  below  the  heavenly  things;  for 
that  inherits  not  the  kingdom  of  God :  but,  with  fin- 
cere  Mary,  from  a  deep  fenfe  of  the  beauty,  virtue, 
and  excellency  of  that  life  that  is  hid  with  Chrift  in 
God,  wait  out  of  all  cumber,  free  from  that  running, 
willing,  facrificing  fpirit  that  is  in  the  world,  in  the 
pure  obedience,  humiliation,  godly  death,  or  filenceJ^ 
at  the  feet  of  Jefus,  choofing  the  better  part,  which 
ihall  never  be  taken  from  you  :  and  Jefus  will  be  witl\ 
you,  he  will  fhed  his  peace  abroad  in  the  midft  of 
you,  even  that  which  flows  from  the  cryftal  ftr^ap\s  of 
life,  that  arife  from  tinder  the  throne  of  God.  Pre- 
pare, 
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^.pare,  prepare  to  meet  the  Lord  j  for  afluredly  Jefus  is 
^.rifen,  the  faithful  and  true  witnefsi  and  he  is  come, 
«  in  "  ten  thoufands  of  his  faints,"  to  judge  this  fallen 
^  Chriftian   world.      He    that   was    dead,    during    the 
~  "  Times,  time,  and  half  a  time,"  is  now  alive,  and 
.•lives  for  ever:  nor  fhall  hell,  death,  or  the  grave,  get 
^.  the  dominion  any   more ;    but  life   and   immortality 
1:  fhall  fpring  as  the  morning  without  clouds.     The  fet- 
Z  time  of  the  Father  is  come ;  and  all  faces  fhall  gather 
^  palenefs,  yea,  and  all  knees  fhall  fmite  and  bow,  and 
tongues  fhall  confefs  to  this  his  appearance;  fome  to 
joy,  others  to  mifery  :  ages  and  generations  have  not 
known  him;  the  earth  has  been  covered  with  violence, 
oppreflion,  uncleannefs,  rewards,  gifts,  blood,  wrath, 
^  malice,  pride,  covetoufnefs :    yet  God  profefTed,   and 
^  Chrifl  confefTed :  a  glorious  church,  a  pompous  wor- 
"  fliip,  and  as  much   religion  (fuch  as  it  was)  as  the 
r    world  could  hold :  but  O  the  idolatry !   O  the  falfe 
witnefs!  O  the  blafphemy  and  lying!  O  the  profane- 
nefs  of  thofe,  and  thefe  days  !  And  why  ?  Becaufe  their 
hearts  thirfled  after  their  carnal  pleafures,  more  than 
after  the  living  God.     Their  care  was,  and  is,  after 
what  they  fhall  eat  and  drink,  and  put  on,  the  old  hea- 
then life^  and  not  after  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  the 
rightecufnefs  of  it ;  that  Jefus,  the  true  Saviour,  the 
immaculate  Son  of  God,  who   by  doing  his  Father's 
will  faithfully  and  patiently,  even  unto  death,  left  us 
an  example,  that  we  fhould  follow  his  fleps,  and  not 
live  unto   ourfelves.     And  this  is  the   abominablefl 
idolatry,  that  of  the  foul  to  any  other  objeft,    than 
the  Lord  and  God  of  the  foul.      This  is  to  fet  up 
fomething  as  God,  over  all  that  is  called  God,  debaf- 
ing,  flighting,  grieving,  and  quenching  the  Holy  Spi- 
rit in  the  mean  while.     O  how  few  think  of  this  de- 
teflable  idolatry !  here  is  the  firfl  commandment  bro- 
ken v   how  then   can  people   exped   to   have  eternal 
life  ?  But  all  the  commands  are  broken :  for  God  did 
not  only  prohibit  idolatry y  which  is  worfhipping  another 
God,    but  worfhipping  the  true  God  vainly,    falfly, 
with  a  vain  mi nd>. after  ^n  unprofitable  manner,  which 

is 
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is  an  unfanfbified  frame  of  foul.  And  how  has  Chrif«* 
tendom  taken  God's  name  in  vain,  and  worlhipped 
God  in  vain !  What  good  is  come  of  the  ages  of 
worfhip  ?  What  lufts  are  overcome  ?  What  evil  re- 
pelled ?  Have  not  all  manner  of  abominations  reigned  ? 
Has  not  the  truth  been  held  in  unrighteoufnefs  ?  And 
have  not  generations  bleffed  God  with  their  mouths> 
wherewith  they  have  prefently  curfed  men  ?  Have  not 
violence,  avarice,  oppreffion,  cruelty,  pride,  pafllion, 
wrath,  envy,  vain  fports,  pleafures,  and  delights,  filled 
the  earth,  under  all  the  profefllon  that  has  been  made  of 
Chrift  and  God  ?  Has  he  that  has  named  the  name 
of  Chrift,  or  that  has  called  himfelf  by  that  name, 
departed  from  iniquity  ?  Q,  no  j  it  may  be  truly  faid, 
that  fuch  have  fought  the  Lord  in  vain.  Why  ?  Be- 
caufe  not  as  Jacob's  feed,  who  was  a  plain  good  man, 
but  of  rebellious  Efau's  ftock.  **  You  alk,  and  you 
•*  have  not:"  Why?  Says  James,  "Becaufe  you  afk 
*^  amifs."  They  fought  in  a  wrong  nature,  to  feed 
the  lufts  of  the  fame.  Though  they  a(k,  they  never 
receive  i  and  though  they  knock,  it  will  never  be 
opened  unto  them :  fuch  can  never  find :  for  all  wor- 
fhip towards  God  muft  ftand  in  the  name  and  nature 
of  Jefus,  or  will  never  pierce  the  heavens.  It  will  be 
in  vain,  it  will  profit  nothing.  So  that  this  command 
is  alfo  broken.  To  fay  nothing  of  the  frequent  ufc 
of  the  name  of  God  about  every  trivial  thing  in  com- 
mon converfation :  0  God  I  0  Lord  Jefu!  and  fuch 
like  I  for  which,  among  other  things,  the  Lord  God 
will  pour  out  of  the  vials  of  his  wrath  upon  the  na- 
tions :  O  bleflfed  are  they  that  fear  always,  and  remem- 
ber that  fevere  faying  of  Jefus,  '*  That  every  idle  word 
**  that  men  Ihall  fpeak,  they  ftiall  give  account  thereof 
*^  in  the  day  of  judgment,"  Mat.  xii.  36. 

Next,  the  true  Jabhath  is  neglefted:  for  the  goipel 
day  is  tht/piritual  fabbath^  the  day  of  redemption,  de- 
liverance, and  falvation :  they  have  finned  away  this 
day,  doing  their  pwn  works,  when  they  fhould  have 
been  at  the  true  faft,  the  myftical  abftinence,  and 
humbled  into  the  grave^  doing  the  works  of  God: 

yet 
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jret  talk  of  being  freed  from  under  the  law,  and  un- 
der grace,  while  they  live  without  law,  grace,  Chrift, 
and  God  in  the  world,  being  led,  not  by  the  Spirit  of 
God,  (no,  that  is  enthufiafm,  fanaticifm,  fiimilifm, 
quakerifm,  &c.)  but  by  their  own  wills,  lufts,  inte-« 
rcfts,  and  unregcnerate  appetites. 

Rebellion  has  covered  the  earth:  for  there  has  not 
been  an  **  honouring  of  their  father  and  their  mo- 
*^  ther  I*  for  they  have  rejefted  the  commands  of  their 
Father,  calling  his  law  behind  their  backs,  not  glori'- 
fying  him  as  God  their  Father,  when  they  knew  him  : 
and  they  ^have  difregarded  the  advice  of  their  mother, 
the  true  primitive  church,  that  was  redeemed  with 
the  precious  blood  of  the  Lamb  of  God  that  taketh 
away  the  fins  of  the  world,  and  that  wafhed  her  and 
purged  her,  not  leaving  in  her  either  fpots  or  wrinkles : 
fdr  fo  he  prefented  her  to  God  his  Father ;  fo  that  (he 
-put  off  her  old  converfation,  which  was  after  the 
faftiions  and  cufloms  of  this  world,  that  (he  might  be 
adorned  with  the  robes  of  righteoufnefs ;  fine  linen, 
white,  the  mark  of  innocence ;  fitly  trimmed  for  the 
delight  of  her  beloved,  her  Jefus,  her  king,  her  law- 
giver, her  maker,  and  her  hufband  too,  in  whofe 
chafte  embraces  Ihe  lives,  his  unfpotted  dear  fpoufe 
for  ever.  Now,  what  is,  a  church,  but  the  redeemed 
flock,  family,  houlhold  or  people  of  God  ?  If  then 
the  church  of  Chrift  muft  be  pure,  the  members  that 
conflitute  that  church  muft  be  pure :  not  by  a  vain 
and  fiditious  imputation,  but  a  folid  and  real  purga- 
tion, redemption,  and  falvation  unto  righteoufnefs^ 
For  faith  in  Abraham  was  a  righteous  a6t  of  obedience 
in  his  foul ;  therefore  God  imputed  righteoufnefs  unto 
him :  and  blefTed  are  his  fpiritual  offspring  for  ever, 
whofe  faith  overcomes,  and  is  not  overcome  of,  the 
world.  For  thofe  are  falfe  faiths,  forced  and  imaginary 
conceits,  that  cleanfe  not,  which  true  faith  doth ;  that 
works  by  that  love,  which  conquers  the  world,  and 
loves  God  above  all  $  the  highway  to  eternal  life.  So 
here  the  world  hath  been  in  the  breach  of  another 
comnaanda  they  have  dilhoaoured  their  father  and  rao^ 

ther^ 
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thcr,  and  therefore  have  their  days  been  few  in  the 
land  of  the  living  to  God. 

But  the  Chriftian  world,  fo  called,  hath  been  defiled 
by  cruelty,  even  to  blood :  "  Thou  Ihalt  not  kill," 
faith  the  Lord :  little  did  fome  of  the  Jews  think  that 
they  broke  this  law,  when  they  "  killed  the  prophets, 
**  and  iloned  them  that  were  fent  unto  them :"  but 
what  faid  their  children  ?  did  they  fpeak  after  the 
fame  note  ?  No :  ^  Had  we  lived  in  the  days  of  our 
•  fathers,  we  would  not  have  done  as  they  did :'  and 
alas!  they  did  worfe.  Where  it  is  worth  obferving, 
that  when  the  devil  hith  perfecuted  holy  men  to  death, 
and  finds  that  the  way  (to  wit,  death)  by  which  he 
hopes  to  bury  all  with  them,  is  the  way  by  which  their 
doftrine  and  endeavours  fliine  more  confpicuoufly  and 
convincingly  to  others,  he  turns  profelyte  too,  and 
fays,  *  Thefe  were  good  men  alfo,'  and  puts  his  fol- 
lowers upon  fetting  up  the  lanientation  for  the  lofs  of 
thofe  pious  men  i  which,  alas !  he  murdered ;  and  of 
their  words,  and  exterior  forms,  patches  he  up  a  vifi^ 
hU  religion  j  and  th^n  fits  he  as  God,  or  like  God,  in 
the  hearts  of  men  and  women.  So  that  he  will  be 
vifibly  for  religion,  when  he  can  no  longer  hinder. 
But  this  is  to  make  him  the  greater  deceiver,  and  to 
pafs  the  more  unquefl:ioned  and  unfufpefted. 

This  lamentation  for  the  murdering  of  the  prophets, 
admiration  of  their  works,  and  building  and  adorning 
of  their  fepulchres,  bafiled  the  judgment  of  weak  and 
Ample  people ;  but  efpecially  deceived  the  multitude, 
and  rendered  the  crucifixion  of  Jefus  more  eafy  and  to- 
lerable. Stephen  followed,  then  Jamesy  and  foon  after 
that  time  the  bitter  perfecution  of  the  Chrijiians :  but 
by  that  time  kings  received  Chriftianity,  eafe  and 
plenty  flowed  in.  Who  fo  pompous,  magnificent, 
gaudy,  worldly,  as  Chriftian  bifhops,  their  churches, 
officers,  and  people  ?  Self-denying  Jefus  loft  in  the 
crowd ;  the  true  life  of  religion  expired,  and  zeal  ex- 
tinguifhedi  divifions  arifen,  and  one  bifhop  againft 
another,  even  to  death :  nothing  but  flattery^  hypocrify, 
said  conformity  could  well  tell  how  to  live  in  the  4th, 
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5th,  6th,  7th,  8th,  9th,  loth,  iith>  12th,  13th,  i4thi 
15th,  and  1 6th  centuries,  and  fo  to  our  days.  Now 
the  rivers  of  blood  fpilt  by  Jews  and  Heathens^  be- 
come a  great  fWellingy^^,  by  Ghrtftian^  or  rather  Anti- 
cbriftian  perfecutions :  now  it  is  that  all  councils  and 
fynods  are  convened  in  defign,  held  in  faction,  and 
broke  up  in  felf-intereft.  No  liberty  of  confcience  in 
thofe  days ;  no  one  muft  dare  to  buy  or  fell,  civilly 
or  fpiritually,  but  they  muft  firft  have  the  mark  of 
that  church  and  ftate :  O  monftrous  degeneracy  !  here 
is  Chrift  again  crucified  in  the  ftreets  of  Sodom  and 
Egypt,  in  the  hearts  and  lives  of  the  fons  and  daugh- 
ters of  men.  So  that  here  arc  not  only  thoufands  of 
martyrs  of  Jefus,  but  Jefus^  the  Lardy  once  more  mar-* 
tyred,  the  true  and  faithful  witnefs:  and  they  hav^ 
in  all  ages,  hired  and  fet  foldiers,  who  are  killers  by 
profeflion,  to  watch  againft  his  rifing*  Now  is  the 
church  in  the  wildcrnefs,  the  place  of  obfcurity  and 
flicker :  this  was  the  winter-feafon,  the  time  of  fack- 
cloth  and  afhes:  now  all  were  merry,  fending  gifts  one 
to  another^  in  their  revels  and  mafquerades  over  the 
flain  witnefs  of  the  Lord :  here  is  the  bloodieft>  and 
thejcefore  the  wofuUeft,  of  all  murders^ 

But  this  is  not  all ;  they  proceed  to  the  next  com- 
mandment, "  Thou  (halt  not  commit  adultery.'*  And 
this  they  have  fearfully  broken ;  for  Chriftendom,  fo 
called,  hath  committed  adultery  moft  notoriouflyj 
and  confequently  broken  God's  holy  law:  for  alas! 
alas!  has  fhe  not  forfaken  the  everlafting  fountain^ 
the  Ipring  of  immortal  life,  that  is  pure  for  ever,  and 
hewn  out  to  herfelf  cifterns  that  will  hold  no  water  ? 
Has  Ihe  not  deferted  her  firft  love,  and  her  firft  works  ? 
And  has  flie  not  flung  herfelf  into  the  embraces  of 
another  lover,  whereby  fhe  has  divorced  herfelf  from 
the  living  God^  and  joined  to  an  apojiate/pirity  by  whom 
numerous  is  her  unclean  iflue,  and  many  are  her  abo- 
minations that  (he  has  brought  forth,  even  fuch  of 
them  as  were  neither  known  to  Jew  or  Heathen  ?  This 
is  flie  that  hath  ^^  committed  fornicationj"  with  all 
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the  powers  upon  the  earth,  whom  ibe  hath  bewitched 
to  her  cup^  and  her  bed. 

But  the  day  of  the  terrible  vengeance  of  God  is 
come,  and  coming,  in  which  flie  and  her  gallants  and 
merchants  fhall  come  to  judgment:  and  the  remnant 
of  the  true  woman's  feed,  that  has  been  fojourning  as 
poor  pilgrims  in  the  defolate  wildernefs  with  her,  are 
come  forth  leaning  on  the  breaft  of  her  Beloved,  to 
whom  fhe  has  been,  though  a  poor  and  banifhed,  yet 
a  faithful  fpoufe,  during  this  long  and  tedious  reign  of 
Antichrift,  the  whore,  beaft,  falfe  prophet,  and  dra- 
gon, which  is  the  devil :  And  becaufe  her  dear  huf- 
band  is  "  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords,"  and 
has  all  power  in  heaven  and  earth,  and  that  it  be- 
comes her  to  be,  if  his  wife,  a  glorious  queen ;  there* 
fore  hath  he  ordained  that  fhe  (hall  no  more  fit  as  one 
defolate  and  forfaken,  clothed  in  fackcloth,  which  is 
the  garment  of  heavinefs  y  but  fhall  be  crowned  with 
the  flars,  clothed  with  the  fun,  and  the  moon  fhall  be 
under  her  feet ;  that  is,  the  changeable  world,  with 
all  its  temporary  glory,  fhall  be  her  foot-flool.  Then 
needs  muft  fhe  be  exalted  above  the  "  Whorifh  wo- 
^^  man,"  whofe  higheft  throne  was  but  the  true  and 
heavenly  woman's  foot-ftool.  In  this  day  Judah  fhall 
dwell  fafely,  and  Ifrael  fhall  be  glad. 

But  we  muft  not  flop  here ;  for  the  priefls  have  been 
like  troops  of  thieves  by  the  highway-fide,  that  have 
robbed  by  confent,  and  ^  like  priefl,  like  people ;'  for 
firfl,  it  has  been  the  practice  of  the  clergy,  of  all 
lands,  to  infinuate  themfelves,  by  their  policy  and 
flatteries,  into  the  favour  of  the  princes  of  this  world, 
and  thereby  procured  to  themfelves  large  taxes  on  the 
people;  not  only  to  their  better  maintenance,  but  to 
their  being  upheld  in  worldly  pomp  and  grandeur, 
and  the  amaffing  of  bafe  treafures^  to  them  and,  their 
temporal  kindred,  for  which  there  is  neither  precept 
nor  example  in  holy  fcripture,  unlefs  it  be,  that  the 
falfe  prophets  were  wont  to  prepare  war  of  old  againfl 
fuch  as  refufed  to  "  put  into  their  mouths  y  that  is, 
to  incenfe  the  civil  magiflrate  againfl  theai,  as  ene- 
mies 
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mies  to  the  government,  his  religion  eftabliflied  by 
law.  O !  but  the  falfe  Chriftian  has  herein  tran- 
fcended  all  fornner  ages !  How  many  millions  have 
they  got,  not  for  feeding,  but  ftarving,  the  fouls  of 
millions  ?  And  that  which  greatly  aggravates  their  fin, 
is  their  forgery,  alledging  the  authority  of  heaven  by 
a  mere  counterfeit  commiflTion  j  impioufly  ufing  God's 
name,  to  palliate  their  defign  j  and,  by  the  credit  his 
excellent  name  has  with  the  works  of  his  hands,  to 
obtain  to  themfelves  an  almoft  infinite  wealth; 

But  this  is  not  all  the  robbery  I  charge  Chrifl:endom 
with ;  for  they  have,  both  prieft  and  people,  been  con- 
federate with  the  grand  robber,  the  devil,  in  robbing 
God    of  his    honour   and  prerogative,    which   is   the 
hearts   and  affeftions  of  the  fons  and  daughters  of 
men  t  for  when  the  great  Creator  made  his  firfl:  fettle- 
ment  upon  man  and  woman,  he  gave  them  the  earth 
here,  and  the  heaven  hereafter,  for  their  inheritance, 
and  that  to  them  and  their  heirs  for  ever.     Providing 
always,  that  they  gave  this  acknowledgment  to  their 
great  Lord,  that  their  hearts  fliould  be  his\  a  fmall 
and  reafonable  chief-rent:  but  they  rebelled,  and  fo 
forfeited  their  right,  and  came  under  the  curfe,  from 
whence  Chrifl:  came  to  deliver  their  offspring :  fome 
were  reftored ;  it  was  his  work  to  do  fo,  and  to  build 
upon  the  wafl:e  places.     But  not  many  ages  after,  an 
apofl:acy  comes  ;  not  as  at  unawares,  or  by  chance  \  it 
was  forefeen,   its  beginnings,  continuings,    and  end. 
During  this  apoflracy,  the  devil  has  fat  as  God,  and 
therefore  is  called  the  "  God  of  this  world,  and  prince 
*^  of  the  power  of  the  air,  that  rules,"— Where  ?  in 
the  faints  ?  in  the  Tanftified  ?  no  fuch  matter !  Where 
tjien  ?  '*  In  the  hearts  of  the  children  of  difobedience, 
"  that  obey  not  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus." 

Thus  hath  God  been  robbed  of  his  honour,  propri- 
ety, and  prerogative,  and  they  have  been  given  to 
another  than  the  only  true  and  living  God.  Some 
have  made  over  their  hearts  to.  worldly  honour  and 
preferment :  others  to  earthly  riches :  others  to  plea- 
Aires :  others  to  uncleannefs :  others  to  their  outward 
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and  temporal  comforts :  O !  many  ways  there  are  to 
forget  the  Lord. 

But  the  robbery  ends  not  here ;  man  lofeth  his  own 
foul:  and  what  can  he  give,  in  the  dreadful  day  of 
account,  in  exchange  for  his  poor  foul  ?  People  have 
fold  their  birthright  for  a  mels  of  pottage :  they  have 
robbed  themfelves  of  their  own  peace,  and  of  their 
eternal  inheritance  with  God,  when  time  fhall  be  no 
more.  Which  leads  me  to  the  next  commandment, 
as  amply  broken  as  any  of  the  reft,  viz.  "  Thou  (halt 
**  not  bear  falfe  witnefs  againft  thy  neighbour."  For 
alas !  there  has  been  no  true  one  borne  by  Chriften- 
dom,  fince  the  primitive  days :  and  how  fhould  fhe  ? 
fince  fhe  has  flain  the  faithful  and  true  witnefs,  and 
crucified  him  in  her  ftreets :  nay,  and  done  her  endea- 
vour to  root  out  all  his  friends  and  brethren,  yea,  if 
poflible,  to  extinguilh  the  very  life  of  the  Son  of  God 
in  all  that  live  upon  the  earth.  Nor  could  fhe  com- 
pafs  all  thefe  tragical  defigns,  had  fhe  not  made  ufe 
of  falfe  witneffes.  For  fhe  has  been  induced  to  hire 
people  to  fwear  lies,  in  all  ages,  againft  the  witneffes 
of  Jefus,  as  the  Jews  did  to  Jefus  and  his  difciplcs. 

When  did  fhe  imprifon,  banifh,  kill,  but  under  the 
notion  of  fchifmatick,  heretick,  blafphemer,  enemy  to 
God,  Chrift,  and  holy  church,  with  the  like  pretences  ? 
Is  not  this  to  give  falfe  witnefs  againft  innocent  neigh- 
bours ?  But  this  is  not  all  which  proves  the  breach  of 
this  commandment;  'the  whole  life  of  Chriftendom 
does  it  too  amply  and  too  lamentably:  for  are  they 
not  falfe  witneffes,  who  affirm  things  they  never  faw, 
and  make  profeffion  of  things  they  do  not  know  ?  If 
fo,  when  did  Chriftendom  fee,  tafte,  and  handle  of 
the  word  of  eternal  life,  which  fhe  verbally  profefTeth, 
which  is  as  a  fire,  an  hanmmer,  an  ax,  a  two-edged 
fword,  the  word  of  regeneration,  of  reconciliation, 
and  of  patience,  an  holy  light  and  lamp  to  the  foul  ? 
Which  brings  me  to  the  laft  head,  being  the  fubftancc 
4ind  matter  of  it,  viz.  « The  blafphemy  and  lying  rf 
*  Chriftendomj  fo  called/ 
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This  great  beaft  rofe  out  of  the  filthy  fea^  the  cor- 
rupt ages  of  this  world,  long  after  the  primitive  times; 
hath  btadsy  which  is,   perfedtion  of  wit  and  policy; 
and  ten  borns^  that  is,  mighty  power :    has  had,  and  yet 
hath,  the  name  of  blafphemy  writ  upon  all  his  heads; 
that  is,  a  profeffion  of  God  in  words,  whilft  he  is  de- 
nied in  works;    the  grand  deftruftive  atheifm  of  the 
world ;  it  is  the  blafphemy  of  all  blafphemies,  to  call 
God  Father,  when  born  of  the  devil :  what !  to  intitle 
the  pure  God  to  fuch  an  impure  offspring  ?  To  live  in 
the  vanities,  and  pleafures,   and  lufts  of  this  world; 
and  yet  to  fay,  "  Is  not  God  our  Father,  and  is  not 
^*  the  Lord  on  our  fide?"  No,  he  is  of  purer  eyes  than 
to  behold  iniquity,  much  more  than  to  own  the  children 
of  fin,  or  to  have  communion  with  them :    **  What 
*'  haflt  thou  to  do  to  take  my  name  into  thy  mouth ; 
^^  that  hateft  to  be  reformed  ?  Though  thou  crieft  I 
**  will  not  hear,  and  though  thou  calleft  I  will  not 
^'  anfwer.     Behold,  I  will  make  them  known  to  be 
**  of  the  fynagogue  of  Satan,  that  fay,  they  arc  Jews, 
^^  ^d  are  not/'     And  this  is  the  greatefl:  of  all  lies, 
the  lie  that  is  in  the  "  right  hand,"  the  place  of  great- 
efl: flirength  and  efl:eem ;  religion  and  worlhip :  to  fay 
they  are  Chriftians,  and  are  not :  to  profefs  Chrifl:  in 
the  hiftory,  and  crucify  him  in  the  myfl:ery:  to  confefs 
to  his  outward  coming,  and  refifl:  his  inward  appear- 
ance in  themfelves :  to  keep  the  day  of  his  external 
birth,  while  they  make  merry  over  him,  flain  and  cru- 
cified in  their  own  heathenifh  hearts  i  rebelling  againft 
his  light  in  their  own  confciences,  which  is  Chrifli's  d(y 
to  them,  and  Chrift  is  God's  everlafl:ing  day :  O  what 
will  be  the  end  of  fuch !  "  Ye  uncircumcifed  in  heart 
**  and  ear,  ye  do  always  refift  the  Holy  Ghofl:,  as  did 
"  your  fathers,  fo  do  ye:"  and  yet  ye  call  yourfelvcs 
the  feed  of  Abraham,  and  children  of  God,  but  love 
and  choofe   a  murderer  and  Barabbas,    rather  than 
(Christ,  the  Son  of  the  living  God.     Oh !  what  more 
abominable  lie  can  be  told  than  this?  And  will  not 
all  fuch  be  fhut  out,  among  them  that  work  and  niake 
9  lie,  if  they  embrace  not  the  day  pf  their  yifitatipn, 
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and  come  to  the  truth/and  by  it  be  made  free  from 
every  evil  way  ? 

This  is  that  **  great  iniquity''  which  has  profaned  the 
**  holy  place  :*^  that  "  curied  abomination,^*  which 
ftood  fo  long  till  it  hath  made  defolate  the  place  which 
God  hath  fandlified  for  himfelf,  the  hearts  of  the  fons 
and  daughters  of  men  3  the  firft  and  laft  living  temple 
of  God:  every  beaft  of  prey,  every  unclean  bird,  has 
taken  up  their  dwelling  there ;  infomuch  that  God  bas 
been  like  a  ftranger  to  the  noblcft  part  of  the  work- 
manlhip  of  his  own  hands. 

And  though  the  Lord  has  not  left  himfelf  without 
witneffes  in  any  agcj  yet  they  were  fo  few,  and  moft 
of  them,  though  accepted  according  to  their  day  and 
work,  yet  fo  fhort  as  to  the  main  work,  that  a  remnant 
can  fay,  when  the  Lord  firft  opened  the  eyes  of  their 
underftanding,  the  world  lay  in  a  great  heap  of  wick- 
cdnefs,  vanity,  and  confufion ;  all  following  the  de- 
fires  of  their  own  hearts,  to  gratify  the  lufts  of  the 
fame,  living  vainly  and  wantonly  upon  the  earth:  yea, 
the  whole  earth  looked  like  one  great  wildcrnefs,  full 
of  briars  and  thorns,  birds  and  beafts  of  prey. 

And  when  God  poured  out  of  the  fpirit  of  judgment 
and  of  burning  upon  us,  not  only  making  us  fenfible 
of  his  holy  terrors  in  and  for  ourfelves,  but  of  that 
day  of  fiery  trial  he  would  fuddenly  overtake  the 
world  withal  y  "  our  faces  gathered  palenefs,  and  our 
**  knees  fmote  together  j  our  hearts  fainted ;  our  lips 
*^  quivered,  and  our  bellies  trembled  :  and  all  that  we 
**  might  reft  in  the  day  of  trouble." 

But  while  we  were  under  the  lightning  and  thun- 
ders, and  great  earthquakes,  wars,  and  rumours  of 
wars,  fuch  as  had  not  been  fince  the  foundation  of  the 
world,  as  to  us  5  (for  the  **  Sun  became  darkened, 
**  and  the  moon  was  turned  into  blood,  and  none  of 
*^  the  ftars  of  the  night  appeared,"  while  our  agonies 
took  ftrong  hold  upon  us,  and  we  were  in  the  extrer 
mity  of  our  pains)  O  the  gazing-ftock  that  wc  were 
made  to  all,  yea,  fpe&acles  to  God,  angels,  and  men :  ^ 
fomc  faid>  we  were  bewitched :  others,  that  we  were 

ftrongly 
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ftrongly  poflefTed  of  the  devil :  all  aftonifhed :  parents 
beating  and  difowning  of  their  children :  children  in- 
fulting  over  their  parents :  matters  evilly  entreating  of 
their  fervants :  fervants  abufing  of  their  matters  r  the 
hufband  ufing  violence  to  the  wife  : '  the  wife  becom- 
ing ftrangc  and  unnatural  to  her  own  hufband :  and  all 
moft  cruelly  vexed,  abufed  and  tormented  by  the  ma- 
giftrates,  through  the  wicked  and  unwearied  inftiga- 
tions  of  the  priefts  of  all  forts,  by  jails,   dungeons, 
whippings,  ftocks,   pillories,    plunders.    Sec.     O  the 
calamity !  O  the  bitter  diftrel's  of  that  day !  And  though 
we  were  but  few  in  that  day,  and  very  low,  poor,  and 
even  defpicable  in  our  own  eyes ;  yet  were  we  exceed- 
ing ftrong  and  valiant  in  the  "  Lord  Jehovah  j  our 
*«  everlafting  ttrength."     For  our  inward  man  daily 
renewed,  and  we  greatly  loved  one  another :  but  never 
till  now  did  we  truly  know  what  Christ  was,  either 
in  conception,  birth,  reproaches,  fufFerings,  death,  re- 
furreftion,  or  afcenfion  -,  a  myftery  to  the  whole  Chrif- 
tian  world  at  this  day,  who  are  not  turned  to  the  light 
of  Jefus  in  their  own  confciences. 

And  as  in  the  holy  watch  we  kept,  not  being  ttag- 
gered  at  the  reproaches  of  the  men  of  this  world,  but, 
with  Mofes,  choofing  them,  rather  than  the  treafures 
^nd  pleafures  of  Egypt,  where  our  dear  Lord  lay  cru- 
cified j  we  exceedingly  grew  in  the  grace  and  favour 
of  God,  and  we  were  very  tender  by  any  wandering 
thought,  much  more  by  any  evil  aft,  to  grieve  this 
Holy  Spirit,  or  babe  of  righteoufnefs,  born  in  our- 
felves,  whom  we  defired  fhould  reign,  being  overcome 
with  joy  that  he  was  born  that  brought  life  with  him 
to  our  immortal  fouls.  And  after  we  had  ftaid  at 
f*  Jerufalem,"  the  city  of  our  God  and  King,  to  re- 
ceive his  inftruftions,  commiifion,  and  authority,  abroad 
we  went,  upon  the  "  Pourings  out  of  his  Holy  Spirit/* 
And  we  went,  in  the  name  and  power  of  our  God,  to 
declare  of  his  judgments,  and  to  tell  of  his  terrible 
day,  to  call  all  to  repentance,  and  to  prepare  to  meet 
the  Lord,  to  make  ready  the  way  of  our  God ;  who 
yiras  conning  to  lay,  ^^  judgment  to  the  line,  and  righ- 

S  4  «  teoufnefs 
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«'  teoufnefs  ta  the  plummet;'*  to  examine,  lift,  and 
winnow  the  fons  and  daughters  of  mcnj  to  judge  in 
righteoufnefs ;  who  will  not  be  deceived  by  vain  ihews 
of  religion;  for  he  is  a  jealous  God  of  his  honour,  and 
his  glory  will  he  give  to  no  man,  neither  will  he  ac- 
'  quit  the  guilty,  or  punifli  the  innocent. 

But  after  this  breaking-forth  of  ours,  and  publiih^ 
ing  our  meffage  to  the  world,  efpecially  to  profeffors, 
the  Spribes  and  Pharifees  take  the  alarm :  finding  their 
call,  qualification,  and  credit^  and,  which  is  moft  of 
all  in  their  eye,  their  maintenance,  brought  in  quef- 
tion,  and  their  whole  kingdom  fhaking;  man-modi 
miniftry  being  proved  infufficient,  forced  maintenance 
antichriftian,  and  that  no  man  could  know,  much  lefs 
preach,  divine  things  without:  divine  revelations  and  inr 
Jpirations ;  and  that  no  rnan  was  a  true  Chriftian,  much 
lefs  a  true  minifter,  that  was  not  born  of  water  and 
the  fpirit,  fire  and  Holy  Ghoft ;  they  raged  greatly, 
difpatched  their  Sauls  to  Damafcus,  to  the  rulers  of 
the  nation,  crying,  *  Help,  help,  or  religion  is  loft, 
5  and  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  will  go  down ;  behold 

*  great  deceivers  and  feducers,  and  falfe  prophets;  an- 
'  tichrifts  are  rifen^i  as  was  prophefied  of,  to  come  in 

*  the  laft  days :  now  they  are  come,  beftir  yourfelves, 

*  make  laws,  catch  them,  y^rhip  them,  imprifon  them, 

*  banifh  and  burn  them/ 

And  truly,  they  l^y  in  wait  for  blood,  and  feveral 
of  us  were  tried  for  our  lives,  for  blafphcmers,  haled 
out  of  their  fynagogues,  for  our  pure  teftimony's  fake, 
fome  crying,  *  Knock  the  rogues  down :  they  arc 
^  witches,'  faid  others ;    *  Devils,'  faid  others ;  *  We 

*  have  a  law,  and  by  our  law  they  ought  to.  die/ 
They  i^ever  wanted  falfe  evidence  to  produce,  as 

well  as  that  we  were  frequently  made  ofi^enders  for  ou? 
true  and  favory  words,  whether  in  reproof  or  exhorta- 
tion uttered,  with  our  lives  in  our  hands,  in  obedience; 
to  the  heavenly  vifion.  No  juftice,  no  mercy :  if  we 
efcaped  the  multitude,  the  magiftrate  had  the  flock- 
ing, imprifoning,  or  whipping  us :  if  we  efcaped  the 
magiftrate,  the  miultitude,    at  the  inftigation  of  the 

priefts, 
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priefts,  fell  like  fo  many  greedy  wolves,  or  hungry 
tygers,  upon  us,  beating,  and  kicking  and  dragging  of 
lis,  till  fome  part  of  our  fle(h  has  been  like  a  jelly, 
often  breaking  our  heads  and  bones ;  and  fome  they 
have  murdered  by  the  like  barbarous  ufage :  not  dar- 
ing all  this  while  either  to  fly  the  place,  ox  return 
them  one  railing  accufation ;  committing  our  lament-^ 
able  caufe  to  God  alone  to  plead  our  innocency^  hav^ 
ing  no  helper  in  the  earth. 

Nor  were  thefe  things  all  our  fufferings,  or  the 
depths  of  Qur  tribulations:  by  no  means;  for  the  fharp« 
eft  of  our  trials  were  from  men  of  a  religious  pro- 
feflTion,  whofe  hearts  contrived  mifchief,  and  theit* 
tongues  and  pens  uttered  it  v^ith  all  nrianner  of  flan^ 
der  and  contradjdion ;  infomuch  that  when  we  were 
not  in  the  hands  of  the  magiftrates  or  multitude,  we 
were  almoft  perpetually  employed  in  difputations  and 
conferences,  perfonal  or  by  writings:  on  which  occa- 
lion,  the  world  Ipvjng  its  own,  we  had  grej^t  difficult]^ 
and  wrong;  fuch  perverfions  of  our  words  and  fayings, 
fuch  flouts  and  jeers,  fuch  interruptions  and  noifes,  2^ 
would  have  been  abhorred  of  fober  heathens. 

However,  we  bore  it  all,  through  the  holy  patience 
of  Jefusj  and  in  the  end  of  thefe  encounters  with 
Ephefian-like-beafts,  we  rarely  mifled  of  fome  gained 
to  the  faith :  and  flnding,  at  long  run,  that  they  could 
neither  wrangle,  flander,  nor  perfecute  us  out  of  that 
teftimony  we  had  borne  for  the  living  God,  and  per- 
ceiving that  the  multitude  began  to  flag,  and  would 
no  longer  be  the  inftruments  of  their  cruelty,  taking 
notice  of  our  great  increafe,  notwithftanding  all  thefe 
oppofitions  y  as  alfo  feeing  that  fome  of  their  own  kin- 
dred and  acquaintance  were  converted,  whon^  they 
always  confeifed  to  be  more  religioufly  addidbed  thai^ 
themfelves,  and  that  this  change  augmented  both  their 
virtue,  and  their  tender  love  to  their  kindred  $  many 
gave  over  this  way  of  proceeding,  and  fome  moderate 
tcfpite  we  had  for  a  time  *,  but  perfecution  by  fits  5 
that  is,  as  at  any  time  the  clergy  has  prevailed  with  the 
civil  nriagiftrate :   and  bc^aufe  moft,  if  not  a|lj  other 

way3. 
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ifizys  of  nonconformity  hide  and  (link,  ufing  their  pa- 
Jkicks  for  fclf-pre(ervation  ;  and  that  we  cannot  defcrt 
pur  ftandard  or  teftimony,  (fince  it  were  to  be  accefiary 
to  the  prevalency  of  darknefs)  therefore  hath  fufFering 
been  our  lot  ^bove  all  other  nonconformifts ;  as  our 
nation  can  witnefs. 

But  bleffed  be  the  name  of  the  everlafting  God,  who 
hath  been  as  a  ^^  pillar  of  fire  by  night,  and  a  pillar 
•*  of  cloud  by  day,"  and  a  **  rock  in  a  weary  land/* 
and  a  pure  fpring  by  the  way-fide ;  and  has  fuftained 
us  by  the  invifible    cordials  of  his  own  love,   life, 
peace,  ^nd  joy;   and  in  the  ark  of  his  eternal  tefta- 
ment  preferved  us,  making  good  to  us  what  he  pror 
mifed  of  old,  that  the  "  old  lions  (hould  be  hungry, 
M  and  the  young  lions  Ihould  lack  their  fo,od,  and  the 
f'  youth  fhould  faint  j  but  they  that  waited  upon  the 
<*  Lord,  and  trufted  in   their  God,  fhould  repew  their 
«*  ftrength;    and  no  good  thing  would  be  withheld 
^«  from  them :  they  fhould  walk,  and  not  be  weary ; 
*«  they  fhould   run,  and  not   faint."      Yea,  he  often 
concipafTed  us  about  with  many  and  precious  promifes ; 
and  fo  great  was  our  refolutiqn  for  the  Lord,  that, 
with  Habakkuk,   we  could  fay  j    **  Though   the  fig- 
«^  tree  fhall  not  blofTom ;  neither  fhall  fruit  be  in  the 
•f  vines;  the  labour  of  the  olive  fhall  fail,  and  the 
«*  fields  fhall  yield  no  meat ;  the  flock  fhall  be  cut  oflF 
^'  from  the  fold,  and  there  fhall   be  no  herd  in  the 
*^  flails;  yet  we  will  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  we  will  joy 
**  in  the  God  of  our  falvation :  the  Lord  God  is  our 
^«  flrength,  and  he  will  make  our  feet  like  hind's  feet, 
"  and  he  will  make  us  to  walk  upon  the  high  placQS;" 
and  that  hath  he  done  many  a  time  to  our  aflonifh- 
ment;  for  he  hath  given  us  power  from  on  high  *^  to 
<*  bind  kings  in  chains,  and  nobles  in  fetters  of  iron, 
<«  to  tread  upon  the  necks  of  our  enemies,    and  to 
«^  pofTefs  the  gates  of  them  that  once  hated  us/*   O 
I  could  write  a  volume  of  the  judgments  and  mercies, 
and  faithfulnefs  of  the  Lord ;  who  hath  kept  us,  in- 
creafed  us,  confirmed  us,  protedted  us,  and  comforted 
us  to  this  very  day :  for.  which  tho.ufands.  are  the  fouls 

and 
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and  fpirits,  that  day  and  night,  in  white  linen,  the 
raiment  of  the  Jirft  refurre£liony  bow  and  reverence,  ho- 
nour and  praife,  glorify  and  exalt  hinn,  that  fits  upon 
the  throne,  and  the  Lamb  who  U  worthy  for  ever ! 

But  niuch  of  that  wonderment,  fufFering  and  re- 
proach is  over;  the  rigour  of  our  enemies  abated; 
^nd  the  bleffed  liqht  and  truth  in  the  confciencej, 
becomes  valuable  in  the  efteem  of  many,  and  the  fin^ 
cere  followers  of  it  greatly  refpefted;  and  that  by 
perfpns  of  very  great  quality.  And  though  the  laws, 
oaths,  and  other  cuftoms  qf  our  country  reftrain  men 
of  authority  from  entirely  falling  in  with  us,  or  con- 
ferring any  fecular  employments  upon  us;  yet  have 
they,  with  great  importunity,  fought  to  us  in  their 
pwn  perfonal  and  family  concerns,  and  repofed  all  truft 
and  confidence  in  us.  And  blefled  be  the  Lord,  who 
hath  kept  us  in  the  way  of  integrity,  and  that  has  fo 
rnarvelloufly  turned  the  hearts  of  the  great  ones  of 
the  earth,  infon^uch  that  we  can  fay,  when  thofe  that 
would  be  thought  as  the  heavens  have  fought  our  de- 
P:ruftipn,  the  earthy  mere  worldly  great  men,  have 
often  helped  the  woman^  and  faved  us  from  the  raging 
tenvy  of  the  Scribes  and  Pharifces :  bleffed  be  the  name 
of  the  Lord  our  God ;  who  is  a  God  like  unto  him  ? 

And  farthermore  this  know:  now  that  God  hath 
made  this  paffage  in  the  land  of  our  nativity,  and  call 
his  firm  anchor  of  hope  in  the  fouls  of  many  thoufands 
\n  this  ifland,  he  will  fuddenly  break  in  upon  the  na- 
tions about  us  J  and  all  thefe  diftreffes,  that  now  arc 
in  the  bowels  of  Europe,  are  to  prepare  the  way  of 
thj  Lord.  God  will  thin  the  people :  he  will  pinch, 
pine,  and  wither  countries;  and  into  confufion  fhall 
Europe  run  more  and  more :  and  when  their  diftrefs 
is  complete,  then  Iball  they  cry  early  and  earneftiy 
after  the  Lord,  And  welcome,  O  beauteous,  ftiali 
the  feet  of  them  be,  that  bring  glad  tidings  to  the 
weary,  and  the  diftrefledj  and  when  Europe  is  brought 
fo  low,  as  to  fee  *^  there  is  no  helper  in  the  earthy* 
i;|ie(a  il^all  heaven  ^e  in  requefl  3  ^lid.  to  heaven  ihdl 
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her  inhabitants  look ;  and  from  thence  fball  he  come 
into  their  hungry  fouls,  whom  they  have  looked  for. 

And  this  is  the  word  of  the  Lord,  that  lives  in  my 
foul  to  you }  '^  The  Lord,  whom  you  look  for,  fhall 
^'  fuddenly  come  to  his  temple,'*  even  your  hearts. 
0  prepare^  prepare  j  make  ready ;  watch  unto  his  ap- 
pearing in  you,  to  make  you  a  fit  habitation  for  his 
nolinefs  to  dwell  in.  Let  him  haVe  your  whole  hearts; 
let  the  mangers  be  for  the  beafts,  and  not  for  the 
Babe  of  Glory,  whofc  very  birth  brings  **  Glory  to 
**  God  on  high,  peace  on  earth,  and  good-will  toward^ 
«*  men." 

Yet  fqrrQW  goes  before,  and  will  gird  ^^\  nations ; 
for  in  that  day,  wh^n  they  "  fhall  fee  him  whom  they 
*^  haye  pierced,  all  kindreds,  tribes,  and  families, 
^*  fhall  mourn,  as  one  would  forrow  for  one's  firfl- 
«*  born,  and  be  in  bitternefs  as  for  one's  only  child." 
And  yrith  fuch  fhall  it  be  well  i  for  to  them  it  will  be 
not  only  a  day  of  vifitation,  but  redemption. 

But  wo  unto  the  idol  Jhepherdsy  in  that  day,  whp 
Jiave  fed  themfelves,  and  not  the  flock  j  who  have  ri^n, 
and  God  never  fent  them ;  and  cried.  Thus  faid  the 
Lord,  and  God  never  fpake  to  them ;  and  that  have 
preyed  upon  the  flock,  and  prepared  war  againfl  thofe, 
that  in  confcience  could  not  put  into  their  hireling- 
mouths;  that  have  been  tlie  great  cmifTaries  of  the 
falfe  prophet ;  and  to  all  that  commit  fin  with  greedi-* 
nefs,  and  will  have  none  of  the  Lord,  nor  of  the 
knowledge  of  his  ways ;  but,  with  the  priefts  and  ru-? 
lers  of  this  world,  that  have  drunk  deep  draughts  of 
the  blood  of  the  faints,  and  martyrs  of  Jefus :  from 
the  eyes  of  fuch  fhall  repentance  be  hid  in  that  day, 
and  their  tongues  will  be  fcorched  with  the  heat 
thereof;  and  they  will  utter  blafphemies  againfl  the 
Mofl  High,  and  their  end  will  be  eternal  perdition. 

'  *'  And  behold,  I  fland  at  the  door,  and  knock,*' 
faith  the  Lord  God;  «'  I  am  ready  to  be  revealed.*^  It 
fhall  not  be  faid,  "  The  fathers  have  eaten  four  grapes, 
**  and  the  childrens  teeth  are  fet  on  edge:"  but  thus 
faith  the  Lord,  "  Every  fpul  fhall  bear  his  own  burden ; 
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^<  and  for  the  iniquity  that  he  hath  done,  fhall  he  diei 
**  unlefs  he  die  to  fin  by  unfeigned  repentance :  for 
^^  my  fwift  witnefs,  who  is  faithful  and  true,  is  arifing^ 
**  and  by  him  will  I  plead  with  all  flefh/' 

*'  Wherefore,  wo  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  earthy 
*^  that  have  caft  my  law  behind  their  back,  and  grieved 
'^  my  Holy  Spirit :  that  have  taken  counfel,  and  not 
*^  of  me,  and  that  have  forgotten  me  days  without 
**  number :  that  have  lived  wantonly  upon  the  earthy 
*^  and  confumed  their  days  in  pleafures:  that  have 
*^  multiplied  facrifices  unto  nie,  but  have  not  heark- 
'^  ened  unto  my  word :  that  ferve  me  with  their  lips, 
*^  while  their  hearts  are  far  from  me.  That  offer  unto 
*^  me  incenfe,  and  yet  opprefs  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael 
**  with  their  iniquities :  my  foul  loaths  your  afiem- 
^^  blies,  and  your  facrifices  are  an  abomination  uno 

me. 

**  O  repent,  repent :  turn  unto  me  j  (why  will  you 

die  ?)  that  I  may  give  you  life :  obey  the  light  of 
*^  my  Son  in  your  hearts,  and  ye  fhall  yet  live  before 
'^  me." 

'^  And  all  you  that  feparatc  yourfelves  from  the 
*^  multitude,  in  whom  my  Spirit  has  been  flirting, 
^^  but  have  quenched  it  with  your  own  flirrings,  and 
*^  have  made  a  fire  of  the  flicks  that  you  have  gather- 
<*  ed;  and  that  compafs  yourfelves  about  in  the  fparks 
*^  of  the  fire  that  you  have  kindled,  (which  is  not  the 
**  fire  that  comes  from  heaven)  behold,  this  fhall  yoU 
*'  have  at  my  hand;  you  fhall  all  lie  down  in  forrow*" 

*'  Wherefore,  hear  and  live :  my  facrifice  is  in  mine 
*'  own  Spirit ;  whofe  motions  do  thou  wait  for,  in  the 
*'  filence  of  all  flefh  j  and  give  up  thyfelf,  in  obedi- 
*<  ence  unto  the  fame,  and  I  will  touch  thy  heart  with 
**  a  coal  from  my  own  holy  altar  i  and  a  living  facri- 
**  fice  fhalt  thou  offer  unto  me  on  my  Jabhath-day^ 
**  in  which  thou  fhalt  refl  from  thy  own  works,  and 
^^  therein  fhall  my  foul  be  delighted,  and  thou  (halt 
**  rejoice  before  me :  for  with  me,  the  Lord,  is  evcr- 
^  laifting  wifdom,  ftrcngth,  and  refrcfhment," 

This 
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This  is  the  ancient  way  of  the  Lord ;  this  is  th€ 
path  of  our  God.  To  you  I  write,  worthy  and  great 
wonnen,  that  you  may  walk  in  it,  and  be  of  that  num- 
ber, which  at  this  day^  (wherein  one  cries,  "  Lo  here," 
another,  "  Lo  there")  may  lay  hold  dn  the  fkirt  of 
the  true  Jew,  the  Ipiritual  circumcifionj  revealing 
himfelf,  it  may  be  but  as  "  a  day  of  fmall  things  "  at 
firft,  in  your  fouls,  that  you  may  fee  hinni,  the  only 
rock  to  build  upon,  that  your  peace  may  be  great  in 
the  Lord,  when  troubles  are  round  about  you.  For 
by  that  (hall  the  begotten  of  God  be  known,  and  emi- 
nently difcovered  in  the  days  of  univerfal  calamity: 
tranquillity,  patience,  faith,  and  perfeverance,  Ihall 
confpicuoufly  Ihine  in  their  very  countenances. 

Something  rofe  in  my  heart,  to  write  of  my  own 
convincement  to  you,  with  what  entertainment  I  re- 
ceived from  kindred,  acquaintance,  rulers,  &c.  the 
marxy  circumftances  belonging  to  my  converfion  and 
travail ;  which,  though  inferior  to  your  quality,  might 
not  be  ungrateful  or  unferviceable  to  you.  But  I  fee 
it  is  not  to  be  this  feafon  j  befides,  I  have  been  very 
large  already,  yet  all  along  in  obedience  to  the  love 
and  life  of  my  God  in  my  foul,  being  herein  afted  be- 
fide  all  regard  to  worldly  method,  phrafe,  or  contri- 
vance, unworthy  of  them  that  take  in  hand  to  write 
of  divine  things  at  the  will  and  appointment  of  God. 

I  commit  and  commend  you  to  the  word  of  Jefus, 
nigh  in  your  hearts;  in  the  holy  watches  of  it  to  be 
kept  and  preferved,  that  the  evil-one  touch  you  not : 
and  that  this  holy  word,  which  is  Chrift,  the  Son  of 
the  living  God,  may  be  brought  forth  in  you,  have 
room  in  your  hearts  to  live  and  grow,  till  you  are 
replenifhed  therewith.  A  great  myftery  it  is,  but  very 
true,  and  to  the  children  of  light  very  plain,  ^  Thar 

*  he  that   brings  us  forth   into   the  regeneration,    is 

*  brcKight  forth  in  us :  the  church  is  born  of  Cbrifiy 
^  and  Chrift  is  born  of  the  church:'  wherefore  the  apof- 
tle  wrote  to  the  Galatians  that  he  *^  travailed  in 
*'  birth  again,  till  Chrift  was  formed  in  them :"  and 
what  is  this  virgin  churchy  but  fo  many  virgin  members^ 

that. 
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that,  being  overfhadowed  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  conceives, 
and  in  the  fulnefs  of  time  brings  forth,  this  glorious 
man-child,  that  is  to  rule  the  nations. 

Wherefore,  in  that  pure  virgin  life,  live ;  where  the . 
fweet  ovcrfhadowings  of  the  holy  life  of  Jefus  are  felt, 
that  you  may  continually  bring  forth  fruits  to  the  ho- 
nour and  glory  of  the  name  of  the  Lord ;  which  is 
the  way  to  your  eternal  peace, 

I  have  but  one  thing  more,  and  I  take  my  leave  of 
you  at  this  time;  and  that  is,  Remember  the  poverty, 
fimplicity,  felf-denial,  patience,  and  the  crols  of  Je- 
fus, I  beg  of  you,  by  all  that  is  dear  and  facred  to 
you:  fhrink  not  at  his  baptifm,  neither  fo  much  as 
temper  with  any  latitude,  that  would  evade  his  hititr 
cup.  Let  not  his  vinegar  and  gall  be  unpleafant,  nor 
his  crown  of  thorns  troublefome :  nor,  laft  of  all,  let 
not  his  nails  and  fpear  be  terrible  to  you :  for  they 
that  will  not  forfake  him  in  his  agonies,  but  be  the 
companions  of  his  tribulations,  •  and  chearfuUy  lay 
down  their  life,  and  die  with  him  to  the  world ;  they, 
and  none  elfe,  fhall  rife  with  him  in  the  newnefs  of 
life,  and  afcend  with  him  to  his  Father,  by  him  to  be 
glorified,  with  that  glory  which  he  had  with  his  Father 
before  the  world  began. 

Unto  which  kingdom  God  Almighty  condudt  you, 
through  this  earthly  pilgrimage,  Amen. 

Yours,  in  that  love  and  life  which  reigned  before 


Cm  .or  death  had  a  bein^:. 
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An  earneft  Expoftulation  with  her,  to  prepare  fof 
that  great  and  notable  Day  of  the  Lord,  that 
is  at  the  Door. 

Publifhed  in  the  Year  iSfS* 

9 

AWAKE,  O  Chriftendoiri !  Awake,  ^nd  Come  to 
judgment;  for  the  great  and  notable  clay  of*  the 
Lord  is  drawing  apace  upon  thee:  prepare  to  meet 
him,  thou  and.  thy  children,  for  the  holir  of  his  judg- 
ment hafleneth  upon  you,  as  travail  on  a  woman  with, 
child,  in  which  all  your  works  fhall  be  tried,  and  that 
by  fire :  for  "  the  day  of  the  Lord  fkall  burn  as  an, 
^^  oven,  and  all  the  pfoud,  and  all  that  do  wickedly^ 
*^  fhall  be  as  Hubble.'*  Ifea,  ^*  by  fire  and  by  fword 
'*  will  the  Lord  God  Almighty  plead  with  all  flefh  ;'^ 
with  all  flefhly  worfhippers  and  workers,  who  live  after 
the  fiefh,  to  fulfill  the  lufls  thereof:  and  wit^lj^the  fpi- 
rit  of  judgment,  and  the  foirit  of  burninff,  that  is, 
vfith  fpiriiual  judgment  and  burning,  will  he  vifit  all 
ranks  and  regions  upon  the  earth :  yea,  his  holy  ter- 
Vol.  IIL  T  t«^^ 
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rors  fhall  take  hold  of  the  rebellious,  and  anguifli  and 
diftrcfs  fliall  fill  the  fouls  of  the  guilty.  The  faces  of 
nations  fhall  gather  palenefs,  and  their  knees  fmite 
together,  becaufe  of  the  anger  of  God  tliat  is  kin-^ 
dling  againft  them,  and  his  fierce  wrath  that  is  reveal- 
ing from  heaven  againft  all  the  ungodly,  but  more 
cfpecially  againft  the  children  of  the  "  Myfterjr  of 
««  iniquity :"  it  is  in  fhis  day  that  the  kindreds  of  the 
earth  fhall  mourn  with  a  great  lamentation. 

O  Chriftendom !  Thou  haft  long  fat  as  a  queen^  that 
Ihould  never  know  forrow :  great  have  been  thy  pre- 
tences, and  large  thy  profefTion  of  God,  Chrift,  Spi- 
rit, and  fcriptures ;  come,  let  me  expoftulate  with  thee 
and  thy  children,  in  the  fear  and  prefence  of  him  that 
fliall  bring  every  word  and  work  to  judgment.  God  is 
pure,  and  the  pure  in  heart  only  fee  him :  now,  are  you 
pure  ?  Do  you  fee  him  i  God  is  a  Spirii^  and  none  caR 
worfhip  him  aright,  but  fuch  as  come  to  his  Spirit, 
and  obey  it :  do  you  fo  ?  Cbrift  is  the  ^ff  of  God : 
have  you  received  him  in  your  hearts  ?  Doea  he  role 
there  ?  Then  have  you  eternal  life  abiding  in  you :  if 
not,  you  are  not  true  Chriftians.  The  Spirit  of  Truth 
leadeth  into  all  truth;  and  the  children  of  God  are 
born  of  it,  and  led  by  it.  But  are  you  led  into  all 
the  holy  ways  of  truth,  born  of  this  eternal  Spirit  ? 
Then  you  follow  not  the  fpirit  of  this  world ;  nor  do 
your  own  wills,  but  the  will  of  God.  You  profefs  the 
holy  fcriptures ;  but  what  do  you  witnefs  and  experi- 
ence ?  What  intereft  have  you  in  them  ?  Can  you  fet 
to  your  feal  they  are  true,  by  the  work  of  the  fame 
Spirit  in  you,  that  gave  them  forth  in  the  holy  an- 
cients ?  What  are  David's  roarings  and  praifes  to  thee, 
that  liveft  in  the  lufts  of  this  wprld  ?  What  arc  Paul's 
Jlnd  Peter's  experiences  to  thee,  that  walkeft  after  the 
defh? 

O  you,  that  arc  called  Chriftians,  give  ear  a  little 
unto  tnc,  for  I  am  prefTed  in  fpirit  to  write  to  you : 
read  with  padence,  and  confidcr  my  words ;  for,  be- 
hold, what  I  have  to  fay  unto  you  conccrncth  your 
eternal  good.  - 

««  God 
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'*  God  hath  fo  loved,  the  world,  that  he  hath  fcnt 
**  his  only*begotten  «S^»  into  the  world,  that  thofe  thac 
"  believe  on  him,  (hould  have  eternal  life/*  And 
this  Son  is  Chrift  Jefus,  the  true  lights  that  lighteth 
every  one  coming  into  the  worlds  and  they  that  abide 
not  in  him,  the  light y  dwell  in  darknefs^  in  Jin^  and  are 
under  the  region  and  fhadow  of  death :  yea,  dead  in 
Jifiy  and  fee  not  their  own  ftates,  neither  perceive  the 
fad  conditions  of  their  own  fouls.  They  are  blind  to 
the  things  of  God's  kingdom,  and  unfenfible  of  true 
and  fpiritual •/(/!?  and  motion^  what  it  is  to  live  to  God; 
and,  in  that  ftate,  are  alienated  from  God,  without 
true  judgment  and  living  knowledge,  and  under  the 
curfe.  For  in  Jefus  Chrift,  the  light  of  the  world, 
are  hid  all  the  treafures  of  wifdom  and  knowledge, 
redemption  and  glory ;  they  are  hid  from  the  worldly 
Chriftian,  from  all  that  are  captivated  by  the  fpiric 
and  lufts  of  the  world :  and  whoever  would  fee  them 
(for  therein  confift  the  things  that  belong  to  their 
eternal  peace)  muft  come  to  Chrift  Jefusj  the  true 
light  in  their  confciences,  bring  their  deeds  to  himi, 
love  him  and  obey  him;  whom  God  hath  ordained  <^  a 
'^  light  to  lighten  the  Gentiles,  and  for  his  falvation 
'*  to  the  ends  of  the  earth/'  Light  and  falvation  are 
joined  together;  and  none  can  come  to  falvation,  but 
as  they  come  firft  to  the  light,  and  fubmit  to  the  ma- 
nifeftation  of  it,  which  leadeth  to  falvation.  For 
'^  the  nations  of  them  that  are  faved,  fhall  walk  in 
««  the  light  of  the  Lamb,  Chrift  Jefus,"  Ugbt  and 
jujlification  are  alfo  joined  together :  ^^  If  we  walk  in 
<^  the  light,  as  God  is  in  the  light,  the  blood  of  Jefus 
<^  Chrift,  his  Son,  cleanfeth  us  from  all  fin."  And 
light  and  life  eternal  arc  joihed  together:  *'  For  in  the 
<^  Word  (that  was  with  God  in  the  beginning,  and 
<<  was  God,  by  whom  all  things  were  made,  that  were 
^^  made)  was  life,  and  the  life  was  the  light  of  men/' 
And  this  is  the  teftimony  of  Jefus,  ^^  I  am  the  lighe 
*^  of  the  world;  he  that  followieth  me  fliall  not  abide 
*'  in  darknefs,  but  have  the  light  of  life :"  yea,  it  is 
eternal  life  to  believe  in  him,  in  Chrifti  the  li%hi\  ts^ 
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receive,  embrace,  and  to  follow  him.  And  ^'  that 
**  was  the  true  light,"  faith  the  fame  beloved  difciple, 
*'  which  lighteth  every  man  that  cometh  into  the 
"  world/'  Now  this  light  fhineth  in  darknefs,  in  the 
children  of  darknefs,  in  their  dark  hearts,  in  their 
black  fouls,  and  defiled  confciences  -,  but  in  this  dark- 
nefs they  comprehend  it  not :  neither  can  man  know 
the  nature  and  benefit  of  it,  whilft  he  rebelleth  againft; 
it :  for  the  virtue  and  excellency  of  it  is  fhut  up  and 
hid  from  the  "  children  of  difobcdience/'  To  as 
many  as  received  him  of  old,  gave  he  power  to  be- 
come the  children  of  God;  and  they  that  did  his 
will,  knew  his  dodrine  to  be  of  God,  and  of  powcip 
and  efficacy  to  their  falvation. 

But  this  is  the  great  condemnation  of  the  world  at 
this  day,  that  though  God  hath  fent  his  Son,  a  li^ht, 
into  the  hearts  of  all  men  and  women,  to  manifeft 
and  reprove  their  evil  deeds,  and  to  fave  them  j  yet 
they  love  darknefs,  they  love  the  lulls  and  imagina- 
tions of  their  vain  hearts,  better  than  this  holy  light, 
that  is  given  unto  them  for  falvation  :  they  choofc  Ba- 
rabbas  rather  than  Jefus,  Yea,  they  have  fet  up  otner 
lights,  than  Cbriji  Je/us,  God's  great  light  j  and  other 
prophets  than  Chrtft,  God's  great  prophet  *,  and  other 
priejis  than  Je/us,  the  High  Prieji  of  the  new  covenant : 
but  they  are  dark  lights,  falfe  prophets,  and  Mind 
pricfts^  *'  All  that  came  before  me,"  faith  Chrift, 
*^  arc  thieves  and  robbers;"  and  all  thit  pray,  preach, 
fing,  worfhip,  &c.  and  not  by  the  light  and  fpirit  c^ 
JtuiS,  they  go  irfore  Chrift,  before  Chrift  cometh,  be- 
fore he  prepareth  their  hearts,  and  toucheth  their  lips, 
with  a  coal  from  his  heavenly  altar  j  and  perform  wor- 
fhip in  their  own  will,  time,  and  power,  and  ftay  not 
&ir  his  leadings.  And  therefore  all  fuch  rob  Chrift  of 
his  office,  who  is  the  leader  of  the  true  Chriftians; 
their  heavenly  high  priefi,  to  anoint  them,  and  offer  up 
their  facrifice  to  God  for  themj  and  prophet,  to  kt 
them  fee  and  know,  by  his  light  in  their  hearts,  what 
they  ought  to  do,  according  to  the  new  and  everlaft* 
ing  covenants  '^  I  will  write  my  law  in  their  hearts, 

««  and 
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*^  and  put  my  fpirit  in  their  inward  parts,  and  they 
*^  fhall  be  all  taught  of  mc,.  faith  the  Lord/' 

Now  this  is  the  queftipn  to  the  whole  world  called 
Chriitians :  Do  you  fee  with  this  divine  light  ?  Have 
you  fearched  your  hearts  with  it?  And  are  you  anointed 
by  this  High  Prieft  with  his  holy  unftion,  that  leadeth 
into  all  truth  ?  Doth  this  heavenly  prophet  give  you 
vifion,  and  reveal  the  Father  to  you  ?  Is  he  your  eye, 
your  head,  your  wifdom  ?    Do  you  live,   move,  and 
have  your  life  and  being  in  him,  in  praying,  preach- 
ing,   and   finging,  yea,  in  your  whole  converfation  ? 
Arc  you  renewed  into  his  life  and  image  ?  And  have 
you  heard  his  voice,  and  feen  his  fhape  ?  Are  you  wit- 
nefles  of  his  holy  rebukes,  his  pure  judgments,  the 
Ihamc  and  death  of  his  crofs  ?  Is  he  the  fountain  of 
your  knowledge  ?  The  author  of  your  faith  ?  O  confi- 
der!  are  you  of  thofe  that  have  (poke  with  Jcfus? 
That  have  been  taught  in  the  fchool  of  his  holy  crofs  ? 
Students  in  his  heavenly  academy  ?  O  have  you  drank 
of  his  cup,  and  been  baptized  with  his  baptifm  ?  Tell 
me,  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord  God,  you  that  call  your- 
felves  Chriftians,  doth  he  go  before  you,  and  lead  you, 
as  a  mafler  teacheth  his  difciples,  and  a  captain  lead** 
eth  his  foldiers  ?  And  do  you  follow  him  in  all  the 
weighty  things  of  this  life  ?  And  doth  he  order  youi; 
minds,    and  rule  your  affections  ?    If  not,    you  are 
thieves  and  robbers ;  for  you  rob  Chrift  of  his  office. 
For  God  hath  appointed  him  to  be  the  leader  and  ruler 
of  all  people;  yea,  it  is  God's  decree;  and  thofe  that 
he  leadeth  not,  in  their  thoughts,  words,  and  works, 
fliall  never  come  to  God :  for  all  muft  come  to  God 
ly  him,  that  is,  by  his  light  and  Jprit  ruling  in  their 
hearts,  which  fanftifieth,  regenerateth,  and  convertcth 
the  foul  to  God, 

And  the  caufe  of  the  confufion  and  contention  that 
is  about  religion  in  Europe  at  this  day,  is,  that  men 
have  deferted  this  true  light  and  holy  ffirity  and  fo  are 
degenerated  from  the  life  and  power  of  pure  and  un- 
(potted  religion,  and  have  attempted  to  comprehend 
thrift's  4oftrincs  without  Chrift's  light,  and  Xfi  kaow 

T  3  the 
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the  things  of  God,  without  the  Spirii  of  God.  And 
being  thus  mifcrably  erred,  by  wicked  works,  from 
the  One  Spirit  of  ^ruth,  they  have  wandered  into  the 
fallible  conceits  and  opinions  of  men.  And  in  this  ftatc 
one  party  hath  contended  againft  another :  from  xvords 
they  have  fallen  to  blows,  and  the  ftrongeft  hath  op- 
pofed  the  weakeft.  And  not  knowing  what  fpirit  they 
were  of,  have  called  light  darkne/sj  and  darknefs  light  i 
putting  the  ihecp's  (kin  upon  the  wolf,  and  the  wolf's 
flcin  upon  the  poor  fheep  of  Chrift,  endeavouring  by 
carnal  weapons  to  enforce  their  opinions,  and  to  extort 
conformity,  by  worldly  laws  and  punifhments,  to  their 
perfuafions.  AH  this  is  out  of  the  light,  life,  and 
doftrine  of  Chrift  Jefus,  and  in  the  fpirit  of  darknefs, 
confufion,  ftrife,  and  bloodftied,  which  are  of  the  de- 
vil.  All  which  Babel  muft  and  (hall  come  down,  by 
the  light,  power,  and  fpirit  of  Jefus,  now  rifing  in  the 
world;  and  hell,  death,  and  the  grave,  Ihall  not  be 
able  to  hinder  it:  for  the  fet  time,  the  appointed  time 
of  the  Father,  is  come,  and  the  judgment  is  begun. 

O  ye,  that  are  called  Roman  Catholicks,  tell  me,  are 
you  truly  catbolick,  that  is;  of  an  univerfal  fpirit  ?  Then 
you  will  not  perfecute,  but  love  all,  and  be  tender  to 
all.     Are  you  truly  Roman,  and  fucceffors  of  that  an- 
cient, apoftolical  church?  Then  you  walk  not  after  the 
fiejb,  but  after  the  Spirit-,    yea,    the  Spirit  of  Chrift 
dwelleth  in  you,  and  you  are  led  by  the  Spirit  of  God, 
and  can  call  him  Father  in  truth  and  righteoufnefs, 
and  the  Word  of  God  in  the  heart  is  your  teacher,  and 
not  the  traditions  of  men  ;  for  fo  the  Romans  of  old 
time  were  inftrufted,      O  confider,    if  you  are  true 
fucceffors,  you  muft  follow  them  in  the  fame  nature, 
fpirit,  and  life  \  for  in  that  only  ftandeth  the  Chriftian 
Jucceffiony  to  wit,  in  Chrift :  and   every  branch,  perfon, 
or  church,  that  abideth  not  in  this  great  vine,  is  re- 
jcftcd  for  the  fife.     Therefore  deceive  not  yourfelves, 
as  the  Jews  of  old  did,   with  crying,  "  The   temple 
^  of  the  Lord,  the  temple  of  the  I^rd ;"  and  faying, 
•*  We  have  Abraham  to  our  father,  and  to  us  belong 
^  the  fathers^  covenants,  law,  priefthood,  and  chair 
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*^  of  Mofes :"  for,  as  the  apoftle  faid  of  old,  fo  fay  I 
to  you ;  **  His  fervants  you  are,  to  whom  you  obey  s** 
and  "  He  that  committeth  fin,  is  of  the  deviU"  So 
that  Chrift's  fuccejbrsy  are  they  that  take  up  his  crofs, 
follow  him,  and  that  abide  in  his  holy  dodrine,  that 
keep  his  commandments,  and  themfelves  unfpotted 
from  the  world.  And  thofe  that  follow  the  '*  luft  of 
**  the  eye,  the  luft  of  the  flelh,  and  pride  of  life,*'  ar^ 
not  of  Chrift,  nor  of  the  Father,  but  of  the  world g 
fubjefts  to  the  prince  of  the  power  of  the  air,  and  fuc- 
ceflbrs  of  Sodom,  Gomorrah,  Egypt,  Tyre,  Sidon, 
and  perfecuting  Jerufalem ;  and  not  of  the  harmlefs, 
felf-denying,  holy,  fufFeringj5>^i{/^  of  Cbrift  Jejus^  that 
is  ruled  in  all  things  by  her  bufbandy  her  bead^  her 
Lord.  O  fearch  and  try,  with  the  light  of  Jefus,  if 
you  are  not  degenerated  from  primitive  (implicity  and 
purity  ?  For  great  are  the  abominations  of  all  fefts,  ' 
that  flow  like  a  deluge  throughout  your  countries! 
Repent,  and  turn  to  the  ancient  apoftolical  fpirit  and 
lifey  that  you  may  enter  into  the  refi  of  God. 

O  you  that  call  yourfelves  Evangelicks,  or  Gojpellers, 
are  you  evangelical  ?  Are  you  faved  from  the  lufts,  and 
pleafures,  and  dead  worfhips  of  the  world,  by  the 
mighty  foiver  of  God^  which  is  the  go/pel^  and  led  by 
an  evangelical  fpirit  ?  If  not,  you  are  not  yet  redeemed, 
you  are  not  yet  under  grace^  which  is  the  go/pel  ftafe : 
for  you  are  not  taught  by  it,  but  rebel  againft  it ;  how 
then  are  you  true  go/pellers,  men  of  gofpel-liberty^  men 
of  deliverance  and  redemption  j  to  whom  immortality 
is  brought  to  light,  (as  it  is  to  all  that  truly  know 
and  receive  the  blefled  go/pel)  that  arc  yet  fubje6ts  and 
fervants  to  Jin?  How  can  you  fing  thtjbng  of  the 
Lamb,  that  are  not  yet  delivered  by  the  Lamb  \  but» 
by  your  vain  converfations,  crucify  the  Lamb,  and  do 
defpite  to  the  Spirit  of  grace,  and  that  every  day  I 
The  true  gofpellers  are  thofe  that  receive  the  wgeFs 
tnejfagey  who  is  the  great  preacher  of  the  cverlafting 
gofpel,  viz.  "  Fear  God,  give  glory  to  his  name,  for 
^^  the  hour  of  his  judgment  \%  come  1  and  no  mor^ 
<^  worihip  the  beaft.''    Do  you  fe^r  Godf  ia  (rath  4a4 

T  4  v\ 


19^  A    S  U  M  M  ON  S    TO 

in  finccrity  ?  Then  arc  you  fearful  of  offending  the 
Lord,  and  tender  of  God's  glory  5  then  are  your  hearts 
kept  cleanj  then  are  you  wife  to  falvation ;  and  fo  you 
can  glorify  God  indeed:  otherwife,  your  prayers  and 
praifes  are  not  evangelical  in  God's  fight. 

But  t^l  me,  O  ye  Gofpellers,  is  the  hour  of  his 
judgment  come  to  you  ?  Is  it  begun  at  your  houfes 
yet  ?  How  do  you  feel  it  ?  Hath  it  broke  your  hearts  ? 
Hath  it  contrited  your  fpirits  ?    Have  ye  known  the 
godly  forrow  ?   The  chaftifements  of  the  Lord,    and 
rebukes  of  the  Almighty  ?  Hath  his  pure  eternal  word 
divided  yet  betwixt  your  foul  and  fpirit,  the  joints 
and  marrow?  Have  you  ever  been  weary  and  heavy 
laden  with  fin ;  hath  it  been  a  burden  to  you  ?  Did  you 
ever  cry  out,  in  the  agony  of  your  fpirits  yet,  **  Men 
**  and  brethren,  what  fliall  we  do  to  be  faved?   O! 
«*  who  fhall  deliver  us  from  the  body  of  fin   here, 
««  and  the  wrath  to  come !"  (the  travail  of  the  holy 
ancients) :  if  not,  you  are  yet  fl:rangers  to  Chrift:  and 
his  kingdom :  and  if  you  die  in  that  ftate,  where  he 
is  gone,  you  ihall  never  come.     "  For  Sion/*  God's 
city,  "  mufl:  be  redeemed  through  judgments,  and  her 
*^  converts  through  righteoufnefs :  yea,  the  houfe  of 
'*  God  cannot  elcape  it :"  wherefore  faid  one  of  old, 
'*  If  judgment  begin  at  the  houfe  of  God,  where  ftiall 
*^  the  finner  and  ungodly  appear?"  O  wo  to  them  that 
live  without  the  judgments  of  the  Lord!  Wo  to  them 
that  cafl  his  reproofs  behind  their  backs,  and  live,  in 
earthly  pleafures,  fatting  up  themfelves  in  lufts  and 
pleafures,  as  for  the  day  of  flaughter,  and  treafuring 
up  wrath  againft  the  day  of  wrath.     O  the  ancient 
faints  lived  not  thus ;  they  wrought  out  their  falvation 
with  "  fear  and  trembling;"  yea,  they  gave  all  dili- 
gence, to  make  their  calling  and  eleftion  fure :  which 
way  do  you  work  out  yours?  Habakkuk,  that  holy 
prophet,  *'  his  lips  quivered,  and  his  belly  trembled, 
ff  that  his  foul  might  reft  in  the  day  of  trouble :"  is 
this  your  ftate  ?  Or,  arc  you  not  rather  worfliippers  of 
the  beafi  at  this  day,  lovers  of  the  worldly,    fenfual, 
voluptuous  life,  walking  in  the  lufts  of  the  eye,  the 
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lufts  of  the  flcfh,  and  the  pride  of  lifcj  like  rebellious 
Ifrael  of  old,  "  forgetting  God  days  without  number?" 
But  this  know,  that  **  all  that  forget  God  fhall  he 
<^  turned  into  hell." 

O !  what  is  become  of  the  fatherly  vifitation  made 
to  your  progenitors,  thofe  good  beginnings  fown  in 
perfecutions  and  martyrdoms  ?  Have  you  anfwered  the 
loving-kindnefs  of  God  therein  ?  Have  you  advanced 
in  the  way  of  righteoufnefs  ?  Are  you  become  an  holy 
nation,  and  a  peculiar  people  of  God,  zealous  of  good 
works  ?  But  have  you  not  betaken  yourfelves  to  the 
wifdom  and  learning  of  this  world  to  make  minifters^ 
and  deferted  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  and  fled  to  the 
power  and  policy  of  this  world,  to  defend  and  proted 
you,  and  not  to  the  name  of  the  Lordy  which  hath  al- 
ways been  the  ftrong  tower  of  the  righteious  ?  Nay, 
are  you  not  divided  one  againft  another,  and  turned 
perfecutors  for  religion  yourfelves,  denying  that  liberty 
to  others,  you  took  for  yourfelves  ?  Ah !  where  is  the 
royal  law  of  "  doing  as  you  would  be  done  unto?" 

Thus  have  you  decayed  and  degenerated  into  a 
worldly  clergy^  and  a  carnal  people  -,  holding  and  main-- 
taining  reformed  words,  in  an  unreformed  fpirit.  Yea, 
are  not  the  fame  evils,  pride,  paflion,  malice,  wars, 
bloodfhed,  perfecution,  deceit,  flefhly  lufts,  wanton- 
nefs,  vain  pleafures  and  fports,  yea,  all  manner  of 
worldly- mindednefs,  to  be  found  in  you,  that  were  in 
the  perfecutors  of  your  fore-fathers,  and  againft  which 
your  moft  ferious  and  beft  anceftors  faithfully  teftified?. 
So  that  the  difference  now  is  about  words  and  fenten-? 
ces,  and  not  about  the  life,  nature  and  fpirit  of 
*^  pure  and  undefiled  religion:"  and  men  are  to  be 
known  now  by  their  denominations  and  fubfcriptions 
to  certain  human  creeds,  man-made  faiths  and  forms, 
and  not  by  the  fpirit  and  image  of  Chrift  Jefus,  by 
the  nature  of  the  true  fheep,  and  by  that  holy  unftion, 
that  was  the  bond  of  the  heavenly  fellowlhip  of  the 
faints  of  old. 

And  you,  that  are  called  reformed^  with  the  reft  of 
the  fubdivided  feds,   what  better  are  you  for  your 
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names?  Arc  ye  regenerated  yet?  Arc  you  reformed 
from  the  luft  of  the  eye,  the  luft  of  the  flefli,  and  the 
pride  of  life ;  from  the  devil,  and  all  his  works  ?  Arc 
you  born  of  the  incorruptible  feed,  that  liveth  and 
abideth  for  ever  ?  And  are  you  come  out  of  the  cor- 
ruptible things,  and  doth  Chrift  lead  you  ?  Is  the  go* 
vcmment  of  your  fouls  upon  his  (houlders  ?  Tell  me, 
is  it  the  new  birth,  that  which  is  born  of  God  through 
many  tribulations,  the  new  man  created  in  Chrifl:  Je* 
fus,  that  calleth  God  Father  in  your  prayers,  and  that 
maketh  mention  of  him  in  your  preachings  ?  Or  is  it 
the  firfi  birth,  of  the  earthy  earthly^  the  old  man,  the 
corrupt  and  unregenerated  nature,  that  which  is  born 
of  the  flefli,  that  is  to  fay,  of  the  feed  of  the  evil-one, 
the  father  of  all  the  fleflily  lufts,  inventions,  imagi- 
nations and  traditions  of  men,  that  taketh  pl^afure  in 
the  vain  and  wicked  fports  and  pleafures  of  this  apof- 
tate  world,  that  forget  God,  and  turn  his  grace  into 
wantonnefs;  reproaching,  nicknaming,  and  perfecuting 
the  children  of  regeneration,  with  fcornful  names,  and 
cruel  punifliments,  calling  God  Father,  as  the  Jews 
did  I  and  crucifying  Chrifl:  afreflfi  by  a  vain  converfa- 
tion,  at  the  fame  time. 

O  you  degenerated  Chriftians  of  all  forts,  yea,  all 
the  feveral  fefts  in  ChriftcndonEi,  that  have  deferted 
your  firfl:  love,  and  degenerated  from  the  life  and 
power  of  primitive  godlinefs,  with  the  light  of  Chriii 
Jcfus  in  your  hearts,  examine  yourfelves,  "  God  hath 
**  lighted  your  candle,"  fearch  and  try  yourfclves; 
fee  how  it  ftandeth  with  you  as  to  your  eternal  condi- 
tion, before  you  go  hence;,  and  be  no  more  in  this^ 
world.  Confider,  are  you  in  the  true  faith  of  Chriftj^ 
or  not  ?  For  without  true  faith  none  can  pleafe  God ; 
and  without  pleafing  bim^  no  man  can  be  laved.  The 
devils  believe,  yea,  and  tremble  too  y  that  is  more  than 
thoufands  called  Chrifl:ians  do,  and  fo  far  they  are  fliort 
of  the  very  devils.  Have  you  faith  ?  Let  us  try  it,  in 
the  name  of  God.  What  is  it  for  faith?  Doth  it  over- 
come th^  world?  Dotjh  it  live,  and  depend,  upon 
God  \  Can  it  forfakc  cc^untry  and  kindred  ?  Turn  out 
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Ifhmael  ?  Offer  up  Ifaac  ?  Live  a  pilgrim>  a  ftranger  in 
the  world  ?  Doth  it  work  by  that  love,  which  can  for- 
fake  all  for  Chrift's  name  fake  ?  Doth  it  fight  ^gainft 
the  devil  ?  Refift  his  fiery  darts  ?  Overcome  his  aifaults 
and  temptations  ?  And,  finally,  purify  the  foul  to 
God's  ufe?  Is  this  your  faith,  O  you  carnal,  outfidc 
Chriftians  ?  No  fuch  matter;  for  you  live  in  the  fleftx, 
fulfilling  the  lufts  thereof;  and  your  care  is,  what  you 
fhall  eat,  drink,  and  put  on,  and  how  you  (hall  get 
the  mammon,  friendfbip>  and  glory,  of  this  world* 
Examine  yourfelves,  and  prepare,  for  the  day  of  the 
Lord  hafteneth  upon  you.  And  have  a  care,  left  you 
partake  of  the  plagues  that  God  hath  prepared  for 
.Babylon;  (he  that  calleth  herfelf  the  "  Lamb's  bride," 
and  is  an  harlot,  committing  fornication  throughout 
all  nations  and  fe£bs ;  that  is,  thofe  who,  by  a  fying 
Jpiritj  have  had  their  hearts  feduced  from  God  and  his 
holy  fear,  yet  in  words  profeffed  to  be  his  people; 
who  call  themfelves  JewSy  but  arc  not ;  ChriJlianSj  and 
are  not,  but  of  the  fynagogue  of  Satan ;  being  ftran- 
gers  to  the  circumcifion  in/ptrity  and  the  baptifm  that 
is  with  ^rcy  and  with  the  Holy  Ghoji:  withjfr^,  to  con- 
fume  the  flefhly  nature ;  and  with  the  Hofy  Ghofty  to 
beget  the  heavenly  nature  in  man.  O  the  downfall  of 
this  great  city,  and  the  defolation  of  this  falfe  church 
through  all  the  feds  in  Chriftendom,  is  come,  and 
coming !  yea,  in  one  day  (hall  it  be  accompli(hed,  even 
in  the  day  of  the  appearance  of  Chrift,  who  is  the  fe- 
cond  Adam,  the  Lord  from  heaven,  who,  by  the 
**  brightnefs  of  his  coming,"  and  by  the  "  breath  of 
^*  his  mouth,"  in  the  hearts  of  nations,  (hall  fcvcal» 
and  deftroy,  this  great  Antichrift,  this  marr  of  fin,  in 
many  that  fitteth  in  the  place  of  God,  yea,  exalted 
above  all  that  is  called  God,  requiring  conformity  to 
all  his  inventions  and  injunctions,  upon  pain  of  life,j 
liberty,  and  eftate:  nor  are  any  fuffered  to  buy  or 
fell  in  this  great  city,  but  fuch  as  will  ^^  receive  his 
<^  mark." 

Wo  to  you  all,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  that  call 
pod  your  Father,  and  ^e  not  born  of  him ;  that  name 
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his  name>  and  hate  to  be  reformed:  that  call  Jefus 
Lordi  and  not  by  the  Hofy  Gboft ;  who  take  his  pure 
name  into  your  mouths,  and  depart  not  from  iniquity. 
I  fay  to  you,  on  God's  behall^  as  God  faid  to  the  Jews 
of  old  J  "  Your  prayers,  your  facrifices,  and  your  fo- 
^*  lemn  aflembliesr  &c.  in  an  unconverted  flate,  are 
**  abomination  to  the  Lord."  No  matter  for  your 
names,  your  preteneies,  your  creeds,  if  you  live  with- 
out God  in  the  world ;  that  is,  without  his  holy  awe 
in  your  hearts,  without  a  divine  fenfe  of  his  prefence 
in  your  fouls,  and  know  not  that  godly  forrow,  that 
worketh  unfeigned  repentance,  the  only  way  to  eternal 
life.  Your  worftiip  God  loatheth:  a  dog's  neck, 
fwine's  blood,  yea,  to  blefs  an  idoly  or  kill  a  man,  is 
altogether  as  acceptable  with  the  Lord.  O !  God  is 
wroth  with  the  feigned  worfhips,  as  well  as  gqmmon 
iingodlinefs,  of  the  world :  come  to  Chrift*^  Spirit, 
be  led  of  it;  and  do  not  your  own  wills,  but  the  will 
of  Chrift  Jefus;  and  then  you  Ih^ll  know  the  true 
worftiip.  For  the  true  miniftry  and  worftiip  of  Godji 
ftand  not  in  the  will,  wifdom,  or  appointment  of  men; 
nor  can  they  be  performed  by  unregenerated  men,  but 
in  the  leadings  of  his  eternal  Spirit,,  by  whom  all  the 
faithful  offer  up  themfelves  ^n  acceptable  facrifice  to 
God,  not  to  live  unto  themfelves,  but  to  him  that 
hath  purchafed  them.  It  is  true,  Chrift  Jefus  died  for 
the  ungodly,  but  not  that  they  ftiould  Qontinue  un- 
godly, but  take  up  his  daily  crofs,  and  follow  hiixh 
**  Chrift:,"  faith  Peter,  **  fufftred  for  us,  leaving  us  an 
**  example,  that  we  Ihould  fqllow  his  fteps:"  as  be 
was  in  this  world,  fo  we  ftiould  be ;  not  conformable 
to  the  rudiments,  fafliions,  and  cuftoms  of  this  world, 
that  pafs  away  j  but  transformed  and  renewed  in  our 
minds,  by  the  grace  that  he  hath  given  us :  which 
grace  bringeth  falvation  to  all  that  obey  it;  teaching 
fuch  to  deny  all  ungodlinefs,  and  worldly  luflis,  and 
to  live  foberly,  righteoufly,  and  godly  in  this  prefent 
evil  world :  becaufe,  *^  without  holinefs,  none  fliall 
"  ever  fee  tjie  Lord :"  tl^at  is  Qod's  dec^^ee, 
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Wherefore  be  you  not  deceived,  O  you  formal  and 
titular  Chriftians  5  God  "  will  not  be  mocked :  fuch 
**  as  you  fow,  fuch  fhdl  you  reap  at  the  hand  of  the 
**  Lord :  yea,  for  every  idle  word  fhall  you  give  an 
*'  account  in  the  day  of  judgment, *f  Think  not  with 
yourlelvcs,  you  have  Chrift  to  your  Saviour,  and  you 
are  reconciled  to  God  through  Chrifty  and  that  God 
looketh  not  upon  you  as  you  are  in  yourfehesy  but  as. 
in  Chrift  \  whilft  you  walk  not  after  the  Spirit y  but 
after  the  flejb :  "  For  the  wages  of  fin  is  death ;  but 
*^  the  gift  of  God  is  eternal  life,  through  Jefus  Chrift 
**  our  Lord  ?"  To  whom  ?  Not  to  them  that  defpifc 
his  light  in  their  hearts,  that  grieve  his  Spirit,  and,  by 
a  worldly  converfation,  go  on  to  crucify  him ;  and 
who  follow  not  Jefus  in  the  way  of  tribulation  and 
regeneration,  "  God  is  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold 
<*  iniquity;"  and  he  looketh  upon  men  and  women 
to  be  what  they  really  arty  and  not  what  they  imagine 
themfclves  to  be :  "  Behold  he  cometh,  and  his  reward 
"  is  with  him,  and  he  will  reward .  all  according  to 
**  their  works/*  Sinners,  while  fuch,  can  no. more 
come  into  Chrifty  than  into  God;  for  God  is  in  Chrifty 
and  Chrift  is  in  God:  Chrift  is  holy,  harmlefs,  pure, 
and  undefiled,  and  feparate  from  finncrs.  And  if 
ever  you  would  have  God  look  upon  you  to  be  in 
Chrift,  you  muft  come  into  Chrift :  and  you  can  never 
come  into  Chrift,  the  new  and  heavenly  man,  that  is 
undefiled,  and  feparated  from  finners,  till  you  come 
out  ofjifty  and  the  authtfr  of  it,  the  devily  the  old  maa 
of  fin,  and  leave  your  wicked  deeds  of  darknefs. 

Therefore,  be  ye  feparate  .from  every  evil  way: 
Chrift,  the  immaculate  Lamb  of  God,  came  not  only 
to  fave  men  from  wrath,  but  from  fip,  which  is  the 
caufe  of  wrath.  ^'  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God,"  faith 
John,  "  which  taketh  away  the  fin  of  the  world:'* 
not  their  fin  that  will  not  helieve  in  him,  but.  the  fins 
of  thofe  that  are  weary  and  heavy  ladeny  that  wait, 
hunger,  thirft,  and  cry  for  his  falvation  j  whom  God 
hath  given  for  a  light  to  lighten  the  G<entile$,  and 
for  his  falvation  to  the  en(^  ot  the  earth,    O  you  diac 
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tre  called  by  his  facred  name^  repent^  repent  t  Pre- 
pare^  prepare  to  meet  the  Lx)rd^  who  is  comings  iti 
the  way  of  his  judgments,  to  vifit  the  inhabitants  of 
the  eanh ;  and  put  away  the  evil  of  your  doings^  and 
turn  to  him,  that  he  may  receive  you. 

But  wo,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  to  all  that  reiel 
tgainit  the  light  of  Chrift  Jefus,  who  ferve  another 
mafter,  and  follow  another  captain,  and  obey  the  prince 
of  the  power  of  the  air,  who  reigneth  in  the  hearts 
of  the  children  of  difobedience.  Yea,  •*  Wo  unto 
•*  all,  who  arc  covered  with  a  covering,  and  not  of 
«^  my  Spirit ;  that  take  counfel,  and  not  of  me,'*  faith 
the  Lord :  <'  who  gather  fticks,  and  kindle  a  fire  of 
^  their  own,  and  compafs  themfelves  about  in  the 
^^  fparks  which  they  have  kindled ;  for  this  ihall  they 
««  have  at  my  hand,  They  (hall  lie  down  in/orrow.*' 

Wo,  from  God,  to  all  the  will-worfhippers,  who 
worfhip,  but  not  in  the  Spirit  and  in  the  trufb ;  their 
worihip  is  not  available.  He  that  worfhips  God  aright 
is  turned  to  the  Spirit,  and  is  taught  and  led  by  the 
Spirit.  And  fuch  as  have  received  the  Spirit  of  Chrift 
are  not  led  by  their  own  fpirits,  nor  by  the  fpirit  of 
this  world,  nor  according  to  the  inventions  and  tra« 
ditions  of  men :  neither  do  they  conform  themfelves 
to  the  cuftoms  and  falhions  of  this  world,  nor  will 
they  bow  to  the  glory  of  this  world,  ot  the  god  of  it. 
But  having  feen  bim,  whom  they  have  pierced  with 
their  vain  converfation  in  times  paft,  they  mourn> 
and  are  in  great  bitternefs,  becauie  they  have  done 
defpite  to  his  Holy  Spirit  of  grace,  that  ftrove  fo  long 
with  them  for  their  redemption.  And  being  called, 
by  his  fpiritual  call  in  their  hearts,  to  come  out  of 
SabyloHi  the  great  city  of  will-worfhip,  confufion,  and 
darknefs,  that  is  in  the  earth,  do  chearfully  refign  up 
all,  to  follow  him  in  the  narrow  way  o{  felf-denial, 
as  his  holy  difciples  did  of  old.  And  fuch  have 
learned,  by  good  experience,  that  without  Chrift  they 
Can  do  nothing :  though  in  thefe  days  fcarcel/  any 
thing  is  done  with  him,  or  ^  him.  For  he  is  refifted, 
in  his  fpiritual  apptarmtce^  ki  the  confcitmces  of  thofe 
-  that 
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chat  make  only  a  profeffion  of  him  with  their  mouths^ 
and  therefore  he  doth  not  many  mighty  works  in  them : 
yea,  he  is  fmitten,  fpit  upon,  crowned  with  thorns^ 
pierced  and  crucified,  of  all  falfe  Chriilians^  through 
their  rebellion  and  wickednefs. 

O  wo,  from  the  great  and  juft  God,  that  made 
heaven  and  earth,  upon  all  people  that  work  iniquity^ 
and  forget  God  i  Wo  to  you,  kings  and  princes,  that 
have  crucified  the  ^^  Lord  of  life  and  glory^"  yea^ 
you  have  crucified  him  in  yourfelves,  and  helped  to 
crucify  him  in  others:  he  lieth  flain  at  this  day  in 
your  ftreets.  For  you  have  not  ruled  for  Gcd,  as  yott 
ought  to  have  done,  but  for  your/elves^  to  pleaie  your 
own  lufts  i  and  have  not  fought  the  glory  of  the  Lordj 
nor  the  profperity  of  his  work  in  the  earth,  fo  much 
as  the  greatnefs  of  your  own  names,  and  to  enlarge 
your  worldly  dominions;  often  opprefiing  the  poof^ 
and  perfecuting  confcientious  Diflenters ;  but  fufiering 
almoft  all  manner  of  vice  and  vanity  to  go  unpuni(hed# 
How  doth  the  luft  of  the  eye,  the  luft  of  the  flefliy 
and  the  pride  of  life,  reign  m  your  territories  ?  Arc 
not  your  courts  the  very  fchools  of  vanity,  and  nur-^ 
feries  of  worldly  lufts  and  pleafures,  which  war  againfi: 
the  foul,  and  lead  to  eternal  deftrudfcion  ?  O!  you  have 
much  to  anfwer  for  before  the  great  God,  at  the  day 
of  his  terrible  tribunal,  who  have  power  in  your  hands 
to  chafe  away  wickednefs,  and  to  reform  the  world* 
It  is  Written,  *^  A  king  upon  his  throne  of  judgmenc 
**  fcattereth  all  evil  with  his  eye :''  O  that  the  kinga 
and  princes  of  the  world  knew  this  throne  of  true 
judgment!  that  they  had  this  godlike  majefty,  thac 
they  would  purge  their  lands  of  evil-doers,  that  they 
and  their  people  might  efcape  the  wrath  and  vengeance 
of  God,  that  is  ready  to  be  poured  forth  upon  them ! 

And  wo  to  you,  nobles  of  the  earth,  that  fpend 
your  eftates  in  ple^ures,  and  your  days  in  vanity,  that, 
like  thofe  of  old,  «'  drink  wine  in  bowls,  and  ftrecchr 
'^  yourfelves  upon  couches  of  ivory :  that  invent  mu^ 
^^  fical  inftruments  for  your  mirth,  but  remember  not 
*^  the  afHiftions  of  Jofeph,  neither  confidcr  of  your 
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**  latter  end."  What  pride,  luft,  and  excefs  L'c  at 
your  doors  1  What  fpoil  and  wafte  do  ypu  make  in 
the  world  I  You  live  as  if  you  fhould  nevcV  die ;  car- 
ing only  what  you  fhould  eat,  what  you  fhould  drink, 
and  what  you  (hould  put  on ;  how  you  fhould  trim, 
perfume,  and  beautify  your  poor  mortal  felves,  and  at 
which  plays  and  fports  you  fhould  divert  and  fpend 
away  tnat  troublelome  and  melancholy  thing  called 
time,  as  you  efteem  it,  inflead  of  '^  redeeming  the  time, 
**  becaufe  the  days  are  evil,"  and  preparmg  for  the 
eternal  judgment.  Is  this  the  way  to  glory?  Did  Je- 
fus  give  you  this  example?  O !  he  is  crucified  by^thefe 
things !  This  is  far  from  the  true  nobility,  and  Chrif- 
tian  honour,  that  cometh  from  above. 

Wo  to  you,  judges  of  the  earth,  who  pervert  judg- 
ment for  a  reward,  that  opprefs  the  poor,  and  defpife 
the  caufe  of  the  needy ;  who  regard  the  mighty  and 
the  rich  in  judgment,  and  delay  juflice  for  the  fear  or 
favour  of  man.  That  fubjeft  the  laws  to  your  wills, 
and  righteous  rules  to  your  pafTions  and  interefl.  Re- 
pent, and  be  jufl ;  for  Goa,  the  jufl  God,  the  great 
Judge  of  heaven  and  earth,  fhall  judge  you  all  accord- 
ing to  your  works :  and  dreadful  (hall  that  day  of  his 
reckoning  and  tribunal  be,  to  all  the  workers  of  ini- 
quity ;  but  efpecially  to  unjuft  and  corrupt  judges. 

And  wo  to  you,  lawyers,  that  refufe  no  caufe  for 
mon^ ;  but  will  plead  even  againfl  law,  truth,  and  juf- 
tice,  for  advantage ;  teaching  your  tongues  to  advo- 
cate for  a  lie,  and  your  mouths  for  gain,  to  plead  the 
caufe  of  unrighteoufnefs  $  raifing  unreafonable  wealth 
Tunto  yourfelves,  by  the  folly,  ignorance,  and  conten- 
tion of  the  people.  O  the  equivocation,  deceit,  falfe- 
hood,  and  iniquity,  that  is  in  your  profeflion,  in 
V^hich  you  let  your  confciences  out  to  hire  at  every 
fummons,  for  all  forts  of  caufes :  infomuch,  that  it  is 
the  money,  and  not  the  caufe,  that  prevaileth.  And 
the  wor^  caufe  mofl  commonly  is  moft  defired,  becaufe 
the  client,  doubtful  of  his  fuccefs,  is  ufually  the  moft 
Hieral  to  you.    This  alfo  is  for  judgment. 

And 


CHRISTENDOM.  305 

And  wo  to  you,  merchants  and  traders,  that  have 
tK>t  the  Lord's  fear  before  your  eyes,  whofe  god  is  gold 
and  gain ;  that  neither  buy  nor  fell  with  regard  to  his 
juft  principle  in  your  confciences;  that  ufe  vain  and 
deceitful  words,  and  that  arc  not  come  to  the  juft; 
meafure,  and  the  righteous  balance,  but  ufe  frauds 
for  advantage :  that  neither  eye  the  Lord's  providence 
by  fea,  nor  his  care  by  land ;  but  day  and  night  caft 
about  how  to  raife  to  yourfelves  a  great  name  and 
ellate,  to  exalt  your  nefts^  and  rank  your  families 
among  the  rich  and  the  noble  of  the  earth !  The  Lord 
will  alfo  plead  with  you  :  repent,  and  fear  before  God. 

Wo  to  you,  farmers  and  countrymen,  that  reward 
the  Lord  evil  for  good,  who  giveth  you  increafe  of  all 
things  in  their  proper  feafons,  yet  you  difcern  not  hii 
hand,  you  regard  not  his  care  5  you  live  "  without 
*^  God  in  the  world:''  yet  no  life  is  fuller  of  thtS 
Lord's  providence,  who  prefcrveth  and  prolpereth  your 
flocks,  who  increafeth  your  wine,  your  corn,  and 
youf  grafs  i  inftead  of  remembering  his  gbodnefs  with 
reverence,  and  in  your  harvefts  praifing  him  with  fear^ 
you  facrifice  to  your  lufts,  and  rejoice  only  in  your 
fulnefs ;  making  merry  at  your  harvefts,  without  the 
fear  of  God,  or  looking  to  him,  that  giveth  you  td 
increafe.  Repent,  and  fear  before  the  God  of  the  whold 
earth. 

But,  above  all  others,  wo  to  you  fcribes,  pharifecs, 
and  hypocrites,  you  priefts  and  paftors,  who  have  taken 
a  charge  that  God  never  gave  you ;  who  run,  and  hA 
ntvtr  fent  you ;  who  fay,  "  Thus  faith  the  Lord,"  and 
he  never  fpoke  fo  you,  or  ly  you :  that  fteal  the  wordi 
of  the  prophets  and  apoftle«,  and  with  therfti  make 
merchandize  to  the  people,  not  knowing  the  pure  word 
of  God  in  your  hearts  to  be  as  an  hammer,  a  fii^,  a 
fword,  to  dcftroy  fin,  and  to  purge,  redeem,  aiid  re-* 
concile  you  to  God ;  but  boaft  in  other  ihens  lines, 
and  fpeak  things  made  ready  to  your  hatids  t  that 
•*  teach  for  hiirej  and  divine  for  money  i^  Iviio  feek  ho^ 
nour  of  men^  ^d  love  the  uppe^aioft  plaicwac  ftaftd  t 

Vol.  m.  U  ,     who 
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who  fpcak  peace  to  the  wicked,  and  few  pillows  under 

their  elbows  for  reward :  pleafers  of  men,  more  than 

pleafers  of  God.      Wo  to  you,  in  the  name  of  the 

Lord,  that  counterfeit  his  commiflion,  and^  deceive  the 

people,  requiring  their  money  for  that  which  is  not 

bread,  and  their  labour  for  that  which  doth  not  profit: 

at  your  doors  lieth  the  blood  of  fouls,  in  which  you 

have  traded.     O  you  phyficians  of  no  value,  whom 

have  you  cured  ?  Where  is  the  feal  of  your  miniftry  ? 

Is  it  not  an  abominable  cheat,    that  you  take  monej 

to  cure,  yet  cannot  cure;  that  have  no  medicine  to  cure; 

and,  at  lail,  maintain,  that  the   difeafe  is  incurable  i 

You  are  they,  that  will  neither  enter  into  the  kingdom 

yourfelves,  nor  fufFer  others.     For  whenever  we  have 

feen  your  delufions,  and  deferted  your  affcmblies,  prc- 

fently  a  "  packet  of  letters"  muft  be  fent  to  **  Da- 

<*  mafcus  :"  the  magiftrate  muft  be  called  upon  to  be 

jailer  and  hangman  for  the  prieft.     What  wars,  chan- 

fes,  and  perfecutions  ever  befel  the  world,  fince  you 
ad  a  being,  in  which  you  have  not  been  at  head  or 
tail  ?  O  your  practices  Ihall  more  and  more  come  to 
light :  and  the  day  hafteneth,  that  your  very  name  and 
calling  (as  now  held)  fhall  be  had  in  abhorrence  by 
the  nations.  O  you  numerous  offspring  of  the  great 
falfe  prophet,  that  hath  been  a  liar  from  the  beginning; 
hereby  is  it  known  that  God  hath  never  fent  you,  that 
you  "  have  not  profited  the  people;"  they  are  God's 
words  by  the  prophet  Jeremy.  Weep  and  howl,  for 
the  day  of  your  great  calamity  hafteneth  upon  you ! 
your  father  and  mother  are  come  into  remembrance  be- 
fore the  Lord,  the  hour  of  their  judgment  is  at  the 
door.  God  will  fill  you  the  cup  of  his  fury;  you  Ihall 
drink  it  at  his  hand. 

0 1  I  cannot  but  cry  aloud  to  you  all,  of  all  ranks 
and  qualities,  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft,  that 
jwalk  not  after  the  Spirit,  but  after  the  flelh,  daily  ful- 
filling the  lufts  thereof;  that  you  would  repent,  and 
be  faved.  O  how  hath  Chrift's  religion  been  profaned,* 
and  his  holy  name  blafphemed,  by  the  lewd  life  of 

profeffcd 
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profeflcd  Chriftians!  the  very  heathens  are  fcandalizcd, 
and  the  nations  round  about  have  you  in  fcorn  and 
derifion.     **  Arife,  O  God,  for  thy  name's  fake !''  O 
what  tremendous  oaths  and  lies !    what  revenge  and 
murders,  what  drunkennefs  and  gluttony  I  what  pride 
and  luxury  !  what  chamberings  and  wantonnefs  I  what 
fornications,  rapes,    and  adulteries !   what  mafks  and 
revels  1  what  luftful  ornaments,  and  enchanting  attires ! 
what   proud  cuftoms,    and   vain   compliments !    what 
(ports  and  plcafures  1  what  plays  and  romances !  what 
intrigues  and  paftimes !    Again,    what  falfenefs    and 
treachery !  what  avarice  and  oppreflion !  what  flattery 
and  hypocrify !  what  malice  and  flander !  what  conten- 
tion and  law-fuits!    what  wars  and  bloodfhed!  what 
plunders;  fires,  and  defolations !    And  it  is  not  only 
committed  by  Chriftians  in  general  one  againft  another, 
but   by  Chriftians  of  the  fame  faithy  fe£ty  and  churchy 
one  againft  another  i  praying  to  the  fame  God  to  deftroy 
one  another ;  and  finging  pfalms  to  God,  when  they 
have  wickedly  deftroyed  one  another.     O  the  rapes, 
fires,  murders,  and  rivers  of  blood,    that  lie  at  the 
doors  of  profefTed  Chriftians  !  If  this  be  godly y  what  \\ 
demlijh?  If  this  be  chrijiiany  what  \spaganijb?  What  is 
anti'chrijiiany  but  to  make  God  a  party  to  their  wick- 
ednefs  ?  O  profanation !  O  blafphcmy !    what  need  is 
there  of  any  other  demonftration,  that  Chriftendom  is 
foully  apoftatized  from  the  do&rine  and  example  of 
Chrift  Jefus,  and  his  true  followers,   who  faith,  **  If 
ye  love  me,  keep  my  commandments.    By  this  fhall 
^11  men  know  that  ye  are  my  difciples,  if  ye  have 
"  love  one  to  another."    And  John  faith,  ^^Whofoever 
**  doth  not  love  his  brother,  is  not  of  God;  and  who« 
foever  hateth  his  brother,    is  a  murderer;    and  ye 
know,  that  no  murderer  hath  eternal  life  abiding 
*'  in  him."     And  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  they 
kill  one  another  in  love;  for  murder'  is  not  the  effeft 
of  Ipve  and  brotherly-kindnefs,  but  of  malice,  envy, 
and  revenge.    O  Chriftendom  J  how  art  thou,  and  thy 
children,  degenerated  irom  God,  and  fallen  from  the 

U  a  do^iae 
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dodrine  of  Chrift,  whofc  holy  name  thoii  profciTcft ! 
Thou  arc  become  a  city  full  of  uncleannefsy  commit- 
ting whoredom  under  every  green  tree;  following  other 
lovers  than  Jefus,  whofe  ipoufe  thou  profeffeft  to  be. 
O  thou  rebellious  city,  thou  cage  ot  unclean  birds^ 
thou  and  thy  children  have  filled  the  earth  with  the 
ftink  of  your  abominations ! 

O  how  expert  have  you  been  in  thcfe  impieties! 
how  ingenious  to  work  wickednefs,  and  how  fruitful 
in  your  inventions  to  gratify  the  luft  of  the  qyCy  the 
luft  of  the  flelh,  and  the  pride  of  life!  O  how  hath 
the  heathen  nature^  as  an  evil  leaven,  prevailed,   and 
leavened  the  great  body  of  Chriftians  at  this  day  ^  as 
if  the  end  of  Chrift's  coming  into  the  world  had  been 
.to  fumiih  us  with  a  new  profeffion,  but  not  to  give  us 
a  new  nature ;  to  learn  men  to  talk^  and  not  to  linnet 
to  cry  "  Hofanna/*    but  in  works  to  crucify  him* 
What  did  the  heathens,  that  Chriftians  have  not  done? 
Yea,    the  fame  lulls,    vanities,   and  impieties,    that 
reigned    among  them,    are   to  be    found    improved 
among  Chriftians.     So  that  it  is  pagani/m  m^At  free  of 
the   Chriftian  profeffion^    or  beathenifm  chriftianed:   and 
not  td  conform  to  the  heathen  in  the  Chriftian,  is  not  to 
be  a  Chrijiiany  but  an  heathen.    O  the  ignorance,  as 
well   as  wickednefs,  of  the  prefent  Chriftian  world? 
Verily,  the  Chriftian  life  is  oppreffed  under  this  maft 
of  darknefs   and  impiety,  found  in  the  converfation 
of  apoftatc  ChriftianSy  even  as  Chrift  was  grieved  and 
burdened  with  the  darknefs  and  obftinacy  of  the  apof- 
tate  Jews.     And  as  the  hard-heartednefs  of  the  fal/e 
Jews  crucified  him  mtwardfyy  fo  hath  the  hard-heart- 
ednefs of  the  falfe  Chriftians  crucified  him  inwardly: 
which  hath   fulfilled  what  is  recorded  in  the  Apoca- 
lypfe,  viz.  "  That  the  Lord  was   crucified  in  Sodom 
"  and  Egypt,    fpiritually   fo  called-/'    for  the  falfe 
Cbrijlians  2Ltt  the  fpiritual  Sodom  and  Egypt,  who  love 
^nd  live  in  Sodom's  fins,  and  Egypt's  lufts  and  plea^ 
fuces.    Yea,  they  are  of  the  race  of  them  that  ftoned 
the  pfophets^  and  crucified  the  Lofd  of  glory  i  of  the 

-    '  fame 
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4ame  nature  and  fpirit.  O  the  blood  of  Jefus  lieth 
at  their  doors,  fhed,  fpilt,  and  trod  under  foot  of 
them,  and  will  one  day  cry  for  eternal  vengeance 
againft  them,  if  they  repent  not  with  unfeigned  for- 
row,  and  turn  to  the  Lord  with  their  whole  hearts: 
.  certainly,  wo,  angui(b>  and  tribulation,  fhall  be  their 
portion  for  ever!  That  which  they  have  grieved, 
fhall  grieve  them  j  and  that  which  they  have  bruifed 
and  refifted,  (hall  rejeft  and  torment  themi  yea,  it  (haU 
be  a  never-dying  worm,  aiid  an  endlefs  pain,  to  them. 

0  wo  to  the  worker  of  iniquity  in  that  day !  wo  t6 
the  flothful  fervant !  wo  to  the  mocker  and  fcofFcr! 
^o  to  the  drunkard  and  unclean  perfon !  wo  to  them 
that  fpend  their  days  in  vanity,  and  their  life  in  earthly 
pleafurest  wo  to  the  proud  pharifee,  and  difdainful 
Jcribe  I  wo  to  the  fearful  and  unbelieving !  wo  to  ido- 
laters and  liars !  yea,  and  wo  from  God  to  all  the  cruel 
perfecutors  of  the  innocent  lambs  and  fheep  of  Jefus, 
for  their  pure  confcience  to  him !  for  they  (hall  have 
their  part  in  the  lake  that  burneth  with  fire  and  brim- 
ftone,  which  is  the  "  fecond  death.*' 

O  that  you  might  efcape  this  great  damnation !  and 

1  teftify  to  you,  in  the  word  of  the  Lord,  that  God 
giveth  unto  you  all  a  day  of  vifitation,  in  which  you 
may  efcape  the  wrath  to  come.  For  this  end,  God 
hath  fent  his  Son  a  light  into  your  hearts;  it  is  be 
which  manifefteth  all  your  thoughts,  words,  and  deeds 
unto  you ;  it  is  he,  which  checks  and  reproveth  you  \ 
yea,  it  is  he^  which  expoftulateth  and  ftrivcth  with 
you ;  it  is  hey  that  knocketh  at  your  doors,  and  awak^- 
eneth  you  to  judgment;  who  condemcieth  every  un* 
fruitful  thought,  word,  and  work  in  you.  Repent,  I 
exhort  you ;  turn  to  him,  hear  his  voice,  and  harden 
not  your  hearts;  but  while  it  is  to-day j  and  the  light 
ftiineth,  and  the  fpirit  Jiriveth,  O  humble  yourfelves^ 
bear  his  judgments,  love  his  reproofs.  And  though 
his  word  be  as  a  fire  in  your  hearts,  and  though  you 
^re  even  fcorched  within  you,  becaufe  of  the  heat  therc^ 
Qf^  yet  bear  the  indignation  of  the  Lord,  in  that  you 

U  3  have 
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have  finned  againft  him.  Wait,  watch,  and  walk  in 
the  light  of  the  Lord  Jcfus,  that  in  his  blood  you  may 
feel  remiflion  of  fins,  and  fanftification  unto  life  eter- 
nal :  that  you  may  no  more  walk  after  the  flelh,  to 
fulfil  the  lufl:s  thereof,  but  in  the  fpirit  of  holinefs ; 
that  you  may  be  fealed  unto  the  day  of  redemption., 
O  the  peace,  the  joy,  the  pleafure,  and  the  undecla- 
rable  comfort,  that  is  daily  met  with  in  the  holy  and 
righteous  way  of  the  Lord ! 

O  this  rifeth  powerfully  in  my  foul,  ^  That  his  form 

*  hath  no  comelinefs  in  it,  that  will  pleafe  flefti;  bis 

*  way  an'd  worfhip  is  moft  remote  from  it,     Fleih  and 

*  l^lood  have  no  Iharc  in  his  worftiip;  the  will  and 

*  runnings  of  man  have  no  part  in  bis  way/  It  is  nei- 
ther at  the  mountain,  where  one  fort  runneth  j  nor  at 
Jerufalem,  whither  another  fort  goeth ;  but  in  fpirit, 
within  the  vail,  hid  from  flefti  and  blood ;  yea>  there 
it  is  that  his  worftiip  is  known  and  performed.  Any 
form  is  more  pleafant  than  this:  bis  vifage  is  more 
marred  than  any  man's.  All  will-'wor/hipy  all  human 
invention,  findeth  acceptance,  where  be  cannbt  find  a 
place  to  lay  his  head  on.  O  this  is  a  bitter  cup  to  the 
creature ;  few  will  drink  it !  they  are  hard  to  be  per- 
fuaded  to  Jit  Jlill,  and  patiently  to  wait  for  the  falva- 
tion  of  God,  to  let  him  work  all  their  works  in  them 
and  for  them.  They  know  not  what  it  is,  to  have  the 
"  mouth  in  the  duil,  to  have  all  flefti  Jilent  before  the 
*'  Lord,  that  the  voice  of  God  may  be  heard ;  that 
«'  he  may  prepare  them,  and  that  the  will  of  God 
«'  may  be  brought  forth  in  them."  O  this  myftery  of 
iniquity,  how  hath  it  wrought,  and  how  doth  it  yet 
work  I  It  claimeth  a  right  to  the  living  child ;  but  ftic 
hath  no  right  to  it  j  ftie  is  the  womb  of  death,  and 
can  bring  forth  no  living  fruit  to  God.  All  nations 
have  drank  her  cup.  But  the  hour  of  her  judgment  is 
come.  She  is  feen,  difveiled,  and  condemned  by  the 
living  Spirit  of  God,  that  is  felt,  and  received,  arid 
obeyed,  by  a  remnant,  who  are  gathered  from  the 
mouths  of  idle  fliepherds,    and  all  the   errings  and 
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ftrayings  of  falfc  prophets,  that  have  no  vifion ;  and 
are  come  to  the  Lord,  to  know  his  law  in  their  hearts, 
and  fear  and  fpirit  to  be  in  their  inward  parts,  and  are 
taught  and  led  by  him.  And  thefe  follow  the  Lamb, 
and  are  his  hoft  this  day,  that  fight  under  his  banner, 
with  his  holy  teftimony,  againft  the  whore,  falfe  pro- 
phet, and  bead.  And  behold  they  Ihall  prevail :  for 
greater  is  he  that  is-  in  them,  than  he  that  is  in  the 
world. 

O  this  is  a  great  myftery,  but  a  greater  truth :  Mo* 
y^j,  the  fervant,  is,  externally,  more  comely  than  he*: 
yea,  the  prophets  were  as  pleafant  fingers,  and  as  de- 
lightful inftruments  of  mufick;  their  vifions,  fights, 
and  glorious  prophecies  of  the  laft  days,  and  new-co- 
venant times,  were  (fays  one  of  them  of  old)  as  a 
pleafant  fong:  but  the  SON,  the  fubftance,  when  he 
came,  had  no  beauty,  no  excellency,  no  comelinefs. 
What  is  the  matter?  The  way  is  narrow  for  flelh  and 
blood ;  there  is  a  crofs  muft  be  taken  up,  a  bitter  cup 
drank,  and  a  baptifm,  yea,  of  blood,  gone  through. 
Man  mufl:  die  to  his  own  will,  afFeftions,  imaginations, 
and  carnal  conceptions ;  he  muft  wait  and  watch,  yea, 
continually:  his  own  religion  and  righteoufnefs  is  as 
odious  as  his  fin  and  iniquity,  yea,  in  a  fenfe,  more 
dangerous.  It  is  no  outfide  will  doj  not  that  which 
pleafeth  the  bufy,  adive  will  and  mind  of  the  creature, 
that  gratificth  the  external  fenfes,  that  have  prevailed 
againft  the  foul :  O  no;  it  is  an  hidden  life,  an  hidden 
temple,  an  hidden  worfliip,  and  that  in  God's  time; 
yea,  an  hidden  manna,  an  hidden  fupper,  not  difcerni- 
ble  by  the  vain  feds  of  this  world.  Of  this  taberna- 
cle is  Jesus  builder ;  of  this  covenant  and  worfliip  is 
he  author;  of  this  altar  is  he  prieft:  to  this  did  he 
gather  his  of  old,  and  to  this  is  he  gathering  the  na- 
tions. **  And  the  bride  faith.  Come;  and  the  Spirit 
*^  faith.  Come  J  and  he  faith.  Come  :"  and  blefled  arc 
they  that  come,  and  fee  how  good  he  is. 

But  fuch  who,  like  Sodom  of  old,  go  on  to  grieve 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  to  rebel  againft  his  light,  and 
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vex  God'3  juft  Xtf/,  that  liveth  m  the  midft  of  thenij 
perfifting  in  their  lufts  and  aboniinations,  God's  angel 
ihall  fmite  them  with  blindnefs:  the  day  of  their  vifi- 
]Kation  ihall  pafs  awav,  and  the  forbearance  of  God 
Ihall  be  at  an  end^  and  fire  froni  heaven  ihall  devour 
them.  Which  with  my  foul  1  fervently  and  tenderly 
defire  you  may  all  efcape,  whom  God  hath  taught  to 
kate  your  fin,  deny  your  glory,  and  fipparate  from  all 
your  falfc  worfliips,  by  his  own  light,  fpirit,  and  truth, 
and  to  follow  his  dear  Son  in  the  way  of  regeneration  ^ 
whofe  love  to  me  hath  taught  me  to  love  all  mankind, 
and  to  feek  their  Ovation. 


WILLIAM   PENN, 


ILvfierdaip,  the  20th  of 
ihc  8th  month,  1677* 
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EPISTLE, 

To  all  thofe  whp  are  fenfible  of  their  Day  of 
Visitation,  and  who  have  received  theCALL 
of  the  Lord,  by  the  Light  and  Spirit  of  his 
Son  in  their  Hearts,  to  partake  of  the  great 
Salvation,  wherever  fcattered  throughout  the 
World, 

Faith,  Hope,    and  Charity,  which  overcome 
the  World,  be  multiplied  amongft  you, 

Publiihed  in  the  Year  1677. 

My  dearly-beloved  Friends, 

WH  O  are  fenfible  of  the  day  of  your  vifitatton, 
by  the  light  of  the  Lord  Jefus  in  your  hearts, 
and  who  have  gladly  received  the  holy  teftimony  there- 
of, by  which  you  have  beheld  the  great  apoftacy,  that 
is  in  the  world,  from  the  life,  power,  and  Spirit  of 
God,  and  the  grofs  degeneracy  that  is  amongft  thofe 
called  Chriftians,  from  the  purity,  felf-denial,  and 
holy  example  of  Chrift  Jefus,  and  his  primitive  fol- 
lowers; and  how  pride,  luft,  and  vanity  reign,  and 
how  Chriftendom  is  become  a  cage  of  unclean  birds: 
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who  have  mourned  under  the  fenfe  thereof^  and  have 
cried  in  your  fouls,  *'  How  long,  how  long,  how  long, 
*'  O  Lord  God  holy  and  true,  will  it    be,  ere  thou 
**  takeft  to  thyfelf  thy  great   power,   and  reigncft !" 
To  whom  the  world  is  become  a  burden,  and  the  va- 
nities and  glories  of  it  but  "  vexation  of  fpirit :''  who 
defpife  the  things  that  are  feen,  which  are  temporal, 
for  the  fake  of  the  things  that  are  not  feen,  which  are 
eternal :    whofe  eyes  look  through  and  beyond  time 
and  mortality,  to  that  eternal  city,  whofe  builder  and 
maker  is  God  :  whofe  daily  cries  and  travails   are  to 
follow  Jesus  in  the  way  of  regeneration;  to  live  as 
pilgrims  in   this  world,    for   the   fake   of  that  glory 
which  Ihall  hereafter  be  revealed,  that  can  never  fade 
away,  that  you   may   attain  unto  the  eternal  reft  of 
God :  to  you,  my  dear  friends,  to  you  it  is,  that  the 
God  and  Father  of  him  that  was  dead,  and  is  alive, 
and  liveth  for  evermore,  "  Chrift  Jefus,  the  faithful 
«*  and  true  witnefs,"  who  hath  loved  and  vifited  oiy 
foul,  hath  now  moved  upon  my  fpirit  to  write,  and 
vifit  you  with  this  epiftle.     Receive  it  then,  and  with 
it  the  endeared  falutation  of  that  love  and  life  which 
are  not  of  this  world,  but  overcome  the  world.    Great 
and  frequent  are  niy  travails  for  you,  that  you  may 
'perfevere,  and  not  faint,  but  endure  to  the  end;  that 
you  may  abtain  that  glorious  falvation  and  redemption 
that  is  in  Chrift  Jefus.     Yea,  for  this  are  my  knees 
bended  before  the  God  of  the  fpirits  of  all  flefti,  that 
you  may  be  entirely  kept ;  "  that  you  may  fo  run,  a$ 
*'  you  may  obtain ;  and  fo  fight,  as  you  may  over- 
**  come  j"  that  an  immortal  crown  and  kingdom  may 
be  your  portion,  when  all  fips  ^nd  forrows  ihall  be 
done  away. 

And  that  this  you  m^y  do,  he^r  n>y  exhortation  to 
you  in  the  fpirit  of  truth.  Dwell  in  the  fenfe  that 
God  hath  begotten  in  your  hearts  by  the  light  and  fpi- 
fit  of  his  Son^  who  is  now  inyouy  reconciling  you  unto 
himfelf.  Watch,  that  this  bleffed  fenfe  be  preferved 
in  you,  and  it  will  prefer ve  you.  For  where  the  holy 
fenfe  is  loft,  profeflioji^  ev^n  of  the:  {xigheft  truths^ 

C^not 


Tender  COUNSEL  and  ADVICE,      315 

cannot  preferve  againft  the  enemy's  affaults ;  but  the 
gates  of  hell  will  prevail  againft  them,  and  the  ene- 
my's darts  will  wound  them,  and  they  will  be  carried 
again  captive  by  the  power  of  his  temptations.  Wherc- 
6>re,  I  fay  again,  live  and  abijde  in  that  light  and  life 
which  hath  vifited  you,  and  begotten  an  holy  fenfe  in 
your  hearts,  and  which  hath  made  fin  exceeding  finful 
to  you,  and  you  weary  and  heavy-laden  under  the 
burden  of  it ;  and  hath  raifed  in  you  a  fpiritual  tra- 
vail, hunger  and  thirft  after  your  Saviour,  that  he 
might  deliver  you ;  that  ye  might  be  filled  with  the 
righteoufnefs  of  his  kingdom,  that  is  without  end. 

Dear  friends,  God  hath  breathed  the  breath  of  life 
in  you,  and  in  meafure  you  live;  for  dead  men  and 
women  do  not  hear,  or  hunger,  or  thirft ;  neither  do 
they  feel  weights  and  burdens,  as  you  do.  The  day 
of  the  Lord  is  dawned  upon  you,  and  it  bumcth  as 
an  oven ;  you  know  it;  and  all  workers  of  iniquity  arc 
as  ftubble  before  it  2  you  feel  it  fo,  they  cannot  ftand 
before  the  Lord :  his  judgments  take  hold  of  them, 
and  confume  them.  O  love  his  judgments !  that  with 
thofe  of  old  you  may  fay,  ♦'  In  the  way  of  thy  judg-» 
f f  ments,  O  Lord,  have  we  waited  for  thee  i  the  de- 
^^  fire  of  our  foiil  is  to  thy  name,  and  to  the  remem- 
*f  brance  of  thee.  With  our  fouls  have  we  defired 
^^  thee  in  the  night,  yea,  with  our  fpirits  within  us 
f ^  will  we  feek  thee  early :  for  when  thy  judgments 
<^  are  in  the  earth,  the  inhabitants  of  the  world  will 
**  learn  righteoufnefs."  Part,  part  with  all,  my  dear 
friends,  that  is  for  judgment;  let  him  arife  in  your 
hearts,  that  his  and  your  enemies  may  be  fcattered; 
that  you  may  witnefs  him  to  be  ftronger  in  you,  than 
he  that  is  in  the  world.  If  the  defire  of  your  foul  be 
to  his  name,  and  the  remembrance  of  him,  you  will 
love  his  judgments,  and  abide  there  the  days  he  al- 
loweth  for  your  purification.  Behold  his  bleffed  vi- 
fitation  is  upon  you :  his  angel  hath  faluted  you,  and 
his  Holy  Spirit  hath  overfliadowed  you :  he  hath  be- 
gotten holy  defires  in  you ;  I  pray  that  they  may  never 
1^  ^xtinguifhed,    and  that  you   may    never    faint. 
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Wherefore  look  to  Jefus^  that  is  the  Author9  that  he 
niay  be  the  Finifher.  I  teftify  for  God,  he  has  appeared 
to  you ;  yea,  he  hath  faid  to  you,  as  to  Andrew,  Hii» 
lip,  &€•  *'  Follow  me :"  and  I  fay  unto  you.  Follow 
him :  come  and  fee  where  he  dwelleth ;  do  not  Iq^ 
fight  of  him  i  let  him  be  lifted  up  in  you,  and  your 
tye  be  to  him :  who,  wherever  he  is  lifted  up^  draw- 
cth  all  fuch  after  him.  And  this  is  thereafon  whj 
people  are  not  now  drawn  after  Chriftt  becaufe  he 
IS  not  lifted  up  in  their  hearts,  he  is  not  exalted  in 
their  fouls:  he  is  rejected,  opprefTed,  crucified,  and 
buried  ^  yea,  they  have  rolled  a  (lone  upon  him,  and 
fet  guards,  that  he  fhould  not  rife  in  them  to  judge 
them. 

But  blefTed  are  you,  whofe  eyes  have  feen  one  of 
the  days  of  the  Son  of  Man :  bleifed  are  you,  at  whofe 
doors  he  hath  knocked,  to  whofe  hearts  he  hath  ap^ 
peared,  who  have  received  his  holy  vifitation,  who 
oelieve  it  is  he,  and  not  another ;  and  therefore  have 
faid  in  your  hearts,  with  Nathaniel  of  old,  "  Thpu  art 
**  the  Son  of  God,  thou  art  the  King  of  Ifra^l  C'  and 
with  Thomas,  "  My  Lord,  and  my  God/'  O  what 
have  you,  my  dear  friends,  to  do,  but  to  keep  with 
him  for  ever  I  for  whither  (hould  you  go^^  the  words 
of  eternal  life  dwell  with  him  ?  He  is  fuU  of  grace, 
and  full  of  truth,  and  of  his  fulnefs  ye  have  received 
grace  for  grace.  And  this  is  that  grace  which  bringeth 
lalvation  to  all  that  receive  it,  embrace  it,  and  will  be 
led  by  it.  For  it  teacheth  fuch,  as  it  did  the  ancient 
Chriftians,  '^  to  deny  all  ungodlinefs,  and  the  world's 
•^  lufts,  and  to  live  foberly  and  godlikely  in  this  prc- 
^^  fent  evil  world ;  looking  for  that  blefTed  hope,  and 
f^  glorious  appearing  of  the  great  God,  and  their  Sa<* 
<^  viour  Jefus  Chrift,  who  hath  given  himfelf  for  them 
♦*  to  deliver  them  from  all  fin,  and  to  redeem  them 
^/  from  all  iniquity."  You  know  that  you  are  bought 
with  a  price  $  now  you  feel  it,  and  in  meafure  difcern 
the  precioufnefs  of  that  price  which  hath  bought  you, 
namely,  **  the  life  of  the  dear  Son  of  God."  Grieve 
not  his^  Spirit,  th^t  is  ready  ^tP  feal  you  to  the  day  of 

^ouif 
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your  pcrfeft  redemption:  but  give  up  your  bodies, 
fouls,  and  fpirits  to  his  fcfvice,  whofe  they  are,  that 
they  may  be  ordered  by  him  to  his  glory. 

I  write  not  to  you  as  to  the  world;  for  you  are 
called  out  of  the  world,  by  him  that  hath  overcome 
the  world  j  that  as  he  is  not  of  this  world,  fo  yoU 
may  not  be  of  this  world.  Come  then  out  of  it  more 
and  more,  out  of  the  nature,  put  of  the  fpirit,  out  of 
the  fruits,  and  out  of  the  faftiions  of  the  world !  they 
arc  all  for  the  fire.  Chrift  faid,  ^^  The  world  loveth 
«*  its  own."  Search,  with  the  light  of  the  Lord  Je- 
fus,  what  there  is  in  you  that  the  world  owneth  and 
loveth ;  for  that  is  its  own.  And  confider  what  it  is, 
that  the  world  is  offended  with:  not  that  which  cometh 
from  itfelff  of  its  own  niaking  and  inventing,  but 
that  which  crojfetb  its  invention  j  that  is  of  another 
nature,  and  fpringeth  from  another  root.  O  be  not 
conformed  to  the  fafhions  of  this  world,  that  pleafe 
the  luft,  which  grieveth  the  Spirit  of  God;  but  be  ye 
renewed  in  your  mindis  j  and  being  fo  within^  you  will 
be  as  a  new  people  without. 

They  that  have  been  truly  with  Chrift,  arc  quickly* 
difcovered  j  they  cannot  be  hid.     So  it  was  of  old ; 
the  Jews  faid  of  the  difciples,  "  Thefe  men  have  been 
'*  with  Jefus:'^    their  fpeech  and  carriage  bewrayed 
them;  their  outfi'des  were  not  like  theoutfides  of  other 
men;    they  were  not  current  with  the  fafhions  and 
cuftoms  of  that  time :  nor  can  they  that  have  bectt 
with  Jefus,  conform  to  the  vain  fafhions  and  cuftoms 
of  this  world*     Wherefore  be  not  you,  in  any  fort,  of 
this  world,  but  give  diligence  to  make  your  holy  high 
calli^ig  an4  eledtion  fure:  for  many  iare  called,  and 
few  are  chofen ;  and  the  reafon  is,  they  are  *•  flothful 
**  fervants,  they  hide  their  talent  in  a  napkin,  negleft* 
**  the  day  of  their  vifitation,  and  work  not  out  their' 
•^  falvarioA  with  fear  and  trembling:'*  and  then  the 
flight  overtaketh  them,  in  which  they  can  never  work 
the  works  of  repentance ;  and  the  things  that  belong' 
fO^  their  peace  are  hid  from  their  ey'es  for  ever. 
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But  the  Lord  forbid  that  it  ihould  he  fo  with  any 
of  you  I  No,  no  5  I  hope,  yea,  I  believe,  better  things 
of  you.  And  I  am  aiTured,  that  as  you  keep  your 
hearts  chaftely  to  the  light  and  grace,  that  with  which 
you  have  been  viiited  of  the  Lord,  you  ihall  be  kept 
to  eternal  falvation.  For  they  are  faved,  that  walk 
in  the  light:  into  the  light  the  enemy  cannot  comei 
for  the  light  is  Chrift  Jefus,  and  the  enemy  hath  no 
part  or  place  in  him;  he  is  driven  out  from  the  holy 

Elace  by  tranfgreffion  j  and  he  is  rtow  a  fugitive  from 
eaven ;  but  he  goeth  up  and  down  the  earthy  feeking 
whom  he  may  devour,  whom  he  can  catch  and  carry 
away  with  his  baits  and  fnares. 

Wherefore,  "  Wo  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth ;" 
that  is,  the  earthly  inhabitants,  fuch  as  love  and  live 
in  the  earthly  nature  5  for  all  fuch  fhall  be  a  prey  to 
him,  he  fhall  have  power  over  them,  and  keep  up  hit 
kingdom  in  them.  But  thofe  that  receive  and  abide 
in  Chrift  Jefus,  the  lighty  lifcy  and  truths  are  out  of 
his  reach;  they  are  in  the  **  munition  of  rocks,'*  un- 
der the  "  pavilion  of  the  Lord,"  in  the  fafe  ark  o( 
the  Moft  High  God.  However,  he  is  permitted  to 
tempt  and  try,  till  the  time  fhall  come  that  he  is  not 
only  trodden  under  foot,  but  alfo  bound  and  caft  into 
the  lake,  "  that  burneth  with  fire  and  brimflone." 
Aind  he  is  the  greateft  enemy  to  thole  that  turn  their 
backs  upon  him  j  wherefore  he  watcheth  to  furprizc 
them,  that  he  might  take  them  at  unawares,  and  tri- 
umph over  their  failings :  and  for  that  reafon  Chrifl 
Jefus  preached  the  "  watch "  earneflly,  and  with  re- 
petition, to  his  difciples. 

Now,  my  dear  friends,  there  be  feveral  things  (or> 
the  enemy  in  feveral  appearances)  will  attend  you  in 
this  holy  march  yoU  are  making  to  the  eternal  land 
of  refl ;  of  which  I  would  caution  you,  that  you  may 
none  of  you  make  fhipwreck  of  any  of  thofe  holy  be- 
ginnings you  have  experienced  by  the  light  and  fpirit 
of  the  Lord,  Beware  of  vain  thoughts ^  for  they  op- 
prefs  and  extinguifh  the  true  fenfe*  Thefe  vain 
thoughts  arifQ  from  the  enemy's  prefentatioa  of  ob- 
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jcfts  to  the  mind,  and  the  mind's  looking  upon  them, 
till  they  have  made  their  impreffions  upon  the  mind, 
and  influenced  the  mind  into  a  love  of  them.  This 
is  a  falfe  liberty,  a  dangerous,  yea,  a  deftruftive  li- 
berty, to  the  \io\yfenfe  that  God  hath  begotten  in  any. 
For  as  this  is  not  received,  but  hindered,  by  fuch 
thoughts,  fo  it  is  not  improved,  but  deftroyed  by 
them.  The  divine Jen/e  in  the  foul  is  begotten  by  tte 
Lord:  it  is  his  lii^  and  fpirit,  his  holy  breath  and 
power,  that  quickeneth  the  foul,  and  maketh  it  fenfi- 
ble  of  its  own  ftate,  and  of  God's  will ;  ,  and  that 
raifeth  fervent  defires  in  it  to  be  eternally  blcffed. 
This  is  that  which  Satan  rageth  at;  he  feareth  his 
kingdom ;  he  findeth  that  He  is  come  that  will  caft 
him  out  of  his  poflcfTions.  He  crieth  out,  *^  Why  art 
**  thou  come  to  torment  me  before  my  time?**  He  is 
the  father  of  vain  thoughts ;  he  begetteth  them  in  the 
mind,  on  purpofe  to  draw  off  the  mind  from  that 
fenfe,  and  to  cxercife  it  in  variety  of  conceptions,  in 
a  felf-libcrty  of  thinking  and  imagining  concerning 
perfons  and  things.  Here  he  ofFereth  his  baits,  and 
layeth  his  fnares ;  and  never  faileth  to  catch  and  de- 
file the  unwatchful  foul. 

Now,  if  you  fhould  fay,  "  What  are  thcfe  vain 
*'  thoughts?'*  I  tell  you,  my  friends.  All  thofe  thoughts 
and  conceptions  that  either  bring  not  real  profit  to 
the  foul,  or  that  grieve,  hurt,  or  opprefs  that  holy 
fenfe,  which  is  begotten  of  God  in  the  foul.  And 
that  by  which  thoughts  are  to  be  examined,  is  the 
light  of  Christ  Jesus  :  for  as  "  That  which  may  be 
*^  known  of  God  is  manifeft  in  men,  for  God  hath 
*^  fhewn  it  unto  them,'*  as  faith  the  apoftle  Paul  to 
the  Romans;  fo  ^^  all  things  that  are  reproved,  are 
made  manifeft  by  the  light  j  for  whatfoeVer  maketh 
manifeft,  is  light,"  faith  he  to  the  Ephefians.  By 
this  light  of  Chritt  Jefus  examine  your  own  thoughts; 
fee  whence  they  rife,  from  whence  they  come,  and 
what  they  tend  to,  O  friends,  here  is  a  myftery ;  and 
the  evil-one  worketh  here  in  a  myftery !  For  where  he 
cannot  prevail  to  draw  out  the  mind  from  its  fenfible 

habita- 
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habitation  to  embrace  his  reprefentatioas  of  old  lufts 
and  pleafures^  that  are  wicked  in  themfelves^  he  will 
prefent  you  with  lawful  objedls,  your  Qutward  enjoy* 
snents^  bufinefs^  and  callings  and  fteal  in  upon  your 
minds  in  the  croud  of  thefe  lawful  things^  and  there 
lay  his  fnares^  hid  and  covered^  and  at  unawares  catch 
you. 

My  dear  friends,  bleffed  are  they  that  fee  Jefus  their 
Captain,  going  before  them,  and  counfelling  and  lead-^ 
ing  them,  in  all  outward  and  lawful  concerns^  that 
they  offend  not.  For,  my  friends,  this  know,  you 
may  unlawfully  think  of  lawful  things;  either  in  think- 
ing on  them  unfeafonahly y  (mark  that)  when  your  fouls 
ihould  be  wholly  retired,  and  exercifed  in  the  Lord's 
light  to  feel  his  prefence,  in  which  is  heavenly  lifcj 
or  in  thinking  on  lawful  things  carekfsly^  not  with  re-^ 
gard  to  your  Guide;  he  that  hath  bought  you  through-^ 
out  with  his  own  precious  blood,  that  he  might  hare 
the  government  of  your  bodies,  fouls,  and  (pints  j 
that  is,  of  your  bodily  concerns,  as  well  as  of  the 
things  relating  to  your  fouls  and  fpirits.  This  pre* 
vents  much  harm  and  mifchief  in  bufmefs  and  families^ 
and  preferveth  the  divine  fenfe  that  God  hath  begot*' 
ten,  and  the  creature  in  it ;  fo  that  its  fellowfhip  and 
peace  with  the  Lord  runneth  as  a  river,  it  is  not  ftopt 
or  hindered  by  the  defigns  of  the  enemy ;  or,  laftlyi 
in  thinking  on  lawful  things  exceffively^^  too  much> 
more  than  ^is  needful,  without  limits,  thereby  gratify- 
ing the  flelhly  mind,  which  is  enmity  with  God,  and 
that  fenfe  which  he  begetteth  in  the  foul.  O  the 
mountains  that  are  raifed,  by  fuch  vain  thoughts,  be« 
VN\%t  God  and  the  foul !  how  doth  the  foul  come  un* 
der  an  eclipfe,  lofe  fight,  and  at  laft  all  fenfe,  of  the 
living  God,  like  men  drowned  in  great  waters !  And 
thus  many  have  loft  their  condition,  and  grown  infen-^ 
fiblej  and  then  queftioned  all  former  experiences,  if 
they  were  not  mere  imaginations  ;  till  at  laft  they  ar- 
rived at  atheiffHy  denying  and  deriding  God  and  his 
workj  and  thofe  that  kept  their  integrity;  for  whom  is 
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refcrved  the  blacknefs  of  darkncfs  for  ever,  unlefs  they 
timely  and  truly  repent. 

But  when  this  fubtle  epemy  of  man*s  falvation  feeth 
that  he  cannot  make  you  bow  to  the  glory  of  this 
world,  that  all  his  fnares  that  he  layeth  in  the  things 
that  are  feen,  which  are  temporal,  are  difcovered  and 
broken;  and  that  your  eyes  are  diredted  to  thofe  things 
that  arc  eternal,  then  will  he  turn  accufer:  he  will 
aggravate  your  fins,  and  plead  the  impoffibility  of  theif 
remiflion :  he  will  feem  to  ad  the  advocate  for  the 
juftice  of  God,  that  he  might  caft  you  into  defpond- 
ency,  that  you  may  doubt  of  deliverance  and  falvation* 
Many  are  the  thoughts  with  which  he  perplcxeth  the 
fons  and  daughters  of  men :  but  this  Know,  that  he 
-w;^  a  liar  from  the  beginning ;  for  the  Lord  doth  no): 
yifit  the  fouls  of  any  to  defiroy  them,  but  to /ayf 
them.  For  this  end  hath  he  fent  his  Son  a  light  into 
the  wprld  j  and  they  that  bring  their  deeds  to  it,  ar? 
fiot  of  the  devil,  whp  hateth  the  light.  Neither  dqtji 
the  Lord  caufe  his  people  to  hunger  and  tbirji  aft^r  hinjj 
^fld  not  fill  them  with  his  good  things* 

Pe  affured,  niy  friends,  wherever  the  Lord  hath  bct^ 
gottc;n  defires  after  him,  and  wherever  fin  is  become 
exceeding  finful,  yea,  a  burden  to  the  foul,  the  d^? 
yil's  Hi!?gdom  i&Jbakeny  the  prince  of  this  world  is  bcr 
gun  to  be  judged,  and  God  is  at  work  for  the  redeippr 
t^9n  pf  that  foul.  Hearken  not  to  the  voice  of  the 
/lerpent,  for  that  lofl:  your  firft  parents  their  bleljfibd  pa.- 
fadifei  an4  with  the  fame  fubtle  and  lying  fpirit  ^ 
wpyld  hii]ider  you  from  returning  into  paradife.  J^up 
ivhen  he  is  herein  difappointed,  he  fliifteth  his  temp- 
J^idon,  and  prefenteth  another  teniptation,  viz. 
/  Thsw:  jtljpugl)  you  have  begun  well,  yet  ye  will  never 
^  be  a^)^  to  hold  out  to  the  end :  that  the  tefnpjtar 
f  tipn$  f^fi  (p  many,  and  the  enemies  fo .  iiron^i  the^ 
^  a^e  ,not  to  be  oyi^rcotfie  by  you  ^  and  th^  )t  wer^ 
^  better  neye^  tff  pi^pj(e^s  fuch  high  things,  than  tp  fall 
*  jDbprt  pf  them  i  tbfs  will  but  br^g  reproach  tp  tf)fi 
f  Vjy,  ancj  th/c  j)cpp.le  <4  l%*  ^&t^>  ^  T^^P  ijt  ^ 
f  cyripfity,  aad  fpinWal  pfide,  |p4  £9^^m^9^i  ^ 
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*  you  to  be  thought  better  than  others  5'  with  the  like 
fuggettions,  on  purpofe  to  ftagger  your  refolutions, 
and  weaken  your  faith.  Ah !  he  is  a  devil  ftill,  a  liar, 
and  a  deftroyer :  look  not  to  him,  but  keep  to  Jefus,  ^ 
who  hath  called  you.  Keep  but  your  eye  to  hini,  of 
whom  the  brazen  ferfent  in  the  wilderncfs  was  a  figure, 
and  he  fhall  cure  you  of  all  difeafes,  of  alt  wounds 
and  ftingings  of  ferpents  and  fcorpions,  &c.  that 
may  attend  you  in  the  wildernefs-travel,  which  is  the 
hour  of  your  temptation.  God  is  exalting  him,  in 
you,  2i  Saviour  i  there  is  he  manifefted;  viz.  ^*  to  dc- 
**  ftroy  fin/*  Yea,  *^  ftronger  is  he  that  is  in  you, 
**  than  he  that  is  in  the  world :"  he  is  able  to  bind 
the  ftrong  man,  and  caft  him  out;  do  but  believe 
truly  in  him,  and  cleave  to  him.  Remember  there 
were  evil  fpies  of  old,  thofe  that  brought  falfe  intelli- 
gence^ that  Canaan  was  a  ple^fant  land,  but  the  w^ 
impajfablei  but  the  faithful  entered  and  inherited. 
Keep  therefore  in  the  righteous  life  of  Jefus,  and 
walk  in  his  holy  light,  and  you  fhall  be  preferved, 
through  all  exercifes  and  difficulties,  unto  the  eternal 
Canaan,  the  land  of  reft.  Neither  wonder  at  thefe 
things,  that  temptations  attend  you,  or  that  the  Lord 
trieth  and  proveth  you ;  it  is  the  way  of  all  that  arc 
gone  to  God ;  for  even  Jfisus  was  tempted  and  tried, 
and  is  therefore  become  our  captain,  *^  becaufe  he 
"  overcame."  Neither  be  ye  caft  down,  becaufe  the 
Lord  fometimes  feemeth  to  hide  his  face  from  you, 
that  you  feel  not  always  that  joy  and  refreftiment  that 
you  fometimes  enjoy.  I  know  what  work  the  enemy 
maketh  of  thefe  withdrawings  of  the  Lord.  Perhaps 
he  will  infinuate,  ^  That  God  hath  deferted  you  in  his 

*  difpleafure  j  that  you  muft  never  expeft  to  fee  him ; 

*  that  he  will  never  come  again :'  and  by  thefe,  and 
the  like  ftratagems,  he  will  endeavour  to  fiiake  your 
faith  and  hope,  and  diftraft  you  with  fear,  and  to 
beget  great  jealoufies  and  doubts  in  you;  and  by 
impatience  and  infidelity,  fruftrate  your  good  begin- 
nings. But  though  David  faid  of  old,  in  the  diftrefs 
of  his  foul^  ^^  One  day  fliall  I  fall  by  the  Kami  of 
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«'  Saul,*'  yet  he  overcame  him,  and  had  the  crown. 
Yea,  the  Lord  Jefus  himfelf  cried  out  in  the  agony  of 
the  crofs,  "  My  God,  my  God,  why  haft  thou  forfaken 
*^  me !"  Neverthelefs  he  glorioufly  triumphed  over 
all,  and  led  captivity  captive,  for  the  joy  that  was  fet 
before  him :  which  joy  is  before  you ;  it  is  the  mark 
of  the  price  of  your  great  and  holy  calling.  Where- 
fore faint  not,  neither  murmur,  if  your  Ipiritual  Mo- 
fes  feems  to  withdraw  a  while  from  you.  Do  not  you 
make  images  in  his  abfence,  neither  wax  wanton  j  but 
poffefs  your  fouls  in  holy  fear  and  patience,  waiting  with 
holy  reverence  and  diligence  for  his  appearance,  who 
is  your  viftorious  leader. 

AH  thefe  things  are  for  your  good,  that  proud  flefh 
may  be  debafed,  and  that  the  foul  may  be  redeemed. 
Wherefore  bear  the  hand  of  the  Lord ;  whom  he  lo- 
veth,  he  chafteneth ;  his  anger  lafteth  not  for  ever,  but 
his  mercies  endure  for  ever.  Shrink  not  from  the 
pure  operations  of  his  holy  word ;  let  it  divide  afun- 
der  between  the  foul  and  fpirit,  the  joints  and  mar- 
row in  you  J  fufFer  your  right  hands  to  be  cut  off,  and 
your  right  eyes  to  be  plucked  out,  that  do  offend ;  let 
not  the  pain  fcare  you.  O  bear  the  pure  fearchings  of 
this  heavenly  word !  yea,  if  your  minds  be  ftayed  in 
it,  you  will  find  it  to  be  a  word  of  patience,  which 
will  keep  you;  for  all  virtue  is  in  it.  Keep  in  it, 
and  be  ftill.  ^  It  is  good,'  faid  one  of  old,  ^  that 
^  a  man  fhould  both  hope,  and  quietly  wait,  for  the 
'  falvation  of  God.  Yea,  it  is  good  for  a  man  that 
'  he  bear  the  yoke  in  his  youth,  (this  is  your  youth) 

*  and  fuch  an  one  fitteth  alone,  and  keepeth  filence^ 

*  bccaufe  he  hath  borne  it  upon  him,'  Ah!  bleffea 
are  they  that  bear  this  holy  yoke,  who  are  come  to 
this  filence,  who  die  daily  -,  that  not  tbey,  but  Chrijl, 
may  live  and  rule  in  them  j  therefore  hear  him,  and 
take  up  his  crofs,  and  follow  him.  Follow  him,  keep 
him  company ;  he  hath  beaten  the  path,  and  trod  the 
way;  ftart  not  afide  at  his  cup„  neither  fhun  his  bap- 
tifm :  go  with  him  to  Caiaphas,  to  Pilate,  and  to  the 
croi&i  die  wit;h  him  to  the  world^  andyoulhall  rife 
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with  him  unto  life  eternal.  Honour,  glory^  and  im- 
mortality are  at  the  end  of  this  holy  race !  O  that  you 
may  run  it  with  chearfulnefs  and  perfeverailce  ! 

But  this  is  not  the  utmbft  ftratagem  of  the  enemy; 
he  hath  yet  a  more  plauHble^  and  a  more  dangerous 
device,  wherewith  to  deftroy  the  holy  fenfe  that  God 
hath  quickened,  where  he  feeth  thefe  temptations  re- 
filled, and  that  he  cannot  hinder  a  religious  work  in 
the  foul,  by  any  of  his  baits  taken  from  the  tlungs 
that  are  feen;  and  that  is>  his  drawing  you  into  mm- 

{inations  of  Gody  and  Chrifty  and  religion ;  and  into  re- 
igious  duties,  not  in  God^s  way  or  time;  nor  vrith 
Chrift's  Spirit.  Here  he  is  transformed  into  the  ap- 
pearance of  an  angel  of  light,  and  would  feem  religious 
now,  ajainty  yea,  a  leader  into  religioHy  fo  that  he  may 
but  keep  him  out  of  his  office,  whofe  right  it  is  to  teach, 
prepare,  enable,  and  lead  his  children  with  his  holy 
power  and  fpirit.  Yea,  if  he  can  but  keep  the  crea- 
ture's will  alive,  he  knoweth  there  is  a  ground  for  hint 
to  work  upon ;  a  place  that  he  can  enter,  and  in  which 
his  feed  will  grow.  If  this  will  of  man  be  ftanding, 
he  knoweth  that  the  will  of  God  cannot  be  done  on 
earth,  as  it  is  done  in  heaven.  O  this  will  is  God's 
enemy,  yea,  the  foul's  enemy;  and  all  will^tvorjhip 
arifeth  hence :  yea,  it  is  the  offspring  of  the  ferpent, 
gnd  of  the  will  of  man ;  and  it  can  never  pleafe  God. 
Let  all  beware  of  this ;  God  is  a  Spirity  and  he  will 
be  worfbipped  in  his  own  fpirit,  in  his  own  life.  The 
worfhip  of  God  ftandcth  in  the  will  of  God  5  and  is 
not  brought  forth  of  the  will  of  the  flejhy  or  of  the 
will  of  man.  Remember  that  the  word  came  not  to 
EfaUy  the  /r^-birth,  the  hunter y  that  ftayed  not  at 
home  I  but  to  Jacoby  the  plain  man,  he  that  dwelt  in 
$ents :  to  him  came  the  word  of  the  Lord,  that  dwelt 
in  a  jrni  and  quiet  habitation.  For  in  the  true  Jilence 
is  God's  word  heard,  into  which  the  hunting  nature  of 
Efauy  the  /f;^-birth,  can  never  come.  It  can  never 
fiand  ftilly  and  therefore  it  can  never  fee  the  falvMtion 
of  God.  Againft  this  nature  watch;  and  Vno^Ja* 
€ob^  that  inherits  the  birth^righti  th«  ikffhn  of  God 
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(though  how  a  worm)  to  wreftic  arid  prevail.  The 
worm  Jacobs  is  IJrael  a  prince,  to  whom  belong  the 
ilatutes  and  the  ordinances.  "  The  word  came  to  Ja-* 
*^  cob,  and  the  ftatutes  to  Ifrael :"  here  is  dominion, 
government,  exaltation :  this  is  the  lot  of  worm  Ja- 
cob. Wait,  therefore,. '  till  the  angel  move  upon  the 
*  waters,"  before  you  ftep  one  ftep.  Are  ye  followers 
of  the  Lamb,  that  hath  vifited  you,  the  captain  of 
your  falvation  ?  Run  not  in  your  own  wills;  wait  for 
his  word  of  command,  do  nothing  of  your  own  heads 
and  contrivings,  yet  do  all  with  mligence  that  he  re-^ 
quireth.  Remember  what  became  of  them  of  oldj 
that  offered  falfe  fire ;  O  ftay  till  a  coal  from  his  holy 
altar  touch  your  hearts  and  your  lips !  Jefus  told  his 
mother  at  the  marriage  in  Cana  in  Galilee,  ^<  His  hour 
**  was  not  yet  come  :'*  he  rejefted  the  will  in  her,  and 
ftaid,  till  bis  time  was  come;  that  is,  his  Fatber*% 
time,  '^  in  whofe  hands  are  the  times  and  feafons;'' 
whofe  will  he  came  to  do,  and  not  his  own ;  leaving 
us  therein  a  blefled  example,  that  we  (hould  alfo  fol-* 
low  his  fteps ;  that  is,  not  to  attempt  to  perform  even 
things  of  God  in  our  own  wills,  nor  out  of  God^z  fet^ 
fon  and  time,  which  is  the  beft:  for  in  his  feafons 
he  is  with  us;  but  in  our  ^wn  feafons  and  wills  he 
witbdrawetb  himfelf  from  us.  And  this  is  the  caufe 
that  the  nation's  worfhippers  have  little  fenfe  of  God 
in  their  hearts,  and  that  their  priefts  cry  out  againft 
inward  fenfe;  left  the  people  (hould  go  aUne^  and  come 
to  a  more  acceptable  worfliip. 

My  dear  friends,  as  you  would  enjoy  God's  prefencCj 
love,  and  life,  and  be  acceptable  with  him,  wait  in 
his  holy  light  and  fpirit,  that  hath  vifited  you,  againft 
thefe  ftratagems  of  Satan^  and  wake  not  your  beloved 
before  his  time :  watch  againft  the  will^  that  inftru- 
tnent  of  Satan,  and  enemy  of  God's  ^lory,  and  you^ 
own  comfort.  Let  it  be  bridled,  fubjefied,  and  kept 
under  Chrift's  yoke^  yea,  fubdued,  that  the  will  of 
God  may  be  done  in  you  and  by  you,  which  bringeth 
glory  to  the  Lord,  and  eternal  peace  to  the  foul. 
Qnp  figh^  rightly  begotten,  outwcighech  n  idxoUt  vo^ 
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lume  of  /elf -made  prayers  :  for  that  which  is  born  o' 
fleih^  nflej^jy  and  reacheth  not  to  God's  kingdom^  he 
rcgardeth  it  not  j  and  all  that  is  not  born  or  the  Spi- 
rit is  J?^.     But  ^  Jigby  or  2i  groan,  arifirtg  from  a  iiv- 
ing/en/e  of  God's  work  in  the  heart,  it  pierceth  the 
clouds,  it  cntereth  the  heavens ;  yea,  the  living  God 
hcareth  it,  his  regard  is  to  it,  and  his  Spirit  helpeth 
the  infirmity.     He  loveth  that  which   is  of  himfcif, 
and  hath  care  over  it,  though  as  poor  as  worm  Jacob, 
•^  For  the  cries  of  the  poor,  and  the  fighings  of  the 
*^  needy  will  I  arife,"  faith  the  Lord:  the  poor  in /pi- 
rit^   that  have   parted  with   all,    that  they  may  win 
Chriftj  that  need  him  only,  and  feek  him  above  all; 
who  have  no  helper  in  the  earth,  but  have  denied  all 
earthly  helps,    that  he   might  bring  and  work  their 
falvation  for  them.     And  as  you  are  not  to  run  in 
your  own  wills,  nor  to  offer  up  facrificcs  of  your  own 
preparing,  fo  have  a  care  how  you  touch  with  thofc 
that  doi  how  you  bow  to  their  wills,  and  join  with 
their  facrifices.     For  all  thefe  things  greatly  help  to 
extinguifti  the  divine  fenfe  begotten  in  your  hearts  by 
the  word  of  life.     And  as  you  are  faithful  to  the  light 
and  fpirit  of  Chrift,  which  giveth  you  to  difcern  and 
relifti  between  that  which  ftandeth  in  your  Qwn  will, 
and  the  will  and  motion  of  the  Spirit  of  God  in  your- 
felvesj  fo  will  you,  by  the  fame  light,  difcern  and 
favour  between  that  which  proceeds  from  the  will  of 
man,  and  the  will  and  motions  of  the  Spirit  of  God 
in  others ;  and  accordingly  either  to  have,  or  not  to 
have,  fellowfhip  with  them :  for  what  hath  light  to  do 
with  darknefs  ?  Or  what  hath  fpirit  to  do  with  flefh  ? 
Or  what  hath  life  to  do  with  death  ?  '^  For  the  grave 
«^  cannot  praife  thee,  O  Lord ;  death  cannot  celebrate 
*^  thee :  they  that  go  down  into  the  pit  cannot  hope 
*^  for  thy  truth.     The   living,    the  living,    he  fhall 
*^  praife  thee,  as  doth  my  foul  this  day."     This  was 
the  teftimony  of  the  bleffed  prophet  Ifaiah,    and  it 
ftandeth  true  fpr  ever:    according  to  the  prophet, 
^*  Thou  haft  ordained  peace    for  us,   for  thou  haft 
^^  wrought  all  our  works  in  us." 

Where- 
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Wherefore  I  exhort  you,  in  the  (pirit  of  truth,  and 
in  the  counfel  of  the  God  of  Truth,  keep  in  the  di- 
vine fenfe  and  watch,  if  you  would  endure  to  the  end 
in  the  will  of  God.  And  I  fay  again.  Touch  not  with 
man-made  minifters,  nor  man-made  worlhips,  let  their 
words  be  never  fo  true:  it  is  but  many  it  is  but  flejh^ 
it  is  but  the  willi  and  it  (hall  have  no  acceptance  with 
God :  O  this  is  the  golden  cup  of  the  whore  that  is 
gone  from  the  leadings  of  the  Spirit,  with  which  the 
nations  are  defiled :  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  Keep 
to  Chrift  Jefus,  God's  great  light ;  follow  him,  as  he 
Ihineth  in  your  hearts,  and  ye  will  not  walk  in  dark- 
nefs,  but  have  the  light  of  life  :  not  of  death  to  con- 
demnation, as  in  the  world j  but  unto  life,  which  is 
juftification  and  peace.  And  remember  that  nothing 
bringeth /^  Chrift,  thatcometh  not /r^w  Chrift.  Where- 
fore all  miniftry  that  cometh  not  from  Chrift,  God*s 
great  Prophet  and  High  Prieft  to  all  true-born  Chri- 
ftians,  cannot  bring  people  to  Chrift.  Man  only  ga-^ 
thereth  to  man,,  to  hear  and  believe  in  man,  and  de- 
pend on  man :  and  if  the  church  of  Corinth  fought  a 
proof  of  Chrift's  fpeaking  in  Paul,  that  had  begotten 
them,  and  had  wrought  the  figns  and  works  of  an 
apoftle  in  them ;  how  much  more  reafon  have  you  to 
demand  a  proof  of  Chriji's  fpeaking  in  the  priefts  and 
minifters  of  this  world,  who  have  not  wrought  the 
ligns  and  works  of  the  apoftles  or  true  minifters  ?  And 
by  what  fliould  you  try  them,  but  by  the  light  and 
/pirit  of  Christ  in  you  ?  Yea,  it  is  Chrift  Jefus  in  you, 
that  giveth  you  to  favour  if  others  fpeak  from  Chrift 
in  them.  And  this  the  apoftle  referreth  the  Corinth- 
ians to,  for  a  proof  of  Chrift'^  fpeaking 'in  him:  for 
nothing  leadeth  to  God,  but  that  which  came  from 
God,  even  Chrift  Jefus  the  Son  of  God,  O  let  Kim 
be  your  vine,  and  know  him  to  be  your  fig-tree ;  fit 
under  his  holy  teachings,  whofe  dodrine  fhall  drop  as 
myrrh  upon  your  fouls:  he  will  feed  you  with  the 
bread  of  God,  that  cometh  from  heaven,  that  feedeth 
and  leadeth  them  thither  that  feed  upon  it :  and  hj^  is 
that  bread, 
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Therefore  wait  and  watch  unto  his  daily  and  hoiiiiy 
vifitations  to  your  fouls^  and  againft  all  the  approtehd 
6f  the  enemy,  that  fo  he  may  not  take  you  at  liBt* 
Ivares ;  but  that  you  may  be  prcfcrved  from  the  p6w6r 
6f  his  darts,  and  the  force  or  his  temptationsi  by  tjrf 
holy  arrtiour  of  light,  the  defence  of  the  faithfdi  arir 
cicnts:  'Mf  you  be  willing  and  obedient,  you  fhall 
*^  eat  the  good  of  the  land."  Now  is  your  iirjr,  noW 
is  your  iime ;  work  while  the  light  is  with  you  j  for 
the  night  cometh,  in  which  none  can  work.  Not  dniy 
the  night  of  eternal  darknefs  to  the  wicked  j  but  thi 
night  of  death  unto  all :  for  in  the  grave  there  is  lio 
rfcpentance,  neither  can  any  man  there  work  the  wotki 
bt  God.  You  know  the  foundation:  is  he  ele&?  Is 
he  precious  to  you  ?  Have  ye  cbo/en  him  ?  Yea,  I  itn 
Tatisfied  you  have:  fee  what  you  build  tlpdn  him, 
tiavfe  a  care  of  bay,  Jlraw^  and  ftubble !  Have  a  ciri 
of  your  own  wills  and  fpirits!  Labour  not  fbr  thA 
bread  that  perijheth^  as  all  the  bread  of  mari%  Yn&kin^ 
aoth :  but  labour  you,  in  the  light  and  ftrength  ot 
the  Lord,  for  the  bread  that  never  perifheth,  thit 
bread  that  cometh  from  heaven,  that  nourifheth  th6 
ifoul  in  that  life  that  is  heavenly,  that  is  "  hid  with 
^  thrift  in  God,"  the  Root  and  Father  of  life ;  that 
bf  this  fountain  you  may  drink,  that  is  clear  and  pure^ 
that  cometh  from  the  throne  of  God,  and  of  the 
Larifib,  and  not  of  the  muddy  puddle  of  man^s  inven^ 
Hon.  There  is  a  bread  that  perifheth,  and  there  is  a 
drink  that  perifheth  f  and  wo  to  them  that  fcfed  there- 
on, for  their  fouls  fhall  perifh  alfo,  if  they  repent  hot. 
But  there  i&  a  bread  that  never  perifheth ;  and  there  is 
a  fountain  that  fpringeth  up  unto  eternal  life,  and 
JblefTed  are  they  that  feed  and  drink  thereof,  for  they 
Ihall  have  eternal  life  with  God.  This  is  that  which 
bhly  fatisfieth  what  is  born  of  God ;  it  Will  feed  bh  no 
other  bread,  nor  drink  of  no  other  water.  I  cahhbt 
but  warn  you  all,  that  are  come  to  the  hordes  day^  that 
you  ceafe  from  all  other  food,  from  man  and  ittaA*s 
V^ill  ^hd  invention  j  for  that  fliiflfeth  the  divine  fenfe  \ 
that  ovcrlayeth  and  killeth  this  heavenly  birth.   I'hchs 
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%Tt  no  grapes  to  be  gathered  of  thorns^  nor  figs  of 
Ithiftles :  keep  to  your  own  vine  and  fig-tree»  Chrift 
Jefus;  fit  under  him,  that  you  may  eat  of  his  fruity 
ivhich  is  the  fruit  of  life,  "  the  hidden  manna  ;*'  hid 
from  the  nature  and  fpirit  of  this  world,  a  myftery 
thereunto.  Two  things  confider:  Firft,  you  muft 
vrait  till  the  manna  cometh  i  and  then  you  are  not  to 
be  idle ;  you  are  to  work :  and  next,  as  it  daily  com^ 
eth,  fo  it  muft  be  daily  gathered  and  fed  upon :  for 
the  manna  that  was  gathered  yefterday,  will  not  be 
food  for  to-day;  it  will  not  keep  for  that  ufc.  And 
as  it  was  outwardly,  fo  it  is  inwardly.  Time  paft  it 
none  of  thine:  it  is  not  what  thou  waft,  but  what  thou 
art :  God  will  be  daily  looked  unto.  Didft  thou  eat 
yefterday?  That  feedeth  thee  not  to-day:  therefore 
Jefus  taught  his  difciples,  and  us  in  them,  to  pray  for 
our  daily  bread ;  for  the  prefent  fuftenance,  and  to  look 
no  farther y  but  depend  upon  the  Lord^  and  live  fcy 
faith  in  him,  that  raifed  up  Jefus  from  the  dead ;  (0 
that  the  time  to  come  is  no  more  ours^  than  the  time 
fi^  can  be  recalled. 

Wherefore,  "  Blefled  are  they  that  fear  the  Lord^ 
'^  and  confide  in  him,  they  fhall  never  be  confounded: 
<^  they  fhall  lack  no  good  thing  1  for  the  Lord  lovetlk 
'^  Ifrael,  he  is  good  unto  Ifrad^  and  all  that  are  of  an 
**  upright  heart;"  whofe  hearts  look  up  to  heaven^ 
and  not  down  to  the  earth ;  neither  love,  nor  live  in, 
the  vain  lufts  of  the  world  :  fuch  fhall  *^  abide  in  his 
*^  holy  tabernacle,  fuch  fhall  dwell  in  his  holy  hill,*' 
even  they  that  *^  walk  uprightly,  that  work  righteouf^ 
^^  nefs,  and  fpeak  the  truth  in  their  hearts  1  in  who^ 
^<  fight  a  vile  perfon  is  contemned,  but  whp  hokioHf 
'^  them  that  fear  the  Lord." 

O  my  dear  friends,  I  know  experimentally,  that  this 
Is  hard  to  flefh  and  blood ;  that  which  is  bom  of  the 
•corruptible  feed;  but  that  can  never  entiir  into  the 
kingdom  of  God :  that  muft  be  crucified  by  Cfarif^ 
that  hath  crucified  Chrift :  **  blood  required!  blood.** 
Whei-efore  give  that  which  is  for  the  famine,  to  tfae 
famine:  for  the  &tt^  to  the;^^;  and  $»r  tbe^^r^,  td 
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the  Jword.  Let  all  the  finful  lufts  be  famifhed ;  let 
the  ftubble  be  burnt>  and  the  corrupt,  yea^  and  the 
iruitlefs  tree,  that  cumbereth  the  ground,  be  *^  cut 
•*  down,  and  caft  into  the  fire."  Let  the  work  of 
the  Lord  be  done  in  you ;  let  him  purge  his  floor, 
and  that  thoroughly ;  that  you  may  come  out  as  pur« 
as  gold  feven  times  tried,  fitted  for  his  ufe  that  hath 
chofen  you ;  that  you  may .  bear  his  mark,  and  wear 
his  infcription,  "  Holinefs  to  the  Lord ;"  fo  you  will 
be  veffels  of  honour  in  his  houfc.  Therefore  I  fay, 
let  your  houfes  be  fwept  by  the  judgment  of  the 
Lord,  and  the  little  leaven  of  the  kingdom  leaven 
you  in  body,  foul,  and  fpirit,  that  holy  temples,  you 
may  be  to  his  glory.  This,  I  know,  is  your  defire, 
that  are  on  your  travel  to  this  blcffcd  enjoyment. 

Well,  you  believe  in  God ;  believe  alfo  in  Chrift, 
the  light  that  hath  vifitcd  you :  and  if  you  truly  be* 
licvc,  you  will  not  make  hafte :  you  will  not  make 
hafte  out  of  the  hour  of  judgment;  yau  will  (lay  the 
time  of  your  trial  and  cleanfing,  that  you  may  be,  as 
I  faid,  as  pure  as  gold  feven  times  tried ;  and  fo  reT 
ceive  the  Lord*s  mark  and  ftamp,  his  image  and  ap- 
probation ;  that  you  m^y  be  his  throughout,  in  body, 
foul,  and  fpirit ;  feared  to  him  in  an  eternal  covenant. 

Dear  friends,  gird  up  the  loins  of  your  minds, 
watch  and  hope  to  the  end;  be  not  flothful,  neither 
ftrive;  defpond  not,  nor  be  prefumptuous :  be  as  Unit 
ihildreriy  "  for  of  fuch  is  the  kingdom  of  God."  Dif- 
pute  not,  neither  confult  with  flelh  and  blood:  let 
not  the  prudence  of  this  world  draw  you  from  the 
limplicity  that  is  in  Chrift  Jefus.  Love  and  obey  the 
truth ;  hide  his  living  word  in  your  hearts ;  though  it 
be  as  an  hammer,  a  fire,  a  fword,  yet  it  reconcileth, 
and  bringeth  you  to  God,  and  will  be  fweeter  to  you 
that  love  it,  than  is  the  honey,  and  the  honey-comb. 
Fear  not,  hut  bear  the  cross,  yea,  without  the  camp; 
the  camp  of  this  world's  lufts,  glory,  and  falfe  wor- 
fliips.  But  this  know,  when  the  enemy  cannot  pre*- 
vail  by  any  of  thefe  ftratagems,  if  you  refift  him  as 
•'  the  god  of  this  world's  glory,  tlje  priuce  of  the  air, 

**  and> 
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<<  and  the  falfe  prophet;'*  then  he  turnetb  dragon ; 
then  he  delarcth  open  war;  then  you  are  hereticks, 
fanaticks,  enthufiafts,  feducers,  blafphemers,  unworthy 
to  live  up6n  the  earth.  But  in  all  thefe  things  **  re- 
**  joice,  and  be  exceeding  glad,  for  great  fliall  be 
'*  your  reward  in  the  kingdom  of  the  Father/*  What 
if  your  parents  rife  up  againft  you ;  if  your  brethren 
betray  vouj  if  your  companions  defert  and  deride 
you  ?  Ii  you  become  the  fong  of  the  drunkard,  and 
the  fcorn  and  merriment  of  the  vile  perfon?  Yea, 
though  the  powers  of  the  earth  fhould  combine  to 
devour  you,  let  not  your  hearts  be  trouyed,  *  Shun 
^  not  the  crofs,  but  defpife  the  Ihame,  and  caft  your 

*  care  upon  the  Lord,  who  will  be  afflidted  with  you 
^  in  all  your  affliftions:  in  the  fire  he  will  be  with 

*  you,  and  in  the  water  he  will  not  forfake  you/  O 
let  your  eye  be  to  him,  whofe  name  is  as  a  ftrong 
tower,  the  fanftuary  of  the  righteous  in  all  ages; 
that  you  may  be  able  to  fay  in  ydur  hearts,  with  David 
of  old,  "  The  Lord  is  my  light  and  my  falvation, 

whom  fliall  I  fear  ?  The  Lord  is  the  ftrength  of  tnj 
life,  of  whom  fliall  I  be  afraid  ?  Though  an  hoft 
fliould  encamp  againfl:  me,  my  heart  fliall  not  fear; 
though  war  fliould  rife  againft:  me,  in  this  will  I 
be  confident.  One  thing  have  I  defired  of  the  Lord, 
that  will  I  feek  after,  that  I  may  dwell  in  the  houfe 
of  the  Lord  all  the  days  of  my  life,  to  behold  the 
beauty  of  the  Lord,  and  to  enquire  in  his  temple. 
For  in  the  time  of  trouble  he  fliall  hide  me  in  his 
pavilion,  he  fliall  fet  me  upon  a  rock.  When  my 
father  and  my  mother  forfake  me,  then  the  Lord 
will  take  me  up.  I  had  fainted,  unlefs  I  had  be« 
lieved  to  fee  the  goodnefs  of  the  Lord  in  the  land 
of  the  living.  Wait  on  the  Lord,  be  of  good 
courage ;  and  he  fliall  ftrengthen  thine  heart.  Wait, 
I  fay,  on  the  Lord." 
O  my  dear  friends,  let  it  be  your  daily  and  hourly 
work  to  wait  upon  God.  How  often  does  David  Ibeak 
of  waiting  upon  God?  Efe  felt  the  fweetncfs  of  itt 
therefore  retire  into  your  holy  chamber :  be  ftUl,  and 

the 
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the  Lord  will  fpeak  comfortably  unto  you.  Blefled 
are  they  that  wait  upon  him ;  whofe  expefiations  are 
only  from  him.  "  For  though  the  youth  Ihall  faint 
•*  and  be  weary,  and  the  young  men  fhall  utterly  fail^ 
•'  they  that  wait  upon  the  Lord  fhall  renew  thcif 
flrength ;  they  (hall  mount  up  with  wings  as  eagles, 
they  (hall  run  and  not  be  weary,  they  fhall  walk 
«'  and  not  faint.  I  waited,'*  faid  David,  **  patientfy 
**  for  the  Lord,  and  he  inclined  unto  me,  and  heard 
•^  my  cry/'  And  this  was  his  teftimony,  *'  Behold, 
•*  the  eye  of  the  Lord  is  upon  them  that  fear  him,  to 
^  deliver  their  foul  from  death,  and  to  keep  them 
**  .alive  in  famine :  for  the  Lord  is  nigh  unto  them 
•'  that  are  of  a  broken  heart,  and  faveth  fuch  9s  be  of 
**  a  contrite  fpirit :"  David  knew  it,  therefore  he  could 
^feak  it. 

O  my  dear  friends,  who  are  compalTed  about  with 
many  tribulations;  the  Lord  God,  your  ftaff*  and 
ftrength,  is  near  you  to  fufbain  you.  Have  ye  borne 
the  holy  reproach  of  Jefus,  and  defpifed  the  fhame  of 
his  crofs,  and  did  he  ever  defert  you  i  Be  not  caft 
down,  though  to  the  eye  of  reafon  there  feemeth  none 
to  help,  no,  not  one  to  fave :  though  enemies  wifbin, 
ind  enemies  without,  encamp  themfelves  about  youj 
though  Pharoah  and  his  hoft  purfue  you,  and  great 
difficulties  be  on  each  hand  of  you,  and  the  difmal 
Red  Sea  be  before  you,  ftand  ftill',  make  no  bargains 
for  yourfelves;  let  all  fle(h  be  ftlent  before  the  Lord  ^ 
tod  **  Hii  arm  (hall  bring  you  Jfalvation.**  Yea,  when 
you  are  ready  to  go  down  into  the  pit,  that  your 
throat  is  dry  with  crying,  and  your  eyes  feem  to  fail 
with  waiting,  "  his  falvation  (hall  fpring  as  the  morn- 
*^  ing  J  becaufe  his  mercies  are  to  all  generations,  and 
*^  that  the  feed  of  Jacob  never  fought  his  face  in  vain. 
**  The  poor  man  crieth,"  faith  Davids  what  poor 
man  was  this  ?  He  that  is  poor  in  his  §wn  eyes^  that 
hath  tiO  helper  in  the  earth  but  God.  "  This  poor 
<^  man  cried,  and  the  Lotd  heard  him,  and  faved  him 
*^  out  of  all  his  troubles/'    ^<  Our  fouls/'  faid  the 
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righteous  of  old,    ^'  waited  for  the  Lord^  for  he  is 
«*  our  help,  and  our  (hield  for  ever." 

Wherefore,  my  dear  friends^  be  not  you  difconif* 
forted,  for  there  is  no  new  thing  happened  unto  you : 
it  '  is  the  ancient  path  of  the  righteous :  **  For  thy 
^  fake,*'  fays  David,  "  have  I  borne  reproach  i  I  am 
^^  become  a  ftranger  to  my  brethren,  and  an  alien 
**  unto  my  mother's  children.  When  I  wept,  and 
**  chaftened  my  foul  with  fading,  that  was  to  my  tt^ 
'*  proach.  I  made  fackcloth  alfo  my  garment,  and  I 
^<  became  a  proverb  to  them :  they  that  fit  in  the 
^^  gate,  fpeak  againft  me ;  and  I  was  the  fong  of  tbe 
**  drunkards.  Save  me,  O  God,  for  the  waters  are 
^^  come  in  unto  my  foul:  and  the  water- floods  are 
5*  ready  to  fwallgw  me  up.  They  perfecutc  him  whom 
'*  thou  haft  fmittcn ;  and  they  talk  to  the  grief  of 
:*^  thofe  whom  thou  haft  wounded.**  Do  you  not 
know  this,  dear  friends  ?  Are  not  your  tears  become 
a  reproach,  your  fafts  a  wonder,  your  pa|enefs  a  deri^ 
lion,  your  plainnefs  a  proverb,  and  your  ferious  and 
f^tired  converfation  a  by-word?  Yea,  when  the  Lord 
hath  wounded,  have  not  they  alfo  grieved  ?  And  when 
the  Lord  hath  fmitten  you,  have  not  they  mocked  f 
But  this  was  David's  joy,  '^  The  Lord  is  my  Ihepherd, 
I  (hall  not  want :  he  reftoreth  my  foul,  he  leadeth 
me  in  the  path  of  rightcoufnefs,  for  his  namc's- 
fake;  he  maketh  me  to  lie  down  in  green  paftures: 
he  leadeth  me  befide  the  ftill  waters.  Yea,  though 
I  walk  through  the  valley  of  the  fhadow  of  death, 
I  will  fear  no  evil ;  for  thou  art  with  me,  thy  rod 
and  thy  ftafF  comfort  me :"  who  was  the  ccMiiforter 
and  preferver  of  Shadrach,  Mefliach,  and  AbednegOg^ 
that  refufed  ta  obey  the  king's  command  againft  the 
commandment  of  God :  they  would  not  bow  to  his 
image;  but  rather  chofe  the  fiery  furnace,  than  to 
commit  idolatry,  or  bow  to  another  thing,  than  to 
the  living  God,  **  Did  not  we  caft  three  men  int© 
f^  the  midft  of  the  fire?"  faid  Nebuchadnezzar:  **  lo 
f^  I  fee  four  men  loofe,  walking  in  the  midft  of  th^ 
*^  fire,  and  they  have  no  hurt :  and  the  form  of  the 
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*•  fourth  is  like  the  Son  of  God/'  O  my  friends,  the 
fire  obeyeth  him,  as  well  as  the  winds  and  feas :  aH 
power  is  given  to  the  Son  of  God,  who  is  given  to 
you  for  your  falvation.  Well  -,  Shadrach,  Mefl;iach, 
amd  Abednego,  the  king  calleth  out  of  the  fire,  and 
they  have  no  barm ;  though  the  mighty  men  that  caft 
them  into  the  fiery  furnace  were  ctmjumed.  The  God 
of  Shadrach,  Mefiiach,  and  Abednego,  is  magnified 
by  the  king's  decree;  and  Shadrach,  Mefhach,  and 
Abedpego,  are  by  the  king  highly  preferred.  Here  is 
the  end  of  faithtulnefs ;  here  is  the  blefling  of  perfc- 
verance :  God  will  bring  honour  to  his  name,  through 
the  patience  and  integrity  of  his  people. 

And  it  was  this  Son  of  God  that  preferved  Danid 
in  the  lion's  den ;  it  was  his  voice,  that  David  faid^ 
<^  divideth  the  flames  of  fire;  he  rideth  upon  the  winds, 
•*  he  fitteth  upon  the  floods.  The  voice  of  the  Lord 
*'  is  powerful ;  the  voice  of  the  Lord  is  full  of  ma- 
**  jefl:y :  they  that  truft  in  him  fliall  never  be  con- 
«*  founded.  Blefled  are  they  whofe  God  is  the  Lord : 
^*  for  he  is  a  prefent  help  in  the  needful  time  of  trou- 
**  ble.  The  angel  of  the  Lord  encampeth  round 
««  about  them  that  fear  him,  and  he  delivereth  them. 
*^  O  taftcj  and  fee,  that  the  Lord  is  good :  blefifed  is 
^  the  man  that  trufteth  in  him.  O  fear  the  Lord,  for 
*^  there  is   no   want  to   them  that   fear  him.      The 

young  lions  ihall   lack,    and  the   old  lions  fuffer 

hunger;  but  they  that  feek  the  Lord  ftiall  not  want 
**  any  good  thing.  Many  are  the  afliiftions  of  the 
**  righteous,  but  the  Lord  delivereth  them  out  of 
**  them  all ;  for  the  Lord  redeemeth  the  fouls  of  his 
**  fervants,  and  none  of  them  that  truft  in  him  Ihall 
*^  be  made  defolate." 

For  which  caufe,  my  dear  friends,  *^  caft  away  every 
**  weight,  and  every  burden,  and  the  fin  that  doth  fo 
*^  eafily  befet  you."  Neither  look  at  the  enemy's 
ftrength,  nor  at  your  own  weaknefs ;  but  look  unto 
Jesus,  the  blefled  Author  of  your  convincement  and 
faith :  the  Mighty  One,  on  whom  God  hath  laid  help, 
for  all  thofe  that  believe  in  his  name,  receive  his  tef* 
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timony,  and  live  in  his  doiflrines  who  faid  to  his  dear 
followers  of  old,  "  Be  of  good  cheer,  I  have  over- 
**  come  the  world:  fear  not,  little  flock j- it  is  your 
**  Father's  good  pleafure  to  give  you  the  kingdom : 
*«  and  they  that  endure  to  the  end  (hall  be  faved.  I 
*^  will  not  leave  you  comfortlefs,"  faid  he,  **  I  will 
**  come  to  you ;  he  that  is  with  you,  (hall  be  in  you/* 
This  was  the  hope  of  their  glory,  the  foundation  of 
their  building,  which  ftandeth  fure.  And  though  for- 
row  Cometh  over  night,  yet  joy  (hall  come  in  the 
morning.  "  Ye  (hall  weep  and  lament,"  faid  Jefus, 
**  but  the  world  (hall  rejoice ;  and  ye  (hall  be  forrow- 
*^  ful,  but  your  forrow  (hall  be  turned  into  joy,  and 
*^  their  rejoicing  into  howling.  And  lo  I  am  with 
*^  you  to  the  end  of  the  world."  Be  ye  therefore  en- 
couraged in  the  holy  way  of  the  Lord;  wait  diligently 
for  his  daily  manifeftations  unto  your  fouls,  that  you 
may  be  ftrengthened  in  your  inward  man,  with  might 
and  power,  to  do  the  will  of  God  on  earth,  as  it  is 
done  in  heaven.  O  watcby  that  ye  enter  not  into 
temptation :  yea,  "  watch  unto  prayer,  that  ye  enter 
*'  not  into  temptation,  and  that  you  fall  not  by  the 
"  temptation."  Chrift  faid  to  Peter,  "  Canft  not 
**  thou  watch  one  hour?"  Every  one  hath  an  hour 
of  temptation  to  go  through  j  and  this  is  the  hour  that 
every  one  is  to  watch.  Jefus,  the  captain  of  our  fal- 
vation,  was  under  great  temptations ;  "  he  was  fad 
**  untp  death ;  he  did  fweat  drops  of  blood ;"  but  he 
watched^  he  prayedy  he  groanedy  yea,  he  cried  withftrong 
cries  \  but  through  fufFering  overcame  :  and  remember 
how  in  the  wildernefs  he  was  tempted,  but  the  angels 
of  the  Lord  miniftered  to  him.  So  they  that  follow 
him  in  the  way  of  the  tribulations  and  patience  of 
his  kingdom,  God's  angel  (hall  minifter  unto  them 
all :  yea,  he  will  keep  them  in  the  hour  of  tempta- 
tion :  he  will  carry  their  heads  above  the  waves,  and 
deliver  them  from  the  devouring  floods. 

Wherefore,  finally,  my  friends,  I  fay  unto  you,  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord,  '*  Be  of  good  cheer  !'*  Look 
to  Jesus,  and  fear  not  man,  whofe  breath  is  in  his 
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poftriU;  but  be  vsJiant  for  the  truth  on  earth.  '^  Love 
*<  not  your  lives  unto  the  death,  and  you  ihail  recetve 
^«  a  crown  of  life  and  glory  j"  which  the  God  of  the 
fathers^  the  God  of  the  prophets,  the  God  of  the 
apoftles,  and  the  God  of  the  martyrs,  and  true  con- 
fcfibrs  of  Jefus ;  yea,  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  (hall  give  unto  all  thofe  that  keep  the 
pure  teftimony  of  his  Son  in  their  hearts,  and  patiendy 
and  faithfully  endure  to  the  end. 

**  Now  to  him  that  is  able  to  keep  you  from  falling, 
**  and  to  prefent  you  faultlefs  before  the  prefencc 
*^  of  his  glory  with  exceeding  joy  j  to  the  only 
«^  wife  God,  our  Saviour,  be  glory  and  majefty, 
<^  dominion  and  power,  both  now  and  ever. 
««  Amen/* 

I  am  your  friend,   that  fincerely^  loves  youj   and 
e^rneftly  travails  for  your  redemption. 

W.    P  E  N  N. 
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THAT     ARE 

Externally  feparated  from  the  Visible  Sects 
and  Fellowships  in  the  Chriftian  World,  fb 
called,  wherever  hidden  or  fcattered : 

True  Knowledge,  which  is  Life  Eternal,  from 
God  the  Father,  through  Jesus  Christ,  be 
increafed. 

Publilhed  in  the  Year  1677. 


Triends, 

THE  frji  Adam  is  of  the  earth,  earthy;  the /econd 
Adam  is  the  Lord  from  heaven,  the  quickening 
Spirit;  what  is  born  of  flelh,  xsflejhj  and  cannot  enter 
into  the  kingdom  of  God.  So  far  can  the  fpirit  of 
mere  man  come,  and  no  farther  i  but  what  is  born  of 
Godj  does  inherit  life  eternal.  All  you,  therefore, 
who  are  exalted  in  your  (peculations,  and  refined  in  your 
apprehenfions  and  ideas  of  God,  of  Chrift,  of  the  Spirit, 
and  of  the  fecrets  of  the  heavenly  kingdom;  examine 
and  try,  by  the  light  gf  the  Lord  Jefus,  whether  you 
have  received  your  knowledge  from  God,  or  from 
men ;  and,  when  taken  in  the  beft  part,  whether  it  is 
more  than  the  new  wine  in  the  old  bottles,  which 
cannot  endurej  nor  ftand  in  judgment;  Confider  if 
Vol.  IIL  Y  Sx 
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it  be  not  the  bare  or  mere  marij  that  fpeaks  of  godly 
matters,  what  he  has  heard,   or  read,  of  others  la* 
bours,  rather  than  the  overfhadowings  and  operations 
of  the  holy  and  eternal  Spirit  of  Chrift  in  yourfelves. 
Hereby  (hall  you  know  whether  your  knowledge  of 
God  is  true,  or  not,  viz.  If  you  are  redeemed  by  his 
*  righteous  judgments,  working  out  all  the  tin  and  drofs 
that  have  been  in  you,  and  brought  to  the  filence  of 
all  flepi  that  has  no  right  to  fpeak  in  man,  for  it  knows 
not  tiie  things  of  God. 

Friends,  I  am  preffed,  by  the  good  Spirit  of  God, 
to  a(k  you.  Whether  the  prince  of  this  world  is  fully 
and  wholly  judged  in  you?  Is  he  beaten  off  oi faljt 
rigkteoufnefsy  as  of  Jin  ?  For  when  he  cannot  prevail 
with  the  creature  to  fubmit  to  himy  then  he  tempts  it 
to  take  upon  it  to  govern  and  guide  UJelfy  that  it 
fliould  not  be  taught  by  Cbrijly  and  that  his  own  king- 
dom of  darknefs  fhould  not  be  thereby  overturned  at 
once. 

And  therefore  deceive  not  yourfelves,  O  my  be- 
loved friends !  Is  the  glory  ot  the  world  wholly  fet 
afide  in  you  ?  Is  it  at  once  judged,  and  under  your 
feet  ?  If  the  Spirit  of  Jefus  wholly  reigns  in  your 
hearts,  then  are  you  not  conformable  to  any  of  the  evil 
fruits,  inventions,  and  fafhions  of  this  world ;  but  are, 
inwardly  and  outwardly,  gathered  to  the  Spirit  of 
Jefus,  and  the  dark  world  trodden  under  your  feet  in 
all  its  appearances  i  yea,  then  you  are  valiant  for  the 
caufe  of  God  upon  earth;  your  candles  are  in  their 
candlefticks,  and  not  under  the  bed  or  bulhel. 

But  Oh!  Is  this  fo?  Take  heed;  for  that  life  is 
now  rifen  which  you  cannot  deceive,  but  it  will  taftc 
you  in  all  your  performances,  and  judge  righteous 
judgment.  I  aflc  a  fecond  time,  in  the  fear  and  name 
of  the  holy  God,  (who  is  a  confuming  fire  againft  all 
that  which  is  counterfeit,  and  not  true)  is  the  prince 
of  this  world  jtidged  ?  As  a  devily  as  a  dragon^  as  a 
prince  of  the  air^  a  falfe  prophet y  yea,  as  one  appearing 
fometimes  like  an  angel  of  light  too  ?  For  this  man  of 
fin,  and  of  perdition,  has  alfo  his  vifxons,  knowledge, 
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faith,  figns,  miracles;  yea,  quakings  too;  yet  not  like 
thofe  that  are  born  of  God,  and  are  infpired  and  ac- 
tuated by  his  Holy  Spirit. 

But  ah !  are  you  come  fo  far,  that  you  feel  that  dl 
flefh  is  Jilent  before  the  Lord  ?  For  that  is  the  time 
when  God  (hould  fpeak,  and  men  fhould  hear  what  he 
fays.  I  fay,  is  Adam  filent  in  you  ?  Is  the  fpirit  of 
man  filent  in  you  ?  Is  thy  foul,  O  man !  foffive  and 
fuiet^  retired  from  all  images^  ideasy  figureSy  or felf-ap^ 
pr^henftonsy  that  thou  mayeft  hear  and  difcern  what 
God,  through  his  Son,  will  fpeak  unto  thee?  He 
who  is  the  bleffed  Teacher,  that  taught  Adam  in  pa- 
radife,  the  good  Jews  under  the  law  by  his  angels  and 
prophets ;  and  does  yet  teach  all  true  Chriftians  un- 
der the  gofpel,  through  his  beloved  Son,  who  is  the 
glorious  Jun  and  light  of  the  world,  and  fulnefs  of  all 
dijpenfations  to  mankind. 

I  lay  once  more,  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  friends, 
judge,  walk  up  to  what  you  have  attained,  and  reach 
not  beyond  your  own  experience,  neither  glory  in  your 
own  ftrength,  but  in  the  Lord  :  do  not  hold  the  truth 
in  unrighteoufnefs,  like  as  all  thofe  do,  who  walk  not 
after  the  Spirit,  nor  are  made  fenfible,  through  the 
work  of  it;  and  who  make  not  profeffion  thereof. 
And  therefore  hear  me  once  more,  I  befeech  you : 
are  you  got  beyond  your  own  thoughts?  Have  you 
found  eafe  and  peace,  through  Chrift,  in  your  own 
confciences  ?  Do  you  keep  the  holy  watch  againft  the 
enemy  in  all  his  appearances,  whether  felfifhnefs  or 
finfulnefs,  forwardnefs  or  backwardnefs  in  duty  ?  Have 
you  conquered  that  part,  or  hajiy  birth,  which  afcenda 
like  an  eagle,  and  hovers  in  the  air,  but  pitches  no 
where  that  is  truly  profitable  to  the  foul  ?  Is  the  eye 
of  the  vulture  blinded,  that  would  peep  and  fpy  into 
the  path  of  the  righteous,  which  is  kept  clofe  from 
all  the  birds  of  prey,  but  open  to  the  dove  ?  Ah !  Is 
that  which  delights  to  comprehend  and  know  more 
than  that  which  is  obtained  through  daily  obedience, 
is  that  afpiring  ferpent  feen  ?  I  fay,  is  that  enemy  feen 
and  judged,  and  that  through  Chrift,  the  great  Pro- 

Y  %  ^^^ 


J40        To   THOSE  PROFESSORS   of 

phet  of  God  -in  you,  to  whom  all  judgment  is  com- 
mitted?   If  fo,  you  are  fafc:    but  if  not,  then  (hall 
your  work  fuffer  great  damage  in  the  fiery  day  of  the 
Lord,     And  befides,  I  fay,  have  you  received   your 
knowledge  by  the  death  of  the  crofs  ?  And  have  you 
fcei)  yourfelves  loft  without  Chrift,  and  ri/en  with  him  ? 
Then  have  you  caft  away  your  grave-clothes,  and  are 
clothed  upon  with  immorta)j|ty,   with  the  fine  linen 
and  raiment  of  faints,  which  is  the  portion  of  all  the 
redeemed  of  the  Lord  through  judgment,    and  his 
blefled  converts  through  righteoufnefs,  as  it  was  with 
the  holy  fathers  of  old :  can  you  fay,  in  truth  and  in 
righteoufnefs,  that  you  are  redeemed  with  the  fame 
judgments,  and  converted  through  the  fame  righteouf- 
nefs, as  they  were ;  and  that  the  fame  pure  and  fpi- 
ritual  judgment  has  been  the  beginning  of  your  know* 
ledge  and  experience  ?   If  not,  then  it  is  all  wrong> 
and  you  tnuft  begin  again :   for  one  ftone  muft  not 
ftand  upon  another  in  that  building,  which  ftands  in 
the.oldnefs  of  the  letter,  and  not  in  the  newnefs  of 
the  fpirit:  conviftion,  redemption,  and,  from  an  earthly 
fenfual,  a  fuperfenfual  life,  are  the  great  bufinefs,  and 
muft  be  wrought  hyftre,  called  the  *'  baptifm  of  fire 
<«  and    the   Holy  Ghoft."     Wherefore   deceive    not 
yourfelves,  God  will  not  be  rnocked :    come  to  the 
fire,  and  try  your  works.     Are  they  wrought  in  Godp 
by  and  after  him,  his  mind,  and  will ;  or  of  felf-imi- 
tations  and  imaginations,  that  cannot  profit  the  poor 
foul  ?  If  after  God's  mind  and  will,  there  is  an  end  of 
the  faiths,  worfhips,  lufts,  glory,  and  cuftoms  of  this 
world,  and  the  root  they   fpring  from  is  cut  down, 
with  all  its  branches,   fruits,    and  leaves,   that  have 
Ihewn  themfelves,  more  or  lefs,  under  the  great  apof- 
tacy  that  has  fpread  over  the  world,  and  Chriftenobm 
more  efpecially. 

Examine,  my  friends,,  and  try  this  holy  guide  in 
your  hearts,  by  the  word  of  the  Lord,  which  is  divid- 
ing afunder  between  "  the  foul  and  fpirit,  and  the 
^^  joints  and  marrow,  and  is  a  difcerner  of  the  thoughts 
*^  and  purpofes  of  the  heart:"  for    ^*  the  heart  is 
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*'  defperately  wicked;  who  can  know  it?"  Yea,  the 
fecrets  and  trcafures  of  unrighteoufnefs  live  in  it.  Ex- 
amine therefore  thyfelf  over  and  over,  by  the  light  of 
the  Lord,  and  let  his  true  judgment  take  place ;  that 
which  comes  from  him,  to  whom  the  Father  has 
committed  all  judgment,  as  well  as  all  power. 

I  have  a  godly  jealoufy  about  many  of  you,  whe- 
ther your  knowledge  does  not  exceed  your  experience, 
at  leaft,  your  obedience;  and  whether  you  feed  not 
yourfelves  with  that  bread  that  pcrifties.  Beware, 
therefore,  of  that  trge  whofe  knowledge  Adam  pur- 
chafed  with  the  lofs  of  paradife*;  for  that  is  the  way 
never  to  come  into  the  paradifiacal  ftate  again.  I  feel 
I  muft  fay  to  fome  of  you,  ^*  Come  down,  Zaccheus, 
*^  come  down.**"  You  that  find  yourfelves  to  be  of 
low  ftatures,  and  therefore  miftruft  left  the  multitude 
Ihould  hinder,  or  hide  the  Lord  from  you,  whofe  all- 
feeing  eye  and  prefence  beholds  all  things ;  and  there- 
fore refort  to  the  high  tree ;  that  is,  to  high  hotions, 
that  you  may  fee,  or  behold  him  as  he  is ;  I  fay  to 
you,  *^  Come  down,"  for  falvation  is  not  to  be  found 
there:  no!  no!  for  it  is  nearer  to  you,  it  is  even 
come  to  your  own  houfes :  yea,  to  your  hearts ;  there 
ftands  Chrift,  your  falvation,  at  your  doors,  knock- 
ing ;  let  him  in,  for  he  comes  to  take  away  the  fins  of 
the  world,  and  reftore  poor  man  to  God  again.  He 
whom  God  has  fet  to  be  a  light  to  the  Gentiles,  and 
a  leader  to  the  people,  and  to  be  his  falvation  to  the 
ends  of  the  earth  :*""  therefore  I  recommend  unto  you, 
that  you-  be  not  offended  at  the  meannefs  of  his  ap- 
pearance ;  for  his  day  is  a  day  of  fmall  things,  even  as 
tht /moking  flax  J  and  the  brutfed  reed.^ 

And  this,  therefore,  arifeth  powerfully  in  my  foul, 
to  ibeak  unto  you,  *  That  he  appears  not  in  the  form 

*  oi  beauty,  which  is  pleafing  to  the  flefti ;  and  that 

*  his  way  and  worftiip  is  feparatcd  from  fuch  in  the 

*  greateft  meafure.  ■    Flclh  and  blood  have  no  part  in 

f  Gen*  ii.  9.        ^  Lake  xix.  5.       <  Rev.  iii.  20.    John  !•  29. 

A&  ziiu  47.        ^  Zech,  iv.  io« 

*  y  3  his 
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his  fervice,  and  the  forwardnefs,  runnings  and  willings 
of  men,  have  no  place  there :  for  it  is  neither  upon 
this  mountain,  whither  one  fort  runs,  nor  yet  at  Je* 
rufalem,    nor  in   the   privy-chamber,    where   another 
fort  are  feeking;  but  in  the  Spirit  of  God,  the  true 
worfhip  of  God  is  known  and  performed.     Every  form 
is  more  acceptable  than  his ;  no  man's  face,  or  vifage, 
being  more  marred  or  disfigured  than  his :  all  volun* 
tary  humilities  and  worlhips  of  men,  and  every  human 
tradition  or  invention  of  men,  has  a  fairer  (hew,  and 
a  more  grateful  appearance  thap  his,  of  whom  it  is 
faid,  "  He  has  not  a  place  whereon  to  lay  his  head." 
This  is  a  bitter  cup  for  the  creature,  and  there  are 
but  few  who  will  drink  it;  for  it  is  a  hard  matter  to 
bring  men  thereunto,   viz.  to  fit  dill,  and  with  pa- 
tience wait  for  the  falvation  of  God,  and  deny  all  felf- 
aftivities  and  contrivings,    and  fo  let  him    will  and 
work  all  their  works  in  and  for  them.     They  know 
not  what  it  is  to  put  their  "  mouths  in  the  dufl:,  and 
**  all  flefh  to  be  filent  and  abafed  before  the  Lord;*" 
that  he  alone  may  be  exalted,    and  his  voice  heard, 
that  he  may  prepare  them  to  do  his  will  in  th^ir  earth, 
as  it  is  done  in  heaven.     Ah !  how  has  this  myftery 
of  unrighteoufnefs  wrought,    and  how  does  it  work 
yet?    boafting  that  the  living  child  Ipelongs  to  her; 
but  it  is  feigned,  becaufe  it  is  the  womb  of  death, 
and  cannot   bring  forth  any  living  fruit  unto  God. 
All  nations  have  drank  too  much  of  this  cupj  but  the 
hour  of  this  falfe  fpirit^s  judgments  is  now  come,  and 
it  is  feen^  revealed,  and  judged,  through  the  living  Spi- 
rit of  God,  which  is  felt,  received  and  obeyed,  by  a 
poor  people,  whom  Qod  has  delivered   out  of   the 
mouths  of  the  idolatrous  and  fuperftitious  fliepherds, 
and  falfe   prophets,  who  have  no  vifion  themfelves, 
but  who  write,  preach  and  pray  againft  it,  and  perfe- 
cute  thofe  that  affent  to  and  profefs  it,  as  the  gofpel 
privilege  ^nd  dignity;    who   are  come  to  the  L40<-d, 
and  know  his  law  written  in  their  hearts,  and  his  fe^r 

*  Lam.  iii.  ^.p. 
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placed  in  their  inward  parts,  and  that  are  taught  and 
guided  by  hini.  Thefe  follow  the  Lamb,  and  hear 
his  voice,  and  are  the  hoft  of  the  Lord,  in  this  our 
day,  who  fight,  through  their  holy  teftimony,  under 
his  banner,  againfl:  the  myftical  harlor,  the  falfe  pro- 
phet, and  the  beaft-,  and,  behold,  they  fhall  obtain 
the  viftory :  for  he  that  is  in  them,  is  ftronger  than  he 
that  is  in  the  world,  that  fights  againft  them. 

And  though  this  be  a  great  myftery,  fo  it  is,  not- 
withftanding,  a  greater  truth ;  to  wit,  that  MofeSy  the 
fervant,    is  externally  fairer  than  Christ;    yea,    the 
prophets  themfelves  fpake  as  fo  many  delightful  fing- 
ers, and  like  thofe  that  play  upon  pleafant  inftruments 
of.  mufick :  for  their  revelations,  vifions,  and  glorious 
prophecies  of  the  latter  days,  and  of  the  times  of  the 
new  covenant,  were,  as  one  of  them  faid  of  the  chil- 
dren of   that    generation,    "  like   a  pleafant .  fong." 
But  when  the  Son,  the  SubfiancCy  came,  it  was  without 
beauty,  without  ornament,  and  without  any  external 
excellency;  which  is  to  fay,  no  formality,  no  obferva- 
tions  in  meats  and  drinks,  or   holy   days,  furplices, 
altars,  veftments,  offerings,  &c.     Inftead  of  which,  a 
ftrait  way  to  flefli  and  blood,  a  crofs  to  felf-love,  and 
a  holy  watch,    are  inftituted    and   recommended    by 
example,  as  well   as  precept ;  which  is  a  bitter  cup, 
or  draught,  for   all    to  drink  that  will  go  to  glory : 
man  muft  die  to  his  own  will,  inclinations,  imagina- 
tions, and  flelhly  conceits:    he   muft  conftantly  wait 
and  watch.     Now  his  own  worfhip  and  righteoufnefs 
are  as  odious  to  him,  as  his  fin  and  un righteoufnefs 
were  before :  for  it  is  not;  an  external  matter,  nor  an 
external  running,  or  doing,  that  can  profit :  nor  is  it 
that  which  pleafeth  the  bufy  brain,  and  the  nice  phan- 
t^fy  of  the  creature;  becaufe  while   all  thofe  things 
have   been  ftroking  the  mind  of  the  creature,  they 
have  been  warring  againft  the  foul :  but  it  is  a  fecret 
life;  a  fecret  temple;  a  fecret  fervic^,    and  that  in 
God's  due  time;  yea,  it   is  a  fecret  manna,  a  fecret 
fupper,  which  cannot  be  underftood  by  the  vain  fe6ts 
of  this  world.     And  Jefus  is.  the  builder  of  this  ta- 

y  4  l)ei:n2K:le; 
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bernacle :  he  is  the  author  of  this  covenant  and  fer<« 
vice :  he  is  the  high  prieft  of  this  altar.     Hereunto  he 
has  gathered  thofe  his  ancient  people,  and  hereunto 
he  gathers  the  nations  in  thefe  our  days.     The  Mde 
fays  "  Comei"  the  Spirit  fays  "  Come;"  and  He  fays 
**  Come,**  and  bleffed  arc  thofe  that  comey  and  fee  how 
good  he  is  to  thofe  that  love  and  fear  him :  for  all 
crowns  mud  be  laid  down  at  his  feet,  to  him  that  is 
meek  and  humble,  and  rides  upon  an  afs,  and  upon  the 
foal  of  an  afs,  the  moft  contemptible  of  all  beads  j  fincc 
God  has  concluded  that  hefhould  be  glorified,  and  that 
hofanna  and  glory  belongs  to  him  for  even     He  fhall 
humble  the  proud,  and  exalt  the  humble;  yea,  he  fhall 
lay  the  mountains  low,  and  exalt  the  valliesj  to  wit, 
the  poor  in  fpirit,  to  whom  the  kingdom  of  God  belongs. 
And   therefore  do  not  think  yourfelves  rich,  like 
the  pharifeesi  for  you  muft  know  this,  that  *^  a  ca- 
««  mel  fhall  more  eafily  pafs  through  the  eye  of  a 
*'  needle,  than  a  rich  man  fhall  enter  into  the  king- 
*<  dom  of  God."      But  come  to  the  feed  of  God, 
fown  in  all  your  hearts,  for  therein  mufl  "  all  the  nar 
«^  tions  of  the    earth  be  bleffed/"  for  whofe  fake, 
forfake  all  vifible  things,,  bow  down  before  it,  cleave 
to  it  with  your  whole  hearts,  and  learn  thereof  j  for  it 
is  incorruptible  j  that  you  may  thereby  be  inflrufted, 
and  born  again;    that  you  may  be  as  Utile  cbildreny 
who  do  not  argue  with  their  Father,  but  love,  believe, 
and  follow  him  in  all  obedience  and  faithfulnefs,  and 
to  fuch  belongs  the  kingdom  of  God.     To  thefe  God 
reveals  his  fecretsj  wherefore  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl 
has  faid,  "  I  thank  thee,  O  Father,  Lord  of  heaven 
**  and   earth,  that  thou  hafl  hid  thefe  things  (what 
"  fort  of  things?  The  hidden  things  of  the  kingdom 
*'  of  heaven)  from   the  wife  and  prudent,  and  that 
"  thou  hafl  revealed  them  unto  babes :  even  fo,  Fa- 
*^  ther,  for  fo  it  feemed  good  in  thy  fight  :*  for  out  of 
«^  the  mouths  of  babes  and  fucklings**  hafl  thou  or- 

^  1  VtX.u  23.        ^  Mat.  3d.  25,  26.        ^  Pfal.  viii.  2. 
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««  dained  ftrength,"  or,  *'  thou  haft  perfeftcd  praife:* 
whereas  in  God!s  prefence  no  flelh  fhall  boaft. 

My  friends,  difquiet  not  yourfelves  to  comprehend 
divine  things ;  for  they  that  do  fo,  are  of  the  flefli : 
but  wait  in  ftillnefs,  upon  the  God  of  all  the  families 
of  the  earth,  and  then  fhall  you  have  a  true  feeling 
of  him,  and  of  that  which  feeds  the  foul,  and  gives 
the  faving  knowledge,  viz.  that  knowledge  which  is 
everlafting:  this  knowledge  remains,  and  ftands  faftj 
likewife  peace,  and  everlafting  aflurance,  goes  along 
with  It. 

For  this  I  teftify  unto  you,  from  the  Lord,  that  the 
fowls  of  the  air,  and  the  imaginations  of  flefli  and 
blood,  are  the  greatcft  enemies  of  your  fouls,  and  of 
your  progrefs  in  the  way  of  the  Lx>rd.  The  firft  hath 
often  ftolen  away  the  feed,  as  foon  as  it  was  fown  i  in- 
ftead  of  which,  it  ought  to  take  root,  and  fpring  up : 
and  hereby  the  vifitations  of  the  Lord  are  of  no  effedt, 
and  your  fouls  remain  weak  and  feeble :  and  the  other 
h^th fupprejfed  the  feed,  after  it  hath  fprung  up.  O 
the  fine  imaginations  of  the  wifdom  of  this  world, 
the  fear  of  man,  and  earthly  prudence !  This  comes 
not  from  the  heavenly,  faving,  and  living  knowledge ; 
neither  can  it  ever  beftow  it  upon  you:  but  true 
knowledge  makes  courageous  and  diligent  before  the 
Lord  J  and  thofe  that  are  fo,  are  noble  in  their  tefti- 
rnony,  patient  under  afflidtions,  ftedfaft  and  chearful 
under  perfecutions.  This  is  the  way  of  the  only  truQ 
God,  whofe  name  be  glorified  to  all  eternity. 

Ye,  then,  that  have  a  true  fight  of  a  better  hope, 
and  of  a  more  lafting  habitation,  who  in  the  fingle- 
nefs  of  your  heart  thirft  after  the  true  and  living  feel- 
ing and  knowledge  of  God  j  who  are  like  a  poor  dove 
without  confort,  and  as  a  folitary  pelican  in  the  wilr 
dernefs,  who  truly  feek  after  the  beloved  of  your 
fouls,  but  have  not  yet  found  him  j  "  Be  ftill,  O  ye 
*^  tender  people !  and  know  that  he  is  God."  Who? 
^«  He  that  fearcheth  the  heart,  that  trieth  the  reins, 
^*  that  fetteth  the  thoughts  of  men  in  order  before 
!^  their  eyes  :*'  in  this  ftillnefs  ihajl  ye  hear  him,  who 

will 
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will  teach  you  where  to  find  that  which  you  fcek  forj 
yea,  it  is  be,  for  he  alone  can  do  it,  who  manifeftcth 
himfelf  to  you.  Mary  fought  Jefus,  and  thought  it 
was  the  gardener  when  fhe  faw  him ;  fhe  afked  Jefus 
for  Jefus  i  but  when  he  faid  "  Mary"  (he  anfwered 
**  Matter  j"  and  through  that  word  her  beloved  Maf- 
ter,  Jefus,  revealed  himfelf,  and  demonftratcd  that  he 
knew  her,  and  thai  gave  her  to  know  him ;  for,  alas ! 
he  whom  you  feek  is  near  you ;  yea,  in  the  midj,  of 
you :  it  is  he  that  knows  you,  and  calls  to  you,  and 
tells  you  whatever  you  have  done,  whether  it  be  juft, 
or  unjufti  and  it  is  he  that  pronounceth  judgment 
againft  thofe  that  walk  after  the  flefh,  but  Ipeaketh 
peace  and  joy  to  thofe  that  walk  after  the  Spirit.  And 
therefore  do  not  flight  his  appearance,  but  live  hum- 
bly, and  then  you  (hall  fee  him  whom  you  wait  for 
fwiftly  come,  and  make  himfelf  known  to  you. 

My  beloved,  feek  not  the  prefent  eafe,  or  pleafures 
of  the  flefh ;  and  fear  not  man,  but  God,  Hear  me, 
O  my  friends,  for  the  Lord  God  hath  fent  me  unto 
you,  in  this  epiftlej  take  heed  that  ye  out-run  not 
yourfelves  in  inward  vifions,  and  openings  of  the 
jheart,  and  that  you  feed  not  yourfelves  with  the 
knowledge  of  the  fame;  for  this  is  not  that  knowledge 
which  is  eternal  life  j  although  many,  and  more  elpe- 
cially  in  Germany,  have  lofl:  themfelves  thereby :  for 
when  they  have  received  inward  manifeftationjs  from 
God,  they  were  not  humble  and  low,  but  were  exalted 
in  their  own  minds  above  the  daily  crofs ;  which  crofs 
IS  death  to  that  which  prides  itfelf  with  thefe  vifions, 
or  manifeftations,  and  have  been  elevated  above  the 
fimplicity  of  obedience,  in  a  bare  profefllon  of  the 
fame. 

O  the  fubtlety  of  that  cunning  enemy  of  Ibuls! 
This,  this  hath  put  a  flop  to  the  work  of  the  Lord ; 
for  they  have  not  known  the  travail,  the  death,  and 
the  firft  refurreftion ;  but,  without  experience,  lived 
flightly  in  the  delightful  reprefentations  and  manifeft- 
ations of  the  fame :  hereby  are  come  forth  whole  ge-» 
negations  of  exalted,  fpiritual,  and  high-ftjrained  no-7 

tipnifts. 
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tionifts,  who  defpifing  the  grofs  impiety,  and  dai;k 
fuperftitious  contrivances  of  fefts,  are  in  the  mean 
ivhile  entertained  by  the  enemy  (who  is  provided  with 
all  manner  of  fuitable  baits)  with  thofe  likencfles  and 
reprefentations  of  truth  :  they  dream  of  meat,  and 
the  feaft  of  tabernacles;  but  when  the  day  of  the  Lord 
is  at  hand,  which  is  to  awaken  them  to  rife  to  judg- 
ment, behold,  then  they  are  empty  and  hungry ! 

And  therefore  take  great  heed  to  follow  the  Lord, 
and  worfliip  him :  adore  hiniy  and  not  the  image  thou 
thyfclf  haft  made.  Do  not  make  calves  out  of  jew- 
els, which  thou  haft  brought  out  of  Egypt.  Do  not 
bow  down  thyfelf  before  thy  old  experiences ;  but  be- 
hold the  arm  that  has  helped  thee,  and  that  God  who 
has  often  delivered  thee.  Bleffed  are  thofe  who  arc 
kept  by  him  in  the  daily  fenfe  of  his  prefervation,  for 
their  hearts  will  not  run  after  other  gods.  Remember 
that  the  manna  defcended  from  heaven  daily ;  that  it 
^aily  muft  be  gathered  and  eaten;  and  that  the  nfianna 
that  was  gathered  yefterday,  cannot  fcrve  to-day  for 
fogd.  Now 'is  it  is  in  the  natural,  even  fo  is  it  in  the 
fpiritual.  And  therefore  the  Lord  Jefus  has  taught 
his  difciples  to  pray  for  their  daily  bread ;  for  he  is 
daily  with  his  people,  and  he  goes  before  them:  there- 
fore let  nobody  look  backwards,  and  adore  what  they 
have  known ;  but  look  forward,  on  Jefus,  the  author 
of  the  true  f^ith,  who  is  mighty  to  finiflx  what  he 
has  begun ;  becaufe  he  has  not  only  brought  and  de- 
livered his  people  out  of  Egypt,  but  he  is  likewife 
th^ir  fpiritual  Mofes,  who  has  led  them  through  the 
wildernejs\  he  goes  before  his  fheep,  and  gives  them 
cverlafting  life;  namely,  to  thofe  who  hear  and  fol- 
low him :  but  when  men  are  negligent  in  hearin| 
Chrift,  th^n  they  work  for  themfelvcs  upon  their  oh 
experiences,  and  "  hew  to  themfelves  citterns  that 
**  can  hold  no  water."  Here  death  prevails,  and  here 
death  talks  of  the  fame  of  wifdom;  and  with  this 
knowledge  they  feed  thenofelves,  and  not  on  the  tree 
of  life. 

Take 
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*  Take  ye  heed,  my  friends,  for  great  is  the  myftcry 
of  unrighteoufncfs,  but  the  light  of  Jefus  Chrift  dii- 
covers  the  fame;  and  therefore  remain  in  this,  and 
from  it  expcft  your  daily  bread,  daily  knowledge,  daily 
wifdom,  and  daily  ftrength :  "  Take  no  thought  for 
««  the  morrow,  for  fufficient  unto  the  day  is  the  evil 
«  thereof/' 

And  thus  lives  the  feed  of  faith,  the  true  fpiritual 
generation  of  the  believing  Abraham  -,  that  daily  eat 
of  the  hidden  manna,  which  dcfcends  every  day  from 
above,  and  that  is  hidden  from  the  world,  and  its  wif- 
dom. 

Wo  unto  them,  from  God,  who  make  and  adore 
images,  as  well  of  things  in  heaven,  as  upon  earth: 
wherefore  examine  and  try  yourfelves,  by  the  light  of 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  who  alone  gives  the  true  un- 
derftanding,  what  your  knowledge  is  j  for  the  know* 
ledge  that  is  everlafting  life,  is  a  lively  fenfe,  enjoy- 
ment, and  pofleflion  of  things,  which  we  fee  inwardly  \ 
and  into  this,  man  of  himfelf  can  by  no^ means  come 
by  all  his  ftrivings:  but  this  is  only  obtained  by 
judgments,  deep  humiliation,  patience,  daily  watch- 
ing, and  by  bearing  the  crofs  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
and  that  not  only  againft  Satan,  but  alfo  againft  our 
own  felfiftinefs. 

And  I  teftify,  that  he  who  attains  his  knowledge 
another  way,  is  a  thief  and  a  robber :  for  Chrift  is  the 
door,  and  through  him  all  muft  enter  s  nay,  through 
him  only  we  can  come  to  God\  namely,  by  faithfully 
receiving  him  into  the  heart,  and  embracing  him; 
firft,  as  a  light,  difcovering  corrupt  nature,  with  all 
its  evil  fruits }  then  as  a  judge,  condemning  the  fame 
to  the  death  of  the  crofs,  that  fuch  may  come  to  dro 
with  him  to  the  fpirit  of  the  world,  and  to  the  bad 
and  vain  fruits  of  it;  as  alfo  to  the  fpiritual  powers  in 
high  places  -,  and  finally  to  know  him  as  the  rejurrec^ 
tion  and  life,  and  as  one  who  raifeth  the  foulj  by  the 
fame  power  whereby  God  the  Father  has  raifea  bim 
fr6m  the  dead. 

And 
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And  here  is  the  pure  and  living  knowledge  obtained: 
this  is  to  knifw,  and  to  put  on  Chriftj  and  through  bim 
CO  come  to  God,  and  to  enter  through  the  (bait  gate; 
the  ftrait  gate^  that  is  too  narrow  for  fiefh  and  blood  s 
and  all  that  is  not  born  of  the  Eternal  Spirit  is  Jlejb^ 
and  (hall  wither  away  as  grafs  before  the  glorious  Sun 
of  Righteoufnefs,  which  is  now  arifen ;  for  bis  work 
alone  can  undergo  the  judgment^  and  endure  the  trial; 
namely,  that  which  is  bom  of  him ;  which  is  not  by 
the  will  of  man,  in  his  own  time,  nor  by  his  running 
and  willing,  but  by  the  will  of  God,  and  by  the  holy 
overfhadowing  of  his  pure  Spirit.  And  this  know, 
^  That  God  doth  not  over(hadow  the  adulterous,  but 
'  the  cbq/ie  virgin  mind."  Who  has  cars,  let  him 
hear :  this  alone  it  is  which  can  conceive,  and  produce 
that  knowledge  which  is  everlafting  life ;  and  all  other 
knowledge,  at  the  higheft,  is  not  higher  than  the 
golden  head  of  that  image,  which,  by  that  ^^  fmall 
^*  ftone  cut  .out  of  the  mountain,  without  hands,'^ 
fhall  be  broken  into  pieces ;  that  is,  without  all  the 
arcs,  fciences,  labour,  induftry,  wifdom,  will,  or  mind 
of  men. 

Nay,  it  muft  be  broken,  becaufe  it  has  no  feet,  on 
which  it  can  ftand^  nor  foundation  that  can  endure 
the  proof;  and  therefore  enquire  into  the  foundation 
you  build  upon,  which  I  beg  for  God's  fake.  Is  it 
upon  the  "  chief  corner  ftone  ?"  ^Upon  the  *^  Stone 
^*  which  is  eleft  and  precious  ?"  Is  it  upon  Chrift,  the 
true  rock  ?  Againft  whom,  nor  againft  any  one,  who 
truly  depends  upon  it,  fhall  the  gates  of  hell  prevail  ? 
See  then  if  the  gates  of  hell,  in  feveral  things,  do 
not  prevail  over  you,  as  well  as  over  the  great  body 
of  falfe  Chriftians?  Have  you  not  about  you  the  mark 
of  the  nature  of  the  world  ?  Do  you  not  bow  before 
any  of  its  cuftoms  ?  Make  a  fearch  with  the  candle  of 
the  Lord  Jefus,  that  he  has  lighted  within  you;  where- 
by you  fhall  fee  all  the  fruits  you  produce ;  namely, 
the  nature  of  them,  and  to  what  they  tend ;  to  wit, 
if  they  are  of  the  nature,   and  tend  to  the  luft,  of 

tbis  world,  or  of  the  nature  of  God,  and  to  his  will ; 

for 
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for  all  true  Chriftians  ought  to  conform  thcmfelvcs 
tinto  his  will  in  all  things,  that  whatfoever  they  do 
may  tend  to  the  praifc  ancj  glory  of,  the  Lord,  their 
blefied  King  and  Lawgiver. 

And  therefore  live  ye  low  and  humble,  to  that  which 
has  vifited  you :  be  like  worm  Jacob  j  let  the  Lord 
awake  you,  but  dwell  you  in  the  tents :  do  not  build 
Babels,  for  they  muft  be  broken :  remember  that  hum- 
ble and  little  David  obtained  the  kingdom,  whofe 
truft  was  only  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  his  de- 
light was  in  meditating  in  the  pure  law  of  his  God. 

This  is  the  vifit  of  my  life  and  love  to  you,  O  ye 
fcattered  and  hidden  ones:  lift  up  your  heads,  and 
behold  your  Shepherd  and  your  Saviour  -,  turn  ye  to 
him,  follow  him,  and  live  with  him :  let  him  lead  you 
to  the  place  where  he  feeds,  and  where  he  makes  his 
flock  to  reft  at  noon ;  for  by  his  eternal  light  and  Ipi- 
rit  has  he  gathered  from  off  the  barren  mountains, 
and  from  the  idolatrous  fhepherds,  a  flock,  which  he 
hath  led  to  the  fold  of  reft,  through  many  and  great 
tribulations  s  and  he  who  remains  firm  and  immovea- 
ble, is  the  true  reft,  viz.  Jefus  Chrift,  and  there  is  no 
other.  Therefore  it  is  faid,  that  the  true  church, 
coming  up  from  the  wildernefs,  leans  upon  the  breafl 
of  Jesus  Christ,  her  Beloved,  her  Lord,  and  her 
Huft)and,  who  is  her  ftrength  and  ftay :  and  all  thofe 
who  lean  upon  another,  will  fall  in  the  wildernefs, 
and  never  come  to  the  reft  of  the  Lord. 

Therefore  lean  ye  upon  no  other,  but  adhere  unto 
him ;  wait,  watch,  and  walk  in  his  holy  light,  which 
he  has  fcnt  to  lead  you  out  of  darknefs,  and  there- 
with you  will  be  enabled  to  know  him  from  whom  it 
comes,  and  whom  you  feekj  for  the  nations,  who  are 
to  be  faved,  muft  walk  in  the  ^*  light  of  the  Lord :" 
and  the  jtintie  comes,  and  now  is,  that  we  fhall  have 
no  need  of  the  fun,  nor  moon,  nor  ftars;  but  the 
Lamb  of  God,  that  was  flain,  and  now  lives,  Ihall  be 
the  light  and  life  of  all  true  Chriftians,  here  and  here- 
after. 

Theft 
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Thefc  things  were  laid  upon  me  by  the  Lord  Jcfus 
Chrift,  who  is  "  the  faithful  and  true  witncfs,"  to 
write  to  you^  and  to  bear  witnefs  of  his  kingdom  and 
appearance ;  that  ye  might  feek,  fo  that  ye  alfo  may 
find,  and  that  ye  fhould  be  ready  to  enter  in  with 
him  to  the  everlafting  fupper,  and  to  the  reft  which 
lie  has  prepared  for  thofe  who  love  him,  and  follow 
him  in  the  way  of  regeneration,  not  loving  their  lives 
unto  death,  for  his  glorious  name  and  teftimony's 
fake ;  to  whom  my  foul  does  humbly  render  honour 
and  praife,  and,  in  communion  with  his  whole  re- 
deemed family  upon  earth,  I  afcribe  all  honour,  pow- 
er, and  dominion,  now  henceforth  and  for  evermore* 
jimen. 

WILLIAM   PENN. 


A  TEN. 
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I  N    T  H  E 


L    O    V    E       OF       GOD, 

That  overcomes  the  WORLD, 

T    O  ♦ 

ALL  People  in  the  High  and  Low  Butch  Nations, 
who  hunger  and  thirft  after  Righteoufnefs,  and  de- 
fire  to  know  and  worfhip  God  in  Truth  and  in  Sin* 
cerity:  Containing  a  plain  Teftimony  to  the  Ancient 
and  Apoftolical  Life,  Way,  and  Worlhip,  that  God 
is  reviving  and  exalting  in  the  Earth,  in  his  Spirit 
and  Truth. 


Publiihed  in  the  Year  1677. 


Friends, 

IN  that  love  wherewith  God,  the  Father  of  all  mer- 
cy, and  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  hath  loved  and 
vifited  my  fdul,  I  likewife  love  and  vifit  you ;  wifliing 
in  the  fame  love  that  you,  with  all  the  faints,  might 
come  to  experience  what  is  the  knowledge,  faith, 
hope,  worfliip,  and  fervicc,  that  is  of  and  from  God, 
and  which  alone  is  truly  acceptable  unto  himi  and 
Vol.,  in.  }£  <hat 
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that  you  might  fo  run,  that  you  may  obtain ;  and  that 
you,  being  armed  with  the  fpiritual  weapons,  may  fo 
fight,  as  you  may  gain  the  prize,  and  inherit  the 
crown:  fo  that  the  great  God,  the  Lord  of  heaven 
and  earth;  he  who  (hall  judge  the  quick  and  the 
dead ;  he  may  be  known  by  you  to  be  your  God,  and 
you  may  know  yourfelves  to  be  his  children ;  **  born 
*^  not  of  blood,  nor  of  the  will  of  flelh,  nor  of  the 
**  will  of  man,  but  born  again  of  his  holy  and  in- 
**  corruptible  feed,  by  the  word  of  God,*"  born  of 
his  Spirit,  and  joined  unto  him  in  an  cverlafting  co- 
venant J  that  while  you  live  here,  you  may  not  live  to 
Jourfelves,  but  to  the  glory  of  God;  and  when  you 
ave  finilhed  your  courfe  here  below,  you  may  lay 
down  your  heads  in  peace,  and  enter  into  evcrlafting 
reft  with  the  faithful :  here  all  tears  (hall  be  wipea 
away  from  their  eyes,*"  and  everlafting  joy  and  glad* 
nefs  fhall  be  the  portion  of  your  inheritance. 

Let  me  therefore,  friends,  fpeak  freely,  and  be 
open-hearted  unto  you,  and  confider  you  my  words 
in  the  fear  of  God,  for  I  am  preffed  in  fpirit  to  write 
to  you. 

Firft,  Have  you  all  turned  yourfelves  to  God,  wh(J, 
was  the  teacher  of  Adam,  while  in  his  innocency; 
who  was  the  teacher  of  the  Ifraelites,  through  his 
prophets,  and  of  the  true  Chriftians  through  his  Son 
Jefus ;  through  whom  he  fpeaks  his  will,  in  the  hearts 
of  all  true  Chriftians :  if  not,  then  are  you  yet  erring 
from  his  Spirit,  and  going  aftray  from  the  Lord,  who 
is  the  teacher  of  the  new  covenant/ 

Secondly,  Know  you  the  end  and  dejign  of  the  com- 
ing of  Chrift  ?  Are  you  come  to  an  inward  experience 
of  what  the  fame  is  ?  Hearken  to  the  words  of  his 
beloved  difciple,  who  has  faid,  "  For  this  purpofe  the 
*^  Son  of  God  was  manifefted,  that  he  might  (put 
*^  an  end  to  fin,  and)  deftroy  the  works  of  the  de- 
•*  vil.**"     Do  you  know  this  by  your  own  experience? 

•  John  i.  ijt  and  ill.  6.    i  Pet.  i.  23.      «»  Rev.  xd.  4.      «  Hcb. 

i*  2.        ^  John  iiit  8, 

Ah! 
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Ah!  Deceive  not  yourfclvcs:  whcrci  pray,  does  fin 
dwell  ?  And  where  arc  the  works  of  the  devil  ?  Arc 
they  not  in  the  hearts  of  men  and  women  ?  Is  not  that 
the  feat  of  wickednejsy  the  tabernacle  q{  fitly  the  tem- 
ple of  the  devilV  Have  not  men  th^re  worlhipped  his 
fpirit  ?  Have  not  men  there  bowed  down  before  him  ? 
And  are  not  all  fuch  born  of  his  evil  feed  ?  Muft  not 
Chrift,  who  is  the  Seed  of  God,  bruife  his  beady  there 
deilroy  his  work,  and  take  his  kingdom  from  him  ? 
The  foul,  which  by  Satan  is  defiled,  and  kept  in  cap- 
tivity, muft  not  Chrift  redeem  it,  purify  it,  and  favc 
iti  that  it  may  be  changed,  and  feafoned  with  the 
divine  feed,  and  fo  come  to  bear  the  holy  image  of 
the  lame ;  to  that  end  that  Chrift  may  come  to  dwell 
in  a  'pure  hearty  and  that  God  may  be  worlhipped  in 
his  own  evangelical  temple,  in  his  own  Spirit  in  man 
and  woman  ?  What  of  thefe  things  are  you  truly  come 
to  know  ?  And  what  have  you  felt  thereof?  Chrift  is 
therefore  come  into  the  world,  even  for  that  very  end 
is  he  called  Jefus,  vi%.  that  he  fixould  "  fave  his  peo- 
*«  pie  from  their  fins-/"  and  tp  that  end  has  John 
direfted  all  to  him,  by  thefe  words,  **  Behold  the 
^*  Lamb  of  God,  which  taketh  away  the  fin  of  the 
«*  world.«" 

Look,  now,  to  yourfelves,  O  inhabitants  of  Chrif-* 
tendom,  whether  he  has  taken  away  your  fins,  and 
what  thofc  fins  arc :  examine  and  try  yourfelves,  by  his 
holy  light,  from  what  evil  things  you  are  now  re- 
deemed, which  you  were  before  fubjeft  untoj  for 
Chrift  faves  no  man  from  the  wrath  of  God,  whom  he 
hath  not  firft  redeemed  from  fin :  for,  **  the  wages  of 
«'  fin  is  death*""  and  ^  whatfoever  men  fow,  that 
**  they  fliall  reap,"  in  the  great  and  laft  day  of  judg- 
ment. 

To  whom  then  do  you  live,  my  friends,  and  ia 
what  lite  f  Do  you  live  in  the  life  of  God  and  Chrifij 
wherein  the  faints  of  old  did  live,  whofc  ^*  livea  were 

«  Rev.  xiii.       ^  Mat.  i.  %u       <  Jolm  u  ^9.       ^  Rom.  vi.  %%. 

Z  a  «  hid 
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*'  hid  with  Chrift  in  God;*"  and  who  did  live,  be- 
caufe  ^*  Chrift  lived  in  them  ?"  Is  the  old  wine,  and 
alfo  the  old  bottles,  put  away  ?  Is  the  old  man,  with 
all  his  deeds,  put  off?  The  old  evil  and  corrupt 
ground,  which  brings  forth  all  evil  and  corrupt  fruits, 
is  that  burnt  up  by  the  fire  of  God  ?  For  *«  his  word 
^^  is  like  a  fire:*"'  the  old  heavens,  the  old  fervice  of 
God,  peace,  gladnefs,  and  the  old  worflbip,  which 
altogether  are  as  dead  in  the  fallen  nature,  are  they 
*«  rolled  up  as  a  fcroll,  and  vefture,  and  melted 
**  through  the  ftrong  heat  of  the  burning  and  judging 
'*  Spirit  of  God  ?**  Are  you  become  as  new  bottks^ 
lirhich  receive  the  new  wine  of  the  kingdom  of  God, 
which  endures  for  ever?  Have  you,  my  friendsj  •*  put 
•*  on  the  new  man,  which  after  God  is  created  in 
"  righteoufnefs,  and  in  true  holinefs?"*  Can  you  feel 
that  there  is  brought  forth  in  you  the  new  heaven^  and 
the  new  earthy  wherein  righteoufnefs  dwelleth  ?  Confi- 
der  you,  who  truly  and  fincerely  feek  to  know  the 
Lord,  and  his  works  in  you,  and  **  fpend  not  your 
**  money  for  that  which  is  not  bread,  nor  your  labour 
«*  for  that  which  fatisfieth  not,""  nor  will  profit  any 
thing  in  the  day  of  account ;  that  your  fouls  be  not 
deceived ;  but  that  you  may  be  faved  in  the  day  of  the 
Lord. 

Come,  you  that  are  weary  and  heavy  laden^  and  you 
that  hunger  and  thirft  after  righteoufnefs y  and  dcfirc  to 
walk  in  the  purity  and  righteoufnefs  of  the  faints: 
be  it  known  unto  you,  that  Jefus  Chrift,  who  can 
difcharge,  eafe,  help,  and  fave  you  all,  he  is  near 
you,  and  ftands  at  the  doer  of  your  hearts,  and  that 
he  waits  to  be  gracious  to  you;  he  knocks,  that  you 
may  open  unto  him:**  it  is  he  who  has  vifited  you  with 
his  faving  light,  whereby  he  has  manifefted  your  ftate 
and  condition  to  you  %  and  begotten  an  holy  feeling 
in  you,  whereby  you  are  become  weary  of  your  evil 
doings ;  and  raifes  up  an  holy  thirft  in  you  after  better 

\  CoU  iii*  4*       ^  Jcr.  xxiii.  29.        >  Eph.  iv.  24.        ■  Ilk.  Ir.  <• 

^  Revt  iii.  20.    Ifa.  xxx.  i8. 

things. 
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things.  Now  then,  if  you^  defire  and  expeft  ever  to 
be  filled,  and  fatisfied  from  him,  then  mufl  you  re- 
ceive him  as  he  is  revealed,  and  as  his  holy  will  is 
made  known  in  your  hearts  5  and  keep  yourfelves  un- 
der his  holy  judgments  and  reproofs :  for  "  the  re- 
**  proofs  of  inftruftion  are  the  way  of  eternal  life.**'* 
Love,  therefore,  that  which  reproves  you  for  evil; 
and  turn  from  thofe  evils  for  which  you  are  reproved: 
*^  For  Zion  Ihall  be  redeemed  through  judgment,  and 
"  her  converts  with  righteoufnefs.' "  Love,  I  fay, 
the  judgments  of  Chrift,  and  fubmit  thereunto,  and 
wait  for  him,  to  feel  him  yet  more  and  more,  that  you 
thus  may  fay,  with  one  of  old,  "  In  the  way  of  thy 
*^  judgments,  O  Lord,  have  we  waited  for  thee:^" 
and,  ^*  with  our  fouls  have  we  defired  thee  in  the 
**  night  feafon ;  and  with  our  fpirits  within  us  will  wc 
**  feek  thee  early :  for  when  thy  judgments  are  in  the 
'^  earth,  the  inhabitants  of  the  world  will  learn  righ- 
**  teoufnefs:" — '*  For  judgment,**  faid  Chrift,  "  am 
^'  I  come  into  this  world  :'"  that  is,  as  an  holy  light, 
to  make  manifeft,  and  as  a  righteous  judge,  to  con- 
demn all  unrighteoufnefs  of  men :  and  all  thofe  that 
love  his  reproofs,  and  willingly  fuffer  his  chaftifings 
and  fatherly  rebukes,  they  Ihall  fee  **  Judgment 
^*  brought  forth  unto  viftory,*"  and  that  the  prince 
of  this  worldy  the  corrupt  root,  the  corrupt  nature, 
ground,  or  origin,  in  you,  as  well  as  the  evil  fruits, 
and  ungodly  works  thereof,  fhall  be  judged.  And 
when  thii  is  done,  and  is  fulfilled,  then  you  Ihall 
know  what  it  is  to  fing  his  high  praifes  in  truth  and 
righteoufnefs :  then  you  fliall  come  to  fing  the  fong 
of  the  Lamb  %  and  know  that  you,  by  that  Lamb, 
are  redeemed  and  faved. 

But  it  may  be  fome  will  afk,  ^  Who  is  able  to  pcr- 
^  form  fo  great  and  blefled  a  work  ?'  Fear  not,  you 
that  feek  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  his  righteouf- 
nefs, with  all  your  hearts :  for  God  has  laid  help  upon 

•  frov.vi.  23.        >  Id.  2.  27.  andiv.  4,         <  Ifa*  xxvu  8,  j^ 
^  John  ix«  39^       '  Mat.  zii.  ^o.       ^  Rcr.  Tt  9. 

?  3  one 
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one  that  is  mighty^  viz.  upon  Jefus  Chrift^  and  ho 
fliall  make  your  (ins  known  unto  you>  and  redeem  you 
from  all  unrighteoufnefs,  if  you  will  walk  in  his  light, 
as  his  beloved  difciple  fpeaks,  faying,  ^*  If  we  walk 
**  in  the  light,  as  he  is  in  the  light,  we  have  fellow- 
**  fhip  one  with  another,  and  the  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift 
•'  cleanfeth  us  from  all  fin."  And  therefore,  friends, 
if  you  will  be  faved  by  the  blood  of  Chrift,  then  muft 
you  leave  and  forfake  all  which  the  light  of  Chrift 
does  condemn  in  you;  yea,  you  muft  watch  againft 
your  own  thoughts,  words  and  deeds,  that  you  at  un- 
awares may  not  be  overcome  by  the  enemy  of  your 
fouls :  for  he  comes  as  a  thief  in  the  night,  to  def^roy 
you.  Do  not  live  nor  aft  fo  as  to  grieve  the  Holy  Spirit 
of  God  ;**  but  turn  your  minds  from  all  evil,  in 
thoughts,  words,  and  deeds;  yea,  if  you  love  the 
light  of  Chrift,  then  bring  your  deeds  every  day  to 
the  light,  and  fee  whether  they  are  wrought  in  God, 
or  no :  for  "  all  things  that  are  reproved,"  or  jujiifiedt 
*^  are  made  rpanifeft  by  the  light;  for  whatfoever  doth 
**  make  man ifeft  is  light  :**"  and  that  light  bums  as 
an  ^ven"^  againft  all  unrighteoufnefs }  yea,  it  is  like  a 
refiner^ s  fire,  for  it  is  the  fiery  part  of  the  baptifm  of 
Chrift,  and  therefore  it  is  called  the  "  hrigbtnefs  of 
•*  his  comings  the  conjuming  Spirit  of  his  mouthy** 
whereby  that  wicked  one  Ihall  be  revealed,  and  burnt; 
up,  and  rooted  out;  the  thorns  and  briars  fhall  be 
burned  up  and  devoured,*  and  the  filthinefs  both  o( 
flefh  and  fpirit  purged  away.  If,  now,  your  fins  arc 
become  a  burthen  to  you,  if  you  thereby  are  wearied, 
and  if  you  heartily  defire  that  they  may  be  weakened 
in  you,  and  at  laft  conquered  alfo,  then  let  the  **  holy 
"  watch  of  Jefus"  be  fincerely  and  earneftly  kept  in 
your  hearts;  which  watch  is  in  the  light-,  for  in  dark- 
nefs  is  no  fafe  nor  true  watching.  Watch,  therefore, 
with  the  light  of  Chrift,  wherewith  you  are  enlight- 
ened i  watch,  1  fay,  againft  every  unfruitful  thought, 

.;  Pf^.haqdi^  19.      •  Eph.  iv.  30.      >  Eph.  v.  13.      a  Mai.  Ui« 
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word,  and  work  of  darknefs :  ftand  upon  your  guard 
in  the  bleffed  light,  and  be  you  armed  therewith,  like 
the  faints  of  old,  that  you  may  difcern  the  enemy, 
and  refill  him,  when,  and  howfoever,  he  does  appear 
and  approach  unto  you;  that  fo  he  may  not  overcome 
you,  but  that  you  may  obtain  viftory  over  him :  for 
when  he  fees  his  allurements  inefFeftual,  his  fnares 
difcovered  and  broken,  (as  this  is  done  in  the  light 
of  Chrift)  then  is  he  weakened  in  his  attempts,  and 
your  fouls  grow  ftronger  to  refill  him,  until  at  laft  he 
be  wholly  defeated  and  conquered :  for  this  was  the 
way  of  the  ancients,  who  were  more  than  conquerors,* 
who  walking  after  the  light  and  fpirit  of  Jcfus,  were 
redeemed  from  condemnation,  which  will  come  upon 
all  thofe  that  live  after  the  flefh.  O !  this  ligbl,  and 
this  grace^  bringeth  falvation  !  For  it  teacheth  us  **  to 
"  deny  ungodlinefs,  and  worldly  lufts,"  which  tring 
condemnation,  "  and  to  live  foberly,  righteoufly,  .ana 
^^  godly  in  this  prefent  world.""  And  this  is  the  only 
living  way  to  the  everlafting  reft  and  peace  of  God. 
This  was  the  teacher  of  the  faints,  this  was  Paul's 
refuge  and  comfort  in  his  greateft  temptations.  "  My 
*^  grace,"  faid  the  Lord,  "  is  fufEcient  for  thee/" 
And  as  it  has  been  in  times  paft,  fo  is  it  in  this  our  day, 
to  all  them  that  come  to  receive  it,  embrace  it,  and 
love  it,  and  who  arc  willing  to  be  guided  by  it,  and 
follow  it ;  and  to  them  faid  the  Lord,  "  Depart  you 
^^  from  all  evil  ways,  from  all  vain  ufes  and  cuftoms, 
*^  and  from  the  vanities  of  this  world.  Receive  you 
**  my  counfel,  which  is  the  living  oracle,  or  the  voice 
«*  of  God,  and  the  fountain  of  all  wifdomj  and  do 
«^  not  hew  out  to  yourfelves  cifterns,  broken  cifterns, 
*<  that  can  hold  no  watcr.'^" 

Thirdly,  Are  your  preachers  and  teachers  fent  by 
God,  or  by  men''?  How  are  they  come  to  be  your  teach- 
ers ?  Confider  of  this  ferioufly :  are  they  of  thofe  that 
have  accompanied  with  Jefus?   Are  they  inftruftcd 

«  Rom.  viiJ.  I4»  37.        ■  Titus  ii.  ii,  ii.       .*2  Cpn  adi.   9# 
f  Ifa.  Ui.  II.    Prov.  viii.  i»  &c.    Jer*  ii.  13*        *  Ga}«  i.  i. 
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and  fanaified  by  him?  Arc  they  born  again?  Hvft 
they  received  their  commilfions^  and  are  they  fcht 
forth  by  him?  Are  they  true  and  faithful  witneffcs? 
Have  they  heardj  feen,  tajledy  and  handled  that  which 
they  fpeak  and  deliver  unto  you?*  Is  it  the  living 
word  which  they  preach  unto  you  ?  Or  do  they,  by 
their  own  fpirit  and  underftanding,  in  their  own  time 
and  will,  explain  and  interpret  thofe  matters,  which 
the  faints  of  old,  and  the  primitive  Chriftians,  fpake 
forth  as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghoft  ?  If  ft 
be  fo,  then  have  they  not  received  fuch  work,  or  fuch 
vidory,  through  the  Holy  Spirit  in  themfelvcs,  as 
the  faints  had  experience  of.** 

Fourthly,  Do  your  preachers  turn  your  minds  to 
the  light  of  Chrtfty  (that  is,  the  life  in  him)  which 
(hines  in  your  hearts ;  which  alone  difcovers  Jin  to  the 
creature,  and  fhews  every  man  what  the  Lord  doth 
require  of  him'?  Do  they  direft  you  to  that  light 
which  did  lead  the  faints  of  old;  and,  by  their  believ^ 
tng  in  the  light,  made  them  children  of  light ;  wherein 
the  "  nations  of  them  that  are  faved  £all  walk  ?**" 
Do  they  turn  you,  I  fay,  to  this  light,  to  this  grace 
and  fpirit,  in  yourfelves,  which  cometh  by  Jefus 
Chrift?  Does  your  knowledge,  feeling,  experience, 
and  worfhip,  confift  in  the  revelations  and  works  of 
this  blefled  principle  of  God's  begetting  in  you  ?  So 
that  your  faith  and  hope  confift  not  in  words  only 
(though,  they  may  be  all  true  in  words)  nor  in  the 
education  of  an  outward  religious  perfuafion  by  vain 
teachers;  but  that  your  faith  and  hope  are  grounded, 
and  builded  upon  the  "  power  of  the  living  God," 
who  giveth  viftory  over  the  world,  unto  all  thofe, 
who,  in  their  hearts,  believe  in  the  light  of*  Jefus:* 
and  this  bleffed  hope  purifies  the  heart,  anfi  fortifies 
the  foul. 

Fifthly,  When  you  come  to  your  meetings,  both 
preachers  and  people,  what  do  you  do  ?  Do  you  then 

•  Mat.  xxviii.  19.  Ads  i.  4,  5,  8.  1  John  i.  i,  *»  2  Pet.  i.  ai^ 
«  Ads  xxvi*  18.  Micah  vi.  8.  <»  John  xii.  26.  Rev,  »d, 
z%t  24.        *  L  John  V.  4» 
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gather  bodily  only,  and  kindle  ajfr^,  compafling  your- 
fclves  about  with  the  Jparks  of  your  qwn  kindling, 
and  fo  pleafe  yourfelves,  and  walk  in  the  «*  Light  of 
•*  your  own  fire,  and  in  the  fparks  which  you  have 
^^  kindled,"  as  thofe  did  in  the  time  of  old,  whole 
portion  it  was  "  to  lie  down  in  forrow?^'*  Or  rather, 
do  you  fit  down  in  truejilencey  refting  from  your  owa 
will  and  workings,  and  waiting  upon  the  Liord,  with 
your  minds  fixed  in  that;  ligbty  wherewith  Chrifl  has 
enlightened  you,  until  the  Lord  breathes  life  in  you, 
refrefheth  you,  and  prepares  you,  and  your  fpirits  and 
fouls,  to  make  you  fit  for  his  firvice,  that  you  may 
offer  unto  him  a  pure  and  fpiritual  facrificc?*  For 
**  that  which  is  born  of  the  flefh,  is  fiefji;  apd  he 
*^  that  foweth  to  his  fiefh,  fhall  of  the  fjefh  reap  cor- 
*'  ruption:**"  For  **  ficfli  and  blopd  cannot  inherit  the 
*^  kingdom  of  God :  but  he  that  foweth  to  the  Spirit, 
'*  (hall  of  the  Spirit  reap  life  eternal,"^  througli  Chrift, 
who  has  quickened  him. 

What  have  yoq  felt  then,  my  friends,  of  this  work 
in  your  hearts  ?  Has  Chrifl  there  appeared  ?  What  has 
he  done  for  you  ?  Have  you  bowed  down  before  him, 
and  received  him  in  your  hearts  ?  Is  \it  formed  in  you  J 
Do  you  live  no  morcy  but  does  Chrifl  live  in  you? 
For  if  you  know  not  Chrifl  to  be  in  you,  then  are  you 
yet  reprobates^  though  you  confefs  him  in  words,  a^ 
the  apoflle  faid  of  old. 

All  you,  therefore,  that  hunger  and  thirft  after  the 
yighteoufnefs  of  God's  kingdom,  which  is  an  everlafl- 
ing  bleffed  kingdom,  turn  in,  my  friends,  and  co^ie 
to  Chrifl,  who  ftands  at  the  door  of  your  hearts,  ancj 
knocks,^  He  is  the  ^*  light  of  the  world,"  ai\d  it 
concerns  all  true  fervants  of  the  Lord,  to  direft  all 
men  to  this  light  5  elfe  have  they  not  a  right  difcern- 
ing,  nor  true  fight  or  tafle  of  the  things  of  God,  viz. 
^^  To  turn  men  from  darknefs   to  light,"   from  the 

f  Ifa.  1.  1 1.  c  Lam.  iii.  25,  26^  a8.  John  i.  9.  ^  John  iii«  6* 
Gal.  vi/  8.  ^  1  Cor«  xr.  50/  ^  Qal.  iv,  19*  2  Cor.  xiii.  j. 
\  Rev.  ^i,  ^9« 
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kingdom  of  Satan,  to  the  power  and  kingdom  of 
God ;  from  the  dark  inventions  and  human  traditions 
of  men,  to  Chrift,  the  great  light  of  God,  the  High 
Prieft,  and  holy  Prophet,  whom  all  men  muft  hear, 
and  out  of  whofe  mouth  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life 
muft  be  received."  By  this  he  judges  men  in  righ- 
teoufnefs,  and  in  him  are  hid  all  the  "  rreafures  of 
«*  wifdom  and  knowledge.""  This  is  the  High  Prieft 
of  all  true  Chriftians,  and  their  chief  treafure. 

Happy,  therefore,  are  all  thofe  that  receive  him  in 
their  hearts,  thofe  that  know  him  to  be  their  light, 
their  Guide,  their  King,  their  Law^giver,  their  Biftiop, 
and  their  heavenly  Shepherd ;  who  follow  him  through 
^1  things,  and  through  all  perfecutions  and  fufFerings, 
and  that  ftedfaftly  love  his  crofs  (the  power  of  God) 
and  with  all  gladnefs  embrace  the  reproach  thereof; 
who  have  experienced,  that  without  Chrift  they  can  do 
nothing  i**  and  therefore  wait  for  his  divine  power, 
ftrength,  and  wifdom,  to  govern  and  guide  them: 
for  fuch  can  receive  no  teftimony  from  any  preachers, 
except  that  teftimony  which  is  given  from  the  holy 
unftion,  in  and  through  them;^  becaufe  men,  without 
Chrift,  can  do  nothing,  as  he  has  faid :  for  men  can-, 
not  preach,  men  cannot  pray,  mea  cannot  ling  as  it 
ought  to  be ;  yea,  men,  without  him,  can  do  nothing 
to  the  praife  and  glory  of  God:  for  it  is  only  the  8(m 
of  God  that  glorifies  the  Father  through  his  children. 

And  therefore  let  him  kindle  the  fire  with  the  pure 
co^ls  frorn  his  holy  alfarj  and  do  not  you  ofier  to  him 
in  your  felf-will ;  no,  Jefus  did  not  do  his  own  will, 
but  the  will  of  his  Father^  So  let  us  not  do  our 
own,  but  his  will ;  he  has  done  nothing  but  what  hi4 
Father  had  made  known  unto  him:  and  we  muft  all 
witnefs  what  Chrift  has  declared  unto  us,  and  what  he 
has  wrought  in  us,  or  elfe  we  fliould  be  falfe  witnefles.' 
^'  Woman,"  faid  Chrift  to  his  mother,  "  mine  hour 
*'  is  not  yet  come :"  fo  that  he  did  wait  his  Father's 

^  Rom.  viii.  2.      "  Col.  ii.  3.      •  John  xv.  5.      Pi  John  ii.  20» 
^  John  vi.  38*  iii,  it.        ^  i  John  i#  3. 
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time,  in  whofe  hands  the  times  and  feafons  are:  we 
mufl:  waif,  but  God  orders ;  and  happy  are  thofe  who 
do  his  will.  "  My  fheep/*  faid  Chrift,  "  hear  my 
«^  voice,  and  follow  me ;  but  they  will  not  hear  the 
«^  voice  of  ftrangers.*"  Now  thofe  that  fpeak,  if 
their  voices  and  converfations  are  not  with  the  life, 
the  power,  and  the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  they  are  ftrange 
voices  (1  pray  you  obferve  well) ;  and  Chrift*s  fheep 
will  not  fit  under /uch  voices,  nor  under  fuch  fhepherdsi 
who  do  but  Jieal  the  words  of  tjie  prophets*  and  apof- 
tles,  but  do  not  experience  them,  nor  fucceed  them  in 
their  fpirits  and  converfations ;  for  Chrift's  fheep  do 
difcern  thofe  that  fo  teach,  from  his,  for  he  has  given 
them  that  fpiritual  gift  to  fee  them ;  which  is  not  to 
be  had  nor  found  in  the  crafty  wifdom  of  the  worjd, 
with  all  its  human  learnings,  arts  and  fciencesj  but 
ftands  in  the  innocent  nature  of  the  truejheep,  and  for 
them  it  is  like  natural \  viz.  fouls  that  are  become 
harmlefs,  and  are  arrived  at  the  ftate  of  a  little  child i 
for  to  fuch  doth  God  reveal  his  fecrets  j  becaufe,  by 
the  work  of  regeneration,  they  are  become  his  own 
begotten ;  and  to  fuch  belongs  the  kingdom  of  God, 
and  the  knowledge  of  the  myft^ries  thereof. 

Wherefore,  pray  take  notice  how  it  is  with  you  :  is 
fin  revealed  ?  Yes  :  through  what  ?  By  the  light  of 
Chrift.  But  is  fin  like  wife  judged?  Have  you  fubmit- 
ted  yourfelves  to  his  light?  And  are  you  therewith 
united  ?  Is  your  old  felf-righteoufnefs  thereby  judged? 
And  are  thereby  all  your  falfe  judgments  judged?  I? 
the  prince  of  this  world  judged  in  you  ?  Does  Chrift 

o  before  you  ?  And  does  he  give  you  eternal  life  ? 

Examine  and  fearch  yourfelves,  for  thus  \x%  deals  with 
his  fheep :  *^  I  go  before  them,  they  follow  me,  and, 
behold,  I  give  them  life  eternal.""  Does  Chrift  go 
before  you,  and  lead  you  in  all  your  worfhip,  which 
^ou  do  as  your  bounden  duty  tQ  God  ?  Do  you  w^it 
br  his  leadings  ?  Is  it  the  religion  of  Chrift  wherein 
you  walk  ?  Read  his  holy  feroion  on  the  mount.     Or 

•  lobn  x«  27,      *  Jer.  xxjliu  30.       "  John  x.  4. 
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clfe,  do  you  go  before  him^  and  do  you  climb  up  oH* 
ether  way,*  before  he  ftirs  in  you,  before  he  moves 
you,  before  he  gives  you  power  and  ability  to  approach 
his  throne  ?  Ah !  true  filence  before  the  Lord  is 
better  abundantly  than /(?ra;^r// prayers,  znd  felf-wilkd 
offers,  or  any  traditional  and  formal  performances: 
for  confider,  that  it  is  "  life  eternal  tq  know  God/'* 
Now,  no  man  can  know  him,  who  has  not  heard  his^ 
voice:  and  no  man  can  hear  his  voice,  who  is  not 
filent  in  himfplfi  and  waits  not  patiently  for  him,  that 
he  may  **  bear  what  God  will  fpeak  to  his  fou^^** 
through  Jefus,  the  great,  holy,  and  heavenly  High 
Prieft  pf  God  to  mankind,  who  is  the  heavenly  Pro- 
phet alfo,  unto  all  them  th^t  believe  in  his  name. 
But,  my  friends,  do  you  know  the  fellowfhip  of  his 
holy  life^  of  his  bleflfed  crofs,  death,  and  refurreftion  ?* 
Po  you  confcfs  him  inwardly  in  yourfelves,  as  well  as 
outwardly  before  men  ?  If  fo,  then  has  he  given  you 
life  eternal.  Again,  if  you  feel  not  in  you  "  life  and 
f'  immortality  brought  to  light,**"  then  are  you  yet  in 
your  fins,  and  Icnow  not  the  "  Lamb  of  God,  who 
•*  taketh  away  the  fin  of  the  world/"  For  **  as 
<^  many  as  received  him,  to  them  gave  he  power  to 
*'  become  the  children  of  God/"  And  they  know, 
by  the  witnefs  of  God  in  th^mfelves,  that  they  are 
<«  of  Xjod,"  as  (kid  the  beloved  difciple  John,  *^  and 
*'  the  whole  world  lieth  in  wickednefa/" 

Beloved  friends,  beware  therefore  of  idolatry^  and 
worftiipping  of  images  ^  I  mean  the  worftiip  of  inward 
images,  which  is  an  inward  idolatry;  for  if  you  fliew 
^  great  averfion  againft  all  outward  idolatry,  yet  if 
you  worfliip  God  after  the  imaginations  you  have  of 
God,  and  which  you  conceive  in  your  own  minds, 
without  the  infpiration  of  the  Almighty,  you  worfliip 
images  of  your  own  framing,  and  fo  come  to  commit 
idolatry.    And  therefore  take  heed  that  your  worfliip 

«  John  %.u%.  y  John  xvii.  34  »  Pf.  Ixxxv.  8.  »  Phil,  iii* 
10,  11.  ^2  Tim.  i.  io»  *  John  i.  29,  *John  i.  12* 
«  1  Jobny^  *9v 
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doe$  not  confift  in  your  own  imaginations^  and  fel&r 
conceits  of  God ;  and  do  not  bow  down  to  fuch» 
(which  is,  indeed,  to  yourjelves)  and  then  think,  or 
prefume,  that  you  are  bowing  down  to  God  and  Chrift^ 
when,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  nothing  elfe  but  a  mere 
piAure  of  your  own  making.  And  this  is  the  great 
abomination '  and  lofs  of  poor  Chriftendom,  viz.  That 
the  fpirit  which  deceives  man,  "  fits  in  the  place  of 
*^  God,  and  is  worlhipped  as  God,*"  by  thofc  that 
know  not  the  true  ana  living  God,  who  is  as  a  con* 
fuming  fire,  and  as  everlafling  burnings  in  the  foul^ 
againft  the  fin,  righteoufnefs,  and  judgment  of  the 
world.** 

Now  he  that  reveal  eth  the  Father,  is  the  Son,  the. 
true  light :  for  he  has  faid,  ^^  No  man  knoweth  the 
^*  Father,  but  the  Son,  and  he  to  whom  the  Son  will 
*^  reveal  him.*  '*  How  has  Chrift  revealed  the  Father 
unto  you  ?  Are  you  come  to  Jefus  ?  If  fo,  then  you 
have  known  the  godly  forrow,  the  true  mourning,  and 
that  repentance  which  men  need  never  to  repent  of: 
but  if  you  have  not  known  this  day  of  judgment  and 
contrition,  then  are  you  not  come  to  Chrifl.  Where- 
fore come  you  to  Jefus,  viz.  to  his  appearance  in  you, 
by  his  divine  light  and  fpirit,  which  every  way  difco- 
vers  and  judges  the  world's  nature,  fpiriti  and  image 
in  you :  for  to  him  is  all  judgment  committed,  and  he 
will  reveal  the  Father  5  yea,  "  he  that  hath  feen  the 
"  Son,  has  likewife  feen  the  Father/"  for  he  is  in 
the  Father,  and  the  Father  is  in  bim.  If,  now,  the 
manifcflation  of  Jefus  in  you,  as  well  of  the  Father  as 
of  the  Son,  is  the  foundation  of  your  knowledge,  fo 
that  God  and  Chrifl,  *'  whom  to  know  is  life  eter- 
*^  nal,*'*  are  become  the  holy.Objcft  of  your  worftiipj 
then  are  you  real  worfhippers  in  his  fpirit  and  truths 
then  are  you  come  out  from  the  workmanfhip^  from 
the  will  and  imaginations  of  yoiur  own  fpirits,   and 

'Da&.  xii.  II.        tz  TkeC  n.  4..    :  AJ^ha  xvi»  8.        '  MaU 
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from  all  human  worfliip^  and  are  come  to  the  Wdrfbip 
of  the  Spirit  of  the  living  God^  and  to  live  in  him, 
be  led  and  moved  by  him  in  all  godly  performances ^ 
for  the  Jpirit  of  man  only  knows  the  things  of  fnoHf 
but  the  Spirit  of  God  knows  and  reveals  the  things  of 
God.**  And  this  worlhip  of  his  kingdom  and  church 
has  Chrift  raifed  up  again  in  thefe  our  days>  which 
was  fet  up  by  Chrift  fixteen  hundred  years  ago.  And 
in  this  worfhip  have  the  true  followers  worfliippcd 
the  Father,  before  the  great  apoftacy  from  the  fpirit 
and  power  of  the  Lx)rd  broke  in  upon  the  primitive 
ages  of  the  church :  and.  after  fuch  a  glorious  manner 
ihall  it  be  reftored  j  yea,  fo  it  is  already  with  many 
thoufands^  whom  Godj  through  the  appearance  of 
Chrift  in  the  heart,  has  gathered,  both  in  our  and 
other  countries,  whereby  he  has  judged  them  as  men 
in  the  flefti  (in  their  fleflily  lufts,  in  their  flefhly  wor- 
fliips)  that  they  might  live  unto  God  and  Chrift,  who 
quickened  them  by  the  death  of  the  crofs,  andjuftified 
them  as  men  in  the  Spirit  rifen  from  the  dead. 

Glory  be  therefore  to  God,  who  lives  and  reigns  on 
high,  that  that  dark  and  forrowful  night  is  vanifhing, 
and  that  the  fun-rifing  of  the  eternal  day  has  already 
appeared,  and  is  arifing  more  and  more  over  the  na- 
tions in  the  world;  in  which  day,  "  Babylon,  the 
*'  mother  of  harlots,  [falfe-worlhippers]  Ihall  come 
•*  in  remembrance  before  the  God  of  the  whole  earth;"" 
viz.  That  Babylon,  which  has  followed  merchandizing 
with  tht  fcripture,  and  with  the  fouls  of  men,  and  has 
perfecuted  the  fpiritual  feed,  the  children  of  God,  and 
faithful  witnefles  of  Jefus  (although  clothed  in  faek* 
cloth)  i  becaufe  they  would  not  receive  her  mark^ 
and  her  fine  linen  too,  nor  fubmit  to  her  flefhly  birth, 
invention,  profeflion,  worfhip,  and  dominion. 

This  Babylon  lives  but  too  much  yet  in  every  one, 
of  all  forts  of  people  or  profefTors,  by  whom  the  truth 
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is  held  in  unrightcoufncfs.  When  they  fee  not  through 
the  light  of  the  Sprit  of  Chrift,  and  when  their  know- 
ledge and  worfhip  of  God  is  not  received  and  per- 
formed by  that  fame  blefled  Spirit;  there,  I  fay,  is 
Babylon,  that  is,  confufion :  "  Oh,  come  out  of  her, 
*'  my  people  I'*  faith  the  Lord,  "  and  I  will  receive 
*^  you." 

He  that  calls  God  his  Father,  and  is  not  Born  of 
God ;  he  that  calls  Chrift  Lord,  and  not  by  the  Holy 
Spirit,  but  mean  while  is  ferving  another  matter;  thofc 
that  attribute  to  themfelves  the  words  of  the  tegene^ 
tated^  their  revelations  and  experiences,  when  they 
are  yet  unregeneratedy  and  have  no  part  therein,  but 
endeavour  in  all  thefe  things  to  make  themfelves  a 
fair  covering ;  they  Ihall  experience,  in  the  day  of  the 
Lord,  that  it  (hall  profit  them  nothing :  for  '^  Wo  to 
**  thofe,"  faid  the  Lord,  "  that  cover  with  a  covering, 
**  and  not  of  my  Spirit;  that  take  counfel,  but  not 
**  of  me.P"  Let,  therefore,  all  thofe  that  are  yet  in 
Babylon,  haften  out  of  her  fpeedily ;  and  you  that  are 
in  th^  Juburbs  of  that  great  city,  haften  you  away; 
yea,  make  hafte  with  all  fpeed !  prepare  yourfelves  to 
meet  the  Lamb,  your  bridegroom ;  who  comes  now 
to  you,  who  are  mourning,  hungering,  and  thirfting, 
after  him,  to  lead  you  out  of  your  bewildered  ftates, 
to  his  faving  light,  and  blefled  appearance ;  for  nowv 
he  fees  you,  and  now  he  calls  you,  and  knocks  at 
your  doors  to  come  in  unto  you :  and  therefore  open 
ye  unto  him,  and  let  him  in ;  let  him  no  longer  lie  in 
the  manger,'  nor  at  your  doors ;  but  rather  give  him 
your  hearts,  and  let  him  reign  over  you  as  a  King, 
for  he  has  bought  us  with  his  own  precious  blood, 
and  is  therefore  worthy  that  we  ferve  and  honour  him, 
and  that  he  reign  over  us ;  and  that  he  be  our  King 
and  Lawgiver,  who  gave  his  own  life  for  us,  that  wc 
ihould  not  periflb,  but  have  everlafting  life  in  him/ 
He  has  laid  down  his  life  for  you,  and  can  you  not 
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lay  down  your  fins  for  his  fake  i  yea^  for  yotlr  tmti 
fakes?  Confider  that  he  defcended  from  the  glory  of 
his  Father^  to  bring  you  to  glory ;  and  can  you  not 
depart  from  the  withering  glory  of  this  world,  that 
you  may  inherit  his  glory,  which  is  everlafting  ?  It  is 
that  wrong  falfe  feif»  in  man,  which  only  hinders  it; 
it  is  that  only  which  objeds  againft  it,  that  confultS) 
and  endeavours  to  avoid  the  crofs. 

This  Jelf 9  has  in  all  times  been  defirous  to  be  in 
great  efteem,  and  has  therefore,  in  all  ages,  hindered 
men  from  doing  the  .will  of  God  on  earth,  as  it  is  in 
heaven :  but  where  /elf  is  difannuUed,  and  men  have 
had  no  great  efteem  for  the  felfifh  part,  but  have 
humbled  themfelves  to  the  death  of  the  crofs  of  Chrift, 
that  he  might  deliver  them  from  the  "  wrath  to 
**  come,"  and  give  them  ^*  an  inheritance  in  the 
*^  kingdom  of  his  Father,"  there  the  will  of  God 
will  be  done  on  earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven,  and  therein 
will  the  heavenly  Father  be  glorified.  On  the  con- 
trary, thofe  that  live  in  fin,  they  are  in  communion 
with  the  devil,  and  drink  his  cup  of  unrighteoufnefs : 
which,  however  it  is  fweet  in  the  mouth,  is  afterwards 
bitter  in  the  belly ;  and  though  it  be  fweet  here  for  a 
time,  it  fliall  afterwards  be  crabbed  and  diftafleful. 
Again,  the  cup  of  Chrift  is  here  bitter  in  the  mouth, 
but  fweet  hereafter  in  the  belly ;  here  four,  but  here- 
after pleafant :  '*  You,"  faid  he,  "  fliall  weep  and  la- 
"  ment,  but  the  world  ftiall  rejoice:*"  but  obfervc 
the  end  hereof;  "  Your  forrow  fliall  be  turned  into 
'^  joy>  but  their  rejoicing  into  weeping." 

And  this  is  therefore  the  word  of  truth;  no  man 
Ihall  enjoy  the  cup  of  blefling,  or  drink  out  of  the 
cup  of  faivation,  but  he  that  has  firft  drank  of  the 
cup  of  tribulation ;  he  that  has  firft  known  his  fellow- 
Ihip  with  the  fufferings  of  Chrift,  and  of  his  holy 
myftical  crofs;  for  thofe  that  fuffer  with  him,  fludl 
ceign  with  him,  and  no  crofs,  no  crown. 

•  John  xvi.  20. 
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Lean  then  upon  his  bread,  for  fo  does  the  bride  in 
ipirit.  Truft  in  him,  and  not  in  man,'  nor  in  your- 
felves ;  for  he  will  guide  you  beft,  becaufe  he  is  given 
you  of  God  to  be  your  heavenly  guide.  And  if  it 
ihould  be  in  a  way  under  the  crofs  (which  way  is 
proper  to  him)  yet  it  is,  notwithftanding,  a  way  of 
joy  and  pleafantnefs,  and  all  his  holy  paths  are  peace 
jto  thofe  that  love  him.  O,  therefore,  feel  his  holy 
iJrawings,  and  wait  in  his  light  upon  his  holy  movings 
in  your  fouls !  *'  Stand  Jiill,  and  fee  his  Jahation 
•^  wrought  in  you,  by  his  own  arm^'^  that  you  may 
know  him  to  be  Jefus  indeed  %  viz.  a  Saviour^  as  well 
from  your  fins  hercy  as  from  the  wrath  to  come ;  and 
chat  he  may  prcferve  you  from  vain  thoughts,  vain 
words,  and  vain  converfations,  yea,  from  the  volun- 
tary worlhip  of  this  world,  and  from  the  flavilh  fear 
of  man  j  to  the  end,  that  he  may  work  his  own  work 
in  you,  and  make  you  conformable  to  his  own  blefled 
images  and  that  you  may  be  made  free  by  the  Liord, 
through  the  power  of  his  everlafting  gofpel,  which  is 
now  again  founded  forth,  by  his  own  angel,  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  earth,  calling  with  a  loud  voice, 
^'  Fear  God,  and  give  glory  to  him,  for  the  hour  of 
*^  his  judgment  is  come."^"  And  you  mull  feel  this 
judgment  in  your  hearts,  that  the  prince  of  this  world, 
with  all  his  evil  Jeedy  with  all  his  wrong  flants  and 
appearances,  may  be  judged  in  you  j*  and  that  you 
may  be  witnefTes  upon  earth  for  God,  and  the  Lamb, 
that  fits  upon  the  throne,  againft  all  darknefs  of  men 
and  devils  •,  nay,  againft  death,  hell,  and  the  grave  j 
and  that  God  may  blefs  you  with  all  forts  of  bleflings 
in  Chrift  Jefus. 

But  yet  I  find  myfelf  prefled  in  fpirit  to  give  you 
one  warning  more,  viz.  that  you  would  not  longer  ufe 
vain  words  (though  true  in  themfelves)  becaufe  they 
are  worth  nothing  j  for  they  take  God's  name  in  vain, 
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that  ufe  it  without  life  and  power :  and  I  intreat  all 
thofe  chat  endeavour  to  know  God,  and  come  up  to 
the  true  life  of  his  dear  Son,  that  you  make  no  profeffion 
of  worfhip,  without  the  feeling,  preparing,   and  or- 
dering of  the  true  and  overcoming  power  of  God;  for 
fuch  worlhip  is  not  of  God,  and  fuch  profeflbrs  are 
poor,  lean,  naked  and  miferable  people ;    yea,   they 
are  only  as  chaflF  among  the  corn :  and  therefore  be- 
ware you  of  '^  that  woman  Jezabel,    the  falfc  pro- 
«*  phetefs,''"  of  whom  the  early  Chriftians  were  warned, 
who  has  the  words y  but  not  the  life^  of  the  Son  of 
God :  her  preaching  tends  to  death ;  fhe  makes  a  talk 
of  the  found  and  fame  of  wifdom,  but  will  not  after- 
wards harbour  her,  when  Ihe  cries  in  her  ftreets  i  ihc 
awakens  none,  fhe  brings  no  man  to  God ;  fhe  does 
not  build  up  in  the  heavenly  work,  nor  adminifler  the 
right  fpiritual  bread  to  the  foul :  for  Chrifl  only  is  the 
bread  which  gives  life  eternal;'  and  thofe  that  will  eat 
of  this  bread,  mufl  firfl  come  to  him  j  let  him  into 
their  hearts,  as  Lord  and  Mafler,  to  provide  and  order 
his  to  his  praife;  and  as  fuch  muft  he  be  received,  when 
he  appears  in  their  fouls,  even  as  a  "  refiner^s  fire, 
*'  and  as  a  fuller's  foap,*"  to  purify  and  refine  from 
all  unrighteoufnefs  J    yea,    to  reveal  unto  men  their 
fins,  and  deflroy  the  fame  with  the  brightnefs  of  his 
coming,  and  with  the  Spirit  of  his  mouth,  in  which 
no  deceit  is  found.     He  is  that  light,  in  the  bright- 
nefs of  his  coming,  which  you  muft  love,  and  whofc 
teftimony  you  muft  keep ;  and  he  is  the  quickening 
Spirit,  whofe  breath  of  his  mouth  revives  the  foul, 
ftnd  deftroys  the  fin  that  flays  it :  for  all  thofe  that 
come  to  receive  him  in  this  office,  in  this  way,  and  in 
this  work,  fhall  alfo  know,  that  he  is  the  "  Lamb  of 
«  God,  which  taketh  away  the  fin  of  the  world,"  the  • 
Ipiritual  pafTover,  the  heavenly  bread,  the  true  vine, 
which  bringeth  forth  the  new  wine  of  the  kingdom; 
the  blefTed  olive-tree;  yea,  the  tree  of  life,  and  eter- 
nal falvation,  which  grows  in. the  midft  of  the  paradifc 
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» 

)f  God,  whofe  leaves  are  for   the  healing  of  the 


lations.** 


This  is  a  falutation  to  you  all,  from  the  holy  and 
'ervent  love  which  God  has  poured  into  my  heart  and 
bul;  who  am  in  a  travail  to  help  the  nations  to  be 
gathered  to  Chrift,  the  light  and  falvation  thereof; 
hat  Zion  may  be  the  joy,  and  Jerufalem  the  praife^ 
)f  the  whole  earth/    Amen,  Amen* 


W.    PENN. 


John  u  29.     I  Cor.  v.  7.     John  vL  51.     xv.  i.     jElom.  xi,  24* 
Rev,  ii.  7*        <  Ifa.  lx«  3.    Ixii.  7. 
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THIS  enfuing  journal  of  my  travels  in  Holland 
and  Germany,  in  the  fcrvice  of  the  gofpel  of 
my  Lord  and  Saviour  Jcfus  Chrift,  was  written  for  my 
own,  and  fome  relations  and  particular  friends  fatilV 
faftion,  as  the  long  time  it  hath  lain  filent  doth  (hew : 
but  a  copy  that  was  found  amongfl:  the  late  countefs  of 
Conway's  papers  falling  into  the  hands  of  a  perfon 
that  much  frequented  that  family,  he  was  earneft  with 
me,  both  by  himfelf  and  others,  to  have  leave  to 
publifh  it  for  a  common  good :  which,  upon  perufal, 
i  have  found  a  willingnefs  to  comply  with,  hoping 
that  the  Lord  will  make  the  reading  of  it  efFe£hial  to 
fome  into  whofe  hands  it  may  fall ;  as  well  thofe  who 
have  received  a  difpenfation  of  the  fame  miniftry,  for 
their  encouragement  in  their  publick  fervice  for  God, 
as  thofe  who  are  under  the  fame  miniftry,  unto  zeal 
and  faithfulnefs. 

For  it  is  the  glorious  gofpel  day,  in  which  God  is 
exalting  his  dear  Son,  as  Prophet,  Prieft,  and  King, 
in  the  hearts  of  his  people.  Oh!  that  the  nations 
would  hear  him,  their  only  iaving  health,  and  Ifrael's 
great  Shepherd,  who  takes  feare  of  his  (heep,  that  hear 
his  voice,  and  gives  unta  them  that  follow  him,  in 
the  daily  crofs,  unto  regeneration,  eternal  life;  and 
who  hath  fent,  and  is  fending  forth,  his  fervants,  to 
gather  home  the  Iheep,  that  are  gone  aftray  in  all 
nations,  that  fo  there  may  be  but  one  Shepherd,  and 
one  fheepfold,  according  to  the  glorious  promife  made 
to  thefe  latter  times;  in  which  he  faid  he  would  be 
the  ^^  teacher  of  his  people  himfelf:-*  for  he  is  teach* 
ifig  tboufands,  by  the  light,  fpiric,  and  grace  of  his 
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Son  Christ,  in  whom  he  is  well  pleafed.  To  this, 
God  hath  lent  forth  his  fervants,  in  this  day,  to  turn 
all  people,  as  God's  call  and  vifitation  to  the  nations. 
And  bleffcd  are  all  thofe  that  hearken  to  this  tefti- 
mony,  both  mediately  and  immediately. 

For  God  is  awaking  men  to  the  knowledge  of  his 
glory,  in  the  face  or  appearance  of  Chrift,  by  his 
Spirit  in  their  hearts  and  confciencesj  which  reveals  to 
men  the  Father,  yea,  the  deep  things  of  God. 

Oh !  that  they  would  hear,  and  fear,  and  learn  the 
things  that  make  for  their  eternal  peace !  For  if  the 
righteous   fcarcely   are  faved,  where,   O  where,   Ihall 
they  appear  that  negleft  fo  great  falvation !  A  falva- 
tion  that  comes  fo  near  them,  as  to  knock  at  the  door 
of  their  hearts;   that  fearches  them,   and  tries   their  '' 
reins,  and  tells  unto  them  their  moft  inward  thoughts, 
and  brings  a  line  of  judgment  over  all  their  words 
and  works.     This  is  Chrift  Jefus,    the  light  of  the 
world,  that  was  given  of  God  for  falvation  to  the  ends 
of  the  earth.     He  has  enlightened  all,  and  ftiines  to  all, 
and  calls  all,  that  they  fhould  fee  their  fins,  and  be 
forry  for  them,  and  forfake  them,    and  take  up  his 
daily  crofs,  and  follow  him,  whom  God  hath  given  for 
an  example,  as  well  as.  a  propitiation  for  our  fins,: 
and  none  can  know  him  to  be  their  propitiation,  that 
rejeft  him  as  their  example  and  leader  in  their  lives 
and    converfations.      Wherefore,    reader,    be   ferious, 
inward,  and   inquifitive,    for   thy   foul's  fake.     What 
faith  haft  thou  ?  One  that  overcomes  the  world ;  or 
one  that  the  Ipirit  of  the  world  overcomes,  which  is 
not  the  faith  of  God's  eleft,  without  which  we  cannot 
pleafe  God ?  For  that  faith  works  by  love-,  fuch  a  love 
to  God  as  will  not  offend  him,  but  feeks  his  glory 
through   a  moft  willing  obedience  to  his  holy   will. 
BlefTed  are  the  fouls  in  which   this  love  dwells;  for 
fuch  have  none  in  heaven  but  God,  nor  in  the  earth  in 
comparifon  of  him.     As  they  receive  all  good  from 
him,  fo  they  refign  all  up  to  him ;  and  though  it  be 
through  many  tribulations  that  they  muft  attain  the 
reft  of  God,  yet  as  nothing  can  feparate  them  from 
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his  love,  fo  neither  can  any  thing  deprive  them  of 
their  reward  in  the  end. 

Wherefprc,  reader,  be  thou  perfuaded  to  take  thy 
lot  among  that  blefied  number,  if  thou  art  not  yet  one 
of  them.  Thou  feeft  the  way  to  that  divine  privilege; 
walk  in  it  j  for  the  end  crowns  all :  if  one  of  that 
number,  that  have  chofen  God  for  their  portion,  ho 
diligent,  zealous,  and  fervent  in  the  work  and  fervice 
of  God.  Redeem  thy  time,  and  run  thy  race  with 
care  and  conftancy;  looking  to  Jefus,  the  Author,  that 
he  may  be  the  Finifher  of  thy  faith.  Remember  who 
faid,  ^'  There  are  many  manfions  prepared  for  the 
"  faithful."  Do  we  believe  and  Jook  for  another 
world  ?  Let  us  not  then  live  in  this  as  if  there  were 
no  other.  Let  our  eyes  be  upon  our  better  world, 
and  live  here  as  llrangers,  that  are  but  on  our  way  to 
our  eternal  home  j  that  fo  we  may  anfwer  the  end  of 
God's  love,  by  working  out  the  falvation  of  our  own 
Ibuls,  by  his  power,  with  fear  and  trembling;  know- 
ing God  will  judge  all,  by  Chrift  Jefus,  according  to 
the  deeds  done  in  the  body. 

Reader,  this  journal  is  of  a  religious  voyage,  and 
has  fome  pafTages  in  it  that  may  engage  thy  foul  to 
ferioufnefs,  and  let  thee  fee  how  good  God  is  to  thole 
that  go  on  his  holy  errands.  Mayeft  thou  be  heartily 
afFefted  with  this  teftimony  of  his  love,  and  prefencc 
with  his  people ;  and  feel  good  defires  raifed  in  thee 
to  ferve  the  Lord  alfo,  according  to  his  blefled  will, 
in  thy  day,  that  peace  thou  mayeft  know  to  thy  foul 
when  time  here  (hall  be  no  more.     I  am. 

Thy  affured  friend  in  the  beft  things, 

W.    P  E  N  N, 


THE 


t    379    ] 


THE 


JOURNAL 


BEING  the  firft  day  of  the  week,*  I  left  my  dear 
wife  and  family*  at  Worminghurft  in  SulTex*  in 
the  fear  and  love  of  God;  and  came  well  tio  London 
that  night. 

The  next  day,**  I  employed  myfelf  on  friends  behalf^ 
that  were  in  fufferings,  till  the  evening,  and  then  went 
to  my  own  mother's  in  EfTex. 

The  next  morning*  I  took  my  journey  to  Colchef-- 
tcr,  and  met  George  Wats  of  London  upon  the  way; 
who  returned  with  me,  and  came  well  to  that  town 
that  evening.     . 

We  lodged  at  John  Furly's.  the  elder,  but  had  a 
bleffed  meeting  at  Jonathan  Furly's  houfe  that  night. 

The  next  morning**  early  I  left  Colchefter,  and  came 
to  Harwich  ^bout  noon,  accompanied  with  George 
Wats  and  John  Eurly  the  elder,  William  Tailcoat, 
and  J.  Witherly  of  Colchefterj  where  we  found  dear 
G.  F.  at  J,  Vandew^H's  houfe,  with  many  more 
friends. 

After  dinner,  we  went  all  to  the  meeting;  where 
the  Lord  gave  us  a  bleffed  earneft  of  his  love  and  prc- 
fence,  that  Ihould  be  with  us  in  this  voyage :  for  his 
holy,  overcoming,  refrefhing  power,  did  open  all  our 
hearts,  and  many  of  our  mouths  in  miniftry,  prayer,. 

An*  1677.    The  firft  figure  is  the  day  of  the  moi^th ;  the  next  tbf. 
month  ;  and  the  laft  the  day  of  the  week. 
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and  praifeSy  to  the  magnifying  of  his  own  name  and 
truth  in  that  place. 

The  meeting  done,  we  returned  to  John  Vandcwall's 
houfe,  where  we  took,  our  leave  of  friends ;  that  is  tor 
fay,  of  the  friends  of  that  place,  with  others  that 
came  with  us,  or  met  us  there :  and  fo  we  went  on 
board  of  the  packet-boat  j  where,  by  the  (pecial  fa- 
vour of  the  mailer  of  the  packets  to  me,  having  for- 
merly fervcd  under  my  father,  we  had  the  bed  accom- 
modation given  to  us.  Many  of  the  friends  acconv- 
panied  us  to  the  fhip;  not  leaving  us  till  all  was 
fixed,  and  then  we  parted  in  the  fellowlhip  of  Jefus. 

Thofe  that  came  over,  were  G.  Fox,  R.  Barclay, 
G.  K.  G,  Wats,  J.  Furly,  W.  Tailcoat,  J.  Yeamans^ 
E.  K.  myfclf,  with  two  of  our  fervants. 

We  fct  fail  about  three  in  the  morning,  being  the 
fifth  day  of  the  week  ;*  and  got  the  fixth  day  at  night' 
within  half  a  league  of  the  Brkl. 

We  had  good  fcrvice  thofe  two  days  in  the  (hip 
with  feveral  paflengers,  French  and  Dutch:  and 
though  they  feemed  at  firft  to  be  ftiy  of  us,  and  to 
flight  us,  yet  at  laft  their  hearts  were  much  opeAed 
in  kindnefs  towards  us,  and  the  univerfal  principle  had 
place. 

The  next  morning  friends',^  were  fetched  on  fliore 
by  a  boat  of  Kotterdam,  with  fome  friends  of  that 
city,  that  came  to  the  Briel  to  meet  us.  The  friends 
that  came  were  A.  Sonneman,  B.  Furly,  and  S.  John- 
fon,  Vettekeuken,  with  three  young  men  that  five  ac 
B.  Furly's  houfe. 

After  we  had  eaten,  we  took  boat  immediately  for 
Rotterdam ;  where  we  arrived  about  noon,  and  where 
many  friends  came  to  fee  us,  among  whom  we  were 
comforted. 

The  next  day,  being  the  firft  day  of  the  week,*  we 
had  two  meetings  at  B.  Furly's  houfe;  whither  reforted 
a  great  company  of  people,  fome  of  them  being  of 
the  confiderableft  note  of  that  city.    And  Oh !  bleffed 
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be  the  true  word  of  life,  that  never  faileth  them  that 
reft  upon  it,  and  abide  in  it,  the  gofpel  was  preached, 
the  dead  were  raifed,  and  the  living  comforted ;  and 
God,  even  our  God,  bore  heavenly  record  to  his  only 
begotten  Son  in  us :  and  truth  is  honourable  in  the 
eyes  of  feveral  in  that  place. 

The  next  day,  being  the  fecond  day  of  the  week,* 
we  fpent  in  vifiting  friends  from  houfe  to  houfe ;  not 
in  one  company,  being  lodged  in  feveral  quarters  of 
the  city.  All  our  vifits  were  precious  meetings  j  for, 
indeed,  for  that  end  God  brought  us  into  this  land. 

Several  of  us  dined  and  fupped  that  day  at  two 
great  mens  houfes,  where  we  had  blelTed  opportunities 
to  make  known  unto  them  what  was  the  hope  of  our 
glory;  that  myftery,  which  to  the  Gentiles  is  now  re- 
vealing, even  Chrift  Jcfus,  the  light  and  life  of  the 
world,  manifefted  in  us. 

The  next  day,  being  the  third  day  of  the  week,'' 
G.  F.  J.  F.  W.  T.  and  myfelf,  after  having  broken 
our  &ft  at  A.  Sonneman's,  took  boat  for  Leyden; 
where  we  came  that  night,  in  order  to  be  at  Haerlem 
next  day,  at  a  meeting  appointed  by  G.  F.  and  my* 
felf  from  Rotterdam:  being  accompanied  by  J.  Bo- 
cliflPs,  J.  Arents,  J.  Claus,  that  came  from  Anifter- 
dam  on  purpofe  to  condu£t  us  thither. 

At  Haerlem  we  arrived  about  the  nth  hour;*  and 
went  to  the  houfe  of  a  good  old  man,  that  had  long 
waited  for,  and  is  now  come  to  behold,  the  confola- 
tion  and  falvation  of  Ifrael. 

After  we  had  a  little  refrefhed  ourfelves,  we  went 
to  the  meeting ;  where  the  Lord  gave  us  a  bleffed 
opportunity,  not  only  with  rcfpeft  to  friends,  but 
many  fober  Baptifts  and  profefTors,  that  came  in,  and 
abode  in  the  meeting  to  the  end :  bleffed  be  the  name 
of  the  Lord. 

The  meeting  done,  we  went  to  Amfterdam,  in 
company  with  feveral  friends  of  that  city,   and  of 

*30.  £.  X,       ^  $u  5.  s#       *  !•  6.  4* 
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Alchmacr  and  Embden,  who  met  ui  at  the  meeting 
at  Hacrlem.  Wc  lodged  at  Gcrtruyd  Dirick's  houib. 

G.  K.  and  his  wife,  and  k.  B,  ftayed  over  the  fourth 
day's  meeting  at  Rotterdam,  and  fo  came  Hot  till  the 
next  day ;  which  was  the  day  of  the  general  meeting 
of  friends  in  this  country. 

The  fifth  day  of  the  week,"  at  G.  D/«  houfe,  the 
general  meeting  was  held  both  of  men  and  Women: 
and  the  Lord,  who  is  fetting  up  his  own  kingdom  by 
his  own  power,  owned  us  with  his  own  blefTed  pre- 
fence,  and  opened  us  in  that  wifdom  and  love,  that 
all  things  ended  with  peace,  great  concord  and  com- 
fort: many  things  being  fpoken,  efpecially  by  bur 
dear  friend  G.  F.  that  were  of  good  fervice ;  and,  I 
hope,  will  dwell  with  them  for  ever. 

Thefe  feveral  things  agreed  upon,  being  of  good 
favour  and  report,  I  think  fit  here  to  infert  them. 


At  the  general  meeting  of  friends  at  Amfterdatti^  the 
fecond  of  the  fixth  month,  1677. 

I.  T)  E  it  known  to  all  men.  That  the  power  of 
j)  God,  the  gofpel,  is  the  authority  of  all  our 
iticns  and  womens  meetings  j  that  every  heir  of  that 
power  is  an  heir  of  that  authority,  and  fo  beconieth  a 
living  member  of  right  of  cither  of  thofe  meetings, 
and  of  the  heavenly  fcllowfhip  and  order  in  which 
they  (land;  which  is  not  of  man,  hor  by  rriiri. 

2.  That  each  monthly  meeting  have  a,  coilciiion 
apart ;  and  alfo  that  there  be  anothet-  collefltiori  quar- 
terly at  Amfterdam  from  each  meeting  for  general 
fervicesj  and  that  it  be  not  dilpofed  of,  but  by  the 
confent  of  the  faid  quarterly  rtieeting. 

3.  It  is  agreed  upon,  that  henceforth  a  yearly  meet- 
ing be  held  here  at  Amfterdam ;  unto  which  friends 
in  the  Palatinate,  Hamburgh,  Lubeck,  arid  Fitdefick- 
ftadt,  &c.  be  invited :   of  which  meeting  there  fhall 

*  z.  6.  5, 
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he  giveft  tioticc  to  the  friends  df  the  yearly  rtieetihg; 
in  London,  to  be  kept  always  on  the  mth  day  of  that 
vreek,  which  is  fully  the  third  week  following  after 
the  yearly  meeting  at  London. 

4.  It  in  alfo  agreed  upon>  that  henceforth  this  ge- 
neral meeting  is  to  be  changed  into  a  quarterly  meet- 
ing: and  that  the  firft  quarterly  meeting  hereaftei: 
ftiall  be  on  the  fecond  fifth-day  of  the  ninth  month 
following,  and  fo  forth  every  quarter  on  the  fecofid 
fifth-day  of  the  month.  This  fecond  of  the  ninth 
month  is  to  be  this  firft  quarterly  meeting. 

5.  It  is  alfo  agreed,  that  henceforth  a  monthly  nfject- 
ing  in  Friefland  fhould  be  eftablifhed,  as  alfo  at  Rot* 
terdam;  and  that  on  the  fecond  fecond-day  of  each 
month :  and  at  Haflingen  upon  the  third  third-day  of 
the  month. 

6.  Farther,  that  in  the  interim,  the  friends  of 
Alchmaer,  Haerlem,  and  Waterland,  are  to  haVe  their 
monthly  meeting  with  friends  at  Amfterdam :  and  ta 
begin  the  faid  meeting  the  fixth  of  the  feventh  months 
and  fo  forth ;  always  upon  the  firft  fecond-day  of  the 
firft  week  of  the  month,  at  the  eighth  hour. 

7.  And  farther  concerning  gofpel  order:  though  the 
dodtrine  of  Chrift  Jefiis  requireth  his  people  to  admo« 
nilh  a  brother  or  fitter  twice,  before  they  tell  the 
church;  yet  that  limiteth  none,  fo  as  they  fhall  life 
no  longer  forbearance  before  they  tell  the  church  t 
but  ttfit  they  fhall  not  lefs  than  twice  admonifh  their 
brother  or  fiftcr,  before  they  tell  the  church.  And  it 
is  defired  of  all,  that  before  they  publickly  complain, 
they  wait,  in  the  power  of  God,  to  feel  if  thef e  is  no 
more  required  01  them  to  their  brother  or  fitter,  be* 
fore  they  expofc  him  or  her  to  the  church.  Let  thii 
be  weightily  confidered. 

8.  And  farther,  when  the  church  is  told,  and  tht 
party  admonifhed  by  the  church  again  and  again,  and 
he  or  fhe  remain  ftill  unfenfible  and  unreconciled  s  let 
not  finsll  judgntent  gO  forth  againft  him  or  her,  till 
every  one  of  the  meeting  hath  cleafdd  his  dr  her  cbri- 
i^ience :,  that  if  any  thiing  be  infifted  upon  any  far- 
ther 
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ther  to  vifit  fuch  a  tranfgrefror,  they  may  clear  them^ 
lelves;  if  poflibly  the  party  may  be  reach/ed  and  faTed. 
And  after  all  are  clear  of  the  blood  of  fuch  an  one^ 
let  the  judgment  of  friends,  in  the  power  of  God,  go 
forth  againft  him  or  her,  as  moved  for  the  Loras 
honour  and  glory's  fake :  that  no  reproach  may  coni€ 
or  reft  upon  God's  holy  name,  truth,  and  people. 

9.  As  much  as  poflibly  can  be,  let  all  differences 
be  ended  by  fome  honeft  friends  j  and  trouble  not  the 
monthly  or  quarterly  meetings  with  them :  and  if  that 
will  not  do,  proceed  to  your  particular  monthly  meet* 
ings.  But  if  they  be  not  there  ended  neither,  then 
take  afide  fix  honeft  friends  out  of  the  quarterly  meet- 
ing, and  let  them  hear  and  determine  the  matter. 
And  in  cafe  any  perfon  or  perfons  be  fo  obftinate,  as 
that  they  refufe  the  fenfe  and  love  of  friends,  and 
will  not  comply  with  them,  then  to  proceed  towards 
them  according  to  the  way  of  truth  in  fuch  cafes. 

ID.  That  all  fuch  as  behold  their  brother  or  fifter 
in  a  tranigreflion,  go  not  in  a  rough,  light,  or  up- 
braiding ^irit  to  reprove  or  admonifli  him  or  her, 
but  in  the  power  of  the  Lord,  and  Spirit  of  the  Lamb, 
in  the  wifdom  and  love  of  the  truth,  which  fuffereth 
thereby,  to  admonifh  fuch  an  offender.  So  may  thp 
foul  of  fuch  a  brother  or  fifter  be  feafonably  and  ef- 
fefhially  reached  unto,  and  overcome,  and  have  caufe 
to  blefs  the  name  of  the  Lord  on  their  behalf:  and  fo 
a  blcfling  may  be  rewarded  mto  the  bofpm  of  the 
faithful  and  tender  brother  or  fifter  that  fo  admo- 
niflxeth. 

II.  And  be  it  known  unto  all,  we  caft  out  none 
from  among  us :  for  if  they  go  from  the  light,  and 
fpirit,  and  power  in  which  our  unity  is,  they  caft  out 
themfelves.  And  it  has  been  our  way  to  admonifli 
them,  that  they  may  come  to  the  fpirit  and  light  of 
God  which  they  are  gone  from,  and  fo  come  into  the 
unity  again.  For  our  fellowfliip  ftandeth  in  the  light, 
which  the  world  hateth,  and  in  the  ipirit,  which  the 
world  grieveth,  vexethj  and  quencheth;  and  ,if  they 
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will  not  hear  our  admonitions^  the  light  condemneth 
them ;  and  then  goeth  our  teftimony  out  againft  theol. 

12.  That  no  condemnation  is  to  go  farther  than  the 
tranfgrefliort  is  known ;  and  if  he  or  fhe  returh,  and 
give  forth  a  condemnation  againft  him  or  herfelf, 
which  is  more  defirable  than  that  we  fhould  do  it, 
this  is  a  teftimony  of  his  or  her  repentance  and  refur- 
rcftion  before  God,  his  people,  and  the  whole  world  t 
ss  David)  when  Nathan  came  to  admoniih  him> 
E^faLli. 

13.  That  no  teftimony  by  way  of  condemnation  be 
g^ren  forth  againft  any  man  or  woman,  whatever 
crime  they  commit,  before  admonition,  aind  till  fuch 
time  as  they  have  had  gofpel  o!rder,  according  to 
Chrift's  doftrine. 

14*  And  if  any  brother  or  fifter  hear  any  report  of 
any  brother  or  fifter,  let  him  or  her  go  to  the  party, 
and  know  the  truth  of  the  report ;  and,  if  true,  let 
the  thing  be  judged;  if  falfe,  go  then  to  the  reporter, 
and  let  him  or  her  be  judged.  And  if  any  fhould 
report  it  at  a  fecond  or  third  hand,  Without  going  to 
the  party  of  whom  the  report  goeth,  let  fuch  be 
brought  to  judgment :  **  For  thou  Ihalt  neither  j^aife, 
^^  fior  fufFer,  a  falfe  report  to  lie  upon  my  people, 
^^  faith  the  Lord  j"  for  they  are  to  be  holy  as  he  is 
boly,  and  j  uft  as  he  is  j  uft. 

15.  And  if  any  controverfy,  or  weaknefs,  (hould 
ippear  in  either  mens  or  womens  meetings,  let  it  not 
be  told  out  of  your  meetings  j  becaufe  fuch  fpeecheS 
tend  to  the  defaming  of  fuch  pcrfons  and  mieetings, 
ind  to  the  hurt  of  the  common  unity,  and  breach  df 
the  heavenly  fociety  and  privilege. 

This  is  an  account  of  what  pafted  m  that  meeting. 

Next  day,*  notice  being  already ,  given,  we  hid  a 
large  publick  meeting,,  in  which  the  found  of  the 
sverlafting  gofpel,  teftament  and  covenant  went  forthi 

■  5.  &•  64 
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and  the  meeting  ended  with  a  fweet  and  weighty 
fenfc. 

That  evening  we  had  a  more  fclefl:  meeting  of 
friends  than  the  day  before,  in  which  the  nature  of 
marriage,  and  the  praftice  of  friends  relating  to  it, 
and  other  things,  were  very  weightily  and  clofely  dif- 
courfed.     The  refolutions  were  thefe  following : 

I.  A  fcruple  concerning  the  law  of  the  magiftratc 
about  marriage,  being  propofed  and  difcourfed  of  in 
the  fear  of  God  among  friends,  in  a  feleft  meeting,  it 
was  the  univerfal  and  unanimous  fenfe  of   friends, 

*  That  joining  in  marriage  is  the  work  of  the  Lord 

*  only,  and  not  of  prieft  or  magiftrate/  For  it  is 
God's  ordinance,  and  not  man's  i  and  therefore  friends 
cannot  confcnt  that  they  Ihould  join  them  together: 
for  we  marry  none  j  it  is  the  Lord's  work,  and  we  arc 
but  witnefles. 

a.  But  yet  if  a  friend,  through  tendemefs,  have  a 
defire  that  the  magiftrate  fhould  know  it  before  the 
marriage  be  concluded,  they  may  publifh  the  fame, 
after  the  thing  hath  by  friends  been  found  clear ;  and, 
after  the  marriage  is  performed  in  a  publick  meeting 
of  friends  and  others,  according  to  the  holy  order  and 
practice  of  friends  in  truth  throughout  the  world,  (the 
manner  of  the  holy  men  and  women  of  old)  may  go 
and  carry  a  copy  of  a  certificate  to  the  magiftrate^ 
and  they  are  left  to  their  freedom  herein,  that  if  they 
pleafe  they  may  regifter  it.  But  for  priefts  or  magis- 
trates to  marry,  or  join  any  in  that  relation,  it  is  not 
according  to  fcripture ;  and  our  teftimony  and  praftice 
have  been  always  againft  it.  It  was  God's  work  before 
the  fall,  and  it  is  God's  work  only  in  the  reftoration. 

3.  If  any  friend  have  it  upon  him  to  reprint  any 
book  already  printed,  and  approved  either  iji  England 
or  here,  they  may  do  it  upon  their  own  charges. 

4.  It  is  alfo  agreed,  that  the  care  of  reading  and 
approving  books  be  laid  upon  fome  of  every  meeting; 
to  the  end  no  book  be  publifhed  but  in  the  unity: 
yet  any  other  faithful  friends,  not  fo  nominated,  arc 
not  thereby  excluded.    Though  in  all  thefe  cafes  it  is 

defired, 
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defired^  that  all  would  avoid  unneceflary  difputes  about 
words>  which  profit  not,  but  kefep  in  the  love  that 
cdifieth. 

5,  It  is  farther  concluded,  that  the  general  ftock  of 
the  quarterly  meeting  be  not  difpofed  of,  but  by  the 
confent  of  the  quarterly  meeting.  But  if  betwixt 
times  there  (hall  be  a  prefling  neceffity  concerning  the 
publick,  let  that  montnly  meeting,  where  it  ftiall  fall 
out,  lay  down  the  money,  and  give  in  an  account  at 
the  next  quarterly  meeting,  in  order  to  their  relief^ 
if  it  appear  that  they  arc  thereby  overcharged.  And 
let  all  things  be  done  without  favour,  afFe£tion,  rela- 
tion, or  any  refpeft  to  perfons,  ^ven  for  the  Lord^s 
fake,  and  his  bleffed  everlafting  trutbj  that  God  may 
blefs  and  profper  his  people. 

And  let  all  things  be  written  down,  both  as  to  your 
monthly  and  quarterly  meeting  colledions  j  what  you 
receive,  and  what  you  difburfe :  that  all  may  be  fait 
and  clear  to  the  fatisfaAion  of  all  that  dcfire  to  fee 
and  examine  the  books. 

And  the  Lord's  fear,  and  life,  and  power  was  over 
all,  in  which  the  Lord  God  prefeivc  his  for  ever. 

The  next  d^y,  being  the  feventh  day  of  the  week,* 
was  employed  in  vifiting  of  friends,  and  preparing 
ourfclves  for  a  farther  journey  :  that  is  to  fay,  G.  K* 
R.  B.  B.  F.  and  myfelfT 

Finding  letters  here  from  the  friends  of  Dantzick, 
complaining  of  their  heavy  fufFerings  they  underwent ^ 
informing  us  alfo  that  the  king  of  Poland  was  there^ 
and  aiking  advice  about  an  addrefs  to  him ;  it  fell  up- 
on me  to  write  the  following  letter,  in  the  name  of 
the  friends  of  Dantzick. 

•  4«  6.  7. 
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To  the  K  I  N  G    of    P  O  L  A  N  D^ 

Great  Prince  ! 

A  CTIONS  of  juftice,  mercy  and  truth,  arc  worthy 
jr\^  of  all  men  J  but  in  a  moft  excellent  manner  of  the 
lerious  confideration  of  kings  and  princes.  Wc,  ccr-^ 
tain  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Dantzick,  have  been 
long  great  fufferers^  not  for  any  wickednefs  committed 
a^ainft  the  royal  law  of  God,  or  any  breach  of  thofe 
civil  laws  of  this  city,  that  relate  to  the  well-govern- 
ment of  it  in  all  natural  and  civil  things ;  but  purely 
and  only  for  the  caufe  of  our  tender  confciences  to« 
wards  God. 

This  feverity  being  by  us  reprefented  to  the  magif- 
trates  of  this  city,  we  could  not  as  yet  receive  from 
them  any  relief;  fome  exprefllng,  as  if  eafing  the 
burden  of  our  oppreflions,  fhould  give  thee,  O  King, 
an  occafion  of  diiTatisfadion  againft  them,  who  art 
our  acknowledged  protestor. 

Being  thus  necelTitated,  and  in  a  manner  driven  to 
make  this  addrefs  unto  thee,  take  it  not  amifs  that 
ve,  with  that  humility  and  patience  that  become  the 
fervants  and  followers  of  Jefus,  and  with  all  manner 
of  Chriftian  rcfpeft  and  fincerity  of  mind,  briefly  re- 
late tp  thee  the  mod  fundamental  principles  moft 
flirely  believed  by  us:  which,  we  hope,  thou  wilt 
believe  deferve  not  thofe  puniihments  that  are  inflided 
upoii  us  as  evil-doers. 

1.  We  do  reverently  believe,,  That  there  is  One 
God  and  Father,  One  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  One  Holy 
Spirit,  and  thefe  Three  are  One.     Eph.  iv.  6. 

2.  We  believe  the  fqriptures  of  the  Old  and  New 
Teftament  to  have  been  given  forth  by  divine  infpira- 
tion  J  and  they  are  profitable  for  doftrine,  for  reproof, 
for  correftion,  for  inftrudion  in  righteoufnefs ;  "able 
<^  to  make  the  man  of  God  wife  unto  falvation, 
<^  through  faith  which  i^  in  Chrift  Jefus.'*    2  Tim.  iii. 

3.  That 
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3.  That  thefe  holy  fcriptures  are  not  to  be  under- 
ftood^  but  by  the  difcoveries,  teachings,  and  opera- 
tions of  that  Eternal  Spirit  from  whence  they  came. 

4.  We  believe  that  all  mankind,  through  difobe- 
dience  to  the  Spirit  of  God,  are  fallen  Ihort  of  th^ 
glory  of  God,  and  in  that  ftate  are  under  condemna- 
tion :  but  that  God,  out  of  his  infinite  goodnefs  and 
kindnefs,  hath  fent  his  Son  a  light  into  the  worlds  that 
whofoever  believeth  and  obeyeth  this  light>  fhould  not 
abide  in  darknefs,  but  have  the  light  of  eternal  life. 

5.  We  believe  this  gift  of  light  and  grace,  through 
Jefus  Chrift,  to  be  univerfal  j  and  that  there  is  not  a 
man  or  woman  upon  earth  that  hath  not  a  fufficient 
meafure  of  this  light,  and  to  whom  this  grace  hath 
not  appeared,  to  reprove  their  ungodly  works  of  dark- 
nefs^ and  to  lead  them  that  obey  it  to  eternal  falva^ 
tion.  And  this  is  the  great  condemnation  of  the 
world  at  this  day,  under  all  their  great  profeflions  of 
God,  Chrift,  Spirit,  and  fcriptures,  that  though  Chrift 
hath  enlightened  them,  yet  they  will  not  bring  their 
deeds  to  the  light,  but  hate  the  light,  and  love  their 
dark  cuftoms  and  pradtices  rather  than  the  light,  be- 
caufe  their  deeds  are  evil. 

6.  We  do  believe  in  the  birth,  life,  doftrine,  rtii- 
racles,  death,  refurredtion  and  afcenfion  of  Jefus  Chrift 
JOur  Lord ;  and  that  he  laid  down  his  life  for  the  un- 
godly, not  to  continue  fo,  but  that  they  fhould  deny 
their  wickednefs  and  ungodlinefs,  and  live  foberly, 
righteoufly,  and  godlikely  in  this  prefent  evil  world ; 
as  the  faints  of  old  did,  that  were  redeemed  from  the 
earth,  and  fat  in  heavenly  places. 

7.  We  do  believe,  that  as  the  devil,  through  man^s 
difobedience,  brought  fin  into  man's  heart,  fo  Chrift 
Jefus,  through  man's  belief  in,  and  obedience  to,  his 
Ixoly  Spirit,  light,  and  grace,  cleanfeth  the  heart  of 
fin,  deftroyeth  the  works  of  the  devil,  finifheth  tratiC- 
greffion,  and  bringeth  in  everlafting  righteoufnefs : 
that  as  the  devil  hath  had  his  kingdom  of  darknefs  ih 
man,  fo  Chrift  may  have  his  kingdom  of  light>  lif^^ 
righteoufnefsj  peace  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft  in  thb 
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heart  of  man :  and  not  that  Chrift  Jcfus  faveth  men 
from  wrath,  and  not  from  fin:  ^*  For  the  wages  of 
'*  fin  is  death/'  in  whofe  heart  foever  it  liveth;  but 
the  gift  of  God  is  eternal  life,  to  all  that  believe  an4 
obey,  through  Jefus  Chrift. 

8.  We  do  believe,  that  all  true  miniftry  and  wor- 
(hip  only  ftand  in  the  experimental  fenfe,  operations 
and  leadings  of  this  holy  light,  fpirit,  or  grace,  that 
is  fhed  abroad  in  the  hearts  of  men  and  women,  to 
conduA  them  in  the  holy  way  of  regeneration  unto 
life  eternal.  This  was  the  ancient,  apoftolical  doc- 
trine s  they  fpoke  what  they  had  feen,  tafted  and  han- 
dled of  the  word  of  God.  And  this  is  our  faith, 
dodrine,  and  pradice  in  this  day. 

And  be  not  difpleafed  with  us,  O  king,  we  intreat 
thee,  if  we  give  this  for  the  reafon  of  our  abfenting 
ourfelves  from  the  publick  and  common  miniftry  or 
worfliip ;  namely,  that  we  have  no  tafte  or  relifti,  no 
fenfe  or  evidence,  that  their  miniftry  or  worfliip  arc 
authorized  and  performed  by  the  apoftolical  power 
and  Spirit  of  Jefus  j  but  rather  that  they  are  the  in- 
ventions, ftudies  and  powers  of  man's  nature:  all 
which  are  but  ftrange  fire,  and  therefore  cannot  kin- 
dle a  true  and  acceptable  facrifice  to  God. 

For  it  is  not  man's  fpirit  and  degenerate  nature 
fpeaking  and  profefling  the  words  of  God's  Spirit,  that 
giveth  acceptance  with  the  Lord,  or  adminiftreth  hea- 
venly edification  to  men.  Nor  can  we  believe,  that 
where  envy,  paflion,  wrath,  malice,  perfecution,  envy,, 
and  ftrife,  lufts,  vanity,  wantonnefs,  and  worldly-p 
mindednels  have  fuch  a  fway  and  power,' that  the  true 
Chriftian  fpirit,  life,  and  doftrine  can  be  heartily  re- 
ceived and  followed. 

And  as  this  is  the  reafon,  in  the  fight  and  prefence 
of  that  God  that  made  heaven  and  earth,  and  will 
judge  the  quick  and  the  dead,  wherefore  we  cannot 
join  in  the  common  and  publick  worfliip  of  thefe 
parts;  fo  doth  the  fame  light  and  Spirit  of  God  lay 
an  holy  neceflity  upon  us,  with  a  meek  and  quiet  fpi»- 
rit,  to  come  together  after  the  manner  of  the  ancient 
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Chriftians,  that  were  Ae  true  followers  of  Jefus ;  and 
with  godly  fear,  and  a  retired  mind,  to  wait  upon 
God,  and  meditate  in  his  holy  law  of  life,  that  he 
hath  writ  in  our  hearts,  according  to  his  new-covenant 
promife:  that  he  may  feed  us,  teach  us,  ftrengthen 
us,  and  comfort  us  in  our  inward  man.  And  as  by 
this  holy  Spirit,  according  to  the  praftice  of  the 
churches  of  old,  any  are  inclined  or  moved  to  re- 
prove, exhort,  admonifh,  praife,  or  pray,  we  are  found 
cxercifed  in  thefe  holy  pra6tices. 

Now,  O  prince !  Give  us,  poor  Chriftians,  leave  to 
expoftulate  with  thee :  Did  Chrift  Jefus,  or  his  holy 
followers,  endeavour  by  precept  or  example  to  fet  up 
their  religion  with  a  carnal  fword  ?  Called  he  any 
troops  of  men  or  angels  to  defend  him  ?  Did  he  en- 
courage Peter  to  difpute  his  efcape  with  the  fword  ? 
But  did  he  not  fay,  "  Put  it  up  ?"  Or  did  he  counte- 
nance his  over-zealous  difciples,  when  they  would 
have  had  fire  from  heaven  to  deftroy  thofe  that  were 
not  of  their  mind?  No:  but  did  not  Chrift  rebuke 
them,  faying,  "  Ye  know  not  what  fpirit  ye  are  of?" 
And  if  it  was  neither  Chrift's  Spirit,  nor  their  own 
fpirit  that  would  have  fire  from  heaven.  Oh !  what  is 
that  fpirit  that  would  kindle  fire  on  earth,  to  deflroy 
fuch  as  peaceably  difTent  upon  the  account  of  con- 
fcience  ?  If  we  may  not  wifh  that  God  would  fmitc 
men  of  other  judgments,  becaufe  they  differ  from  us, 
(in  which  there  is  no  ufe  of  carnal  weapons)  can  we 
fo  far  deceive  ourfelves,  as  to  efteem  ourfelves  Chrif- 
tians, and  followers  of  Chrift,  whilft  we  encourage 
men  with  worldly  weapons  to  perfecute  fuch  as  difTent 
from  us  ? 

O  king!  When  did  the  true  religion  perfecute? 
When  did  the  true  church  offer  violence  for  religion  ? 
Were  not  her  weapons  prayers,  tears,  and  patience? 
Did  not  Jefus  conquer  by  thofe  weapons,  and  van- 
Guifb  cruelty  by  fufFering  ?  Can  clubs  and  ftaves,  and 
(words  and  prifons,  and  banifhments  reach  the  foul, 
convert  the  heart,  or  convince  the  underftanding  of 
inan  ?  When  did  violence  ever  make  a  true  convert, 
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or  bodUy' puniihment  a  fincere  Chriftian?  This  makcth 
void  the  end  of  Chrift's  coming,  which  is  to  fave  mens 
lives,  and  not  to  deftroy  thfcm  j  to  ferjuade  them,  and 
not  to  force  them;  yea,  it  robbeth  God's  Spirit  of  its 
ofHce,  which  is  to  "  convince  the  world :"  that  is  the 
fword  by  which  the  ancient  Chriftians  overcame.  It 
was  the  apoflles  teftimony,  that  their  weapons  were 
not  carnal,  but  fpiritual:  but  the  pradlice  of  their 
pretended  fucceflbrs  proveth,  that  their  weapons  are 
not  fpiritual,  but  carnal,  '  . 

Suppofe  we  are  tares,  as  the  true  wheat  hath  always 
been  called ;  yet  pluck  us  not  up,  for  Chrift's  fake, 
who  faith,  **  Let  the  tares  and  the  wheat  grow  toge- 
**  ther  until  the  harveftj"  that  is,  **  until  the  end  of 
^*  the  world,"  Let  God  have  his  due,  as  well  as 
Csefar;  the  judgment  of  confcience  belongeth  to  himj 
and  miftakes  about  religion  are  beft  known  to  him. 

And  here  give  us  leave  to  mind  thee  of  a  noble  fay- 
ing of  one  of  thy  anceftors,  Stephen  king  of  Poland ; 

*  I  am  king  of  men,  not  of  confciences ;  king  of  bo- 
^  dies,  not  of  fouls:'  and  there  have  been  found,  and 
ftill  are,  among  the  emperors,  kings,  princes,  and 
ilates  of  the  world,  fome  that  have  had  that  noble 
fpirjt  of  indulging  their  confcientious  diflenting  fub- 
jcftsi  and  not  only,  with  Gamaliel  and  Gallio,  not 
to  perfecute,  but  alfo  eminently  to  protett  and  defend 
them  from  the  hatred  and  violence  of  their  enemies, 
Be  not  thou  Icfs  noble  than  they :  confider  how  quietly 
and  comfortably  our  friends  live  under  other  govern-^ 
ments. 

And  indeed  we  conceive  it  to  be  the  prudence  of 
the  kings  and  dates  of  the  world;  for,  if  the  wife 
man  faith  true,  <*  The  glory  of  a  prince  is  in  the  mul- 
**  titude  of  his  people:"  but  this  pra(^ice  faith,  *  Nqj 

*  the  glory  of  a  prince  is  in  the  conformity  of  the 
^  people  to  the  canons  of  the  clergy;'  wlpch  feemeth 
to  ftrike  at  all  civil  fociety,  which  confifteth  in  men  of 
virtue,  parts,  arts,  and  induftry.  But  let  men  have 
never  fuch  excellent  abilities,  be  never  fo  honell, 
p^aceable^    and  induilriQus,   all  which  render  them 
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good  and  profitable  Ilibjc<5ks  to  the  prince,  yet  they 
nauft  not  live  within  their  native  country,  unlefs  they 
will  facrifice  the  peace  of  their  confciences,  by  an 
hypocritical  fubmiffion  to  the  canons  ^nd  falhions  of 
the  church.  Is  not  this,  O  prince!  to  fet  the  church 
above  the  ftate  ?  The  bifhop  aboye  the  king  ?  ^o  wafl:^ 
and  give  away  tha^  ftrength  and  glory  of  a  kingdom  ? 

O  that  thou  mayeft  be  wife,  even  in  thy  generation, 
and  ufe  the  power  that  God  ha$  given  thee,  for  God, 
and  (truth,  and  righteoufnefs  j  that  therein  thou  mayeft 
be  like  unto  God,  who,  Peter  telleth  us,  "  accepteth 
*^  of  all  that  fear  him,  and  work  righteoufnefs, 
^^  throughout  the  world :  whofe  fun  ll^ineth  upon  all, 
*^  whofe  rain  cometh  upon  all." 

And  left  any  fhould  be  fo  injurious  to  us,  as  to  ren- 
der us  enemies  to  civil  government  j  be  it  known  unto 
thee,  O  king !  that  we  honour  all  men  in  the  Lord, 
not  with  the  vain  invented  honours  of  this  world;^  but 
with  the  true  and  folid  honour  that  cpmcth  from 
^bovej.but  much  pnore  kings,  and  thofe  whom  God 
hath  placed  in  authority  over  us :  for  we  believe  ma- 
giftracy  to  be  both  lawful  and  ufeful,  for  the  terrify- 
ing of  evil-doers,  apd  the  praife  and  encouragement 
of  thofe  that  do  well. 

The  premifes  duly  confidered,  we  intreat  thee,  O 
prince  !  to  take  our  fufFering  cafe  into  thy  ferious  re- 
gard j  and,  by  that  power  and  influence  thou  haft  with 
the  magiftrates  of  this  city,  to  recommend  our  fuffer- 
ing  condition  to  their  ferious  confideration ;  that  we 
may  no  longer  lie  under  thefe  not  only  unchriftian, 
but  unnatural  feverities,  but  receive  that  fpeedy  and 
cfFeftual  relief  which  becometh  Chriftian  magiftrates 
to  give  to  their  owp  fober  and  Chriftian  people. 

The  firft  day  of  the  week  being  come,"  the  meeting 
began  about  the  eleventh  hour,  and  held  till  about 
the  fourth  hour  in  the  afternoon.  There  was  a  mighty 
concourfc  of  people  from  feveral  places  of  this  coun^^ 
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try,  and  that  of  leveral  perfuafions,  BapiHfts^  Prefby-^ 
terians,  Socinians^  Seekers^  &c.  and  Grod  was  with 
his  people,  and  his  word  of  life  and  power,  of  wifHom 
and  ftrcngth,  covered  them-,  yea,  the  hidden  things 
both  of  Efau  and  Jacob,  the  myftery  both  of  iniquity 
and  godlinefs,  were  opened  and  declared  in  the  de- 
monftration  of  the  eternal  Spirit  that  day.  And, 
Oh !  blefled  and  magnified  be  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
that  hath  not  only  not  left  himfelf,  but  alfo  not  his 
fervants,  without  a  witnefs !  Oh !  he  is  worthy  to  be 
loved,  and  feared,  and  obeyed,  and  reverenced  for 
ever. 

The  next  day'  G.  K.  R.  B.  B.  F.  and  myfelf^  hav- 
ing taken  our  leave  of  dear  G.  F.  and  friends,  took 
boat  for  Naerden,  where  we  arrived  about  the  fecond 
hour  in  the  afternoon. 

And  after  having  eaten,  we  took  our  leave  of  thofc 
friends  that  had  acconipanied  us  thither,  and  began 
our  journey  in  the  common  poft- waggon  to  Ofnabrug, 
where  we  came  the  fourth  day  following  in  the  even- 
ing.' . 

We  pafled  through  a  very  dark  country  to  that 
place }  yet  I  felt  not  fo  great  a  weight  and  fufFering 
in  fpirit  as  fix  years  ago,  when  I  went  through  the 
fame  places. 

At  Ofnabrug  we  had  a  little  time  with  the  man  of 
the  inn,  where  we  lay;  and  left  him  feveral  good  books 
of  friends,  in  the  Low  and  High  Dutch  tongues,  to 
read  and  difpofe  of. 

The  next  morning,  being  the  fifth  day  of  the  week,' 
we  fet  forward  to  Herwerden,  and  came  thither  at 
night.  This  is  the  city  where  the  princefs  Elizabeth 
Palatine  hath  her  court;  whom,  and  the  countefs  in 
company  with  her,  it  was  efpecially  upon  us  to  vifit^ 
and  that  upon  feveral  accounts : 

I.  In  that  they  are  perfons  feeking  after  the  beft 
things. 
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2.  That  they  are  aftually  lovers  and  favourers  of 
thofe,  that  feparate  themfplves  frorp  the  world  for  the 
fake  of  righteoufnefs. 

For  the  princefs  is  not  only  a  private  fupporter  of 
fuch,  but  gave  proteftion  to  De  Labadie  himftlf,  and 
his  company;  yea,  when  they  went  under  the  reproach- 
ful name  of  Quakers  about  feven  years  fince. 

This  man  was  a  Frenchman,  who  being  diflfatisfied 
with  the  loofenefs  and  deadnefs  of  the  French  Protef- 
tants,  even  at  Geneva  itfelf,  left  them,  and  came  for. 
Holland;  and  fo  vehemently  declaimed  againfl:  the 
apoftacy  of  the  priefts  and  people  there,  that  the  clergy 
were  enraged,  and  ftirred  up  the  magiftrates  againft 
him  J  and  the  rather,  becaufe  many  followed  him,  and 
feveral  women  of  great  quality.  Upon  this  the  prin* 
cefs  gave  them  an  invitation,  and  they  came,  and 
were  protected  by  her.  But  fince,  fdme  mifcarriagcs 
falling  out  in  that  place,  fhe  thereupon  in  good  mea- 
fure  withdrew  her  favour  from  them,  and  they  removed 
into  another  place. 

I  was  moved  to  vifit  this  man  and  his  company  fix 
years  ago,  and  did  fee  him,  and  his  two  great  difci- ' 
pies;  but  they  would  not  fufFer  me  to  fee  the  peo- 
ple, which  I  laboured  for.  I  in  that  day  faw  the  airi- 
nefs  and  unftablenefs  of  the  man's  fpirit ;  and  that  a 
Je£l'fnajler  was  his  name:  and  it  was  upon  me,  both 
by  word  of  mouth  and  writing,  to  let  them  know 
that  the  enemy  would  prevail  againft  them  to  draw 
them  into  inconvenient  things,  if  they  came  not  to  be 
ftayed  in  t\it  light  of  J  ejus  thrift  y  and  to  know  the 
bolyfilence\  and  that  at  laft  they  would  come  to  fall 
out  one  with  another,  and  moulder  away:  which  is 
in  fome  meafure  come  to  pafs,  as  I  feared;  for  I 
clearly  perceived,  that  though  they  hid  received  fome 
divine  touches,  a  danger  there  was  they  would  run 
put  with  them,  and  fpend  them  like  prodigals;  not 
knowing  then  where  to  ftay  their  minds  tor  daily 
bread.  Yea,  though  they  were  fomething  angelical, 
and  like  to  the  coeleftial  bodies,  yet  if  they  kept  noc 
their  ftation,  they   would  prove  fallen  ftars.    They 

moved 
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Hioyed  not  in  the  motion  of  him  that  had  vifited 
them^  but  were  filled  with  grofs  mixtures,  and  therc^ 
by  brought  forth  mixed  births ;  that  is  to  fay,  things 
not  natural,  but  monftrous.  In  fine,  they  were  fhy  of 
IIS,  they  knew  us  not:  yet  I  believed  well  of  fome 
of  the  people,  for  a  good  thing  was  ftirring  in  them. 

And  in  this  alfo  was  the  countefs  commendable,  in 
that  Ihe  left  all,  to  have  joined  with  a  people  that 
had  a  pretence,  at  leafl,  to  more  fpirituality  and  felf- 
denial,  than  was  found  in  the  national  religion  ibe  was 
bred  up  in :  for  God  had  reached  her,  as  (he  told  me, 
about  nine  years  ago^  and  that  by  an  extraordinary 
way* 

Now  it  feemed  great  pity  to  us,  that  perfonr  of 
their  , quality  in  the  world  fhould  fo  willingly  eatpofe 
themfelves  for  the  falje  Quaker,  the  reprobate  filvn^ 
(he  mixtures^  and  that  they  ihould  not  be  acquainted 
with  the  life  and  tcftimony  of  the  true  Quakers, 

About  a  year  fince,  R .  B.  and  B.  F.  took  that  city, 
in  the  way  from  Frederickftadt  to  Amfterdamj  and 
gave  them  a  vifit;  in  which  they  informed  them 
fomewhat  of  friends  principles,  and  recommended  the 
teftimony  of  truth  to  them,  as  both  a  nearer  and  more 
certain  thing  than  the  utmofl:  of  De  Labadie's  doc-> 
trine.     They  left  them  tender  and  loving. 

Soon  after  this,  Gertruydt  Diricks  and  Elizabeth 
Hendricks  from  Amftcrdam  vifited  them,  and  ob- 
tained a  meeting  with  them;  improving  that  litde 
way,  which  God  by  his  providence  had  made,  more 
clofely  to  prefs  the  teftimony.  And  though  they, 
cfpeqially  the  countefs,  made  fome  objedions,  in  re- 
lation to  the  ordinances,  and  certain  praftices  of 
friends,  yet  fhe  feemed  to  receive  at  that  time  fatif* 
faftion  from  them. 

Thefe  vifits  have  occafioned  a  correfpondence  by 
way  of  letter  betwixt  them  and  feveral  of  us,  where- 
in the  ^*  myftery  of  truth"  hath  been  more  clearly 
ppened  to  their  underftandings ;  and  they  have  been 
brought  nearer  into  a  waiting  frame>  by  thole  hea- 
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venly  dircftions  they  have  frcqucndy  received  by  way 
of  epiftles  from  feveral  of  us. 

In  anfwer  to  two  of  mine,  the  princefs  fent  me  the 
following  letters  which  being  Ihort^  I  infert  it  here« 

Herford,  May  a,  l6^^. 

THIS,  friend,  will  tell  you,  that  both  your  letters 
were  very  acceptable,  together  with  your  wiflies 
for  my  obtaining  thofe  virtues  which  may  make  me  a 
worthy  follower  of  our  great  King  and  Saviour  Jefus 
Chrift.  What  I  have  done  for  his  true  difciples,  is 
not  fo  much  as  a  cup  of  cold  water ;  it  affords  them 
no  refrefhment  i  neither  did  I  expe&  any  fruit  of  my 
letter  to  the  duchefs  of  L.  as  I  have  expreffed  at  tbe 
fame  time  unto  B.  F.  But  fince  R.  B.  defired  I  fliould 
write  it,  I  cbuld  not  refufe  him,  nor  omit  to  do  any 
thing  that  was  judged  conducing  to  his  liberty,  though 
it  (hould  expofe  me  to  the  derifion  of  the  world*  But 
this  a  mere  moral  man  can  reach  at  i  the  true  inward 
graces  are  yet  wanting  in 

Your  affeftionate  friend, 

Elizabeth. 

This  digreffion  from  die  prefent  hiftory  1  thought 
not  altogether  unnecefiary,^  or  unpleafing. 

But  to  return :  Being  arrived  at  that  city,  part  of 
which  is  wider  her  government,  we  gave  her  to  under- 
ftand  it,  defiring  to  know  what  time  next  day  would 
be  moft  proper  tor  us  to  vifit  her.  She  fent  us  word,^ 
^  She  was  glad  that  we  were  come,  and  fhould  be 

<  ready  to  receive  us  the  next  morning  about  the  fc- 

<  venth  hour/ 

The  next  morning  being  come,'  (which  was  the 
fixth  day  of  the  week)  we  went  about  the  time  (he 
had  appointed  us,  and  found  both  her  and  the  coun- 
tefs  re^y  to  receive  us;  which  they  did  with  a  more 
than  ordinary  expreffion  of  kindnefs.  I  can  truly  fay 
\t^  and  that  in  God's  fear,  I  wasi  very  deeply  and  te« 

I  a 
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▼erently  affe6ted  with  the  fenfe  that  was  upon  myKpi-* 
rit  of  the  great  and  notable  day  of  the  Lord,  and  the 
breakings-in  of  his  eternal  power  upon  all  nations  ^ 
and  of  the  raifing  of  the  flain  witneiTes  to  judge  the 
world ;  who  is  the  treafure  of  life  and  peace,  of  wif- 
dom  and  glory,  to  all  that  receive  him  in  the  hour  of 
his  judgments,  and  abide  with  him*  The  ietife  of 
this  deep  and  fure  foundation  which  God  is  laying,  as 
the  hope  of  eternal  life  and  glory  for  all  to  build  up-* 
on,  filled  my  foul  with  an  holy  teftimony  to  them; 
which,  in  a  living  fenfe,  was  followed  by  my  brethren: 
and  fo  the  meeting  ended  about  the  eleventh  hour* 

The  princefs  intreated  us  to  ftay  and  dine  with  her; 
but,  with  due  regard  both  to  our  teitimony  and  to 
her,  at  that  time  we  refufed  it;  defiring,  if  fhe  pleafed, 
another  opportunity  that  day:  which  fhe  with  all 
chearfulnels  yielded  to;  (he  herfelf  appointing  the 
fecond  hour.  So  we  went  to  our  quarters,  and  fome 
time  after  we  had  dined,  we  returned. 

The  meeting  foon  began;  there  were  feveral  pre- 
fent,  befides  the  princefs  and  countefs.  It  was  at  this 
meeting  that  the  Lord  in  a  more  eminent  manner  be- 
gan to  appear.  The  eternal  word  fhewed  itfelf  a  ham- 
mer at  this  day ;  y^a,  fharper  than  a  two-edged  fword, 
dividing  afunder  between  the  foul  and  the  fpirit,  the 
joints  and  the  marrow.  Yea,  this  day  was  all  flefh 
humbled  before  the  Lord ;  it  amazed  one,  ftruck  an* 
other,  broke  another:  yea,  the  noble  arm  of  the 
Lord  was  truly  awakened,  and  the  weight  and  work 
thereof  bowed  and  tendered  us  alfo  after  an  unufual 
and  extraordinary  manner ;  that  the  Lord  might  work 
an  heavenly  fign  before  them  and  among  them ;  that 
the  Majefty  of  him  that  is  rifen  among  the  poor  Qua- 
kers might  in  fome  meafure  be  known  unto  them; 
what  God  it  is  we  ferve,  and  what  power  it  is  we 
wait  for  and  bow  before.  Yea,  they  had  a  fenfe  and 
a  difcovery  that  day,  what  would  become  of  the  glory 
of  all  flefh,  when  God  fhall  enter  into  judgment. 
Well !  let  my  right  hand  forget  its  cunning,  and  my 
tongue  cleave  to  the  roof  of  my  mouthj  when  I  fhall 

forget 
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tbrget  the  loving-kindnefs  of  the  Lord^  and  the  furc 
mercies  of  our  God  to  us  his  travelling  fervants  that 
day.  O  Lord,  fend  forth  thy  light  and  thy  truth,  that 
all  nations  may  behold  thy  glory. 

Thus  continued  the  meeting  till  about  the  feventh 
hour:  which  done,  with  hearts  and  fouls  filled  with 
holy  thankfgivings  to  the  Lord  for  his  abundant  mercy 
and  goodnefs  to  us,  we  departed  to  our  lodging ;  de« 
firing  to  know,  whether  our  coming  the  next  day 
might  not  be  uneafy  or  unreafonable  to  her,  with  re- 
fpe€l  to  the  affairs  of  her  government  j  it  being  the 
laft  day  of  the  week,  when,  we  were  informed,  ihc 
was  moft  frequently  attended  with  addrelTes  from  her 
people.   But  with  a  loving  and  ready  mind  fhe  replied, 

*  That  Ihe  Ihould  be  glad  to  fee  us  the  next  morn- 

*  ing,  and  at  any  time  when  we  would.' 

The  next  morning^  (being  the  feventh  day)  we 
were  there  betwixt  eight  and  nine ;  where  R.  B.  hU 
ling  into  fome  difcourfe  with  the  princefs,  the  countels 
took  hold  of  the  opportunity,  and  whifpered  me  to 
withdraw,  to  get  a  meeting  for  the  more  inferior  fer- 
vants of  the  houfe,  who  would  have  been  bafhful  to 
have  prefented  themfelves  before  the  princels.  And 
bleifed  be  the  Lord,  he  was  not  wanting  to  us :  but 
the  fame  bleflfed  power  that  had  appeared  to  vilit  them 
of  high,  appeared  alfo  to  vifit  them  of  low  degree: 
and  we  were  all  fweetly  tendered  and  broken  together, 
for  "  Virtue  went  forth  of  Jesus  that  day,"  and  the 
life  of  our  God  was  fhed  abroad  ampngfl  us  as  a  fweec 
favour  J  for  which  their  fouls  bowed  before  the  Lord, 
and  confeflTed  to  our  teftimony.  Which  did  not  a  lit- 
tle pleafe  that  noble  young  woman,  to  find  her  own 
report  of  us,  and  her  great  care  of  them,  fo.  effec- 
tually anfwered.  Oh !  what  fhall  we  fay?  Is  there  any 
God  like  to  our  God,  who  is  glorious  in  holinefs, 
fearful  in  praifes,  working  wonders?  To  his  eternal 
name^  power  and  arm  be  the  glory  for  ever  \ 

*  II.  6.  7. 
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The  meeting  done,  the  princefs  came  to  \ls^  ex« 
prefling  much  fatisfadion  that  we  had  that  good  <^ 
portunity  with  her  fervants ;  telling  Us  (he  much  de- 
fired  they  fhould  have  a  true  and  right  character  oi* 
us,  and  that  therefore  fhe  choie  to  withdraw^  that  they 
might  have  freer  acce{s>  and  that  it  might  look  like 
their  own  aft  j  or  words  to  that  purpofe. 

The  twelfth  hour  being  come,  we  returned  to  our 
inn,  letting  them  underftand,  we  purpofed  (the  Lord 
willing)  to  vifit  them  fome  time  of  that  afternoon. 

I  muft  not  here  forget,  that  we  found  at  our  inni 
the  firft  night  at  fupper,  a  young  merchant,  of  a  fweet 
and  ingenuous  temper,  belonging  to  the  city  of  Brt* 
men,  who  took  occafion  from  that  night's  d^fcourfe, 
the  lixth  day  at  dinner  and  fupper,  and  the  feventh 
day  alfo,  to  feek  all  opportunities  of  conference  with 
vsi  and,  as  we  have  reafon  to  believe,  he  ftayed 
twenty-four  hours  in  that  city  on  our  account.  We 
opened  to  him  the  teftimony  of  truth :  I  know  not 
that  in  any  one  thing  he  contradifted  us.  At  lafl, 
he  plainly  drfcovered  himfelf  unto  us  to  be  a  follower 
of  a  certain  minifter  in  Bremen,  that  is,  even  by  his 
fellow-minifters  and  Proteftants,  reproached  with  the 
name  of  Quaker,  becaufe  of  his  fingular  iharpne^ 
againft  the  formal  lifelefs  miniiters  and  Chriflians  in 
the  world. 

We  laid  faft  hold  upon  this,  and  alked  him,  in  cafe 
any  of  us  Ihould  vifit  that  city,  if  he  would  give  us 
the  opportunity  of  a  meeting  at  his  houfe  ?  Which  he 
readily  granted  us.  So  we  gave  him  fome  books,  re- 
commending him  to  the  true  and  blefled  teftimony  of 
Chrift  Jefus,  the  Light  and  Judge  of  the  world,  and 
life  of  them  that  receive  him,  and  believe  in  him  j 
and  fo  we  parted. 

It  being  now  about  three  in  the  afternoon,  we  went 
to  the  princefs's  j  where  being  come,  after  fome  little 
time,  the  princefs  and  countefs  put  me  in  remem- 
brance of  a  promife  I  made  them  in  one  of  my  letters 
out  of  England,  namely,  that  1  would  give  them  an 
account  (at  fome  convenient  time)  of  my  firft  con- 
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vincement,  and  of  thofe  tribulations  and  confolations 
which  I  had  met  withal  in  this  way  of  the  kingdonn, 
which  God  had  brought  me  to. 

After  fome  paufe,  I  found  myfelf  very  free,  and 
prepared. in  the  Lord's  love  and  fear  to  comply  with 
their  requeft;  and  fo,  after  fome  filence,  began.  But 
before  I  had  half  done,  it  was  fupper-time,  and  the 
princefs  would  by  no  means  let  us  go,  we  muft  fup 
with  her:  which  importunity  not  being  well  able  to 
avoid,  we  yielded  to,  and  fat  down  with  her  to  fupper. 

Among  the  reft  prefent  at  thefe  opportunities,  it 
muft  not  be  forgotten  that  there  was  a  countefs,  fifter 
to  the  countcf?,  then  come  in  to  vifit  her,  and  a 
Frenchwoman  of  quality;  the  firft  behaving  herfelf 
very  decently,  and  the  laft  often  deeply  broken  i  and 
from  a  light  and  flighting  carriage  towards  the  very 
name  of  z  ^aker^  flie  became  very  intimately  and 
afFeftionately  kind  and  refpeftful  to  us.  Supper  being 
ended,  '^ye  all  returned  to  the  princefs's  chamber  j 
where  making  us  all  to  fit  down  with  her,  fhe,  with 
both  the  countefles  and  the  Frenchwoman,  prefled 
from  me  the  continuance  of  my  relation  j  but  none 
more  than  the  countefs's  fiften  Which,  though  late, 
I  was  not  unwilling  to  oblige  them  with,  becaufe  I 
knew  not  when  the  Lord  would  give  me  fuch  an  op- 
portunity. 

And  I  found  them  afFefted :  it  continued  till  about 
ten  at  night;  yet  many  particulars  omitted,  partly 
through  forgetfulnefs,  and  partly  for  want  of  time. 
Howbeit,  I  muft  needs  fay,  they  heard  me  with  aa 
earneft  and  tender  attention ;  and  I  hope  and  believe,  ^ 
the  Lord  hath  made  it  profitable  unto  them. 

This  done,  fome  difcourfe  they  had  upon  it,  and 
afterwards  we  Ipoke  about  a  meeting  for  the  next  day, 
being  the  firft  day  of  the  week ;  and  that  we  might 
have  not  only  as  many  of  her  own  family,  but  as  many 
of  her  town  as  would  willingly  be  there :  (he  yielded 
to  it,  and  appointed  the  meeting  to  begin  at  the  fe-^^ 
cond  hour.  So  we  parted,  being  near  the  eleventh 
hour  at  night. 

Vol.  III.  C  c 
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The  next  morning"*  we  had  a  meeting  among  otir* 
felves  in  our  chamber^  wherein  the  Lord  refrefhed  us : 
and  there  was  a  great  travail  upon  our  ipirits^  that 
the  Lord  would  (land  by  us  that  day^  and  magnify 
the  teftimony  of  his  own  truth  by  us ;  that  he  might 
have  a  feed  and  people  in  that  place^  to  lift  up  a  ftan-* 
dard  for  his  name. 

At  dinner  there  were  feveral  ilrangers^  that  came 
by  the  poft-waggon  that  day :  among  whom  there  was 
a  young  man  ot  Bremen^  being  a  ftudent  at  the  col- 
lege at  Duyfburgh^  who  informed  us  of  a  fober  and 
feeking  man  of  great  note  in  the  city  of  Duyfburgh ; 
to  him  we  gave  fome  books.  There  was  one  more 
who  was  tender  and  inquiring,  to  whom  alfo  we  gave 
fome  books. 

The  fecond  hour  being  at  hand,  we  went  to  the 
meeting;  where  were  feveral  as  well  of  the  town  as 
of  the  family.  The  meeting  began  with  a  weighty 
exercife  and  travail  in  prayer,  that  the  Lord  would 
glorify  his  own  name  that  day.  And  by  his  own 
power  he  made  way  to  their  confciences,  and  founded 
his  wakening  trumpet  in  their  ears,  that  they  might 
know  that  he  was  God,  and  that  there  is  none  like 
•unto  him.  Oh !  the  day  of  the  Lord  livingly  dawned 
upon  us,  and  the  fearching  life  of  Jefus  was  in  the 
midft  of  us !  Oh !  the  word,  that  never  faileth  them 
that  wait  for  it,  and  abide  in  it,  opened  the  way,  and 
unfealed  the  book  of  life :  yea,  the  quickening  power 
and  life  of  Jefus  wrought  and  reached  to  them :  and 
virtue  from  him,  in  whom  dwelleth  the  Godhead  bo- 
dily, went  forth,  and  bleffedly  diflilled  upon  us  his 
own  heavenly  life,  fweeter  than  the  pure  frankincenfe; 
yea,  than  the  fweet-fmelling  myrrh  that  cometh  from 
a  far  country.  And  as  it  began,  fo  it  was  carried  on, 
and  fo  it  ended :  bleffed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and 
confided  in  be  our  God  for  ever ! 

As  ibon  as  the  meeting  was  done,    the   princefs 
came  to  me^  and  took  me  by  the  hand  (which  (he 

*  ia»  6»  u 

ufually 


HOLLAND  AND  GERMANY.      403 

ufually  did  to  us  all^  coming  and  going)  and  went  to 
(peak  to  me  of  the  fenfc  fhe  had  of  that  power  and 
prefence  of  God  that  was  amongfl:  us,  but  was  flop^ 
ped.  And  turning  hcrfclf  to  the  window,  brake  forth 
in    an   extraordinary  paflion,    crying  out,    ^  1  cannot 

*  fpeak  to  you  j  my  heart  is  full  h  clapping  her  hands 
upon  her  breaft. 

It  melted  me  into  a  deep  and  calm  tendernefs,  in 
which  I  was  moved  to  minifter  a  few  words  foftly  to. 
her,  and  after  fome  time  of  filence  fhe  recovered  ^her- 
felfj  and  as  I  was  taking  my  leave  of  her,  fhe  inter- 
rupted me  thus :  *  Will  ye  not  come  hither  again  ? 

*  Pray,  call  here  as  ye  return  out  of  Germany/  I 
told  her,  we  were  in  the  hand  of  the  Lord;  and  being 
his,  could  not  difpofe  of  ourfelvcs.  But  the  Lord 
had  taken  care  that  we  fhould  not  forget  her,  and 
thofe  with  her:  for  he  had  raifed  and  begotten  an 
heavenly  concernment  in  our  fouls  for  her  and  them  ; 
and  we  loved  them  all  with  that  love  wherewith  God 
had  loved  us  5  with  much  more  to  that  purpofe. 

She  then  turned  to  the  reft  of  the  friends,  and 
would  have  had  us  all  gone  to  fupper  with  her.  But 
^c  chofe  rather  to  be  excufed ;  we  fhould  eat  a  bit  of 
her  bread,  and  drink  a  glafs  of  her  wine  if  fhe 
pleafed,  in  the  chamber  where  we  were.  At  laft  wc 
prevailed  with  her  to  leave  us. 

The  countefs,  the  Frenchwoman,  and  the  countefs'a 
waiting-woman,  ftaycd  with  us,  and  we  had  a  very 
retired  and  feafonable  opportunity  with  them. 

After  the  princefs  had  fuppcd,  we  went  all  down, 
and  took  our  folemn  leave  of  her,  the  countefs,  her 
lifter,  the  Frenchwoman,  with  the  reft  of  the  family, 
whofe  hearts  were  reached  and  opened  by  our  tefti- 
monies  5  recommending  unto  them  holy  filence  from 
all  will-worlhip,  and  the  workings,  fthvings,.  and 
images  of  their  own  mind  and  fpirit:  that  Jefus  might 
be  felt  of  them  in  their  hearts,  his  holy  teaching 
witnefled,  and  followed  in  the  way  of  his  blefTed  crols, 
that  would  crucify  them  unto  the  world,  and  the  world 
unto  them:   that  their  faith,  hope,    and  ^o^  nvv^t. 

C  c  a  ^^^ 


404  TRAVELS      in 

ftand  in  Chrift  in  them,  the  heavenly  Prophet,  Shep- 
herd, and  Bifhop;  whofe  voice  all  that  are  truly  fhcep 
will  hear  and  follow,  and  not  the  voice  of  any  ftran- 
ger  whatever. 

So  we  left  them  in  the  love  and  peace  of  God, 
praying  that  they  might  be  kept  from  the  evil,  of  this 
world.  We  returned  to  our  lodging,  having  our  hearts 
filled  with  a  weighty  fcnfe  of  the  Lord's  appearance 
with  us  in  that  place  j  and  being  late  (towards  the 
ninth  hour)  we  prepared  to  go  to  reft. 

The  next  morning''  (being  the  fecond  day  of  the 
week)  G.  K.  B.  F.  and  myfclf,  got  ready  to  begin 
our  journey  towards  Franckfortj  which,  by  the  way 
of  Caffel,  is  about  two  hundred  Englifli  miles.  R.  B. 
prepared  himfelf  to  return  by  the  way  we  came,  di- 
reftly  to  Amfterdam.  But  before  we  parted,  we  had 
a  little  time  together  in  the  morning  in  our  chamber, 
whither  came  one  of  the  princefs  s  family,  and  one  of 
the  town.  The  Lord  moved  me  to  call  upon  his 
great  name,  that  he  would  be  with  them  that  ftayed^ 
and  with  them  that  returned  alfo,  and  with  us  that 
went  forward  in  wild  and  untrodden  places.  And  his 
blefled  love  and  life  overlhadowed  us :  yea,  he  filled 
our  cup  together,  and  made  us  drink  into  one  fpirit, 
even  the  cup  of  bleflings,  in  the  fellowfhip  of  the 
cverlafting  feed ;  in  which  we  took  leave  of  one  an- 
other. 

And  after  having  eaten,  it  being  about  the  feventh 
hour,  we  departed  the  city. 

We  came  to  Paderborn  that  night,  fix  Gehman 
miles,  which  are  about  thirty-fix  Englifh :  it  is  a  dark 
Popifli  town,  and  under  the  government  of  a  bifiiop 
of  that  religion.  Howbeit,  the  woman  where  we 
lodged  was  an  ancient,  grave,  and  ferious  perfon,  to 
whom  we  declared  the  teftimony  of  the  lighf^  (hew- 
ing her  the  difference  betwixt  an  outfide  and  an  infidc 
religion,  which  flie  received  with  much  kindnefs.  Wc 
left  fomc  books  with  her,  which  flie  took  readily. 

*  13.  6.  2( 

There 
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There  was  alfo  with  us  at  fupper  a  Lutheran,  that 
was  a  lawyer,  with  whom  I  had  very  good  fervice,  in 
opening  to  him  the  great  lofs  of  the  power  of  godli- 
nefs,  as  well  among  them  who  feparated  from  Rome, 
as  in  the  Roman  church;  which  he  confeffed.  I  di- 
refted  him  to  the  principle  of  light  in  his  confcience, 
that  let  him  fee  the  lifelefs  ftate  of  the  falfe  Chrif- 
tians ;  and  if  he  turned  his  mind  to  that  principle, 
and  waited  there  for  power,  he  would  receive  powef 
to  rule  and  govern  himfelf  according  to  true  godli- 
nefs  ;  and  that  it  was  the  lofs  of  Chriftendom  that  they 
went  from  this  principle,  in  which  the  power  ftand- 
cth,  that  conformeth  the  foul  to  the  image  and  like- 
nefs  of  the  dear  Son  of  God ;  and  thither  they  muft 
come  again,  if  ever  they  will  have  the  true  knowledge 
of  God,  and  enjoy  life  and  falvation;  with  much  more 
to  that  purpofe ;  all  which  he  received  lovingly. 

The  next  morning  *  we  fet  forwards  toward  Caflel ; 
but  through  great  foulnefs  of  weather,  having  only 
naked  carts  to  ride  in,  the  waters  being  alfo  high  with 
the  rains,  we  got  not  to  Caflel  till  the  next  day,^ 
which  was  the  fourth  day  of  the  week.  It  being  late, 
we  made  little  enquiry  that  night,  being  alfo  wearied 
with  the  foulnefs  of  the  ways  and  weather. 

But  the  next  day''  we  made  our  ufual  enquiry,  viz. 
Who  was  worthy  in  the  city  ?  And  found  fome  that 
tenderly  and  lovingly  received  us,  to  whom  we  de- 
clared the  vifitation  of  the  light  and  love  of.  God. 
Among  the  reft,  was  Dureus,  our  countryman,  a  man 
of  feventy-feven  years  of  age,  who  had  learned  in 
good  meafure  to  forget  his  learning,  fchool-divinity^ 
and  prieft's  craft;  and  for  his  approaches  towards  an 
inward  principle,  is  reproachfully  faluted  by  fome  with 
the  honeft  title  of  ^aker.  It  is  much  better  than 
Papift,  Lutheran,  or  Calvinift,  who  are  not  only  ig- 
norant of,  but  enemies  to,  quakijng  and  trembling  at 
the  word  of  the  Lord,  as  Mofes  and  others  did, 

*  14.  6.  3.        '  15.  6.  4.       »  16.  6.  J. 
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Upon  the  fixth  day  of  the  fame  week  about  noon/ 
we  fct  out  towards  Franckfort,  having  left  feveral 
books  behind  us  >  which  hath  been  our  prad:ice  in  our 
journey. 

At  Franckfort  we  arrived  the  fecond  day  about 
noon,*"  being  juft  a  week  from  Herwerden ;  and  hav- 
ing fronn  thence  and  CafTel  made  known  our  intentions 
of  coming  to  that  city,  two  confiderable  perfons 
came  and  met  us  about  half  a  German  mile  from  the 
city,  informing  us  of  feveral  Well-afFe6ted  in  that 
town.  Upon  which  we  told  them  the  end  of  our 
coming,  and  defired  to  have  a  meeting  with  them  in 
the  afternoon ;  which  we  eafily  obtained  at  the  houfe 
of  a  merchant,  one  of  the  two  that  met  us.  The 
perfons  that  reforted  thither,  were  generally  people 
of  confiderable  note,  both  of  Calvinifts  and  Luthe- 
rans J  and  we  can  fay,  they  received  ua  with  gladnefs 
of  heart,  and  embraced  our  teftimony  with  a  broken 
and  reverent  fpirit,  thanking  God  for  our  coming 
amongft  them,  and  praying  that  he  would  profper  his 
work  in  our  hands. 

This  engaged  our  hearts  to  make  fome  longer  ftay 
in  this  city :  we  therefore  defired  another  meeting 
the  next  day,*'  which  they  chearfuUy  affented  to,  where 
feveral  came  that  were  not  with  us  the  day  before, 
and  the  Lord  that  fent  us  into  the  land  was  with  us, 
and  by  his  power  reached  to  them,  infomuch  that  they 
'  confefled  to  the  truth  of  our  teftimony. 

Of  thefe  perfons  there  were  two  women,  one  a  vir- 
gin, the  other  a  widow,  both  noble  of  birth,  who  had 
a  deep  fenfe  of  that  power  and  prefpnce  of  God  that 
accompanied  our  teftimony,  and  their  hearts  yearned 
ftrongly  towards  us  j  the  virgin  giving  us  a  particular 
invitation  to  her  houfe  the  next  morning,**  where  we 
had  the  moft  bleflTed  opportunity  of  the  three,  for  the 
Lord's  power  fo  eminently  appeared,  that  not  only 
thofe  that  had  been  with  us  before  were  moft  effec- 
tually reached,  but  a  certain  ftudcnt  refiding  in  the 

'    ?  <7.  |S.  6*       ^  zoy  6,  au       ?  21.  6.  3^       "i  ;^«  6.  4. 
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boufe  of  a  Lutheran  minifter,  fent  for  by  that  young 
woman^  was  broken  to  pieces^  and  magnified  that 
bleflfed  power  which  appeared,  Alfo  there  accidentally 
came  in  a  doftor  of  phyfick,  who  unexpeftedly  was 
afFefted,  and  confeffed  to  the  truth,  praying  God  to 
profper  us.  This  was  the  bieffed  iflue  of  our  vifit  to 
Franckfort. 

But  there  is  one  thing  more,  not  unfit  to  be  men- 
tioned :  among  fome  of  thofe  that  have  inclinations 
after  God,  a  fearful  fpirit,  together  with  the  fhame  of 
the  crofs,  hath  entered ;  againft  which  our  teftimony 
in  part  ftriking,  we  took  notice  it  was  a  life  to  thefe 
noble  women,  for  that  was  it,  as  they  told  us,  which 
had  long  opprefled  them,  and  obftrufted  the  work  of 
the  Lord  amongft  them.  *  Therefore,'  faid  the  young 
virgin,  *  our  quarters  are  free  for  you,  let  all  come 

*  that  will  come,  and  lift  up  your  voices  without  fear; 

*  for,'  faid  (he,  *  it  will  never  be  well  with  us  till 
^  perfecution  come,  and  fome  of  us  be  lodged  in  the 

*  ftadthoufe  i    that  is,  the  prifon. 

We  left  the  peace  of  Jefus  with  them,-  and  the  fame 
afternoon  we  departed  out  of  that  city,  being  the 
fourth  day  of  the  week. 

Here  I  writ  an  epiftle  to  the  churches  of  Jefus. 

To  the  churches  of  Jefus  throughout  the  world,  ga- 
thered and  fettled  in  his  eternal  light,  power,  and 
fpirit,  to  be  one  holy  flock,  family,  and  houftiold 
to  the  Lord,  &c. 

Dear  friends  and  brethren, 

WHO  have  been  vifited  with  the  fatherly  vifita* 
tion  from  on  high,  and  have  received  God's 
eternal  word  and  teftament  in  your  hearts,  by  which 
you  have  been  gathered  home  to  Chrift  Jefus,  the  true 
Shepherd,  from  all  the  idol  fhepherds,  and  their  bar* 
ren  mountains,  and  unprofitable  hills,  where  you  have 
Iteea  fca(tcred  in  tbe  dark  and  gloomy  day  of  apof* 

Cc  4  xaK?i\ 
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tacy ;  and  by  his  light,  fpirit,  and  power,  have  been 
convinced  of  fin,  righteoufiiefs,  and  judgment,  and 
can  fay,  *  The  prince  of  this  world  is  judged,  by  his 

*  holy,  righteous,  and  powerful  appearance  in  you, 
^  unto  whbm  all  judgment  in  heaven  and  earth  is 
^  committed ;  who  is  the  bleffed  Lamb  of  God,  the 

*  Light  and  Saviour  of  the  world ;  who  is  King  of 
f  Salem,  and  Prince  of  peace:'  my  foul  loves  you  with 
cverlafting  love ;  even  with  the  love  with  which  my 
God,  and  your  God,  my  Father,  and  your  Fiather, 
hath  loved  me,  and  vifited  my  foul,  and  your  fouls; 
in  this  dp  I  dearly  falute  and  embrace  you  all,  in  this 
the  day  of  the  fulfilling  of  his  glorious  promifes  to  his 
church  in  the  wildernefs,  and  witnefles  in  fackcloth. 

And,  O  magnified  be  his  name,  and  everlaftingly 
praifed  and  rcno>yned  be  his  holy  power  and  arm,  by 
which  he  hath  reached  unto  us,  and  brought  falvation 
near  us !  For  he  hath  found  us  out,  and  hath  heard 
our  folitary  cries,  the  deep  and  mournful  fupplications 
of  our  bowed  fpirits,  when  we  were  as  the  little  filly 
dove  without  its  mate,  and  the  lonely  pelican  in  the 
wildernefs;  when  we  were  ready  to  cry  out,  ^  Is  there 

*  none  to  fave  ?  Is  there  none  to  help  ?  O  when  ftiall 

*  the  time  and  times,  and  half  a  time  be  finiflied  ? 

*  When  fliall  the  one  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fixty 

*  days  be  accompliflied  ?  And  when  fliall  the^abomi- 

*  nation,  that  fl:ands  in  the  holy  place,  be  cafl:  out? 

*  When  fhall  th^  captivity  of  the  people  be  turned 

*  back  ?   O  when  fhall  Babylon  come  into  remem- 

*  brance  before  God;    the  dragon,    beafl;,  and   falfe 

*  prophet  be  caft  into  the  lake  ?  And  when  fliall  the 

*  law  go  forth  out  of  Sion,  and  the  word  of  the  Lord 

*  out  of  Jerufalem  ?  When  fliall  Sion  become  the  joy, 

*  and  Jerufalem  the  praife  of  the  whole  earth  ?  And 

*  when  fliall  the  earth  be  covered  with  the  knowledge 

*  of  the  Lord,  as  the  waters  cover  the  fea  ?' 
Friends,  The  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth  hath  heard 

our  cries;  and  the  full  time  is  come,  yea,  the  ap- 
pointed time  is  come,  and  the  voice  of  the  eternal 
Spirit  in  our  hearts  hath  been  heard  on  this  wife  many 

a  time ; 


HOLLAND   AND  GERMANY.      409 

a  time :  **  Awake,  thou  that  fleepeft,  and  I  will  give 
**  thee  fife :  arife  out  of  the  duft,  and  ftiine ;  for  thf 
^'  light  is  come,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  is  rifen 
**  upon  thee."  And  the  Lord  God  hath  given  us 
that  light  by  which  we  have  comprehended  the  dark- 
nefs  in  ourfelves  and  in  the  world :  and  as  we  have 
believed  in  it,  dwelt  in  it,  and  walked  in  it,  we  have 
received  power  to  overcome  the  evil  one  in  all  his  ap- 
pearances in  ourfelves,  and  faithfully  and  boldly  to 
teftify  againft  him  in  the  world :  and  the  blood  of 
Jefus,  in  this  holy  way  of  the  light,  have  we  felt  in 
cur  fouls  to  cleanfe  us  from  unrighteoufnefs,  and  give 
us  to  know  the  myftery  of  the  fellowfhip  of  the  gof- 
pel  one  with  another,  which  (lands  in  life  and  immor- 
tality. And  here  we  become  an  holy  houfhold  and 
family  unto  God,  that  live  in  his  prefence  day  and 
night,  to  do  his  will,  as  becometh  his  redeemed  and 
ranfomed  children  by  the  moft  precious  blood  of  his 
Son,  and  no  more  to  return  to  folly. 

And,  friends,  let  it  never  pafs  out  of  our  remem* 
brance,  what  our  God  hath  done  for  us,  fince  he  hath 
made  us  a  people :  hath  any  weapon  formed  againft  us 
profpered  ?  Hath  he  called  us,  and  not  prote6ted  us  ? 
Hath  he  given  power  to  conceive,  and  not  to  bring 
forth?  Hath  he  not  (heltered  us  in  many  a  ftorm  ?  Did 
he  ever  leave  us  under  the  reproaches  and  contradic- 
tions of  men  ?  Nay,  hath  he  not  fpoken  peace  to  us  ? 
Were  we  ever  caft  out  by  men,  and  he  forfook  us  ? 
No,  the  Lord  hath  taken  us  up :  were  we  ever  in  pri- 
fon,  and  he  vifited  us  not  ?  Hungry,  and  he  fed  us 
not?  Naked,  and  he  clothed  us  not?  Or  have  we 
been  fick,  and  ht  came  not  to  fee  us  ?  When  were  the- 
jails  fo  clofe,  that  he  could  not  come  in,  and  the 
dungeons  fo  dark,  that  he  caufed  not  his  light  to  ftiine 
upon  us  ?  O  nay ;  he  hath  never  left  us,  nor  forfaken 
US;  yea,  he  hath  provided  richly  for  us;  he  hath 
brought  us  into  the  wildernefs,  not  to  ftarve  us,  but 
to  try  us ;  yet  not  above  our  meafure :  for  he  fed  us 
with  manna  from  on  highr^  with  pure  honey  and  water 
out  of  the  rockj  and  gave  his  go6d  Spirit  to  fuftain 

us: 
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\is :  by  night  he  was  a  pillar  of  fire  to  us,  to  comfort 
us$  and  by  day  a  pillar  of  cloud,  to  hide  and  fhelter 
us.  He  was  a  ihadow  of  a  mighty  rock  that  followed 
us ;  and  we  never  wanted  a  brook  by  the  way  to  re- 
frefti  us.  Was  God  good  to  Ifrael  outward  ?  Much 
more  hath  he  abounded  to  his  fpiritual  Ifrael,  the  pro- 
per feed  and  offspring  of  himfelf,  O  the  noble  deeds 
and  valiant  ads,  that  he  hath  wrought  in  our  day  for 
our  deliverance!  He  hath  caufed  one  to  chace  ten, 
and  ten  an  hundred,  and  an  hundred  a  thoufand,  many 
a  time.  None  hath  been  able  to  fnatch  us  out  of  his 
hands,  who  abode  in  his  truth.  For  though  die  winds 
have  blown,  and  the  fea  hath  raged,  yet  hath  he  re- 
buked the  winds  and  the  fea  for  his  feed's  fake :  he 
hath  faid  to  the  winds,  ^' Be  ftill;'*  and  to  the  fea, 
♦«  Thus  far  (halt  thou  come,  and  no  farther.''  He 
hath  caft  up  an  highway  for  his  ranfomed  to  walk  in, 
fo  plain,  that  though  a  fool  he  fhall  not  err  therein. 
This  is  the  light,  in  which  all  nations  of  them  that 
are  faved  muft  walk  for  ever. 

And  therefore,  friends,  let  us  ftay  our  minds  in  the 
light  of  the  Lord  for  ever ;  and  let  the  awe,  fear,  and 
dread  of  the  Almighty  dwell  in  us ;  and  let  his  holy 
Spirit  be  known  to  be  a  covering  to  us,  that  from  the 
(pirit  of  this  world  we  may  be  chaftely  kept  and  pre- 
{erved  unto  God,  in  the  holy  light,  and  felf-denying 
life  of  Jefus,  who  hath  offered  himfelf  up  once  for 
all,  leaving  us  an  example  that  we  Ihould  alfo  follow 
his  fteps ;  that  as  he,  our  dear  Lord  and  Mafter,  fo 
we,  his  fervants  and  friends,  and  children,  might,  by 
the  eternal  Spirit,  offer  up  ourfelves  to  God,  in  body, 
in  foul,  and  in  fpirit,  which  are  his ;  that  we  may  be 
his  workmanfhip,  created  in  Chrift  Jefus  unto  good 
works,  to  the  praife  of  him  that  hath  called  us  j  which 
calling  is  an  high  and  an  holy  calling,  by  the  eternal 
light  and  fpirit  in  our  confciences.  O  that  it  might 
for  ever  remain  in  high  eftimation  with  us !  And  that 
it  may  be  the  daily  watch  and  travail  of  us  all,  in  the 
prefence  of  the  holy  and  living  God,  that  hath  called 
ysj  to  make  our  great  call  ^  elef^ion  (ure ;  which 

m^ny 
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many  having  neglefted  to  do,  (wh6  have  been  con- 
vinced by  the  bleffed  light  and  truth  of  Chrifl:  Jefiis 
revealed  in  their  hearts,  and  who  for  a  time  havse 
walked  among  us)  have  been  overcome  by  the  fpirit 
of  this  world,  and  turned  their  hands  from  the  plough, 
and  deferted  the  camp  of  the  Lord,  and  gone  back  into 
Egypt  again ;  whereby  the  heathen  have  blafphemejd^ 
and  the  way  and  people  of  the  Lord  greatly  have  fuffered. 

Therefore,  O  my  dear  friends  and  brethren,  in  the 
fenfe  of  that  life  and  power,  that  God  from  heaven 
fo  glorioufly  hath  difpenfcd  among  us,  and  by  which 
he  hath  given  us  multiplied  afTurances  of  his  loving** 
kindnefs  unto  us,  and  crowned  us  together  with  hea- 
venly dominion,  and  in  which  my  fpirit  is  at  this  time 
broken  before  the  Lord  j  do  I  moft  earqeftly  in  treat 
you  10  watch  continually,  left  any  of  ypu,  that  have 
tafted  of  the  good  word  of  God,  and  the  powers  of 
the  world  to  come,  fall  by  temptation ;  and  by  care- 
leflhefs  and  negleft  tempt  the  living  God  to  withdraw 
his  fatherly  vifitation  from  any  of  you,  and  finally  to 
defert  fuch :  for  the  Lord  our  God  is  a  jealous  God, 
and  he  will  not  give  his  glory  unt<)  another.  He  hath 
given  to  man  all  but  man  himfelf,  and  him  he  hath 
referved  for  his  own  peculiar  fervice,  to  build  him  up 
a  glorious  temple  to  himfelf  s  fo  that  we  are  bougM 
with  a  price,  and  we  are  not  our  own. 

Therefore  let  us  continually  watch,  and  ftand  in 
awe,  that  we  grieve  not  his  holy  Spirit,  nor  turn  his 
grace  into  wantonnefs;  but,  all  of  us,  let  us  wait,  and 
that  in  an  holy  travail  of  fpirit,  to  know  ourfelves 
fealed  by  the  "  Spirit  of  adoption,"  unto  the  day  of 
our  complete  redemption ;  when  not  only  all  our  fins, 
but  all  forrows,  fighings,  and  tears,  fiiall  be  wiped 
away  from  our  eyes ;  and  everlafting  fongs  of  joy  and 
thankfgiving  fliall  melodioufly  fill  our  heans  to  Godji 
that  fits  upon  the  throne,  and  to  his  blefiTed  immaeu* 
late  Lamb,  who  by  his  moft  precious  blood  Ihall  hav« 
completely  redeemed  us  from  the  earthy  and  writtea 
OVir  ^aifies  in  tl^  book  9f  life* 

F4cnd%^ 
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Friends,  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  hath  often  brought 
you  into  my  remembrance,  fince  I  have  been  in  this 
defolate  land;  and  with  joy  unutterable  have  I  had 
fweet  and  precious  fellowlhip  with  you  in  the  faith  of 
Jefus,  that  overcometh  the  world :  for,  though  abfent 
in  body,  yet  prefent  in  him  that  is  Omniprefent.  And 
I  can  truly  fay,  you  are  very  near  and , very  dear  to 
me ;  and  the  love  that  God  hath  raifed  in  my  heart 
\into  you,  furpafles  the  love  of  women ;  and  our  tef- 
timony,  I  am  well  fatisfied,  is  fealed  up  together. 
And  I  am  well  aflured,  that  all  that  love  the  light 
Ihall  endure  to  the  end  throughout  all  tribulations^ 
and  in  the  end  obtain  eternal  falvation. 

And  now,  friends,  as  I  have  been  travelling  in  this 
dark  and  folitary  land,  the  great  work  of  the  Lord  in 
the  earth  has  been  often  prefented  unto  my  viewj  and 
the  day  of  the  Lord  hath  been  deeply  upon  me,  and 
my  foul  and  fpirit  hath  frequently  been  pofleffed  with 
an  holy  and  weighty  concern  for  the  glory  of  the  name 
of  the  Lord,  and  the  fpreading  of  his  cvcrlafting 
truth,  and  the  profpcrity  of  it  through  all  nations; 
that  the  very  ends  of  the  earth  may  look  to  him,  and 
may  know  Chrift,  the  ligbty  to  be  given  to  them  for 
their  falvation.  And  when  the  fenfe  of  thefe  things 
hath  been  deeply  upon  me,  an  holy  and  ftrong  cry 
God  hath  raifed  in  my  foUl  to  him,  *  That  we,  who 
^  have  known  this  fatherly  vifitation  from  on  high, 

*  and  who  have  beheld  the  day  of  the  Lord,  the  rifing 

*  of  the  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs,  who  is  full  of  grace^ 
«  and  full  of  truth,  and  have  beheld  his  glory,    and 

*  confefled   it  to  be  the  glory  of  the  only- begotten' 

*  Son  of  God  ;  and  who,  by  obedience  to  his  appear- 

*  ance,  are  become  the  children  of  light,  and  of  the 

*  day,  and  as  the  firft-fruits  to  God,  after  this  long 

*  night  of  apoftacy,  might  for  ever  walk  and  dwell  in 

*  his  holy  covenant,    Chrift  Jefus,   the  light  of  the 

*  world ;  becaufe  in  hini  we  have  always  peace,  but 

*  out  of  him  comes  all  the  trouble/ 

;^*     And  whilft  this  heavenly  fenfe  refted  with  me,  the 
Lord  God,  that  made  me,  and  called  mc  by  his  grace 

unt<» 
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unto  falvation,  laid  it  upon  me  to  vifit  you  in  an  holy 
exhortation.  And  it  is  the  exhortation  of  my  life  at 
this  time,  in  the  earneft  and  fervent  motion  of  the 
power  and  fpirit  of  Jefus,  to  befeech  you  all,  who  arc 
turned  to  the  light  of  Chrift,  that  fhineth  in  your 
hearts,  and  believe  in  it ;  that  you  carefully  and  faith- 
fully walk  in  it,  in  the  fame  dread,  awe,  and  fear,  in 
which  you  began;  that  the  holy  poverty  of  fpirit,  that 
is  precious  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  and  was  in  the 
days  of  your  firft  love,  may  dwell  and  reft  with  you  5 
that  you  may  daily  feel  the  fame  heavenly  hunger  and 
thirft,  the  fame  lowlinefs  and  humility  of  mind,  the 
fame  zeal  and  tendernefs,  and  the  fame  fincerity  and 
love  unfeigned;  that  God  may  fill  you  but  of  his  hea- 
venly treafure  with  the  riches  of  life,  and  crown  you 
with  holy  viftory  and  dominion  over  the  god  and  fpi- 
rit of  this  world :  that  your  Alpha  may  be  your  Om€- 
ga,  and  your  author  your  finiftier,  and  your  jirft  love 
your  lafi  love ;  that  fo  none  may  make  fhipwreck  of 
faith,  and  of  a  good  confcience,  nor  faint  by  the  way. 
And  as  in  this  ftate  we  are  kept  in  holy  watchfulncfe 
to  God,  as  in  the  beginning,  the  table  which  our 
heavenly  Father  fpreads,  and  the  blefling  with  which 
he  compafleth  us  about,  Ihall  not  become  a  fnare  unto 
us,  nor  ftiall  we  turn  the  grace  and  mercies  of  the 
Lord  into  wantonnefs ;  but  we  Ihall  eat  and  drink  in 
an  holy  fear,  apparel  ourfelves  in  fear,  buy  and  fell  in 
fear,  vifit  one  another  in  fear;  keep  meetings,  and 
there  wait  upon  the  Lord  in  fear :  yea,  whatfoever  we 
take  in  hand  to  do,  it  fhall  be  in  the  holy  fear  of 
God,  and  with  an  holy  tendernefs  of  his  glory,  and 
regard  to  the  profperity  of  his  truth:  yea,  we  fhall 
deny  ourfelves  not  only  in  the  unlawful  things,  but  in 
the  things  that  are  even  lawful  to  us,  for  the  fake  of 
the  many  millions  that  are  unconverted  to  God. 

For,  my  friends  and  brethren,  God  hath  laid  upon 
us,  whom  he  hath  honoured  with  the  beginning  of 
his  great  work  in  the  world,  the  care  both  of  this 
age,  and  of  the  ages  to  come ;  that  they  may  walk,  as 
they  have  us  for  examples :  yea^  the  Lord  God  hath 

«  chofen 
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diofen  you  to  place  his  name  in  you ;  the  Lord  hath 
intrufted  you  with  his  glory^  that  you  might  hold  it 
^forth  to  all  nations ;  and  that  the  generations  unborn 
inay  call  you  blefTed. 

Therefore,  let  none  be  treacherous  to  the  Lord,  nor 
reward  him  evil  for  good;  nor  betray  his  caufe  di- 
rcftly  by  wilful  wickednefs,  nor  indireftly  by  negli- 
gence and  unfaithf^ilnefs :  t3ut  be  zealous  and  valiant 
for  truth  on  cardr-,  let  none  be  flothful  or  carelefs: 
O  remember  the  flothful  fervant's  ftate.    And  let  the 
loving-kindnefs  of  the  Lord  overcome  every  foul  to 
faithnilnefs ;  for  with  him  are  riches  and  honour,  and 
every  good  thing :  and  whither  fliould  any  go  ?  He 
hath  the  words  of  eternal  life.     O  let  none  lofe  their 
tcftimony,  but  hold  it  up-for  God,     Let  thy  gift  be 
never  Co  fmall,  thv  teftimony  never  fo  little,  throu^ 
thy  whole  converfation  bear  it  for  God ;  and  be  true 
to  what  thou  art  convinced  of:  and  wait  all  upon  the 
Lord,  that  you  may  grow  in  your  heavenly  teftimony; 
that  life  may  fill  your  hearts,  your  houfes,  and  your 
meetings ;  that  you  may  daily  wait  to  know,  and  to 
receive  power  to  do,  the  will  of  God  on  earth,  as  it  is 
'  in  heaven. 

And,  P !  that  the  crofs  of  Jefus  may  be  in  high 
and  honourable  efteem  with  every  one 5  that  the  liberty 
of  all  may  ftand  in  the  crofs,  which  alone  preferveth : 
for  it  is  the  power  of  God,  that  crucifieth  us  to  the 
world,  and  the  world  to  us.  And  through  death,  way 
is  made  unto  life  and  immortality;  which  by  this 
bleflfed  crofs,  the  gofpel,  the  power,  is  brought  to 
light.  So  fhall  the  life  that  God  hath  fown  in  our 
hearts,  grow ;  and  in  that  feed  ftiall  we  all  come  to  be 
blefied,  unto  whom  God  hath  appointed  the  dominion 
over  us.  And  it  is  good  for  all  to  live  under  the 
holy  government  of  it;  for  the  ways  of  it  are  the 
ways  of  pleafantnefs,  and  all  its  paths  are  peace;  and 
all  that  are  born  of  it,  can  fay,  *^  Thy  fceptre  is  a 
*«  fceptre  of  righteoufnefs."  And,  Oh!  that  all 
friends,  every  where,  may  continually  bow  unto  his 
righteous  fceptre,  and  keep  to  his  holy  law,  which  is 
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written  in  their  hearts  5  that  it  may  be  a  light  to  their 
fcet^  and  a  lanthorn  to  their  paths.  So  (hall  thejr 
conne  to  witnefs  that  holy  promife  made  good  tinto 
them,  *^  The  Spirit,  which  I  have  given  unto  him, 
**  the  feed ;  and  the  words  which  I  have  put  into  his 
**  mouth,  Ihall  not  depart  from  him,  nor  from  his 
**  feed,  nor  from  his  feed'*  feed  unto  all  genera^ 
«  tions/'' 

Wherefore,  friends,  redeem  the  time,  becaufe  tht 
days  arc  evil ;  God  hath  given  you  to  fee  they  are  fo : 
and  be  ye  feparated  more  and  more,  yea,  perfeftly 
difentangled  from  the  cares  of  this  world.  And  be 
ye  not  cumbered  with  the  many  things;  but  ftand 
looie  from  the  things  that  are  feen,  which  are  tem« 
poral. 

And  you  that  are  poor,  murmur  not;  but  bepa^ 
tient,  and  trufl  in  the  Lord,  and  fubmit  to  his  pro* 
vidcnce,  and  he  will  provide  for  you  that  which  i$ 
convenient  for  you,  the  days  of  your  appointed  tirne^ 
And  you  that  arc  rich,  keep  in  the  moderation,  and 
drive  not  to  multiply  earthly  treafure,  nor  to  heap  up 
uncertain  riches  to  yourfelves;  but  what  God  hath 
given  you  more  than"  what  is  convenient  for  your 
own  ufe,  wait  for  his  wifdom^  to  employ  it  for  his 
glory;  that  you  may  be  faithful  ftewards  of  this 
world's  mammon;  and  the  Lord  God  fhall  reward  you 
in  your  bofoms,  of  the  ricjies  of  that  kingdom  that 
ihall  never  have  an  end, 

O  my  friends  and  brethren,  whether  rich  or  poof, 
in  bonds  or  at  liberty,  in  whatfoever  ftate  you  are, 
the  falutation  of  the  univerfal  life  of  Jefus  is  to  you : 
and  the  exhortation  is,  to  bow  to  what  is  made  known 
unto  you ;  and  in  the  light,  by  which  ye  have  received 
in  meafure  the  knowledge  of  God,  watch  and  wait 
diligently  to  the  farther  revelation  of  the  mind  and 
will  of  God  unto  you,  that  ye  may  be  endued  from 
on  high  with  power  and  might  in  your  inward  man, 
to  aniwer  the  call  and  requirings  of  the  Lprd ;  that 
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ye  may  be  enabled  to  make  known  to  the  nations, 
what  is  the  riches  of  the  glory  of  this  blefied  myfteiy 
in  the  Gentiles;  which  is  Chrift  Jtfus,  the  light  of 
the  world,  in  you  the  hope  of  glory.  For  this  I  have 
to  tell  you,  in  the  vifion  of  the  Almighty,  that  the 
day  of  the  breaking-up  of  the  nations  about  you, 
and  of  the  founding  of  the  gofpel  trumpet  unto  the 
inhabitants  of  the  earth,  is  juft  at  the  door :  and 
they  that  are  worthy,  who  have  kept  their  habitation 
from  the  beginning,  and  have  dwelt  in  the  unity  of 
the  faith  that  overcometh  the  world,  and  have  kept 
the  bond  of  peace,  the  Lord  God  will  impower  and 
fpirit  them  to  go  forth  with  his  everlafting  word  and 
tcftament  to  awaken,  and  gather  kindreds,  languages, 
and  people  to  the  glory  of  the  rifing  of  the  Gentiles 
light,  who  is  God's  falvation  unto  the  ends  of  the 
earth. 

And  I  muft  tell  you,  that  there  is  a  breathing,  hun- 
gering, feeking  people,  folitarily  fcattered  up  and 
down  this  great  land  of  Germany,  where  the  Lord 
hath  fcnt  me;  and  I  believe  it  is  the  like  in  other  na- 
tions. And  as  the  Lord  hath  laid  it  upon  me,  with 
my  companions,  to  feek  feme  of  them  out,  fo  have 
we  found  feveral  in  divers  places.  And  we  have  had 
many  bleffed  opportunities  amongft  them,  wherein  our 
hearts  have  greatly  rejoiced;  having  been  made  deeply 
fenfible  of  the  love  of  God  towards  them,  and  of  the 
great  opennefs  and  tendernefs  of  fpirit  in  them,  to 
receive  the  teftiniony  of  light  and  life  through  us. 
And  we  have  a  ftedfaft  belief,  that  the  Lord  will  carry 
on  his  work  in  this  land  efFeftually ;  and  that  he  will 
raife  up  thofe,  that  ftiall  be  as  minifters  of  his  eternal 
tcftament  amongft  them.  And  O !  our  defire  is,  that 
God  would  put  it  into  the  hearts  of  many  of  his  faith- 
ful witneffes  to  vifit  the  inhabitants  of  this  country, 
where  God  hath  a  great  feed  of  people  to  be  gathered; 
that  his  work  may  go  on  in  the  earth,  till  the  whole 
earth  be  filled  with  his  glory. 

And  it  is  under  the  deep  and  weighty  fenfc  of  this 
approaching  work,  that  the  Lord  God  hath  laid  it  up- 
on 
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on  me  to  write  to  you,  to  wait  for  the  fartljier  pouring 
out  of  the  power  and  fpirit  of  the  Lord;  that  no- 
thing that  is  carelefs,  fleepy,  earthly,  or  exalted,  may 
get  up,  whereby  to  difpleafe  the  Lord,  and  caufe  him 
to  withdraw  his  fweet  and  preferving  prefence  from 
any  that  know  him.  But  let  all  keep  the  King  of 
righteoufnefs  his  peace,  and  walk  in  the  fteps  of  the 
flocks  of  the  companions :  for  withering  and  deftruc- 
tion  ihall  come  upon  all  fuch  as  defer t  the  camp  of  the 
Lord,  or  with  their  murmuring  fpirit  difquiet  the 
heritage  of  God;  for  they  are  greater  enemies  toSion's 
glory,  and  Jerufalem's  peace,  than  the  open  armies 
of  the  aliens. 

And  it  is  a  warning  to  all,  that  make  mention  of 
the  name  of  the  Lord  in  this  difpenfation  he  hath 
brought  Us  to,  that  they  have  a  care  how  they  let  out 
their  minds  in  any  wife  to  pleafe  the  lufts  of  the  eye, 
the  lufts  of  the  flefh,  and  the  pride  of  life;  which  are, 
not  of  the  Father,  but  of  this  world;  left  any  be  ex-, 
alted  in  a  liberty,  that  maketh  the  crofs  of  Jefus  of 
none  efFeft,  and  the  offence  thereof  to  ceafe :  for  fuch 
will  become  as  fait  that  hath  loft  its  favour,  and  at 
laft  will  be  trod  under  the  feet  of  God  and  men. 
For  the  Lord  will  withdraw  his  daily  prefence,  and 
the  fountain  will  come  to  be  fealed  up,  and  the  well 
of  falvation  be  ftopped  again. 

Therefore,  as  all  would  rejoice  in  the  joy  of  God*s 
falvation,  let  them  wait  for  the  faving  power,  and 
dwell  in  it;  that  knqwing  the  myftery  of  the  work  of 
regeneration,  Chrift  formed  in  them,  the  hope  of 
their  glory,  they  may  be  able,  in  the  motion  of  him 
that  hath  begotten  them  through  death  to  life,  to  go 
forth  and  declare  the  way  of  life  and  falvation. 

And  all  you  that  are  young-convinced  of  the  eter- 
nal truth,  come  into  it,  and  then  you  will  feel  the 
virtue  of  it,  and  fo]  you  will  be  witrieffes ;  otherwife 
*^  vain  talkers,  wells  without  water^  clouds  without 
^^  rain;  for  which  ftate  is  referVed  the  blacknefs  of 
*^  darknefs  for  ever." 
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Wherefore  gird  up  the  loins  of  your  minds,  and 
be  fobcf,  and  tempt  not  God;  but  receive  the  day 
of  your  vifitation,  and  walk  worthy  of  for  great  a 
love,  and  delight  to  retain  God  in  your  knowledge ; 
imd  grieve  not  his  holy  Spirit,  but  join  to  it,  and  be 
led  by  it,  that  it  may  be  an  earned  to  you  of  an  eter- 
nal inheritance. 

And  take  up  your  daily  crofs,  and  follow  Chrift^ 
and  not  the  fpirit  of  this  world.  He  was  meek  and 
lowly,  he  was  humble  and  plain ;  ^e  was  few  in  words, 
but  mighty  in  deeds  •,  he  loved  not  his  life  unto  death, 
tven  the  reproachful  death  of  the-  crofs ;  but  laid 
•down  his  life,  and  became  of  no  reputation,  and  that 
For  the  rebellious,  "  O  the  height,  and  the  depth, 
^*  the  length,  and  the  breadth,  yea,  the  unfearchable*- 
♦*  neft  of  the  love  of  God  in  Chrift  Jefus  V 

Wherefore,  while  it  is  to-day,  hearken  to  his  voice, 
land  harden  not  your  hearts :  and  make  no  bargains 
for  yourfel ves,  neither  confult  with  flelh  and  blood  5 
but  let  the  Lord  be  your  light,  and  your  falvation: 
let  him  be  the  ftrength  of  your  life,  and  the  length  of 
your  days.  And  this  know  affuredly,  that  none  ever 
irufted  to  the  Lord,  and  were  confounded. 

Wherefore  hold  up  your  teftimony  for  God,  as  you 
Ivould  enjoy  the  increafmgs  of  his  life  and  love :  and 
let  your  light  fhine,  and  confefs  him  before  the  whole 
world.  Smother  not  his  appearance,  neither  hide  thy 
tandle,  God  hath  lighted  in  thee,  under  a  bufliel; 
for  Chrift  walketh  among  his  candlefticks  of  pure  and 
tried  gold.  Wherefore  fet  thy  light  upon  a  candle^^ 
ttick,  and  Ihew  forth  thy  good  converfation  in  nrreek* 
toefs  and  godly  fear,  that  thou  mayeft  become  a  good 
example  -,  and  others,  beholding  thy  good  works,  may 
gloiity  God.  But  for  the  rebellious,  the  fearful,  and 
Ihe  unbelieving,  the  day  haftens  upon  fuch,  that  thfe 
things  that  belong  to  their  eticTftal  peace  fliall  be  hid 
irotti  their  eyes  f*  ever. 

Ahd  all  you,  my  dear  friends  and  brethren,  who 
are  in  fufierings  for  the  teftimony  of  Jefus,  and  a  ^ood 
confcietace  i  look  up  to  Jefbsj  the  Author  and  Finiflier 

of 
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of  your  faith;  who,  for  the  joy  that  was  fet  before 
him,  endured  the  crofs,  and  deipifed  the  fhame,  and 
is  fet  down  at  the  right  hand  of  the  Father  in  the  hea- 
venly place;  into  which,  if  you  faint  not,  you  Ihall 
all  be  received,  after  the  days  of  your  pilgrimage  fhall 
be  at  an  end,  with  a  "  Well  done,  good  and  faithful 
"  fervant." 

And  ^though  thefe  affliftions  fcem  not  joyous,  but 
grievous  for  the  prefent,  yet  a  far  more  exceeding 
weight  of  glory  ftands  at  the  door.  Wherefore  courit 
it  all  joy  when  you  fall  into  thefe  trials,  and  perfevere 
Co  the  end,  knowing  that  he  that  fhall  come,  will 
come,  and  will  aot  tarry,  and  that  his  reward  is  with  him. 
Remember  the  martyrs  of  Jefus,  that  loved  not  their 
lives  to  the  death  for  his  name's-fake  that  called  them. 
And  Jefus  himfclf,  that  made  a  good  confeffion  be- 
fore Pontius  Pilate,  who  hath  confecratcd  through  his 
blood  a  new  ^nd  living  way  for  all  that  come  unto 
God  by  hin?,  who  is  made  an  high  pried,  higher 
than  the  heavens,  one  that  can  be  touched  and  moved, 
and  is  daily  touched  and  moved  with  our  weakneis 
and  infirmity,  that  through  him  we  may  be  made 
ftrong  in  the  Lord,  and  more  than  conquerors  through 
him  that  hach  loved  us. 

Wherefore  let  it  not  feem  as  if  ibme  ftrange  thing 
had  happened  to  you ;  for  all  thefe  things  are  for  the 
;trial  of  your  faithi  which  is  more  precious  than  the 
gold  £kat  perifheth.  It  is  the  old  quarrel,  children  of 
tins  world  againft  the  children  of  the  Lord;  thofe 
that  are  born  after  the  flefh,  warring  againfjk  thofe  that 
are  bora  after  the  Spirit:  Cain  againfl:  Abel,  the  old 
world  againfl  Noah;  Sodomites  againfl:  Lot;  Hagar 
againfl:  Sarah ;  Ifbmael  againfl:  I&ac;  Efau  againfl:  Ja* 
cohi  Egyptians  againft  Ifraeiites^  the  falie  prophets 
againft'the  true  prophets,  as  Ifaiah,  Jeremiah,  &Ct 
The  Jiews,  under  the  profefiion  of -the  letter  q£  die 
law,  againfl:  Chrifl:,  that  came  to  6ilfil  the  law,  an^ 
all  his  spiritual  ibUower^  and  xiifcipless  and  all  th« 
£EiUb  a|)ofl:ate  Chn&iMS  againft  the  4:rue  and  fpiritual 
Cfariftiaas  and  n)#rtyxsx>f  JeAis, 

P  d  c^  ^j^ 
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So,  your  conflift  is  for  the  fpiritual  appearance  of 
Chrift  Jcfus,  againll  thofe  that  profefs  him  in  words, 
but  in  works  and  converfation  every  day  deny  him; 
doing  defpite  to  the  Spirit  of  grace  in  themfclves, 
and  thofe  that  are  led  by  it.  But  though  Gog  and 
Magog  (hall  gather  themfelves  together  to  lay  wafte 
the  city  of  God,  yet  the  Lord  hath  determined  their 
deftrudion^  and  he  will  bring  it  to  pafs. 

"  Wherefore  rejoice,  O  thou  little  hill  of  God,  and 
*^  clap  thy  hands  for  joy  j  for  he  that  is  faithful  and 
"  true,  juftj  and  righteous,  and  able  to  deliver  thee, 
/^  dwells  in  the  midft  of  thee:  who  will  caufe  thee 
*^  to  grow  and  increafe,  till  thou  becomeft  a  great 
"  mountain,  till  thou  becomeft  the  praife  of  the 
*^  whole  earth,  and  the  whole  earth  be  filled  with  thy 
<^  glory." 

And  to  you  all,  who  are  the  followers  of  the  Lamb 
of  God,  who  was  dead,  but  is  alive,  and  lives  for 
evermore;  who  is  rifen  in  your  hearts,  as  a  bright 
Alining  light,  and  is  leading  you  out  of  the  nature 
and  fpirit  of  this  world,  in  the  path  of  regeneration; 
I  have  this  to  fay,  by  way  of  holy  encouragement  unto 
you  all,  the  Lord  God  eternal,  that  was,  and  is,  and 
is  to  come,  hath  referved  for  you  the  glories  of  the  laft 
days :  and  if  fo  be  that  the  followers  and  martyrs  of 
Jefus  in  ages  paft,  when  the  church  was  going  into 
the  wildernefs,  and  his  witnefles  into  fackcloth,  were, 
notwithftanding,  fo  noble  and  valiant  for  the  truth  on 
earth,  that  they  loved  not  their  lives  unto  death,  and 
fuffered  joyfully  the  fpoiling  of  their  goods  for  the 
teftimony  of  Jefus,  how  much  more  ought  you  all  to 
be  encouraged  unto  faithfulnefs,  who  are  come  to  the 
refurreftion  of  the  day  which  (hall  never  more  be 
eclipfed;  in  which  the  bridegroom  is  to  come,  to  fetch 
you  his  fpoufe  out  of  the  wildernefs,  to  give  you 
beauty  for  alhes,  and  the  garment  of  praife  for  the 
fpirit  of  heavinefs ;  who  will  cover  you  with  his  Spi- 
rit, and  adorn  you  with  his  fine  linen,  the  righteouf- 
i^fs  of  the  faints.  Lean  upon  his  brcaft  for.  ever,  and 
know  your  joining  in  an  cverlafting  ^covenant  with 

him, 
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him,  that  he  may  lift  up  the  light  of  his  countenance 
upon  you,  and  delight  to  do  you  good :  that  in  blcf- 
fing  he  may  blefs  you,  increafc  you,  and  multiply 
you  in  all  fpiritual  bleflings  now  and  for  ever;  thw 
to  God,  through  him,  you  may  live  all  the  days  of 
your  appointed  time.  To  whom  be  glory  and  honour, 
praifes  and  thankfgivings  in  the  church  throughout  all 
ages,  and  for  ever. 

I  am,  in  the  faith,  patience,  tribulation,  and 
hope  of  the  kingdom  of  Jefus,  your  ^iend 
and  brother, 

W.    PENN. 

My  companions  in  the  labour  and  travail  of  the 
tcftimony  of  Jefus,  falute  you  all  in  the  love  of 
our  God^  We  have  pafled  through  feveral  cities 
of  Germany,  and  are  now  at  Franckfort,  where 
the  Lord  hath  given  us  three  blefled  opportuni- 
ties with  a  ferious  and  feeking  people;  whereof, 
as  in  other  places  of  this  country,  many  of  them 
are  perfons  of  great  worldly  quality.  Blefled  be 
the  name  of  the  Lord,  to  whom  be  glory  for 
ever. 

W.  P. 

Franckfort,  the  2  ad  of  the 
6th  month,  1677. 

The  fifth  day^  we  arrived  by  the  way  of  Worms  at 
Crilheim,  in  the  Paltzgrave*s  country;  where  we 
found,  to  our  great  joy,  a  meeting  of  tender  and  faith- 
ful people :  but  it  feems  the  infpedor  of  the  Calvin- 
ift3  had  enjoined  the  vaught,  or  chief  officer,  not  to 
fuffer  ^ny  preaching  to  be  amongft  our  friends ;  who, 
poor  ipan,  fearing  the  indignation  of  the  clergy,  came 
next  day  to  defire  friends  not  to  fuffer  any  preaching 
to  be  amongft  them,  left  he  Ihould  be  turned  out  of 
his  place.    To  whoa>  we  defired  friends  to  fay;^  that 

'  2j.  6.  5. 
D  d  3        '  if 
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if  he  plcafcd  he  might  apprehend  Us,  and  Carry  tis  to 
the  prince,  before  whom  we  (hould  give  an  account 
ef  our  teftimony. 

•  But,  blcffcd  be  the  Lord,  we  eAjoyed  our  mtcting 
quietly  and  comfortably ;  of  which  a  coach-full  from 
Worms  made  part,  amongft  whom  was  a  governor  of 
tiiat  country,  and  one  of  the  chief  Lutheran  priefts. 

It  came  upon  me  in  this  place  to  falute  the  prin* 
cefs  and  countcfs  with  this  following  epiftlc. 

A  falutatibn  to  Elizabeth,  Prihccfs  Palatine,  and  An- 
na Maria  de  Homes,  Countcfs  of  Homes,  at  Hcr- 
wcrden  in  Germany. 

My  worthy  friends, 

SUCH  as  I  have,  fuch  I  give  unto  you,  the  dear 
and  tender  falutation  of  light,  life,  peace,  and 
falvation  by  Jcfus  Chrift,  the  blelTed  Lamb  of  God ; 
with  the  unfpeakable  joy  of  which  he  hath  fo  replcn- 
iflied  my  foul  at  this  time,  that  my  cup  overflowcth; 
which  is  the  reward  of  them  that  cheerfully  drink  his 
cup  of  tribulations,  that  love  the  crofs,  and  triumph 
in  all  the  Ihame,  reproaches,  and  contradiftions  of  the 
world  that  do  attend  it.  My  God  take  you  by  the 
hand,  and  gently  lead  you  through  all  the  difficulties 
of  regeneration  -,  and  as  you  have  begun  to  know  and 
love  his  fweet  and  tender  drawings,  fo  refign  the  whole 
condudt  of  your  lives  to  him. 

Difpute  not  away  the  precious  fenfe  that  you  have 
of  him,  be  it  as  fmall  as  a  grain  of  mu(l:ard*feed, 
which  is  the  leaft  of  all  feeds ;  there  is  a  power  in  it 
{if  you  do  but  believe)  to  remove  the  greateft  moun- 
tains of  oppofition.  O  precious  is  this  faith!  yea, 
more  precious  than  the  glory  and  honour  of  this 
world  that  perilheth.  It  will  give  courage  to  g6 
with  Chrift  before  Caiaphas  and  Pilate  j  yea,  to  beaJ: 
his  cfofs  without  the  camp,  iand  to  ht  crucifred  with 
him,  knowing  that  the  Spirit  of  God  and  of  glory 
fliall  reft  upon  them.    To  the  inheritors  of  this  hiith, 

is 
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is  referved  the  eternal  kingdom  of  peace  and  joy  in 
the  Holy  Ghoft. 

O  be  you  of  that  little  flocks  unto  whona  Jefus  faid» 
**  Fear  not,  it  is  your  Father's  good  pleafure  to  give 
*^  you  the  kingdom  2"  and  to  be  of  this  flock,  yoii 
mull  become  as  Iheep;  and  to  be  as  flieep,  you  muft 
become  harmlefs ;  aha  to  become  harmless,  you  muft 
hear  and  follow  the  Lamb  of  God,  as  he  is  that  blefled 
light  which  difcovereth  and  condemneth  all  the  un^ 
fruitful  works  of  darknefs^  and  maketh  harmlefs  as  a 
dove ;  which  word,  aU^  leaveth  not  one  peccadiUa  or 
circumftance  undifcovered  or  unjudgedi  and  the  word 
darknejs  taketh  in  the  whole  night  of  apoftacy;  and 
the  word  unfruitful,  is  a  plain  judgment  againft  all 
thofe  dark  works.  Wherefore  oujt  of  them  all  come, 
and  be  you  feparated ;  and  God  will  give  you  a  crown 
of  life,  which  Ihall  never  fade  away« 

O!  the  lownefi  and  meannefs  of  thofe  fpirits,  that 
defpife  or  negleft  the  joys  and  glories  of  immortality, 
for  the  fake  of  the  things  which  are  feen*  that  are  but 
temporal,  debating  the  nobility  of  their  fouls,  aban- 
doning the  government  of  the  Divine  Spirit,  and  em«- 
bracing  with  all  ardency  of  affection  the  fenfual  plea^- 
fures  of  this  life ;  but  fuch  as  perfevere  therein,  Ihall 
not  enter  into  God's  reft  for  ever. 

But  this  is  not  all  that  hindereth  and  obftrufteth  in 
the  holy  way  of  bleffednefs ;  for  there  is  the  world's 
fear,  as  well  as  the  world's  joy,  that  obftru<5tcth  many, 
or  clfe  Chrift  had  not  faid,  "  Fear  not,"  to  his  little 
flock.  The  ihame  of  the  crofs  is  a  yoke  too  uneafy, 
and  a  burden  too  heavy  for  flelh  and  blood  to  bear, 
it  is  true ;  but  therefore  (hall  fleih  aad  blood  never 
enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God.  And  not  to  them 
that  are  born  of  the  flefh,'  but  to  thofe  that  are 
bom  of  the  Spirit,  through  the  word  of  iTegeneralion, 
is  appointed  the  kingdom,  and  that  throne  whiqh  fliali 
judge  the  twelve  tribes  oi  Ifrael,  und  all  the  woild. 
The  Lord  perfed  what  he  l»uii  Js>egun  ia  you,  biA 
give  you  dominion  inrer  iJie  lovp  .and  foar  oi  thitt 
wodd* 

P  d  4  And^ 
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And,  my  friends,  if  you  would  profit  in  the  way 
of  God,  defpifc  not  the  day  of  fmall  things  in  your- 
felves :  know  this,  that  to  defire  and  finccrely  to 
breathe  after  the  Lord,  is  a  bleffed  ftatej  you  muft 
feck  ^before  you  find.  Do  you  believe?  Make  not 
hafte,  extinguifli  not  thofe  fmall  beginnings  by  an 
over-earneft  or  impatient  defire  of  vidtory.  God's 
time  is  the  beft  time;  be  you  faithful,  and  your  con- 
flift  fliall  end  with  glory  to  God,  and  the  reward  of 
peace  to  your  own  fouls.  Therefore  love  the  judg- 
ment, and  love  the  fire;  ftart  not  afide,  neither  flinch 
from  the  fcorchings  of  it,  for  it  will  purify  and  refine 
you  as  gold  feven  times  tried ;  then  cometh  the  ftamp 
and  feal  of  the  L.ord  upon  his  own  veflcl,  "  Holinefs 
*'  to  him  for  ever  j"  which  he  never  gave,  nor  will 
give,"  to  reprobate  filver,  the  ftate  of  the  religious 
worfhippers  of  the  world.  And  herein  be  comforted, 
that  Sion  (hall  be  redeemed  through  judgment,  and 
her  converts  through  righteoufncfs ;  and  after  the  ap- 
pointed time  of  mourning  is  over,  the  Lord  will  give 
beauty  for  alhes,  the  oil  of  joy  for  mourning,  and  the 
garment  of  praife  for  the  fpirit  of  heavinefs.  Then 
fliall  you  be  able  to  fay,  "  Who  is  he  that  condemn- 
^*  eth  us?  God  hath  jufl:ified  us:  there  is  no  con- 
**  demnation  to  us  that  are  in  Chrift  Jefus,  who  walk 
y  not  after  the  flefti,  but  after  the  Spirit." 

Wherefore,  my  dear  friends,  walk  not  only  not  af- 
ter the  fleftily  lulls,  but  alfo  not  after  the  fleftily  reli- 
gions and  worftiips  of  the  world :  for  that  which  is 
not  born  of  the  Spirit  is  flefti ;  and  all  flefti  fliall  wi- 
ther as  the  grafs,  and  the  beauty  of  it  fliall  fade  away 
as  the  flower  of  the  field,  before  God's  fun,  that  is 
rifen  and  rifing.  But  the  word  of  the  Lord,  in  which 
is  life^  and  that  life  the  light  of  men,  fliall  endure  for 
ever,  and  give  life  eternal  to  them  that  love,  and 
wait  in,  the  light. 

And  I  intreat  you,  by  the  love  you  have  for  Jefus, 
have  a  care  how  you  touch  with  fleflily  births,  or  fay 
amen,  by  word  or  pradtice,  to  that  which  is  not  born 
of  the  Spirit :  for  God  i$  not  to  be  found  of  that,  in 

your- 
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yourfelves  or  others,  that  callcth  him  Father,  and  he 
hath  never  begotten  it  in  them ;  that  latitude  and 
conformity  is  not  of  God,  but  fecretly  grieveth  his 
Spirit,  and  obftrudteth  the  growth  of  the  foul  in  its 
acquaintance  and  intimate  communion  with  the 'kprd* 
"  Withont  me,"  faith  Jefus,  "  you  can  do  nothing ; 
**  and  all  that  came  before  me  are  thieves  and  rob*- 
*'  bers."  If  fo,  O  what  are  they  that  pray,  and 
preach,  and  fing  without  Jefus,  and  follow  not  him 
in  thofe  duties,  but  even  in  them  crucify  him  ?  O  that 
I  may  find  in  you  an  ear  to  hear,  and  an  heart  to 
perceive  and  embrace  thefe  truths  of  Jefus ! 

And  I  can  fay,  I  have  great  caufe  to  hope,  and  pa- 
tiently to  wait,  till  the  falvation  of  God  be  farther 
revealed  to  you,  and  the  whole  family  i  with  whom,  I 
mull  acknowledge,  I  was  abundantly  refreftied  and 
comforted,  in  that  God  in  meafure  made  known  the 
riches  of  his  grace,  and  operation  of  his  celeftial 
power  to  you  J  and  his  witnefs  fhall  dwell  with  you, 
if  we  never  fee  you  more,  that  God  magnified  his 
own  ftrength  in  our  weaknefs.  With  him  we  leave 
our  travails,  affeftionately  recommending  you  to  his 
holy  Spirit  of  grace,  that  you  may  be  conformed  to 
the  image  of  his  own  dear  Son,  who  is  able  and  ready 
to  preferve  you.  O  ftay  your  minds  upon  him,  and 
he  will  keep  you  in  perfect  peace,  and  abide  with  you 
for  ever.  The  Almighty  take  you  into  his  holy  protec- 
tion now  and  for  ever. 

I  am  your  true  friend,  ready  to  ferve  you,  with 
with  fervent  love,  in  the  will  of  God, 

W.    PENN. 

My   dear  companions  do,  with  me,  give  you  the 

dear  falutation  of  unfeigned  love,  and  thofe  in 

the  family  that  love  the  Lord  Jefus  in  fincerity 
and  truth  without  wavering. 

P.  S.  We  are  this  evening  bound  towards  Manheim, 
the  court  of  the  Prince  Palatine,  and  have  tra- 
velled about  twelve  Englifh  miles  on  foot. 

That 
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That  night  we  lodged  at  Franckenthall^  and  got 
fiext  morning,'  being  the  feventh  day  of  the  week,  to 
Manheinn ;  but  were  difappointed  of  our  defign>  which 
was  to  fpeak  with  the  prince,  for  he  was  gone  the  day 
befoK  to  Heydelbergh,  his  chief  city,  about  fifteen 
Englifh  miles  from  that  place.  And  confidering  that 
by  reafon  of  the  meeting  next  day  with  friends  at 
Crilheim  already  appointed,  we  could  neither  go  for** 
ward,  nor  ftay  till  he  returned;  and  yet  being  not 
clear  to  come  away,  as  if  we  had  never  endeavoured 
to  vifit  him,  it  was  upon  me-  to  write  him  the  follow- 
ing letter,  to  let  him  know  we  had  been  there^  and 
briefly  our  end  in  coming. 

To  the  Prince  Elcftor  Palatine  of  Heydclbcrgh, 

Great  Prince! 

IT  would  (eem  firange  that  I,  both  a  ftranger  and 
a  fubjedt,  ihould  ufe  this  freedom  of  addrefs  to  a 
prince,  were  he  not  one  whofe  aAions  (hew  him  to  be 
of  a  free  difpofition,  and  eafy  accefs  to  all :  would  to  God 
all  princes  were  of  that  mind !  But  I  have  not  chofea 
this  way  of  application ;  I  am  driven  to  it,  by  the  dif- 
appointment  thy  abfcnoe'  from  this  court  gave  me, 
and  the  neceffity  I  am  under  to  expedite  my  return. 
And  though  I  cannot  fo  fully,  and  confequently  not 
fo  clearly,  exprefs  by  letter  the  grounds  inducing  me 
to  attempt  this  vifit,  yet  this  being  all  the  way  that 
is  left  me,  I  ihall  -declare  them  as  well  as  I  can. 

In  the  firft  place,  I  do,  with  all  fincere  and'Chriftian 
refpeft,  acknowledge  and  commend  that  indulgence 
thou  giveft  to  all  people  profefling  religion,  difleat* 
ing  froth  the  national  communion :  for  it  is  in  itfelf 
a  mofl:  natural,  prudent,  and  Cbriftian  thing. 

Natural,  becaufe  it  preferves  nature  jfrom  being 
made  a  facrifice  to  the  lavage  fury  of  fallible,  yet 
proud  opinions  i  outlawing  men  of  parts,  ^rts,  in&if- 

«  «5t  6*  7» 
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tiy,  and  honefty^  the  grand  requifices  of  human  fo^ 
ciety,  and  expofing  them  and  their  families  to  utter 
ruin  for  mere  nonconformity,  not  to  religion^  but  to 
modes  and  faihions  in  religion. 

Christian,  fince  the  contrary  exprefsly  contradift- 
cth  both  the  precept  and  example  of  Chrift,  who 
taught  us  *  to  love  enemies,  not  to  abufe  our  friends, 

*  and  triumph  in  the  deftruftion  of  our  harmlefs  neigh- 

*  bours.'  He  rebuked  his  difciples,  when  they  called 
for  *^  fire  from  heaven  upon  Diflcnters,"  it  may  be 
oppofers :  certainly,  then,  he  never  intended  that  they 
fhould  kindle  "  fire  upon  earth  to  devour  men  for 
*^  confcience."  And  if  Chrift,  to  whom  all  power 
given,  and  his  holy  apoftles,  refufed  to  employ  hum^n 
force  and  artifice  fo  much  as  to  conferve  themfelves, 
it  is  an  arrogancy  every  way  indefenfible  in  thofe  that 
pretend  to  be  their  followers,  that  they  afiume  an  au- 
thority to  fuperfede,  controul,  and  contradict  the  pre- 
cepts and  examples  of  Chrift  and  his  apoftles ;  whofe 
kingdom  not  being  of  the  nature  of  this  ambitious 
violent  world,  was  not  eredted  or  maintained  by  thole 
weapons  that  are  carnal,  but  fpiritual  and  intellectual, 
adequate  to  the  nature  of  the  foul,  and  mighty  through 
God  to  caft  down  the  ftrong-holds  of  fin,  and  every 
vain  imagination  exalted  in  man  above  the  lowly  meek 
fear  of  God,  that  ought  to  have  the  pre-eminence  in 
the  hearts  of  the  fons  of  men. 

Indulgence  is  prudent,  in  that  it  preferveth  con* 
cord:  no  kingdom  divided  againft  itfelt  can  ftand.  It 
encourageth  arts,  parts,  and  induftry,  to  Ihew  and 
improve  themfelves,  which  indeed  are  the  ornaments, 
ftrength,  and  wealth  of  a  country:  it  encourageth 
people  to  tranfplant  into  this  land  of  liberty,  where 
the  fwcat  of  the  brow  is  not  made  the  forfeit  of  the 
confcience. 

And,  laftly,  it  rendereth  the  prince  peculiarly  fafe 
and  great.  Safe^  becaufe  all  interefts,  for  intereft  fake, 
are  bound  to  love  and  court  him.  Greats  in  that  he 
is  not  governed  or  clogged  with  the  power  of  hrs 

clergy. 
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clergy,  which  in  moft  countries  is  not  only  a  co-ordi- 
nate power,  a  kind  of  duumviratefhip  in  government, 
imperium  in  imperioy  at  lead  an  cclipfe  to  monarchy, 
but  a  fuperior  power,  and  rideth  the  prince  to  their 
defigns,  holding  the  helm  of  the  government,  and 
fleering  not  by  the  laws  of  civil  freedom,  but  certain 
eccledaftical  maxims  of  their  own,  to  the  maintenance 
and  enlargement  of  their  worldly  empire  in  their 
church :  and  all  this  villainy  a£bed  under  the  facred, 
peaceable,"  and  alluring  name  of  Christ,  his  miniftry 
and  church :  though  as  remote  from  their  nature,  as 
the  wolf  from  the  fheep,  and  the  pope  from  Peter. 

The  next  thing  I  fhould  have  taken  the  liberty  to 
have  difcourfed,  would  have  been  this:  what  encou- 
ragement a  colony  of  virtuous  and  induftrious  fami- 
lies might  hope  to  receive  from  thee,  in  cafe  they 
ihould  tranfpknt  themfelves  into  this  country,  which 
certainly  in  itfclf  is  very  excellent,  refpefting  taxes, 
oaths,  arms,  &c. 

Farther,  to  have  reprefented  the  condition  of  fome 
of  our  friends^  and  thy  own  fubjefts;  who,  though 
they  are  liable  to  the  fame  tax  as  Menifts,  &c.  (not 
by  part  the  cafe  of  other  diffenters)  yet  the  vaught  of 
the  town  where  they  live,  came  yefterday  to  forbid  all 
preaching  amongft  them,  which  implies  a  fort  of  con- 
tradiftion  to  the  indulgence  given. 

And,  in  the  laft  place,  forafmuch  as  all  ix>en  owe 
their  being  to  fomething  greater  than  themfelves,  to 
which  it  is  reafonable  to  believe  they  are  a^ccountable, 
from  whence  follow  rewards  or  punifhments  j 

1  had  an  earneft  defire  to  have  fpoken  of  the  nature, 
truth,  ufe,  benefit,  and  reward  of  religion ;  and  there- 
in, as  to  have  difcourfed  what  is  Chriftian  religion  in 
itjelfy  freed  from  thofe  unreafonable  garbs  fome  men 
make  it  to  wear,  fo  juftly  ofFenfive  to  wife  and  thinkr 
ing  men,  fo  to  have  proved  the  principle  and  life  of 
the  people  in  fcorn  called  Quakers  to  have  been  fuita- 
ble  to  the  true  followers  of  holy  Jesus.  But  as  the 
particulars  would  fwell  a  letter  to  a  book,  I  fhall  (akc 

the 
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the  freedom  to  prefent  thee,   upon  my  return,  with 
fome  trafts  treating  upon  all  thofe  fubjedls. 

Prince !  My  foul  is  filled  with  love  and  refpeft  to 
thee  and  thy  family;  I  wifti  you  all  true  and  laft- 
ing  felicity,  and  earneftly  defire  that  you  may  never 
forget  your  affliftions;  and,  in  the  remembrance  of 
them,  be  dehorted  from  thofe  lufts  and  impieties, 
which  draw  the  vengeance  of  heaven  upon  the  greateft 
families  on  earth,  that  God  may  look  upon  you  with 
the  favourable  eye  of  his  providence.  And  blefled  is 
that  man,  whofe  God,  (by  profeffion)  is  the  Lord  in 
reality,  viz.  that  is  ruled  and  governed  by  the  Lord, 
and  that  lives  in  fubjeftion  to  his  grace  j  that  having 
a  divine  fenfe  of  God  in  his  heart,  delights  to  retain 
that  fenfe  and  knowledge  of  him,  and  be  meditating 
in  his  noble  royal  law,  that  converts  the  foul  to  God, 
and  redeems  man  from  the  fenfual  pleafures  of  this 
world,  to  the  true  fatisfadion  of  the  intelleftual  and 
divine  life. 

0  the  meannefs  and  lownefs  of  their  fpirits,  that 
abandon  themfelves  to  the  government  of  fenfe,  tli€ 
animal  life;  thereby  debafing  their  natures,  rejefting 
the  divine  light,  that  fhineth  in  their  hearts,  faying, 
*'  Let  us  eat  and  drink,  for  to-morrow  we  fhall  die," 
forgetting  whence  they  are  defcended,  and  not  confi- 
dering  the  peace  and  joy  of  the  virtuous ! 

1  defire  that  the  Lord  would  put  it  ihto  thy  heart 
to  think  of  thy  latter  end  5  and,  with  the  ^  light  of 
*  Chrift  in  thy  confcience,*  examine  how  it  Hands 
with  thy  foul,  that  thou  mayeft  know,  and  diligently 

.  .watch  to  do,  thofe  things  that  belong  to  thy  eternal 
peace. 

One  thing  more  give  me  leave  to  recommend  to 
thee,  and  that  is,  to  be  very  careful  of  inculcating 
generous,  free  and  righteous  principles  into  thy  fon, 
who  is  like  to  fucceed  thee  j  that  wtien  thou  art  gone, 
the  reputation  of  the  country  may  not  fink  by  contrary 
praftices,  nor  the  people  of  divers  judgments  (now 
thy  fubjeds)   be  difappointed,   diftreffcd,   or  ruined. 

Which, 
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Which*  with  fincere  defires  for  thy  temporal  and  ttth 
nal  good*  concludes  this. 

Thy  unknown,  but  fincere  friend, 

WILLJAM  PENN. 

Fiom  ManlieuD»  the  25th  of 
the  6th  month,  1677. 

Which  being  done,  and  having  refrefhed  ouriclvcs, 
we  returned  that  night  by  the  Rhine  to  Worms ;  from 
whence  we  the  next  morning,  being  the  firft  day  of 
the  week/  walked  on  foot  to  Crifheim,  which  is  about 
fix  Englilh  miles  from  Worms.  We  had  ^a  good 
meeting,  from  the  tenth  till  the  third  hour,  and  the 
Lord's  power  fweetly  opened  to  many  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  town  that  were  at  the  meeting ;  yea,  the 
vaught,  or  chief  officer  himfelf,  ftood  at  the  door  be- 
hind  the  barn,  where  he  could  hear,  and  not  be  feen ; 
who  went  to  the  pried,  and  told  him  that  it  was  his 
work,  if  we  were  hcreticks,  to  difcover  us  to  be  fiich; 
but  for  his  part,  he  had  heard  nothing  but  what  was 
good,  and  he  would  not  meddle  with  us. 

In  the  evening  we  had  a  more  retired  meeting  of 
the  friends  only,  very  weighty  and  tender;  yea,  the 
power  rofe  in  an  high  operation  among  them,  and 
great  was  the  love  of  God  that  rofe  in  our  hearts  at 
the  meeting  to  vifit  them ;  and  there  is  a  lovely, 
iweet,  and  true  fenfe  among  them :  we  were  greatly 
comforted  in  them,  and  they  were  greatly  comforted 
in  us.  Poor  hearts !  a  little  handful,  iurrounded  with 
great  and  mighty  countries  of  darkitefs!  it  is  the 
Lord's  great  goodncfs  and  mercy  to  them,  that  they 
are  fo  finely  kept,  even  natural,  in  the  feed  of  life. 
They  were  moft  of  them  gathered  by  dear  William 
Ames. 

The  next  mornftig*  we  had  another  meeting,  wiiere 
we  took  our  leave  of  them,  and  fo  came,  accompa- 
nied  by  fcveral  of  them,  to  Wornwj  where  having 

^  26.  6.  1.       '  27.  6.  2. 
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refreflied  ourfelyes^  we  went  to  vifit  the  Lutheran 
prieft,  that  was  at  the  meeting  the  fixth  day  before  at 
Crilheim ;  he  received  us  very  kindly,  and  his  wife, 
not  without  fome  fenfe  of  our  teftimony.  After  wc 
had  difcourfed  about  an  hour  with  him,  of  the  true 
and  heavenly  miniftry  and  worfhip,  and  in  what  they 
ftood,  and  what  all  people  mud:  come  unto,  if  ever 
they  will  know  how  to  worfhip  God  aright,  we  de« 
parted,  and  immediately  fent  them  feveral  good  books 
of  friends,  in  High  Dutch. 

We  took  boat  about  the  third  hour  in  the  afternoon, 
and  came  down  the  river  Rhine  to  Mentz,  where  we 
arrived  about  the  fifth  hour  in  the  morning/  and  im* 
mediately  took  an  open  chariot  to  Franckfort,  where 
we  came  about  the  firft  hour  in  the  afternoon* 

We  prefently  informed  fome  of  thofe  people,  that 
had  received  us  the  time  before,  of  our  return  to  that 
city,  with  defires  that  we  might  hav'e  a  meeting  that 
afternoon  $  which  was  readily  grantee!  us  by  the  noble 
women,  at  whofe  houfe  we  met,  whither  reforted 
fome  chat  we  had  not  feen  t>efore :  and  the  Lord  did, 
after  a  living  manner,  open  our  hearts  and  mouths 
amoagft  them,  which  was  received  by  them  as  a  far-* 
cher  confirmation  of  the  coming  of  the  day  of  the 
Ijord  unto  them;  yea,  with  much  joy  and  kindneis 
ihey  received  us. 

The  meeting  held  till  the  ninth  hour  at  night ;  they 
•cDoftrained  us  to  flay  and  eat  with  them,  which  was 
alfo  a  bleifed  meeting  to  them.  Before  we  parted,  we 
defired  a  feled  meeting  the  next  morning,  at  the  ianse 
place,  of  thofe  that  we  felt  more  inwardly  a^»3:ed 
vith  truth's  ceflinnony,  and  that  were  neareft  unto  the 
ftate  of  a  filent  meeting,  which  they  joyfully  affented 
to. 

We  went  to  our  lodging,  and  the  next  morning' 
we  returned  unto  them,  with  whom  we  had  a  blefled 
imd  heavenly  opportunity,  £br  we  had  room  for  <hu: 

^  aS.  6.  3*       ^  29.  6.  4. 

life 
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life  amongft  them :  it  was  among  faithful  friends^  life 
ran  as  oil,  and  fwam  a* top  of  all. 

Wc  recommended  a  ftlmt  meeting  unto  them,  that 
they  might  grow  into  an  holy  fthnce  unto  themfelvcs; 
that  the  mouth  that  calls  God  Father^  that  is  not  of 
his  own  birtbj  may  be  flopped,  and  all  images  con- 
founded, that  they  may  hear  the  foft  voice  of  Jejus  to 
inftruft  them,  and  receive  his  fweet  life  to  feed  them, 
and  to  build  them  up. 

About  the  ninth  hour  we  departed  from  that  places 
and  went  to  Vander  Walls,  where  the  meeting  was  the 
time  before,  and  there  we  had  a  more  publick  meet* 
ing  of  all  that  pleafed  to  come.  The  Lord  did  fo 
abundantly  appear  among  us,  that  they  were  more 
broken  than  we  had  feen  them  at  any  time ;  yea,  they 
were  exceeding  tender  and  low,  and  the  love  of  God 
was  much  raifed  in  their  hearts  to  the  teftimony.  In 
this  fenfible  frame  we  left  them,  and  the  bleflings 
and  peace  of  our,  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  with  and  among 
them. 

And  after  we  had  refrefhed  ourfelves  at  our  inn,  wc 
took  boat  down  the  Maine  to  Mentz,  where  we  ar- 
rived about  the  fifth  hour.     It  is  a  great  city,  but  a 
dark  and  fuperftitious  place,  according  to  the  Popifli 
way,  and  -is  under  the  government  of  a  Popifh  bilhop. 
We  flayed   no   longer  there  than  till  our  boat  was 
ready,  which  might  be  better  than  half  an  hour.  From 
Mentz  we  went  on  our  way  down  the  Rhine  fix  Ger- 
man miles,  and  came  that  night  to  Hampack :  from 
thence  the  next  morning,"   we  went  by  Bacherach, 
Coblentz,  and  other  places  upon  the  Rhine,  to  Trcfy 
that  night,  being  about  eleven  German  miles.     Next 
day,"  being  the  fixth  day  of  the  week,  we  got  to  Cul- 
len,  a  great  Popifh  city,  about  the  third  hour  in  the 
afternoon.     We  gave  notice  to  a  fober  merchant  in 
that  town,  ^  a  ferious  feeker  after  God,'  that  we  were 
there  arrived,   who   prefcntly  came*  to  us.      We   fat 
down,  and  had  a  living  and  precious  opportunity  with 

■  30.  6.  5.       ■  31,  6,  6i 
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Kim>  opening  to  him  the  '  way  of  the  Lord^  as  it 

*  had  been  manifefted  to  us;'  intreating  him^  if  he 
kne\/  any  in  that  city^  who  had  delires  after  the  Lord^ 
or  that  were  willing  to  eome  to  a  meeting,  that  he 
would  pleafe  to  inform  them  of  oiir  being  here,  and 
of  our  defire  to  meet  with  them.    He  anfwered,  *  He 

*  would  readily  do  it/ 

This  night,  when  we  were  in  bed,  came  the  refident 
of  feveral  princes,  (a  ferious  and  tender  man)  to  find 
us  out :  we  had  fome  difcourfe  with  him  -,  but  being 
late»  he  promifed  to  fee  us  the  next  day. 

The  next  morning**  came  the  aforefaid  merchant^ 
informing  us  that  it  was  a  bufy  time,  feveral  preparing 
for  the  mart  or  great  fair  at  Franckfortj  yet  fome 
would  come,  and  he  dcfircd  the  meeting  might  be  at 
his  houfe  about  three  in  the  afternoon. 

In  the  morning  we  went  to  vifit  that  refident,  whom 
we  met  coming  to  fee  us;  but  he  returned  and  brought 
us  to  his  houfe.  We  had  a  good  time  with  him;,  for 
the  man  is  an  ancient  feeker,  oppreflcd  with  the  cares 
of  this  world,  and  he  niay  be  truly  faid  to  mourn  un>« 
der  them :  *  His  heart  was  opened  to  us,  and  he 
f  blefled  God  that  he  had  lived  to  fee  us.'  We  gave 
him  an  account  how  the  Lord  had  appeared  in  the 
land  of  our  nativity,  and  how  he  had  dealt  with  us; 
which  was  as  the  cool  and  gentle  fhowers  upon  the  dry 
and  fcorched  defert.  About  noon  we  returned  honmef 
and  afi:er  we  had  eaten,  we  went  to  the  merchant's 
houfe  to  the  meeting,  where  came  foiir  perfons,  one^ 
of  which  was  the  Preflbyterian  prieft,  who  preached  in 
private  to  the  Proteftants  of  that  place;  tor  they  are 
.are  no  ways  publickly  allowed  in  that  city.  Surely 
the  true  day  and  power  of  the  Lord  made  known  itfeu 
to  the  confciences  of  them  prefent:  yea,  they  felt 
that  we  were  fuch  as  had  been  with  Jefus,  and  that 
had  obtained  our  tefiiimony,  through  the  fufFeirings 
and  travails  of  the  crofs.  They  were  tender:  the 
refident  and  merchant  conduced  us  to  our  inn>  and 

/*  «•  7-  7« 

Voh.  III.  E  c  fewfik 


434  T   ft   A    V    E  L  S      lU 

from  thence  to  the  boat,  being  about  feven  sit  night. 
We  fet  out  towards  the  city  of  Duyfburgh,  of  the 
CaWinift  way,  belonging  to  the  eledtor  of  Brandcn- 
burg,  in  and  near  to  which  we  had  been  informed 
there  were  a  retired  and  feeking  people. 

We  arrived  there  the  next  day  about  noon,'  being 
the  fir  ft  day  of  the  week.    The  firft  thing  we  did  after 
we   came  to  our   inn^  was  to  enquire  out  one  Dr. 
Maftricht,  a  civilian,  for  whom  we  had  a  letter  to  io« 
troducef  us,     from    a  merchant  of  Culleii;    whom 
quickly  finding,    we  informed  him  what  we    came 
about,  defiring  his  alllftance,  which  he  readily  pro- 
mifed  us.    The  firft  thing  we  offered.  Was  an  acce(9 
to  the  countefs  of  Falchenfteyn  and  Bruch :  ht  told 
vs,  ^  (he  was  an  extraordinary  woman,  one  in  whoM 
we  fhould  find  things  worthy  of  our  love  j  that  he 
would  write  to  her,  to  give  us  an  opportunity  With 
her)  that  the  fitteft  time  was  the  prefent  time;  in 
that  we  might  find  her  at  the  minifter's  of.  Mulheiiti, 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  river  from  her  father's  caf- 
tie ;    for  that  fhe  ufed  to  come  out  the  firft  day 
morning,  and  not  return*  till  night :  that  we  muft 
be  very  fhy  of  tnaking  ourfelves  piiblick,  not  only 
for  our  own  fakes,  but  for  her?,  who  was  (evercly 
treated  by  her  father,  for  the  fake  of  thofe  religious 
incliiiations  that  appeared  in  her,  although  her  father 
pretended  to  be  of  the  Proteftant  religion.* 
We  therefore  difpitched  towards  Mulheim>  having 
received  his  letter,  and  being  alfo  accornpailied  by 
him  about  one  third  of  the  way  •,  but  being  fix  Eng* 
lilh  miles,  and  oh  foot,  we  could  hot  compafs  the 
place  before  the  meeting  was  over  5  for  it  was  paft 
three  before  we  could  get  out  from  Duyfburgh ;  and 
following  that  way  which  led  to  the  backlide  of  the 
graePs  cattle  and  orchaird>  which  was  alfb  a  comnAon 
Way  to  the  town,  (though  if  We  had  known  the  coun- 
try we  might  have  avoided  it)  we  met  one  Henry 
Sinith^  fehoolmaftet*  and  catechiser  of  Speldorp>   td 

p  a.  y.  \: 
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XvKom  we  imparted  our  bufinefsi  and  gave  the  letter 
of  Dr.  Maftricht  of  Duyfburgh,  to  introduce  Us  to 
^he  countcfs. 

He  told  us,  *  He  had  Juft  left  her>  being  come  pver 

*  the  water  from  worfliip^   but  he  would  carry   the 

*  letter  to  her,  and  bring  an  anfwer  fuidenlyj'  but 
^notwithftanding  ftaid  near  an  hour.  When  he  came, 
he  gave  u3  this  anfwer,  viz.  *  That  fhe  would  be  glad 
'^  to  meet  us,  but  Ihe  did  not  know  where  j  but  rather 
^  inclined  that  we  0iould  go  over  the  wat^r  to.  the 
^  minifter*$  houfe,  whither,  if  fhe  could,  (he  wQuld 
.^  come  to  us  j  but  that  a  ftrift  hand  was  held  over  her 

*  by  her  father.'  After  fome  more  ferious  difcourfc 
with  him,    concerning  the  "  witnefs  of  God   in  th^e 

.  ^^  confcience,"  .  and  the  difcov^ry,  teftioiony,  and 
judgment  of  that  "  true  light,"  unto  which  all  myft 
bow  that  would  be  heirs  of  the  kingdom  of  God, 
^recommending  him  to  the  fame)  we  parted  j  he  re- 
.turni^g  homewards,  and  we  advancing  to  the  t;Qwn. 
3ut  being  neceffitated  to  pafs  by  her  {jxthefs  caftle^ 
who  is  feignior  or  lord  of  that  country,  it  fo  fe^l  out, 
thsfi  at  that  v^ry  inftant  he  carne  forth  to  wa}k :  and 
/eeing.  us  in  the  habit  of  ilrangers,  fent  one  of  hi$  aCr 
li^ndants  to  demand  who,  a^d  from  whence  we  werir^ 
^nd  whither  we  went  ?  Calling  us  afterw^rcjs  tQ  hi^fij 
.and  aflcir^g  us  the  fame .  queftions.  We  anfwered* 
-*  Thai:  we  were  Englilhmen  come  from  Holland^  gor 
^  ing  no  farther  in  thef<?  parts  than  his  own  town  q£ 
f  Mulheim.'  But  not  (hewing  him,  or  p^yipg  him, 
(h^t  worldly  homage  and  refped:  which  wa$  expedo^ 
from  us,  fome  of  his  gentlencien  aCked  us,  *  If  we  knew 

*  whom  we  were  before  ?  And  if  we  did  not  ufe  tp 
f  deport  ourfelves  after  another  manner  befo;*e  noble^ 
^  naen,  and  in  the  prefenc?  of  princes?'  We  anfwered, 
f  We  were  not  confcious  to  oupfdvcs  gf  any  difre- 

*  ,lpe^  or  unfcc;«vly  behaviour.'  Qpe  of  them  fliarply 
i;j^pliied,  ^  Why  do  yoy  not  pull  off  yqur  hats,  then? 
f  Is  it  rcifpeft  %o  ft^|i4  covered  in  sh.^  prpfcnce  of  tt«i 
f  ipv^reign  of  tfce  country  ?'  We  wd  phi^nci,  *  fo-wf^ 
^  tftw  pr.»<SUq€  m  the  {Wfllfinpe  9^  «vr  J^'ms^  iWho  k  A 
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*  great  king;  and  that  wc  uncovered  not  our  heads 

*  to  any,  but  in  our  duty  to  Almighty  God/  Upoli 
which   the  gracf  called  us  Quakers,  faying  unto  us, 

*  We  have  no  need  of  Quakers  here ;  get  you  out  of 

*  my  dominions ;  you  (hall  not  go  to  my  town/ 

We  told  him,  '  That  we  were  an  innocent  people, 

*  that  feared  God,  and  had  good-will  towards  all  men; 

*  that  we  had  true  refpeft  in  our  hearts  towards  him, 

*  and  would  be  glad  to  do  him  any  real  good  or  fer- 
^  vice;  and  that  the  Lord  had  made  it  matter  of  con* 

*  fcience  to  us,  not  to  conform  ourfelves  to  the  vain 

*  and  fruitlefs  cuftoms  of  this  world,*  or  words  to  this 
purpofe.  However,  he  commanded  fome  of  his  fol- 
diers  to  fee  us  out  of  his  territories ;  to  whom  we  alfo 
declared  fomewhat  of  the  reafon  and  intention  of  bur 
coming  to  that  place,  in  the  fear  and  love  of  God, 
?nd  they  were  civil  to  us. 

We  parted  with  much  peace  and  comfort  in  our 
hearts ;  and  as  we  pafled  through  the  village  where  the 
fchool-mafter  dwelt,  (yet  in  the  dominions  of  the 
graef )  we  called  upon  him,  and  in  the  fenfe  of  God's 
power  and  kingdom,  opened  to  him  the  mefTage  and 
teftimony  of  truth,  which  the  man  received  with  a 
weighty  and  ferious  fpirit.  For  under  the  dominion 
of  the  graef  there  is  a  large  congregation  of  Proteft- 
ants  called  Calvinifts,  of  a  more  religious,  inward, 
and  zealous  frame  of  fpirit,  than  any  body  of  people 
we  met  with  or  heard  of  in  Germany. 

After  we  had  ended  our  teftimony  to  him,  we  took 
our  leave,  defiring  him  not  to  fear,  but  to  be  of  good 
courage,  for  the  day  of  the  Lord  was  haftening  upon 
all  the  workers  of  iniquity ;  and  to  them  that  feared 
his  name,  wherever  fcattered  throughout  the  earth,  he 
would  caufe  the  '*  Sun  of  righteoufnefs  to  arife  and 
*'  vifit  them,  with  healing  under  his  wings :"  and  to 
remember  us  with  true  love  and  kindnefs  to  the  coun- 
tefs,  daughter  to  this  graef;  and  to  defire  her  not  to 
be  offended  in  us,  nor  to  be  difhiayed  at  the  difpleafure 
of  her  father  ;  but  eye  the  Lord,  that  hath  vifited  her 
foul  with  his  holy  light,  by  which  Ihe  fecth  the  vanity 
.  -  of 
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of  this  worlds  and  in  Tome  meafure  the  emptinefs  and 
deadnefs  of  the  religions  that  are  in  itj  and  he  would 
preferve  her  from  the  fear  of  the  wrath  of  man,  that 
worketh  not  the  '*  righteoufnefs  of  God."  So  we  left 
the  peace  of  Jefus  with  him,  and  walked  on  towards 
Duyiburgh,  being  about  fix  Englilh  miles  from  thence, 
and  near  the  eighth  hour  at  night.  The  Lord  was 
with  us,  and  comforted  our  hearts  as  we  walked, 
without  any  outward  guide,  through  a  tedious  and  fo<* 
litary  wood,  about  three  miles  long,  with  the  joy  of 
his  falvation;  giving  us  to  remember,  and  to  fpeak 
one  unto  another  of  his  blefled  witnelTes  in  the  days 
paft,  who  wandered  up  and  down  like  poor  pilgrims 
and  ftfangers  on  the  earth,  their  eye  being  to  a  city 
in  the  heavens,  that  had  foundations,  whofe  builder 
and  maker  is  God. 

Betwixt  nine  and  ten  we  reached  the  walls  of  Duyf- 
burgh,  but  the  gates  were  fhut ;  ^nd  there  being  no 
houfes  without  the  walls,  we  laid  us  down  together  in 
the  field,  receiving  both  natural  and  fpiritual  refrcfti- 
ment,  blefled  be  the  Lord.  About  three  in  the  morn^ 
ing^  we  rofe,  fan£tifying  God  in  our  hearts,  that  had 
kept  us  that  night,  and  walked  till  five,  often  fpeak- 
ing  one  to  another  of  the  great  and  notable  day  of 
the  Lc^*d  dawning  upon  Germany,  and  on  feveral 
places  of  that  land  that  were  almoft  ripe  unto  har- 
veft. 

Soon  after  the  clock  had  ftruck  five,  they  opened 
the  gates  of  the  city,  apd  we  had  not  long  got  to  our 
inn,'  but  it  came  upon  me,  with  a  fwcet,  yet  fervent 
power,  to  vifit  this  perfecuted  countefs,  with  a  faluta* 
tion  from  the  love  and  life  of  Jefus,  and  to  open  unto 
her  more  plainly  the  way  of  the  Lord ;  yrhich  I  did 
in  this  following  epif^le. 

«  3-  7-  2. 


?  c  5  To 
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To  the  Conntefs  of  Falchenfteyn  and  Bruchj^  4t  M\A^ 

heim. 

My  dear  friend;^ 

JESyS,  the  irrimaculate  Lamb  of  Gfod,  (grieved 
and  crucified  by  all  the  workers  of  iniquity)  illu- 
minate thy  underftanding^  blefs  and  be  widi  thy  fpiric 
for  ever  I 

Though  unknown,  yet  art  thou  much  belovedj,  for 
the  fake  of  thy  defires  and  breathings  of  foul  after  the 
livijig  God :  the  report  whereof,  from  fome  in  the  fame 
ilate,  hath  made  d6ep  impreflion  of  true  kindnefs  upoq 
my  fpirit,  and  raifed  in  me  a  very  Angular  and  ffervent 
inclination  to  vifit  thee;  and  the  rather,  becaufc  of 
that  fuffering  and  tribulation  thou  haft  begun  to  en-* 
dure  for  the  fake  of  thy  zeal  towards  God,  myftlf 
having  from  my  childhood  been  both  a  feeker  aftcf 
the  Lord,  and  a  great  fufferer  for  that  caufe,  from  pa* 
rmts,  relations,  companions,  and  the  magiftrates  of 
this  world.  The  remembrance  whereof  hath  fo  much 
the  more  endeared  thy  condition  unto  me;  and  my 
fotil  hath  often,  in  the  fweet  fenfe  and  feeling  Qf  tht 
holy  prefenge  of  God,  and  the  precious  life  of  his 
dear  Son  in  my  heart,  with  great  tendernefs,  implored 
his  divine  affiftance  unto  thee,  that  thou  mayeft  both 
be  illuminated  to  do,  and  made  willing  to  fuffer,  for 
his  name's  fake ;  that  the  Spirit  of  God  and  of  glory 
may  reft  upon  thy  foul. 

And  truly  I  can  fay,  I  felt  the  good-will  t>f  God^ 
his  l^oly  care,  and  heavenly  vifitation  of  love  to  ex- 
tend ynto  th^e.  But  one  thing  more  efpecially  lay 
upon  my  fpirit  to  have  communicated  unto  thee, 
\vhich  made  me  the  niore  preflrng  for  an  opportunity 
to  fpcak  with  thee,  and  that  was  this,    '  That  thoi^ 

*  ihouldeft  have  a  true,  right,  and  diftinft  knowledge 
f  of  thy  own  ftate,  and  what  that  is  which  hath  vi- 

*  fited  thee  J  and  in  wbal  thy  faith,  patience,  hope, 
f  and  falvation  ftand ;  where  to  wait,  and  bow  to  find 
^  ihe  ^4ord,   and  diftinguiflx  between  tl^a^  vhich  is 
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^  born  of  Gfod,  and  th^-t  which  is  not ;  both  with  K^ 
^  fpe^ft  tp  thyfelf  in  aU  the  nnkOtions  afld  conceptions 

*  of  thy  heart,  v^d  with  rdpcd  to  others  in  thieir  r^e- 

*  ligipus  worfbips  and  perforrpanoes  5  tx>  the  end  that 
^  thou  mayeft  not  be  deceivjed  ^o«3t  the  things  relat* 
f  ing  toGojd's  kingdom,  a^nd  thy letemal  peace:'  this 
is  of  greatefl:  weight. 

Now  fenow  certain Jy,  that  which  hath  difcovered 
jintp  thee  the  vanities  of  this  wofld,  the  emptinefs  and 
the  fading  of  a}l  earthly  glory,  the  ble0ednefs  of  the 
righteoMiS,  and  the  joy  of  the  world  that  is  to  con\e^ 
is  the  light  of  Chrift  Jefvs,  wherewith  he  hath  cnlightr 
cned  thy  foyl:  "for  in  him  wa^.jife,  and  that  life 
«^  is  the  light  of  mankind,"  John  i^  4.  9.  Thus  God 
*^  promifed,  by  the  prophet  Ifalah,  to  give  him,  vi?> 
^^  ior  ^  light  to  lighten  the  Gentiles,  and  for  hk  fair 
f^  vmofx  to  the  ends  of  the  earth."  So  that  Chrift 
the  iight  is  God's  gift,  and  eternal  life  is  hid  in  him; 
yea,  alj  the  treafures  of  wifdom  and  knowledge,  who 
is  the  light  of  the  gofpel-temple,  true  believers.  Rev. 
xxi.  And  all  that  receive  this  light  into  their  hearts, 
find  bring  their  diseds  to  it,  to  fee  in  what  ground 
lixey  are  wrought,  whether  in  God  or  in  the  evil-one^ 
$md  tnaake  this  Jbleffed  light  the  guide  of  their  life^ 
leari.ng,  with  an  holy  fear,  to  do  any  thing  that  this 
light  manifeils  to  be  evil ;  waiting  and  watching  with 
43L  godly  care  to  be  preferved  blamelefs  before  the 
Lord ;  I  fay,  all  fuch  .become  children  of  Jlight,  and 
^itnefies  01  the  life  of  Jcfus.  O  bleffcd  wilt  thou  be 
for  ever,  if  in  the  way  of  this  holy  light  t;by  mind 
.walk«  to  the  end  ! 

Let  this  that  hath  vifited  thee  lead  thee ;  this  {t^d 
of  light  and  life,  which  is  the  feed  of  the  kingdom; 
yea,  it  is  Chrift,  the  true  and  only  feed  of  God,  thsKC 
^iGted  my  foul,  even  in  my  young  years  j  that  fpcead 
jEoy  (kis  ii;!  order  before  me,  reproved  me,  and  brought 
^odly  forrow  ^upon  me  j  making  n>e  often  ^to  weep  in 
ifolit^ry  plao^i  ^d  &y  within  iny  foul,  ^  O  ithat  I 
f  knew  the  Lord  as  I  ought  to  know  him!  j^schac  i 
f  jfery?d  bin^  as  I  ought  to  fervc  hi(n!'   Yea,  often 

E  c  4  was 
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was  there  a  great  concern  upon  my  fpifit  about  mine 
eternal  ftate^  mournfully  defiring  that  the  Lord  wouid 
give  my  foul  reft  in  the  great  day  of  trouble.  Now 
^SLS  all  the  glory  of  the  world  as  a  bubble ;  yea^  no- 
thing was  dear  to  me  that  I  might  win  Chrift;  for 
the  love^  friendfliip^  and  pleafure  of  this  world  were 
a  burden  unto  my  foul.  And  in  this  feeking-ftate  I 
was  direftcd  to  the  teftimony  of  Jefus  in  mine  own 
confciencCj  as  the  true  (hining  light,  giving  me  to 
difcern  the  thoughts  and  intents  of  mine  own  heart. 
And  no  fooner  was  I  turned  unto  it,  but  I  found  it  to 
be  that  which  from  my  childhood  had  vifited  me, 
though  I  diftinftly  knew  it  not :  and  when  I  received 
it  in  the  love  of  it,  it  (hewed  me  all  that  ever  I  had 
done,  and  reproved  all  the  unfruitful  works  of  dark- 
nefs ;  judging  me  as  a  man  in  the  Befh,  and  laying 
judgnient  to  the  linej»  and  righteoufnefs  to  the  plum- 
met in  me.     And  as  by  the  ^  brightnefs  of  his  coming 

*  into  my  foul,'  he  difcovcred  the  man  of  fin  there, 
upon  his  throne,  fo  by  the  ^  breath  of  his  mouth,' 
which  is  the  two-edged  fword  of  his  Spirit,  he  de- 
ftroyeth  his  power  and  kingdom.  And  fo  having 
made  me  a  witnefs  of  the  death  of  the  crofs,  he  hath 
alfo  made  me  a  witnefs  of  his  refurredion.  So  that 
in  good  meafurc  my  foul  can  now  fay,  *  I  am  juftified 

*  in  the  Spirit ;  and  though  the  ftate  of  condemna- 

*  tion  unto  death  was  glorious,  yet  juftificatipn  unto 

*  life  was,  and  is,  more  glorious/ 

In  this  ftate  of  the  new  man  all  is  new :  behold  new 
heavens,  an4  a  new  earth!  Old  things  come  to  be 
done  away;  the  old  man  with  his  deeds  put  oflF. 
Now  new  thoughts,  new  defires,  new  afFeftions,  new 
love,  new  friendfliip^  new  fociety,  new  kindred,  new 
faith ;  even  that  which  overcometh  this  world,  through 
many  tribulations;  and  new  hope,  even  that  living 
hope  that  is  founded  upon  true  experience,  which 
holds  out  all  ftorms,  and  can  fee  to  the  glory  that  is 
invifible  (to  carnal  eyes)  in  the  midft  of  the  greateft 
tempeft. 

Now 
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Now  it  is  the  fame  blelTed  feed  of  light)  life^  and 
grace,  which  from  God  the  Father  is  fown  in  thy 
hearty .  and  which  hath  moved  and  wrought  there  the 
change  which  thou  haft  witneflcd  from  the  fpirit  of 
this  world:  turn  to  it^  watch  in  it,  that  by  it  thou 
mayeft  be  kept  from  all  that  it  difcovers  to  be  con- 
trary to  God  J  efpecially  from  thyfelf,  from  thine  own 
runnings,  willings,  andftrivings:  ^  For  whatifbeyer  is 
*  not  born  of  •the  Spirit  is  flelh;  and  that  inherits  not 
^  the  kingdom  of  God ;  but  all  that  fow  to  it  fhall 
^  inherit  corruption.  By  this  thou  wilt  come  to  feel, 
not  only  all  fin  to  be  a  burden,  but  all  thine  own 
righteoufnefs,  yea,  all  man's  righteoufnefs^  to  be  1 
burden.  Thou  wilt  fee  the  difference  betwixt  the  du- 
ties and  prayers  which  thou  begetteft,  and  the  dutiea 
and  prayers  which,  in  thy  true  filence  from  all  felf- 
aftivity  of  mind,  the  Lord  bqgets  in  thee. 

O  that  thou  mighteft  know  the  myftery  of  the  new 
birth,  and  what  that  is  that  can  truly  call  God^FatberJ 
even  that  that  is  begotten  of  hjm^  which  li\^eth  and 
breathethy  and  hath  its  beginning  and  being,  in  that 
life  which  is  hid  with  Chrift  in  God,  and  by  which  it 
hath  been  quickened  to  the  knowledge  and  worfiiip  of 
Chrift  and  God.  And  this  thou  ihalt  not  fail  to  know 
-and  enjoy,  as  thou  patiently  fufFereft  the  Lqrd  to  work 
his  own  work  in  thee,  by  his  own  bleflbd  Spirit.  And 
that  which  wiU  give  thee  to  favour^  and  difcern  the 
right  motions  and  conceptions,  duties  and  perfbrnl-^ 
ances  in  thyfelf,  from  the  falfe,  will  give  thee  to  fa- 
vour and  difcern  that  which  is  right  from  that  which 
is  falfe  in  others  s  that  which  is  of  God,  from  that 
which  is  of  man. 

Have  a  care  of  gathering  of  fticks,  and  kindling  a 
fire  of  thine  own^  and  then  compafiing  thyfelf  about 
with  the  fparks  of  the  fire  which  thou  haft  kindled, 
for  the  end  of  this  ftate  is  to  lie  down  in  forrow  5  bc-r 
caufe  the  heavenly  fire  is  abfent,  which  maketh  the 
fatrifice  acceptable:  yea,  the  Lord  may  ftir  in  thy 
heart,  but  thou  mayeft  bring  forth:  but  he  that  ^iyei 
^Q  CQpceive,  he  brings  to  d^e  bijrth,  and  he  giveth 
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power  to  bring  forth  acceptably :  "  for  without  Ghrift 
^'  we  can  do  nothing ;"  and  bleiTed  are  they  that  ftir 
not  before  the  angel  moveth  the  waters^  and  go  mC 
before  Chrift,  but  are  led  by  hini>  and  that  awaken . 
not  their  Beloved  till  he  pleafe;  in  whofe  hands  the 
times  and  the  feafons  are.  O  blefled  are  they,  wboie 
eyes  are  opened  to  fee  him  always  pre£ent»  a  Gq4 
always  nigh  at  band ;  whofe  hearts  are  flayed  upon  his 
holy  appearance  in  them,  and  are  thereby  tranftated 
into  his  Ukenefs ;  whofe  faith  and  hope  aJ^e  ia  Chrift 
in  them,  the  hope  of  glory  ! 

My  dear  friend,  weigh  thefe  things  wkh  a  ieriouSi 
retired,  fweet  and  tender  frame  of  fpirit ;  and  the  God, 
that  hath  called  me  and  thee,  by  the  light  of  his  dear 
Son,  open  thine  und^rftanding  to  perceive  the  {truth  ai 
It  is  in  Jefus,  and  what  is  the  myftery  of  the  fellow** 
(hip  of  the  faints  in  light.  So  to  the  Lord  I  ceciQim^ 
« mend  thee,  the  watchman  and  keeper  of  tfra^,  Jhe 
Lord  be  diy  ftrength  and  holy  comfort,,  nd  ^^ 
peace  to  thee,  and  never  leave  thoe  nor  forfaike  theej^ 
till  he  hath  conduced  thee  through  all  tribiiUti^^cis,  99 
bis  everlafting  kingdom  of  reft  and  glory. 

0  dear  hearty  be  valiant,  and  ftay  ^ehyfdf  t^aa 
Chrift  Jefus  the  everlafting  rock,  and  feel  him  a  fom^ 
tain  in  thy  foul ;  feel  his  blood  t;o  cleanfe,  and  his 
blood  to  drink,  and  his  flefh  to  eat :  feed  upon  him, 
for  God  hath  given  him  for  the  life  of  the  world. 

1  had  feen  thee,  had  not  thy  father's  ftrange  fort  of 
feyerity  hindered.  I  confefs,  I  do  not  ufe  to  be  fo 
treated  in  mine  own  country,  where  the  Lord  hatl^ 
raifed  up  many  thoufands  of  witnefles,  that  be  hatli 
gathered  out  of  all  fefts  and  profeflions,  to  worfhip 
him,  not  in  their  own  fpirits  or  wills,  hut  in  bis  willj^ 
fpirit,  and  truth:  and  we  are  generally,  J^fter  mud» 
^i£Bon  and  fuftering,  in  good  efteem,  even  with  the 
|;reat  ones  .of  this  world.  And  this  iet  q^e  add  ^or 
thy  particular  comfort,  that  though  I  have  been  a  mai» 
of  great  aogxiidh  and  forrow,  becaufe  of  the  fcoi»i  an<li 
repFoaxih  that  Jiath  attended  my  Reparation  fboto  4ihe 
mVQcUi^  ^hwiiQ^  Jben  tavi^ht  jof  |efi^  «qi  tifsm  iO^  i^. 
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vpon  all^  for  the  fake  of  that  glory  that  fhall  be  re« 
vcalcd)  yet  to  God's  honour  I  can  fay  it,  I  have  an 
hundred  friends  for  one,  yea^  God  hath  turned  the 
hearts  of  mine  enemies  towards  me  5  he  hath  fulfillecL 
his  promife,  "  to  turn  the  hearts  of  the  parents  unto 
f*  the  children."  For  my  parents,  that  once  difowned 
me  for  this  bleflcd  teftimony's  fake,  (of  the  Jew, 
Chriflian,  circumcifion,  and  baptifm  inward,  againft 
the  flefhly  Chriftian)  have  come  to  love  me  above  all, 
^nd  have  left  me  all ;  thinking  they  could  never  do 
and  leave  enough  for  me.  O  how  good  is  the  Lord ! 
Yea,  the  ways  of  his  mercy  are  even  paft  finding  out* 
Wherefore,  my  dear  friend,  truft  m  the  Lord  for 
ever ;  *  and  the  God  of  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob, 
the  God  of  the  prophets  and  of  the  apoftles,  the  God 
of  all  the  holy  martyrs  of  Jefus,  illuminate^  fortiff 
and  prefervc  thee  ftedfaft,  that  in  the  end  thou  mayefl: 
receive  the  reward  of  life  and  eternal  falvation :  to 
whom  be  glory,  and  to  the  Lamb  that  fits  upon,  the 
Chrone,  One  God^  and  One  Lord^  blefifed  and  magni^ 
iSed  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen, 

Thy  gre?t  and  faithful  lover  for  the  blefied  and 
holy  truth's  fake, 

W.   PENN. 

Pliy(bttrgk«  the  13th  of  the 
7th  xnondi,  S.  N.  1677. 

The  inclofed  I  received  from  a  religious  young  woman 
at  Franckfort.  We  have  had  a  blefled  opportunity 
in  this  town  with  fome  that  have  a  defu-e  after  th^ 
Jjord^  in  which  we  are  abnndantly  comforted.  W^ 
have  juft  now  received  thy  mefiage  and  falutation 
from  H.  V,  which  hath  excee4ingly  refrefhed  an4 
revived  us ;  for  our  trouble  was  not  for  ourfelves, 
but  for  thee ;  and  we  hope  our  love  will  not  turn 
to  thy  difad vantage  s  for  we  mentioned  nothing  of 
thy  name,  nor  the  name  of  any  other  perfon,  only 
that  we  defired  to  fpeak  with  the  minifter  of  Mul- 
^ioi^  and  that  was  only  to  the  (oldien    The  Lord 

mJ^4c 
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made  us  a  good  bed  in  the  fields,  and  we  were  very 
well  fatisfied.  We  are  going  this  afternoon  out  of 
the  town  towards  Wefel,  from  thence  to  Clevc,  and 
thence  to  Herwerdeni  the  Lord  willing.  So  fare- 
well in  the  Lord, 

Here  followeth  a  letter  to  her  fariier>  the  graef  of 
Bruch  and  Falchenfteyn, 

To  tfi'c;  Graef  or  Earl  of  Bruch  and  Falcl^enfteyn^ 

Friend, 

Wilh  thy  f^lvation  j  and  the  Lord  reward  thetf  good 
for  the  evil  that  thou  fhewedft  unto  me  and  my 
iends  the  laft  night,  if  it  be  his  will :  but  fince  thou 
art  but  a  mortal  man,  one  that  mud  give  an  account, 
in  common  with  all,  to  the  immortal  God,  lee  me  a 
little  expoftulate  with  thee. 

By  what  law  on  earth  are  men,  not  fcandalous,  un<* 
der  no  prefcription,  harmlefs  ftrangers,  about  lawful 
occafions,  and  men  not  vagabonds,  but  of  good  qu^a- 
lity  in  their  own  country,  (topped,  nxenaoed,  fent 
back  with  foldiers,  and  that  at  fun-fet>  expofed  tQ 
the  night  in  an  unknown  country,  and  therefore 
forced  to  lie  in  the  fields :  I  fay,  by  what  law  are  w« 
judged,  yea,  thus  puniftied  before  heard  ?  Is  this  the 
law  of  nations,  or  nature,  or  Germany,  cw  of  Chrif- 
tianity?  Oh!  Where's  nature,  where's  civility  ?  Where*s 
holpitality  ?  But  where's  Chriftianity  all  this  while  ? 
Well,  but  we  are  Quakers.  Quakers !  What's  that 
for  a  n^me  ?  Is  there  a  law  of  the  empire  againft  that 
name?  No:  Did  we  own  it?  No:  but  if  we  had,  the 
letters  of  that  name  neither  make  up  drunkard^  whore- 
mafter,  thief,  murderer,  nor  traitor;  why  fo  odious 
then  ?  What  harm  hath  it  done  ?  Why  could  Jews  pafs 
juft  before  us,  that  have  crucified  (Z\ix\^y  and  not  Qua" 
kersy  that  never  crucified  him?  But  ignorance  is  as 
well  the  mother  of  perfecution  as  devotion :  and  the 
falfe  Chriftian,  and  the  falfe  Jew,  have  but  ojdc  father. 

8u^ 
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• 

But>  argumentum  ad  bominemy  my  friend>  bear  with 
me  a  little :  art  thou  a  Chriftian  ?  How  canfl  thou  be 
rudc>  uncivil,  and  perfccute  then  ?  Thou  art  to  love 
enemies,  not  abufe  friends  j  harmlefs  ftrangers.  Well, 
but  this  life  is  dead,  this  doftrine  antiquated,  Jefu^ 
Chrift  turned  out  of  doors,  I  perceive.  What  art 
thou  for  a  Chriftian  ?  A  Lutheran  ?  Yes ;  canft  thou 
fo  lately  forget  the  practices  of  the  Papifts,  and  with 
what  abhorrence  thy  anceftors  declared  againft  fuch 
fort  of  entertainment  ?  Were  not  they  defpifed,  mock- 
ed, and  perfecutcd  ?  And  are  their  children  treading 
in  the  fteps  of  their  old  enemies  ?  Friend,  it  is  not 
reformed  words,  but  a  reformed  life,  that  will  ftand 
thee  in  ftead.  It  is  not  to  live  the  life  of  the  unre- 
generate,  worldly-minded  and  wicked,  under  the  pro- 
feflion  of  the  faints  words,  that  give  an  entrance  into 
God*s  reft.  Be  not  deceived,  luch  as  thou  foweft, 
fuch  muft  thou  reap  in  the  day  of  the  Lord^  Thou 
art  not  come  to  the  Berean-ftate  that  tried  all  things, 
and  therefore  not  noble  in  the  Chriftian  fenfe.  The 
Bercans  were  noble,  for  they  judged  not  before  exa- 
mination. 

And  for  thy  faying,  *  We  want  no  Quakers  here,*  I* 
ay,  under  favour,  you  do :  for  a  true  Quaker  is  one 
that  trcmbleth  at  the  word  of  the  Lord,  that  worketh 
out  his  falvation  with  fear  and  trembling,  and  all  the 
days  of  his  appointed  time  waiteth,  in  the  light  and 
grace  of  God,  till  his  great  change  cometh;  and  that 
taketh  up  the  daily  crofs  to  his  own  will  and  lufts, 
that  he  may  do  the  will  of  God,  manifefted  to  him 
by  the  light  of  Jefus  in  his  confcience ;  and  accord- 
ing to  the  holy  precepts  and  examples  in  the  holy 
foriptures  of  truth,  laid  down  by  Jefus,  and  his  fol- 
lowers, for  the  ages  to  come.  Yea,  he  is  one  that 
lavetb  his  enemies,  rather  than  feareth  them ;  that  tie/" 
Jbtb  thofe  that  curfe  him^  and  prayetb  for  thofe  that 
defpitefuUy  treat  him;  as  God  knoweth  we  do  for 
thee.  And,  O  that  thou  wert  fuch  a  Quaker !  Then 
wouldfl:  thou  rule  for  God,  and  aft  in  all  things  as 
ene  that  mufl;  give  an  account  to  God  for  the  deeds 

i  done 
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<]onc  in  the  body,  whether  good  or  evil.  Then  Would 
temperance,  mercy,  juftice,  meeknefs,  and  the  fear  of 
the  Lord  dwell  in  thy  heart,  and  in  thy  family  and 
country.  Repent,  I  exhort  thee,  and  confider  thy 
latter  end,  for  thy  days  are  not  like  to  be  many  ii^  this 
world ;  therefore  mind  the  things  that  make  for  thjr 
eternal  peace,  left  diftrefs  come  upon  thee  as  an  armed 
man,  and  there  be  none  to  deliver  thee. 

I  am,  thy  well-wifhing  friend, 

W-P. 

Duyfbiirgli  3(1  7th  Mo* 
1677.  S.  N. 

This  being  done,  we  went  to  Dr.  Maftricht*s  to  in* 
form  him  of  what  hadpaiTed;  who,  though  of  a  kind 
difpofition,  and  very  friendly  to  us,  yet  feemed  fur- 
prized  with  fear,  (the  common  difeafe  of  this  country) 
crying  out,  *  What  will  become  of  this  poor  countefsl 

*  Her  father  hath  called  her  Qgaker  a  long  timc> 
^  behaving  himfelf  very  fevcrely  to  her,  but  now  he 
^  will  conclude  fhe  is  one  indeed,  and  he  will  lead 

*  her  a  lamentable  life :  I. know,'  faid  he,  *  you  care 

*  not  for  fuffering,  but  fhe  is  to  be  pitied.'  Wc  told 
him  that  we  loved  her,  and  pitied  her,  and  could  lay 
down  our  lives  for  her,  as  Chrift  hath  done  for  us,  in 
the  will  of  God,  if  we  could  thereby  do  her  good  s 
but  that  we  had  not  mentioned  her  name,  neither  was 
.the  letter  that  he  gave  us  to  her,  fo  much  as  fecn,  or 
known  of  her  father.  But.ftill  he  feared  that  our 
carriage  would  incenfe  the  graef  fo  iiiuch  the  more 
againft  both  his  daughter,  and  all  thofe  ferious  and 
enquiring  people  up  and  down  his  country.  We  an- 
iwered,  with  an  earneftnefs  of  fpirit,  that  they  had 
minded  the  incenfings  and  wrath  of  men  too  much  al- 
ready, and  that  true  religion  would  never  fpring  or 
grow  under  fuch  fears ;  and  that  it  Was  time  for  all 
that  felt  any  thing  of  th«  work  of  God  in  their  hearts, 
to  caft  ftway  the  flavifli  fear'  of  man,  acid  to  come 
forth  ia  the  boldnefs  of  t^e  true  ChriCkian  li&  1  yea, 

^  that 
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chat  fufFerings  break  and  make  way  for  greater  liberty « 
and  that  God  was  wifer  and  ftronger  than  man. 

We  afked  him  if  there  were  any  in  that  city  who 
enquired  more  diligently  after  the  way  of  the  Lord  ? 
He  recommended  us  (as  we  had  already  been  informed 
in  another  place)  to  the  family  of  the  prsetor,  or  chief 
governor  of  the  town;  whofe  wife,  and  filler  more 
efpecially,  were  feeking  after  the  beft  things :  fo  we 
parted  with  him  in  love ;  and,  by  the  help  of  his 
daughter^  were  condufted  to  this  family. 

We  had  not  been  long  there,  before  a  fchool-mafter 
bf  DufTeldorp,  and  alfo  a  minifter  came  in,  enquiring 
after  tis,  having  heard  of  us  at  Mulheim,  where  we 
preached  the  day  before  to  the  people,  or  elfe  by  the 
way  of  our  attempt  to  vifit  that  place,  and  the  enter^ 
tainment  we  received  at  the  hands  of  the  graef.  He 
fat  down  with  us,  and  though  we  had  already  a  fwect 
opportunity^  yet  feeling  the  power  of  God  to  rife, 
the  meeting  Renewed :  and,  O  magnified  be  the  name 
of  the  Lord  1  he  witnefled  to  our  teftimony  abundantly 
in  all  their  hearts  and  confciences,  who  yftrt  broken 
into  much  tendernefs ;  and  certainly  there  is  a  blefied 
power  and  eeal  ftirring  in  that  young  man ;  yea,  he  is 
very  near  the  kingdom.  So  we  took  our  leave  of 
them,  leaving  the  Lord's  peace  and  blefiing  upon 
them. 

It  was  ttow  fomething  paft  the  twelfth  hour  of  the 
day.  In  the  way  to  our  lodging  we  met  a  meflcngcr 
from  the  countefs  of  Falchenfteyn,  a  pretty  young 
tender  man,  near  to  the  kingdom,  who  faluted  us  in 
her  name  with  much  love ;  telling  us,  *  That  flie  was 

*  much  grieved  at  the  entertainment  6f  her  father  to- 

*  wards   us;    advifing  us  not  to  cxpofe  ourfelves  to 

*  fuch  diificulties  and  hardftiips,  for  it  would  grieve 

*  her  heart,  that  any  that  came  in  the  love  01  God 
^  to  vifit  her,  fliould  be  fo  fevcrely  handled;'  for  at 
ibme  he  fets  his  dogs,  upon  others  he  puts  his  foldiers 
tb  beat  themj  *  but  what  fliall  Ifay!  That,  it/elf  muft 

*  not  hinder  you  from  doing  good,'  faid  the  countefs. 
We  anfwcrcd  him,  that  his  meffagc  was  joyful  to 
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vsj  that  {he  had  any  regard  to  us^  and  that  fhe  wis 
not  offended  with  us:  we  defired  the  remembrance  of 
our  kind  love  unto  her^  and  that  he  would  let  her 
know  that  our  concern  was  not  for  ourfelves^  but  for 
her.  Wc  invited  him  to  eat  with  us,  but  he  told  us 
he  was  an  inhabitant  of  Meurs^  and  was  in  hafte  to  go 
home.  So  we  briefly  declared  our  principle  and  mef- 
fage^  recommending  him  to  Chrifl:  the  true  light  in 
his  confcience,  and  parted.  So  wc  went  home  to  din- 
ner, having  neither  eaten  nor  drank  fince  firft-day 
moMiing,  and  having  lain  out  all  night  in  the  fields 

We  had  no  fooner  got  to  our  inn,  but  the  man 
was  conftrained  to  come  after  us,  and  fat  down  with 
us,  and  enquired  concerning  our  friends,  their  rife, 
principles,  and  progrefs  -,  and  in  all  things  that  he 
defirea  fatisfadion  about,  he  declared  himfelf  fatisfied. 
Dinner  being  done,  and  all  cleared,  we  departed  that 
city,  being  about  the  fourth  hour  in  the  afternoon, 
and  for  want  of  accommodation  were  forced  to  walk 
on  foot  eight  Englifh  miles  to  a  town  called  Holton, 
where  we  refted  that  night. 

The  next  morning  "^  we  fetout  for  Wefel,  and  got 
thither  at  noon.  The  firft  thing  we  did  (as  had  been 
our  cuftom)  was  to  enquire  who  was  worthy,  particu- 
larly for  two  perfons  recommended  to  us  by  the 
countefs  of  Homes,  that  lives  with  the  princefs  Eli- 
zabeth. But  upon  enquiry,  we  found  one  of  them 
was  gone  to  Amfterdam  with  his  wife,  who  had  been 
formerly  a  preacher,  and  being  confcientioufly  diflatif- 
fied  with  his  own  preaching,  laid  it  down,  and  is  now 
in  a  feeking  Itate.  But  in  lieu  of  him  we  found  out 
three  more,  with  the  other  perfon  that  had  been  re- 
commended to  us.  We  befpoke  a  meeting  amongfl; 
them  after  dinner,  which  accordingly  we  had  at  a^ 
woman's  houfe  of  good  note  in  the  towm  who  told 
us,  that  fhe  had  been  long  in  a  folitary  eftate,  difla- 
tisfied  with  the  religions  generally  profejQTed  in  that 
country,  waiting  for  falvation,  and  flie  hoped  that  now 

*  4.  7«  3» 
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the  time  was  come,  and  that  wc  were  the  meffcngers 
of  it. 

The  Lord  was  with  us  in  the  meeting,  and  their 
hearts  were  opened,  by  the  word  of  God,  to  receive 
our  teftimony  as  glad  tidings  of  falvation.  Meeting 
being  done,  we  immediately  returned  to  our  lodgings, 
defiring  we  might  fee  them  together  in  the  fame  place 
the  next  morning,  to  take  our  leave  of  them,  to  which 
they  readily  affented. 

Next  morning  •  we  came,  and  had  a  precious  meet* 
ing  with  them  J  and  there  were  fome  prefent  that  were 
not  there  the  night  before.  So,  we  left  them  in  much  • 
love,  and  went  to  dur  inn ;  where,  after  having  re* 
frefhed  ourfelves,  we  went  to  Rees,  where  we  met 
with  a  counfellor  of  Gelderlandt,  with  whom  we  had 
a  good  opportunity  to  declare  the  teftimony  of  Jefus| 
who  received  it,  and  parted  with  us  in  much  kind^ 
jiefs. 

From  thence  we  went  to  Emrick,  and  there  called 
upon  an  eminent  Baptift  teacher,  recommended  to  us 
by  one  of  Wefel:  we  fpent  fome  time  with  him,  open^ 
ing  to  him  the  way  of  life,  as  in  the  light  it  is  ma- 
nifefted  to  all  that  love  and  obey  the  light;  and  of 
that  more  Spiritual  and  pure  miniftry,  that  from  thrt 
living  word  of  God  is  received  by  many  true  minifters 
in  this  day.  The  man  was  fomewhat  full  of  wordsi 
but  we  felt  the  living  vifitation  of  the  love  of  God 
reached  to  him,  and  fo  we  left  him,  making  all  the 
hafte  we  could  to  get  to  Cleve  that  night ;  which  ic* 
eordingly  we  did,  though  late,  being  forced  to  walk 
one  third  part  of  the  way  on  foot. 

That  night,  notwithftanding,  one  of  us  went  to  a 
certain  lady,  to  whom  we  had  recommendations  froni 
the  princefs,  and  that  was  particularly  known  to  oner 
of  us,  informing  her  that  we  were  come  to  that  city, 
defiring  to  know  what  time  next  day  we  might  give 
her  a  vifit  j  flie  appointed  eight  in  the  morning. 

•  5-  7.  ♦• 
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About  that  time*  we  went  to  fee  her;  fhc  received 
us  (confidering  her  quality  and  courtfliip}  far  from 
any  appearance  of  offence  at  our  deportment.  We 
told  her  our  meflage  and  vifit  was  to  thofe  of  that 
city,  that  had  any  inclinations  or  defines,  hunger  or 
thirft,  after  the  true  and  living  knowledge  of  God; 
for  that  end  we  had  left  our  own  country,  and  had 
wandered  up  and  down  in  feveral  parts  of  Germany. 
She  told  us,  that  fome  there  were  that  fearched  after 
God ;  but  (he  feared  the  name  of  Quaker  would  make 
them  fhy,  becaufe  they  were  called  Quakers  them- 
felves,  by  people  of  the  fame  profeffion,  only  for  be- 
ing more  ferious  and  retired  in  their  converfation. 

We  replied,  that  it  was  an  honour  to  the  name, 
that  all  fobriety  throughout  Germany,  was  called  by 
it;  this  ought  to  make  the  name  lefs  odious,  yea,  it 
will  make  the  way  eafier  for  thofe  that  are  truly  called 
fo,  or  that  are  Quakers  indeed :  it  will  take  off  much 
of  the  wonder,  and,  it  may  be,  '  of  the  feverity  of 
the  places,  where  we  come,  that  the  name  is  gone  be- 
fore us,  and  hath  received  a  dwelling-place  in^their 
towns  and  cities.  In  fine,  to  all  fuch  God  hath  com- 
mitted to  us  the  word  of  life  to  preach,  and  fuch  we 
feek  out  in  all  places  where  the  Lord  bringcth  us: 
and  hitherto  we  can  fay  it,  to  the  praife  of  our  God, 
he  hath  vindicated  our  fervices  and  teftimony,  by  his 
own  bleffed  power,  fhed  abroad  in  their  hearts  to  whom 
we  have  been  fent. 

So  flie  told  us  fhe  would  fend  for  an  attorney  at 
law,  one  that  was  more  than  ordinarily  eminent ;  hav- 
ing deferted  the  church,  and  being  therefore  reproached 
with  the  name  of  Quaker. 

In  this  interval  we  had  clofe  difcourfc  with  her;  a 
woman  certainly  of  great  wit,  high  notions,  and  very 
ready  utterance :  fo  that  it  was  hard  for  us  to  obtain  a 
true  filence ;  a  ftate  in  which  we  could  reach  to  her. 

But  through  fome  travail  of  fpirit  more  than  ordi- 
nary, we  had  a  fweet  time  of  refreftiment,  and  the 

'  6.  7.  s. 
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^itncfs  was  raifed  in  her,  and  we  really  and  plainly 
beheld  a  true  nobility,  yea,  that  which  was  fenfible  of 
our  teftimony,  and  did  receive  it. 

By  this  time  the  perfon  fhe  fent  for  came,  and  a 
bleffed  fweet  time  we  had :  for  the  power  and  prefencc 
of  the  Lord,  our  ftafF  and  ftrength,  unto  which  our 
eye  hath  been  throughout  all  our  travels,  that  we 
might  only  be  acceptable  in  that,  plenteoufly  appeared 
amongft  us  (the  Lord  have  the  glory  of  his  own  work) 
both  confeffing  to  the  truth  of  what  had  been  faid, 
and  the  attorney  to  the  living  fenfe  in  which  the  truth 
had  been  declared. 

We  would  have  returned  to  our  inn  to  eat,  accord- 
ing as  we  had  appointed  in  the  morning,  but  Ihe  laid 
a  kind  of  violent  hands  upon  us,  and  neceffitated  us 
to  (lay  and  eat  with  her  j  which  we  did.  And  we  had 
no  fooner  fat  down,  but  her  brother-in-law,  a  man  of 
quality  and  employment  in  the  court  of  the  eleftor 
of  Brandenburgh,  came  in,  who  dined  with  us. 

As  we  fat  at  meat,  we  had  a  good  meeting;  for  the 
time  was  much  taken  up  about  the  things  of  God, 
either  in  anfwering  their  queftions,  or  miniftring  to 
them  abq^t  the  true  Chriftian  nature  and  life  5  in  all 
which  her  brother  behaved  himfelf  with  great  fweet- 
nefs  and  refpeft. 

After  dinner  we  took  our  Chriftian  leave  of  them 
in  the  fear  of  God,  recommending  unto  them  the 
light  of  Chrift  Jefus,  that  brings  all  that  receive  it 
into  the  one  fpirit,  to  live  in  holy  peace  and  concord 
together;  particularly  and  alone  fpeaking  to  the  lady 
and  the  attorney  what  was  upon  us  as  to  their  ftates. 

And  fo  we  departed,  and  foon  after  took  waggon 

for  Nimeguen ;  where  arriving  about  the  feventh  hour 

that  night,  we  immediately  took  waggon  for  Utrecht, 

and  got  thither  about  the  tenth  hour  next  morning." 

We  heard  there  was  a  peopk  in  that  city,  but  had  not 

now  time  to  vifit  them,  referring  it  to  another  oppor* 

tunity. 

"  7.  7.  6. 

F  f  a  About 
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About  the  firft  hour  in  the  afternoon,  G.  K,  and 
B.  F.  took  waggon  for  Rotterdam,  and  I  took  waggcm 
for  Amfterdam,  where  I  came  fafely  that  night,  about 
fix  in  the  evening ;  and  I  found  friends  generally  well, 
though  it  was  a  fickly  time  in  that  country.  The 
meeting -houfe  was  much  enlarged,  and  there  was  a 
frefli  enquiry  among  many  people  after  the  truth,  and 
great  delires  to  hear  the  teftimony  and  declaration  of 
It.  I  alfo  underftood  that  dear  G.  F.  was  returned 
frojn  Frederickftadt  and  Hamburgh  into  Urieflandt, 
whither  T.  R.  and  J.  Y.  were  gone  from  this  city  to 
meet  with  him.  He  had  an  hard  time  of  travail  with 
refpeft  to  the  weather,  yet  I  heard  was  in  good  health, 
through  the  Lord's  power  that  had  kept  him. 

Here  I  received  a  letter  from  the  pnncefs  Elizabeth, 
in  anfwer  to  mine  of  the  25th  of  the  fixth  monthj  from 
Manheim,  alias  Frederick Jburgh, 

The  1^  of  September,  1677^ 

Dear  friend, 

I  Have  received  your  greetings,  good  wifhes,  and 
exhortations,  with  much  joy,  and  Ihall  follow  the 
latter  fo  far  as  it  ftiall  pleafe  our  great  God  to  give 
me  light  and  ftrength.  I  can  fay  little  for  myfelf, 
and  can  do  nothing  of  myfelf,  but  I  hope  the  Lord 
will  conduft  me  in  his  time,  by  his  way,  to  his  end; 
and  ihall  not  ftirink  for  his  fire ;  I  do  long  for  it;  and 
when  he  aflures  my  ways,  I  hope  he  will  give  me 
power  to  bear  the  crofs  I  meet  therein.  I  am  alfo 
glad  to  hear  the  journey  hath  been  profperous  both  in 
the  conftitutions  of  your  bodies,  to  withftand  the  bad-* 
jiefs  of  the  weather,  and  in  the  reception  you  had  in 
Caffcl,  Franckfort,  and  Crifheim :  nothing  furprized 
me  there  but  the  good  old  Dury,  in  whom  I  did  not 
cxpeft  fo  much  ingenuity,  having  lately  writ  a  book, 
entitled,  *  Le  Veritable  Chretien,'  that  doth  fpeak 
another  way.  I  wilh  to  know  what  reception  you  have 
bad'  at  Frederickfburgh  j  and  if  this  find  you  at  Cleve^ 

Iwiflx 
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I  wifh  you  might  take  an  occafion  to  fee  the  two  paf- 
tors  of  Mulheim,  which  do  really  feek  the  Lord,  but 
have  fome  prejudice  againfl:  your  doftrine,  as  alfo  the 
countefs  there.  It  would  be  of  much  ufe  for  my  fa^ 
mily  to  have  them  difabufed ;  yet  God's  will  be  done 
ijni  thatj  and  all  things  elfe^  concerning 

Your  loving  friend  in  the  Lord  Jefus, 

ELIZABETH, 

Let  both  your  friends  and  companions  receive  my 
hearty  commendations  here. 

This  day  at  night''  (being  the  feventh  day  of  the 
week)  came  John  Hill  from  Urieflandt  to  the  houfe 
of  G.  D.  in  Amfterdam. 

The  next  day*  f being  the  firft  day  of  the  week)  we 
had  a  blefled  and  large  meeting,  larger  than  ordinary, 
becaufe  of  ^  great  addition  of  room  fince  our  journey 
into  Germany.  Indeed  there  was  a  great  appearance 
of  fober  profeffing  people,  yea,  feveral  of  the  chief  of 
the  Baptifts,  as  Galenus  and  companions :  the  Lord's 
heavenly  power  was  over  all,  and  the  meeting  blefTedly 
ended  about  the  fourth  hour. 

That  night,  after  fupper,  having  taken  my  leave  in 
^  fweet  little  meeting  among  friends,  I  took  boat  for 
Horn  (P.  Hendrick  accompanying  me)  about  the  fe- 
venth hour  at  night,  and  got  thither  about  two  in  the 
morning;^  where  lying  down  till  about  fix,  we  took 
waggon  for  Enckhuyfen.  We  came  thither  a  little 
after  eight  in  the  morning;  where  having  refrefhed 
ourfelves,  about  the  ninth  hour  we  took  (hip  for 
Workum  in  Urieflandt,  and  arriving  about  one,  im- 
mediately took  waggon  for  Harlingen,  where  we  ar- 
rived about  fix ;  there  we  met  with  dear  G,  F.  J«  T« 
J*  Y*  T.  Rt  J.  C.  and  his  wife. 

!^  g.  7.  7.       «  9.  7*  I.       r  ip»  7.  Z9 

rfi  The 
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The  next  day  *  wc  had  two  bleffed  meetings ;  ont 
amongft  friends,  being  the  firft  monthly  meeting  that 
was  fettled  for  Urieflandt,  Groningen,  and  Embden ; 
the  other  a  publick  meeting,  where  reforted  both  Bap- 
tifts,  collegians  and  others;  and  among  the  reft,  a 
doftor  of  phyfick  and  a  Preft>yterian  minifter :  all  fat 
with  great  attention  and  fobriety,  but  the  minifter 
and  doftor  more  efpecially.  The  firft,  having  a  lec- 
ture fermon  to  preach  that  evening,  went  away ;  but, 
notwithftanding,  fpecdily  returned,  G.  F.  fl:ill  fpeak- 
ing :  but,  as  a  man  in  pain  to  be  gone,  yet  willing  to 
ftay,  fat  at  the  door  till  G.  F.  had  done ;  and  thep 
ftood  up,  and  pulling  off  his  hat,  looking  up  to  hea- 
ven, in  a  folcmn  manner,  and  with  a  loud  voice, 
Ipake  to  this  purpofe:  "  The  All-mighty,  the  All- 
'^  wife,  the  Omnipotent  Great  God,  and  his  Son  Jefus 
**  Chrift,  who  is  bleffed  for  ever  and  ever,  confirm 
^^  his  word  that  hath  been  fpoken  this  day :"  apolo*- 
gizing  that  he  could  not  longer  ftay,  for  that  he  was  a 
minifter  of  the  reformed  religion^^  and  was  jufl:  now 
going  to  preach,  where  all  that  would  come  fhould 
be  welcome ;  and  fo  left  the  meeting. 

The  phyfician  alfo  was  called  away,  but  returned, 
and  fl:ayed  till  the  meeting  was  ended.  Jufl:  ^s  the 
meeting  ended  came  the  minifter  again,  who  faid,  in 
the  hearing  of  fome  friends,  '  That  he  had  made  his 

•  fermon  much  Ihorter  than  ordinary,  that  he  might 

*  enjoy  the  reft  of  the  meeting.*  At  night  came  the 
phyfician  to  fee  me  5  who,  after  a  ferious  and  Chriftian 
difcourfe,  expreffing  great  fatisfaftion  in  mofl:  things 
relating  to  friends,  left  me  j  withal  telling  me,  ^  That 

*  if  I  had  not  been  to  go  the  fourth  hour  next  morn- 

•  ing,  he  would  either  have  fl:ayed  longer  with  me,  or 
^  come  again.- 

He  alfo  remembered  the  parfon's  love  to  us,  and 
told  me,  *  That  if  it  had  not  been  for  fear  of  giving 
^  offence,  or  coming  too  much  under  the  obfervation 
^  of  the  people^   he  would  have  corne  tg  have  fccn 
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*  us:*   adding,   *  That  it  was  a  great  pity  that  this 

*  people  had  not  printed  their  principles  to  the  world:' 
to  which  the  doftor  anfwered,  *  That  he  had  fome  of 

*  our  books,  and  he  would  lend  him  them/  BlefTed 
be  the  Lord,  his  glorious  work  goeth  on,  and  his 
power  is  over  all.  It'  being  now  the  tenth  hour  at 
night,  I  took  my  leave  of  G.  F.  and  friends. 

This  day  it  came  upon  me  to  write  a  letter  to  Joanna 
Eleonora  Malane,  the  noble  young  woman  at  Franck- 
fort. 

Dear  friend,  J.  E.  M. 

MY  dear  and  tender  love,  which  God  hath  raifed 
in  my  heart  by  his  living  word  to  all  mankind,  < 
but  more  efpecially  unto  thofe  in  whom  he  hath  be- 
gotten an  holy  hunger  and  third  after  him,  faluteth 
thee:  and  amongft  thofe  of  that  place  where  thou 
liveft,  the  remembrance  of  thee,  with  thy  compa- 
nions, is  moft  particularly  and  eminently  at  this  time 
brought  before  me.  And  the  fenfe  of  your  open-heart- 
ednefs,  fimplicity,  and  fincere  love  to  the  teftimony 
of  Jefus,  that  by  us  was  delivered  unto  you,  hath 
deeply  engaged  my  heart  towards  you,  and  often  raifed 
in  my  foul  heavenly  breathings  to  the  God  of  my  life, 
that  he  would  keep  you  in  the  daily  fenfe  of  that  di- 
vine life,  which  then  affefted  you.  For  this  know, 
it  was  the  life  in  yourfelvesy  that  fo  fweetly  vifited  you 
by  the  miniftry  of  life  through  us. 

Wherefore,  love  the  divine  life  and  light  in  your- 
felves :  be  retired,  and  ftill ;  let  that  holy  feed  move  in 
all  heavenly  things  before  you  move :  for  no  one  re- 
ceiveth  any  thing  (that  truly  profiteth)  but  what  he 
receiveth  from  above.  Thus  faid  John  to  his  difciples. 
Now  that  which  ftirreth  in  your  hearts,  draweth  you 
out  of  the  world,  flayeth  you  to  all  the  vain-glory, 
and  pleafure,  and  empty  worlhips  that  are  in  it ;  this 
is  from  above^  the  heavenly  feed  of  God,  pure  and  in- 
corruptible, that  is  come  down  from  heaven  to  make 
VQU  heavenly  i  that  in  heavenly  places  you  may  dwell, 
*  F  f  4  and 
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and  witnefs,  with  the  faints  of  oldj  this  heavenly  trtz^ 
^ure  in  earthen  vcflels. 

O  flay  your  minds  upon  the  Appearance  of  Jefus  in 
you,  in  whofc  light  you  (hall  fee  light !  It  will  make 
you  of  a  weighty  confidering  Spirit  more  and  moresi 
that  you  may  fee  how  the  myftery  of  iniquity  hath 
wrought,  and  how  mankind  is  corrupted  in  all  things, 
and  what  part  you  yet  have,  that  belongeth  not  to 
the  paradife  of  God,  that  you  may  lay  it  all  down  at 
the  feet  of  Jefus,  and  follow  him,  who  is  going  up 
and  down,  doing  good  to  all  that  believe  in  hh  name. 
So  poffefs  your  fouls  in  the  fenfible  feeling  of  his 
daily  vilits,  (hipings  and  breathings  upon  your  fpiritsi 
and  wait  diligently,  and  watch  circumfpet^ly,  left  the 
enemy  furprize  you,  or  your  Lord  come  at  unawares 
upon  you,  and  you  be  unprepared  to  receive  his  fwee? 
and  precious  vifitations.  That  fo  thofe  holy  begin-< 
nings,  which  thou  art  a  witnefs  of,  with  thy  compa- 
nions, may  not  be  loft,  or  as  if  they  had  never  beenj^ 
but  that  you  may,  from  day  to  day,  feel  the  growth 
of  his  light,  life,  power,  and  kingdom  in  your  foyls, 
that  you  may  be  able  to  fay,  "  The  kingdom  of  God 
f^  is  come,  yea,  it  is  given  to  the  faints." 

And  what  I  fay  unto  one,  I  fay  unto  all  that  received 
our  teftimony  in  that  city;  to  whom  thou  mayeft  givCj^ 
if  thou  plealeft,  the  remembrance  of  my  dear  love, 
who  travail  in  the  fpirit  for  their  redemption,  that 
they  may  be  brought  into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the 
fons  of  God.  Particularly  falute  me  to  the.  young 
woman,  that  met  with  us  at  thy  lodging.  The  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift,  the  Prince  of  peace,  dwell  amongft  you, 
keep  your  hearts  ftedfaft  in  his  holy  light,  without 
wavering,  all  the  days  of  your  appointed  time,  until 
your  great  and  laft  change  Aall  come ;  when  he  will 
receive  his  own  fheep  into  his  own  everlafting  king* 
dom,  from  the  power  of  the  foxes  and  the  wolves, 
and  all  the  devouring  beafts  and  birds  of  prey ;  when 
he  will  wipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes,  and  figh- 
ing  and  forrowing  fhall  be  no  more  i  and  w^en  it  ihaU 
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be  faid,  **  There  is  no  more  death,  no  more  night,  no 
♦^  more  time/' 

So  dear  J.  E.  M.  know,  that  the  Lord  hath  brought 
us  well  to  Amfterdam,  not  without  good  fervice  by 
the  way :  for  at  Cullen  we  had  a  precious  meeting, 
and  were  received  with  much  gladnefs  of  heart.  Wc 
alfo  went  to  Duylburg,  and  from  thence  towards 
Mulheim,  being  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  hoping  to 
get  an  opportunity  with  the  countefs  of  Bruch,  and 
to  deliver  thy  letter  2  but  her  father  (who  is  a  cruql 
and  feverc  man)  meeting  us  near  his  caftle,  ftopped 
us ;  and  after  fomc  little  time,  finding  what  we  were, 
faid,  ♦  There  wanted  no  Quakers  there  i  and  fent  us 
with  fome  of  his  foldiers  out  of  his  territory.  It  was 
about  fun-fet,  fo  that  we  were  forced  to  return  towards 
Duyfburg,  but  the  gates  of  the  city  being  (but,  and 
there  being  no  houfes  without  it,  we  were  forced  to 
lie  in  the  fields  all  night,  where  the  Lord  made  us  a 
good  and  comfortable  bed.  We  told  the  graef  at 
parting,  ^  We  were  men  that  feared  the  Almighty 
^  God  I  we  defired  the  good  of  all  men ;  and  that  we 
♦  came  not  hither  for  any  evil  defign  :*  but  he  would 
not  hear ;  the  Lord,  if  he  pleafeth,  forgive  him.  Nc- 
verthelefs  wc  had  a  good  meeting  at  Duy/burg,  whei^ 
wc  had  our  hearts  defire,  the  blefled  power  and  life  of 
God  making  its  own  way  in  the  hearts  of  thofe  that 
heard  our  teftimony,  I  alfo  writ  a  large  and  tender 
lettdr  to  the  countefs,  and  received  a  fwcet  and  Ipving 
mefiage  from  her:  and  I  have  great  hopes  that  all 
things  will  work  together  for  the  beft. 

From  Duyfburg  we  went  to  Wefel,  where  we  en- 
quired out  who  was  worthy,  and  there  we  found  four 
or  five  feparated  from  all  congregations,  "  waiting  for 
f*  the  Confolation  of  Ifrael,"  with  whom  we  had  two 
precious  meetings :  and  leaving  the  peace  of  Jcfu* 
with  them,  went  to  Emrick,  where  we  vifited  the  chi^f 
Paptift  teacher,  who  confeffed  to  our  teftimony,  and 
|-eceived  us  lovingly.  We  direfted  them  to  that  gift 
of  God  in  himfelf,  that  pure  and  eternal  word  in  the 
hearty  th^at  he  mi^ht  know  the  jpu^e  mMu|try  of  that^, 

f roca 
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fr«m  the  miniftry  of  man's  fpirit,  which  cannot  profit 
or  give  life  to  the  foul. 

From  thence  we  went  to  Cleve,  where  at  a  lady's 
houfe,  belonging  to  the  court,  we  had  a  precious 
meeting:  and  we  found  fomc  that  had  defertcd 
the  publick  miniftry,  as  not  being  appointed  of  God 
to  preach,  neither  knowing,  by  true  experience,  the 
way  and  travail  of  the  new  birth,  but  made  and  main- 
tained by  men :  we  founded  the  joyful  gofpel  amongft 
them,  and  from  thence,  by  the  way  of  Nimeguen  and 
Utrecht,  we  came  the  laft  fixth  day  to  Amfterdan), 
which  wais  the  feventh  of  the  feventh  nwnth. 

This  laft  firft-day  I  had  a  great  and  bleflcd  meeting 
at  Amfterdam,  ♦almoft  of  every  quality  and  religion ; 
the  Lord's  heavenly  power  (that  is  quickening  peo- 
ple into  a  living  fenfe  of  him,  that  they  may  fay, 
•*  the  Lord  liveth,  and  he  liveth  in  me")  reigned  that 
day  over  all. 

In  the  evening  I  took  boat  for  Horn,  and  frora^ 
thence  came  laft  night  (being  the  fecond  day  of  the 
week)  to  this  city  of  Harlingen,  where  we  met  with 
fome  of  our  brethren,  that  had  been  up  at  Hamburgh 
and  Frederickftadt ;  and  this  day  we  are  to  have  two 
meetings  here,  the  one  among  our  friends,  the  other 
publick  for  the  town.  It  is  upon  me  to  vifit  J.  de 
L^badie's  people,  that  they  may  know  him  in  them- 
felves,  in  whom  their  falvation  ftandeth:  for  thefe 
fimple  people  are  to  be  pitied.  From  thence  I  think 
to  vifit  Lceuwacrden,  Groningen,  Embden,  Bremen, 
Herwerden,  Wefel,  Emrick,  Cleve,  Utrecht,  atid  fe 
to  return  to  Amfterdam,  the  Lord  enabling  me  by  his 
power. 

This  arifeth  in  my  heart  to  thee ;   *  Give  not  thy 

*  bread  to  dogs ;  fpend  not  thy  portion ;  feed  not  the 

*  ferpent,  neither  hearken  to  him :  abide  with  Jefus, 

*  and  he  will  abide  with  thee,  that  thou  mayeft  grow 

*  in  wifdom  and  in  righteoufnefs,  through  the  crofs, 

*  that  crucifieth  thee  to  the  world,  and  the  world  to 

*  thee.'     So  in  the  love  which  overcometh  the  world, 
that  is  divine,  and  from  above^  and  leadeth  all  thither 

that; 
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that  receive  it  into  their  hearts,  I  take  my  leave  of 
thee,  with  thy  companions,  and  all  the  reft  of  that 
city  known  to  us,  remaining 

Thy  faithful  friend,  and  the  Lord's  day- 
labourer,  W.  ?• 

fiarlingen,  nth  of  the 
7th  month,  i6yj. 

Next  morning,*  about  the  fourth  hour,  I  took  boat 
for  Leeuwaerden ;  J.  Claus,  who  had  been  at  Frede- 
rickftadt  with  G.  F.  went  with  me.  G.  F.  J.  Y.  and 
T.  R.  with  P.  H.  returned  that  day  towards  Amfter- 
dam. 

At  Leeuwaerden  we  came  about  nine,  and  began 
the  meeting  about  ten;  which  we  enjoyed  with  peace 
and  refrefhment,  feveral  being  there  (as  in  other  places) 
that  were  never  at  a  meeting  before. 

The  meeting  being  done^  and  having  refrefhed  our- 
felves  with  food,  we  took  waggon  for  Wiewart,  the 
manfion-houfe  of  the  family  of  the  Somerdykes,  where 
J.  de  Labadie's  company  refideth,  it  being  ftrong  up- 
on my  fpirit  to  give  them  a  vifit.  We  got  thither 
about  five;  and  as  we  were  walking  over  a  field  to 
the  houfe,  we  met  a  young  man  of  that  company, 
who  conduced  us  in.  I  afked  for  Ivon  the  paftor, 
and  Anna  Maria  Schurmans.  Ivon  prefently  ^camc 
with  his  co-paftor;  they  received  us  very  civilly.' 
However,  they  feemed  Ihy  of  letting  me  Ipeak  with 
A.  M,  S.  objecting  her  weaknefs,  age,  taking  phyfick, 
&c.  But  putting  them  in  mind  how  unhandfomely 
I  was  ufed  at  Herwerden  fix  years  ago,  by  J.  de  La- 
badie,  their  father,  who,  though  Icame  a  great  jour- 
ney to  vifit  him  and  his  people,  fuffered  me.  not  to 
fpeak  with  them ;  they  prefently  complied,  and  went 
in  to  let  her  know  that  fuch  a  perfon  defired  to  Ipeak 
with  her,  and  quickly  returned,  defiring  me  to  come 
in.^  But  forefeeing  my  time  would  be  too  fhort  for 

•  «.  7.  4.] 
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my  meflage,  the  fun  being  near  fetting,  and  having 
(WO  Engliih  miles  of  unknown  way  to  our  lodging, 
on  foot,  I  defired  them,  that  they  would  giire  me  an 
opportunity  the  next  morning,  which  they  readily 
complied  with.  So  I  took  my  leave  of  them,  who  in 
a  friendly  manner  brought  us  a  little  on  our  way. 
That  night  a  great  weight  was  upon  my  /pint^  and 
efpecially  the  next  morning ;  yet  my  faith  was  in  the 
power  of  God,  and  I  had  a  plain  fight  that  I  fhould 
have  a  good  fervice  among  them ;  however^  I  fhould 
clear  my  confcience^  and  my  peace  fhould  refl  with 
me. 

The  next  morning  *  I  returned  to  them,  and  J.  C. 
along  with  me.  So  foon  as  we  came,  we  were  brought 
into  A.  M.  S's.  chamber ;  where  alfo  was  with  her 
one  of  the  three  Somerdykes. 

This  A.  M.  S.  aforefaid,  is  an  apcient  maidj,  above 
fixty  years  of  age,  of  great  note  and  fame  for  learn- 
ing in  languages  and  philofophy,  and  hath  obtained 
z  confiderable  place  among  the  moft  learned  men  of 
this  age.  The  Somerdykes  are  daughters  to  a  noble- 
man of  the  Hague,  people  cf  great  breeding  and  in- 
heritances. Thefe,  with  fevcral  other  perfons,  being 
aflTedted  with  the  zealous  declamation  of  J.  de  Laba- 
die,  againft  the  dead  and  formal  churches  of  the 
world,  and  awakened  to  feck  after  a  more  fpiritu^ 
fellowfhip  and  fociety,  feparated  themfelves  from  the 
common  Calvinid  churches,  and  followed  him  'm  the 
V4y  of  a  refined  Independency. 

They  are  a  ferious,  plain  people,  and  are  come 
nearer  to  friends,  as  in  filence  in  meetings,  women- 
Speaking,  preaching  by  the  Spirit,  plainnefs  in  garb,^ 
^d  furniture  in  their  houfes.  With  thefe  two  we  had 
t^e  company  of  the  two  paflors,  and  a  dodtor  of  phy- 
fick.  After  fome  filence,  I  prqpofed  this  quefUon  ta 
them :  ^  What  was  it  that  induced  them  to  feparate 
<  from  the  common  way  they  formerly  lived  in  ?  1  de- 
^  iSred  themi  that  they  y(ould  be  pleafed  tQ  be  pl^A 

?  ^^  ^  ^  ^     . 

^  ap<B 


HOLLAND  AMD   GERMANY.       4^1 

'  and  open  with  me,  as  to  the  ground  of  their  lepa«^ 
^  ration ;  for  I  came  not  to  ca^il,  but  in  a  Chriftian 

*  ipirit  to  be  informed. 

Upon  this,  Ivon,  the  chief  paftor,  gave  us  the 
hiftory  of  J.  de  Labadie's  education  ^  how  he  was  bred 
among  the  Jefuits,  and  deferted  them,  and  embraced 
the  Proteftant  religion ;  and  finally,  of  his  great  difla- 
tisfadlion  with  the  Proteftant  churches  of  France,  and 
that  if  God  would  not  give  them  a  purer  church,  thejr 
three  would  fit  down  by  themfelves,  refolving  never 
more  to  mix  themfelves  among  the  Babylohifh  aflem- 
blies  of  the  world.  Adding  feveral  folemn  appeals 
concerning  the  fimplicity  and  integrity  of  their  hearts 
in  thefe  things. 

Ivon  having  done,  A.  M.  S.  began  in  this  manner: 
I  find  myfelf  conftrained  to  add  a  fhort  teftimony« 
She  told  us  of  her  former  life,  of  her  pleafure  in 
learning,  and  her  love  to  the  religion  (he  was  brought 
up  in ;  but  confeflcd  Ihe  knew  not  God  nor  Chrift 
truly  all  that  while.  And  though  from  a  child  God 
had  vifited  her  at  times,  yet  fhe  never  felt  fuch  a 
powerful  ftroke,  as  by  the  miniftry  of  J.  de  Labadie« 
She  faw  her  learning  to  be  vanity,  and  her  religion 
like  a  body  of  death :  fhe  refol ved  to  defpife  the 
fhame,  defert  her  former  way  of  living  and  acquaint* 
ance,  and  to  join  herfelf  with  this  little  family,  that 
was  retired  out  of  the  world,  among  whom  fhe  dc- 
fired  to  be  found  a  living  facrifice,  ofiered  tip  eri-r 
tirely  to  the  Lord.  She  fpoke  in  a  very  ferious  and 
broken  fenfe,  not  without  Jome  trembling.  Thefe  are 
but  fhort  hints  of  what  fhe  faid. 

After  fhe  had  done,  one  of  the  Somerdykes  began, 
in  a  very  reverent  and  weighty  frame  of  mind,  and  irt 
^  fenfe  that  very  well  fuited  her  contempt  of  thtf 
world :  fhe  told  us  how  often  fhe  had  mourned  front 
her  young  years,  becaufc  fhe  did  not  know  the  Lord 
as  fhe  defired  i  often  faying  within  herfelfi  *  If  God 

*  would  make  known  to  me  his  way,  I  would  tram- 
^  pie  upon  all  the  pride  and  glory  of  the  world.'  She 
c»*neftly  exprefTed  the  frequent  anguifh  ^  fpirit  fhe 
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had,  becaufe  of  the  deadnefs  and  formality  of  the 
Chriftians  (he  was  bred  among,  faying  to  herfelf,  '  O 

*  the  pride,  O  the  lufts,  O  the  vain  pleafures  in  which 

*  Chriftians  live !  Can  this  be  the  way  to  heaven  ?  Is 

*  this  the  way  to  glory  ?  Are  thefe  followers  of  Chrift  ? 

*  O  no!  O  God,  where  is  thy  little  flock?  Where  is 

*  thy  little  family  that  will  live  entirely  to  thee,  that 

*  will  follow  thee?    Make  me  one  of  that  number. 

*  And  when  the  fervant  of  the  Lord,  J.  de  Labadie, 

*  came  into  Holland,  I,  among  others,  had  a  curio- 

*  fity  to  hear  him;   and  among   feveral  others   was 

*  deeply  aflTeded  by  him.   He  fpoke  the  very  thoughts 

*  of  my  heart :  methought  my  heart  was  pricked  when 

*  I  heard  him ;  and  I  refolved,  by  the  grace  of  God, 

*  to  abandon  all  the  glory  and  pride  of  this  world, 
«  to  be  one  of  thofe  that  (hould  fit  down  with  him  in 

<  a  feparation  from   the  vain   and  dead  worfhips  of 

*  this  world.     I  count  myfelf  happy  that  I  ever  met 

*  with  him,  and  thefe  paftors,  who  feek  not  them-» 

*  felves,  but  the  Lord :  and  we  are  a  family  that  live 

*  together  in  love ;  of  one  foul  and  one  fpirit,  entirely 

*  given  up  to  ferve  the  Lord  j  and  this  is  the  greatcft. 

<  joy  in  the  world/ 

After,  Du  Lignon,  the  other  paftor,  gave  us  alfo 
an  account  of  his  inducement  to  embrace  J.  de  Laba- 
die, but  not  fo  livelily. 

After  him  the  doftor  of  phyfick,  that  had  been  bred 
for  a  prieft,  but  voluntarily  refufed  that  calling,  ex- 
prefled  himfelf  after  this  manner :    *  I  can  alfo  bear 

*  my  teftimony,  in  the  prefence  of  God,  that  though 
^  I  lived  in  as  much  reputation  at  the  univerfity,  as 

*  any  of  my  colleagues  or  companions,  and  was  well 

*  reputed  for  fobriety  and  honefty,    yet  I  never  felt 

*  fuch  a  living  fenfe  of  God,  as  when  I  heard  the  fer- 

*  vant  of  the  Lord  J.  de  Labadie :'    adding,    ^  The 

*  firft  day  I  heard  him,  I  was  fo  ftruck  and  afFedled, 

*  that  I  can  truly  fay,  through  the  good  grace  of  God, 

*  and  the  condudt  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  it  was  to  me  as 

*  the  day  of  my  falvationj  he  did  fo  livingly  touch 

*  my  heart  with  a  fenfe  of  the  true  Chriftian  worlhip : 

*  upon 
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•  upon  which  I  forfook  the  univerfity,  and  refolved  to 
^  be  one  of  this  family ;  and  this  I  can  fay  in  the  fear 

*  of  the  Lord.' 

P.  Ivon  concluded,  *  This  is  what  we  have  to  fay 
^  concerning  the  work  of  God  amongft  us/ 

All  this  while  I  minded  not  fo  much  their  words, 
as  I  felt  and  had  unity  with  a  meafure  of  divine  fenfc 
that  was  upon  them.  Certainly  the  Lord  hath  been 
aniongft  them;  yea,  I  had  a  living  fenfe  in  my  heart 
that  fomewhat  of  the  breath  of  life  had  breathed  upon 
them ;  and  though  they  were  in  great  mixtures,  yet 
that  .God's  love  wa$  towards  them. 

After  fome  filence,  I  began  on  this  wife : 

I  come  not  to  judge  you,  but  to  vifit  you ;  not  to 
quarrel  or  difpute,  but  to  fpeak  of  the  things  of  God's 
kingdom;  and  I  have  no  prejudice,  but  great  love  and 
regard  in  my  heart  towards  you :  wherefore  hear  me 
with  Chriftian  patience  and  tendernefs. 

I  do  confefs  and  believe  that  God  hath  touched 
your  hearts  with  his  divine  finger,  and  that  his  work 
is  amongft  you :  that  it  was  his  Spirit  that  gave  you  a 
fight  of  the  vanity  and  folly  of  this  world,  and  that 
hath  made  you  fenfible  of  the  dead  religions  that  are 
in  it.  It  is  this  fenfe  I  love  and  honour ;  and  I  am 
*fo  far  from  undervaluing  or  oppofing  this  tender  Icnfe 
I  feel  upon  you,  that  this  it  is  I  am  come  to  vifit, 
and  you  for  the  love  of  it.  And  as  for  the  reproaches 
that  may  attend  you  on  the  fcore  of  your  feparation, 
with  all  the  reports  that  therefore  go  concerning  you, 
they  are  what  I  refpeft  you  for,  being  well  acquainted 
with  the  nature  and  pradice  of  this  world  towards 
thofe  that  retire  out  of  it. 

Now  fince  I  have  with  patience,  and  I  can  truly  fay 
with  great  fatisfaftion,  heard  your  account  of  your 
experiences,  give  me  the  like  Chriftian  freedom  to  tell 
you  mine,  to  the  end  you  may  have  fome  fenfe  of 
the  work  of  God  in  me :  for  thofe  who  are  come  to 
any  meafure  of  a  divine  fenfe,  they  are  as  looking* 
glafles  to  each  other,  as  face  anfwereth  face  in  a  ghis. 

Here 
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Here  I  began  to  let  them  know  how,  and  when^ 
the  Lord  firft  appeared  unto  me,  which  was  about  the 
twelfth  year  of  my  age,  anno  1656.  How  at  times, 
betwixt  that  and  the  fifteenth,  the  Lord  vifited  me^ 
and  the  divine  imprcflions  he  gave  me  of  himfelf: 
of  my  perfecution  at  Oxford,  and  how  the  Lord  fuf- 
tained  me  in  the  midft  of  that  hellifh  darknefs  and 
debauchery :  of  my  being  banifhed  the  college  1  the 
bitter  ufage  1  underwent  when  I  returned  to  my  fa* 
ther;  whipping,  beating,  and  turning  out  of  doors 
in  i662.  Of  the  Lord's  dealings  with  me  in  France^ 
and  in  the  time  of  the  great  plague  in  London.  la 
fine,  the  deep  fenfe  he  gave  me  of  the  vanity  of  this 
world  J  of  the  irreligioufnejs  of  the  religions  of  ^  it* 
Then  of  my  mournful  and  bitter  cries  to  him,  that  he 
would  (hew  me  his  own  way  of  life  and  falvation,  and 
tny  refolutions  to  follow  him,  whatever  reproaches  or 
fufferings  fhould  attend  me,  and  that  with  great  re- 
verence and  brokennefs  of  fpirit.  How,^  after  all 
this,  the  glory  of  the  world  cvertook  me,  and  I  was 
even  ready  to  give  up  myfelf  unto  it,  feeing  as  yet  no 
fuch  thing  as  the  *  primitive  fpirit  and  church  on  the 
*  earth}*  and  being  ready  to  faint  concerning  my 
«  hope  of  the  reftitution  of  all  things/ 

It  was  at  this  time  that  the  Lord  vifited  me  with  a 
certain  found  and  tefl:imony  of  his  eternal  word, 
through  one  of  thofe  the  world  calls  Shakers,  namely 
Thomas  Lob.  I  related  to  them  the  bitter  mockings 
and  fcornings  that  fell  upon  me,  the  difpleafure  of 
my  parents,  the  inveftivenefs  and  cruelty  of  the  priefts, 
the  ftrangenefs  of  all  my  companions :  what  a  fign 
and  wonder  they  made  of  mej  but,  above  all^  that 
great  crofs  of  refifliing  and  watching  againft  mine  own 
inward  vain  affedtions  and  thoughts. 

Here  I  had  a  fine  opportunity  to  fpeak  of  the  myf- 
tery  of  iniquity  and  ungodlinefs  in  the  root  and 
ground,  and  to  give  them  an  account  of  the  powef 
and  prefence  of  God  which  attended  us  in  our  pub- 
lick  teftimonies  and  fufferings ;  after  an  indiredt*  manr 
tier  cenfuring  their  weakneifesi  by  declaring  and  com^ 

mending 
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mending  the  contrary  pradtices  among  friends^  too 
large  to  be  here  related.  And  notwithflanding  all 
my  fufferings  and  trials  by  magiftrates>  parents,  com* 
panions,  and,  above  all,  from  the  priefts  of  the  falfc 
religions  in  the  world,  the  Lord  hath  prefcrved  me  to 
this  day,  and  hath  given  me  an  hundred  fold  in  this 
world,  as  well  as  the  aflurance  of  life  everlafting  1  in- 
forming them  of  the  tendernefs  of  my  father  to  me, 
before,  and  at,  his  death  -,  and  how,  through  patience 
and  long-fufFering,  all  oppofition  was  conquered. 
Then  I  began  my  exhortation  unto  them,  which  was 
on  this  wife. 

That  (ince  God  had  given  me  and  them  a  divine 
fenfe  of  him,  our  eye  (hould  be  to  himj  not  to  man ; 
that  we  might  come  more  into  a  filence  of  ourfelves, 
and  a  growth  into  that  heavenly  fenfe.     That  this  was 
the  work  of  the  true  miniftry,  not  to  keep  people  to 
tbemfelvesy  ever  teaching  them,  but  to  turn  them  to 
God,  the  new-covenant  Teacher,  and  to  Christ,  the 
great  Gofpel-Minifter.     Thus  John  did,  and  thought 
it  no  diftionour  that  they  left  him  to  go  to  Cbrift.** 
^^  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God,"  faid  he,  "  that  takcth 
♦*  away  the  fin  of  the  world  !**  And  even  John's  diC- 
ciples  left  him  to  follow  Chrift.     Nay,  John  tcftifies 
ot  himfelf,  "  That  he  was  to  "  decreafej'  and  Chrift 
was  to  increafe.  Wherefore  I  prefled  them  to  have  their 
eye  to  Christ  that  taketh  away  the  (in ;  that  is,  from 
heaven,  heavenly;  to  fee  that  He  increafe  in  them. 
Yea,  "  that  henceforth  they  fhould  know  no  man  after 
*«  thcjle/h',  no,  not  Chrift  himfelf."   That  their  know- 
ledge of,  and  regard  and  fellowlhip  with,  one  another^ 
ihould  ftand  in  the  revelation  of  the  Son  of  God  in 
them;  who  is  God's  Great  Prophet,  by  whom  God 
fpeakcth  in  thcfe  latter  days.     And  if  their  minifters 
be  true  minifters,    they  will  count  it  their  glory  to 
give  way  to  Chrift,  and  that  they  decreafe,  and  Chrift 
increafe  J  that  the  inftrument  giveth  way  to  him  that 
iiicth  it,  the  fervant  to  the  Lord.     Which,  though  it 
ieemeth  to  detraft  from  the  minifters,  yet  it  was,  and 
}9>  the  glory  of  a  true  minifter,  that  God  and  Chrift; 
Vol.  III.  G  g  -    fl»uld 
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Ihould  be  all  in  ally,  and  that  his  will  fhould  be  ful- 
filled. For  I  told  them,  "  The  day  of  the  Lord  God 
"  was  come,*'  and  all  people  muft  look  to  him  for 
falvation :  that  all  people  muft  now  come  to  keep  God's 
fftzt  fab^atby  to  reft  from  mere  man^  and  the  fpirit 
of  man^  and  all  mens  thoughts,  words,  and  works ; 
and  that  if  they  were  true  believers,  they  were,  at 
leaft,  "  entering  into  their  reft." 

I  clofely  recommended  it  to  them,  that  they  might 
not  be  of  thofe  that  begin  in  the  fpirit,  and  end  in 
the  flefli ;  for  that  thofe  that  fhould  do  fo,  and  there- 
by break  God's  fabbath-day,  would  be  ftoned  to 
death,  by  the  "  ftonc  which  is  cut  out  of  the  moun- 
"  tain  without  hands;"  yea,  that  fhould  fall  upon 
them  as  a  mill-ftone,  and  grind  them  to  powder. 
Therefore  let  Christ  have  his  honour ;  let  him  preach 
and  fpeak  among  you,  and  in  you,  and  you  in  bim; 
and  by  bim  only  figh,  groan,  pray,  preach,  ling,  and 
not  otherwife,  left  death  come  over  you :  for  thereby 
the  apoftacy  came  in,  by  their  going  before  Cbrift^  in- 
ftead  of  Chrift  going  before  them. 

And  wait  in  the  light  and  fpirit  of  judgment  that 
hath  vifited  you,  that  all  may  be  wrought  out  that  is 
not  born  of  God  j  fo  will  you  come  to  be  born  of  the 
incorruptible  feed,  of  the  word  of  God  that  liveth 
and  abideth  for  ever :  that  you  may  be  an  holy  prieft- 
hood,  that  offers  up  a  living  facrifice  with  God's 
heavenly  fire,  that  God  may  have  his  honour  in  you 
all,  and  through  all,  by  Jefus  Chrift.  And  turning 
myfelf  towards  the  Somerdykes,  with  a  ferious  and 
tender  fpirit,   I  thus  exprefTed  myfelf:    ^  That  you 

*  fhould  be  pilgrims  in  the  inheritance  of  your  Father, 

*  I  have  a  deep  and  reverent  feilfe  of:  O  that  you 
^  might  dwell  with  him  for  ever,  and  exalt  him  that 
^  hath  fo  vifited  you,' with  whom  are  the  rewards  of 

*  eternal  bleffednefs.' 

So  I  left  the  bleffing  and  peace  of  Jefus  among 
them,  departing  in  the  love  and  peace  of  God :  and  I 
muft  needs  fay  they  were,  beyond  expedtation,  tender 
and  refpeftful  to  us :   all  of  them  coming  with  us, 

except 
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except  the  ancient  A.  M.  S.  (who  is  not  able  to 
walk)  to  the  outward  door ;  giving  us  their  hands  in 
a  friendly  manner^  expreflling  their  great  fatisfadioni 
in  our  vifit.  And  being  come  to  the  porch,  and 
meeting  feveral  perfons  of  the  family,  I  was  moved 
to  turn  about  and  exhort  them,  in  the  prefence  of 
the  reft,  to  keep  to  Cbrifty  that  had  given  them  a  fenfc 
of  the  fpirit  ot  this  world,  and  had  raifed  defircs  in 
them  to  be  delivered  from  it !  And  to  know  no  man 
after  the  flefh,  but  to  have  their  fellowlhip  in  Cbrift^ 
union  and  communion  with  God^  and  one  with  ano- 
ther; that  all  their  worfhip  and  performances  might 
ftand  in  him^  that  be  might  be  all  in  all:  defiring  that 
the  Lord  might  keep  them  in  his  fear  all  the  days  of 
their  appointed  time,  that  fo  they  might  ferve  him  ill 
their  generation,  in  his  own  univerfal  Spirit,  to  his, 
glory,  who  is  bleffed  for  ever.  , 

.  The  Lord  comforted  my  Ibul  in  this  fervice :  yea, 
all  that  is  within  me  magnified  his  holy  name,  be-f 
caufe  of  his  blefTed  prefence  that  was  with  us!  O  let 
my  foul  truft  in  the  Lord,  and  confide  in  him  for 
ever!  O  let  me  dwell  and  abide  with  him  that  is  faith- 
ful and  true,  and  bleffed  for  evermore ! 

The  two  paftors  and  the  do<5tor  came  with  us  a 
field's  length,  where  we  took  waggon  j  and  tht  chief 
of  them  took  occafion  to  afk  me,  ^  If  the  truth  rofc 
f  not  at  firft  amongft  z,  foovy  illiterate^  ^nd^mplefort 
^  of  people  ?'  I  told  him,  Yes;  that  was  our  comfort, 
and  that  we  owed  it  not  to  the  learning  of  this  world ; 

*  Then,'  faid  he,  '  Let  not  the  learning  of  this  world 
^  be  ufed  to  defend  that  which  the  Spirit  of  God  hath 

*  brought  forth ;  for  fcholars  now  coming  among  you> 

*  will    be  apt  to  mix  fchool-learning  amongft  your 

*  limpler  and  purer  language,  and  thereby  obfcure  the 

*  brightnefs  of  the  teftimony.'  I  told  him,  it  was 
good  for  us  all  to  have  a  care  of  our  own  Ipirits, 
words  and  works.;  confelEng  what  he  faid  had  weight 
in  it ;  telling  him,  it  was  our  care  to  write  and  fpealc 
according  to  the  divine  fenfe,  and  not  human  ioven- 
tion. 

G  g  2  So 
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So  in  a  very  fober  and  ferious  manner  we  partedt 
being  about  the  twelfth  hour  at  noon. 

This  night  about  ten  we  got  to  Lippenhufen,  where 
there  is  a  little  meeting  of  friends,  being  about  25 
Englifli  miles. 

The  next  morning  *  we  had  a  blefled  meeting  among 
friends;  many  of  the  world  came  in,  were. very  ferious 
and  well  affeded;  one  whereof  was  a  magiftrate  oi 
the  place.  The  Lord  pleads  his  own  caufe^  and  crowns 
his  own  teftimony  with  his  own  power.  There  is  like 
to  be  a  fine  gathering  in  that  place. 

After  dinner  we  took  waggon  for  the  city  of  Gro« 
ningen,  where  we  arrived  at  eight  at  nighty  being  about 
a5  Englifh  miles. 

The  next  morning'  we  had  a  meeting  among  friends 
of  that  city,  whither  reforted  both  collegian  and  Cal- 
vinift  ftudcnts,  who  behaved  themfelves  fobcrly :  the 
Lord's  power  was  over  all,  and  his  teftimony  ftands. 
When  meeting  was  ended,  they  went  out;  and  as  I 
was  concluding  an  exhortation  to  friends,  came  in  a 
flock  of  ftudents  to  have  had  fome  conference  with 
us :  but  having  fet  the  time  of  our  leaving  the  city, 
we  recommended  them  to  the  univerfal  love  of  God, 
promifing  them  fome  books  of  our  principles,  with 
which*  they  exprcffcd  themfelves  fatisfied,  and  civilly 
parted  from  us. 

After  dinner  we  took  boat  for  Delfzyl,  and  came 
thither  about  fix  at  night.  The  next  morning*"  about 
feven,  we  took  boat  for  Embden,  which  is  about  three 
leagues.  On  board  of  that  veflel  it  came  upon  me  to 
write  a  letter  to  friends  in  England,  concerning  the 
prefent  feparatifts,  and  their  fpirit  of  feparation, 
which  had  feveral  times  been  opened  unto  me,  and 
had  remained  fome  days  upon  my  fpirit*  The  letter 
foUoweth. 

« 14.  7.  6.      *  ij,  7.  7%      •  16.  7,  K 
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To  friends  every  where,  concerning  the  prefent  fcpa- 
ratifts,  and  their  fpirit  of  reparation. 

Friends  and  brethren, 

BY  a  mighty  hand,  and  by  an  out-ftretched  arm, 
hath  the  Lord  God  everlafting  gathered  us  to  be 
a  people,  and  in  his  own  power  and  life  hath  he  pre- 
Icrved  us  a  people  unto  this  day :  and  praifes  be  to 
his  eternal  name,  no  weapon  that  hath  yet  been  formed 
againfl:  us,  either  from  without,  or  from  within,  hath 
profpered. 

Now  this  I  fay  unto  you,  and  that  in  his  counfel. 
that  hath  vifited  us  5  Whoever  go  out  of  the  unity 
with  their  brethren,  are  firft  gone  out  of  unity  with 
the  power  and  life  of  God  in  themfelves,  in  which  the 
unity  of  the  brethren  ftandeth  5  and  the  lead  member 
of  the  body  in  the  unity  ftandeth  on  the  top  of  them, 
and  hath  a  judgment  againftthemj  unto  which  judg- 
ment, of  both  great  and  fmall  amongft  the  living  fa- 
mily that  in  the  unity  are  preferved,  they  muft  bow, 
before  they  can  come  into  the  unity  again :  yea,  this 
they  will  readily  do,  if  they  are  trome  into  unity  with 
the  life  and  power  of  God  in  themfelves;  which  is  the 
holy  root  that  beareth  the  tree,  the  fruit,  and  the 
leaves ;  all  receiving  life  and  virtue  from  it,  and  there- 
by are  nourilhed  unto  God's  praife. 

And  let  all  have  a  pare  how  they  weaken  that,  or 
bring  that  under  the  cfxaltation  and  high  imagination 
of  thofe  that  it  is  revfcaled  againft.  For  I  feel  that 
unruly  Ipirit  is  tormented  under  the  ftroke  and  judg- 
ment of  the  power,  and  in  its  fubtlety  is  feeking  oc- 
cafion  againft  the  inftruments,  by  whom  the  power 
gave  it  forth.  Let  all  have  a  care  how  they  touch 
with  this  fpirit  in  thofe  workings ;  for  by  being  one 
with  this  fpirit  in  judging  thofe  that  have  been  faith- 
iul,  according  to  the  gift  of  wifdom  they  have 
JTCceivcd  from  God,  they  will  feed  it  and  fortify  it, 
aod  in  the  end  come  to  be  one  with  it  againft  the 

G  g  I  ^QTH^t^ 
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power  itfclf,  and  at  laft  run  out,  and  become  open 
enemies  and  defpiftrs ;  for  whom  is  refervcd  the  black* 
nefs  and  darknefs  for  ever,  unlefs  they  repent. 

Wherefore  all  that  labour  for  the  reftoration  of  thofc 
that  are  out  of  the  unity  with  the  brethren,  let  them  be 
fuch  as  are  of  a  found  mind  thcmfelves:  elfe,  what 
will  they  gather  to  ?  Or,  what  will  they  gather  from? 
And  let  them  labour  in  the  fimplicity,  integrity,  love, 
and  zeal  of  the  power  that  firft  gathered  us  to  God. 
For  that  which  is  rightly  gotten  will  endure ;  but  that 
which  is  obtained  by  the  contrivance,  intereft,  and 
perfuafions  of  men,  getteth  no  farther  than  man,  and 
IS  of  the  flefh  j  and  what  is  of  the  flefli,  is  fleffaly, 
and  (hall  never  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God. 

Therefore  let  none  look  out  of  the  feed  for  help; 
for  all  power  is  in  it,  and  there  the  true  light  and 
judgment  flands  for  ever;  and  that  feed  only  hath 
Grod  ordained  to  bruife  the  ferpcnt's  head.  They  that 
would  fave  it,  and  thofe  that  would  bruife  it  by  any 
other  thing,  are  breakers  of  God's  great  ordinance, 
and  fly  to  E^ypt  for  ftrength.  For  it  is  Davids  the 
ftripling,  thatlhall  be  too  hard  for  Goliah  the  giant; 
and  that  not  by  "  Saul's  armour,"  but  with  "  God's 
«'  living  little  ftone,  cut  out  of  the  mountain  without 
**  hands;"  without  man's  invention  and  contrivance. 
Qh,  this  hath  wrought  all  our  mighty  works  in  us, 
and  for  us,  to  this  day !  Wherefore  let  us  be  ft  ill,  and 
truft  and  confide  therein  for  ever.  Let  none  look 
back,  faint,  or  confult;  for  if  they  do,  they  will 
darken  their  pure  eye,  and  lofe  their  way,  and  into 
the  eternal  reft  of  the  flocks  of  the  companions  will 
never  come. 

Brethren;  the  judgment  given  forth  againft  this 
fpirit,  and  all  thofe  th^t  have  refifted  ouf  love  and  for- 
bearance that  are  joined  to  it,  muft  Jiand\  and  all 
that  are  out  of  oi^r  unity  with  the  judgment,  ape 
judged  by  it :  therefore  as  all  would  ftand  before  the 
Lord,  and  his  people,  let  not  this  fpirit  be  reafoned 
withal  I  enter  not  into  propofaJs  and  articles  with  it, 

but 
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but  feed  it  with  judgment,  that  is  God's  decree :  fo  , 
may  the  fouls  that  are  deceived,  come  by  the  right 
door  into  the  heavenly  unity. 

My  brethren,  look  forwards,  and  life  up  your  eyes, 
for  the  fields  are  even  white  unto  harvcft,  up  and  down 
the  nations.  Remember  the  great  name  of  the  Lord, 
and  behold  the  great  work  that  he  is  doSng  before  all 
people ;  whofe  faving  health  is  vifiting  the  world,  and 
whofe  eternal  word  and  teftament  muft  from  among 
xis  go  forth  to  gather  the  nations.  "  Let  that  that 
*^  will  be  unjuft,  be  unjuft  ftill ;  let  the  dead  bury 
"  the  dead:"  let  us  all,  who  have  received  the  gift 
from  God,  wait  in  deep  humility,  to  be  raifed  up  and 
impowered  by  him  more  and  more,  to  eye  and  profccute 
his  univerfal  fervice  in  the  world,  to  whofe  appearance 
the  kings  and  kingdoms  of  the  Gentiles  (hall  bring 
their  glory  :  which  noble  work  had  thofe  that  are  gone 
into  the  fcparation  but  laid  deeply  to  heart,  they 
would  never  have  fat  at  home  murmuring,  fretting, 
and  quarrelling  againft  the  comely  and  godly  order 
and  praftice  of  their  brethren :  but  love,  peace,  and 
joy  had  filled  their  hearts,  and  not  the  "  troubler  and 
*^  accufer  of  the  brethren  5"  who  hath  opened  an  evil 
eye  in  them,  and  begotten  them  into  a  difcontented 
fclf-feparating  mind;  and  this  image  they  bear,  and 
the  pure  eye  fees  it. 

O  let  none  tempt  the  Lord !  let  none  provoke  the 
eyes  of  his  jealoufy :  let  us  all  dwell  in  that  divine 
fenfe  that  he  hath  begotten  in  us ;  where  our  love,  as 
a  frefti  and  pure  ftream,  will  always  flow  to  God  and 
1:0  one  another.  Here  *'  all  his  ways  are  ploafantnefs, 
*'  and  all  his  paths  are  peace;'*  for  where  he  keepeth 
the  houfe,  who  is  Prince  of  peace,  he  will  keep  all 
in  his  heavenly  peace.  We  are  but  as  one  family,  and 
therefore  we  have  but  one  Lord  and  Matter.  We  are* 
but  as  one  flocks  and  we  have  but  one  heavenly 
fliepherd  to  hear,  who  goeth  before  us,  and  giveth  us 
eternal  life  to  follow  him.  If  any  are  offended  in 
kimp  OF  in  bis,  it  is  their  own  fault :  if  they  faint  and 
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m>w  weary;  we  arc  truly  forry :  if,  through  unwatchi 
nilnefs,  the  enemy  hath  entered,  and  begotten  cold- 
nefs  to  the  brethren,  and  careleflnefs  of  embracing 
the  opportunities  by  which  the  unity  is  renewed  and 
increafed ;  fo  that  what  is  done  by  the  brethren  with- 
out them,  is  looked  upon  firft  with  z  flight  eye,  and 
then  with  an  evil  eye,  which  begets  diftance^  and  this 
diftance,  in  time,  a  feparation ;  and  feparation  conti- 
nued bringeth  forth  enmity,  and  this  enmity  death  it- 
felfi  we  are  in  our  fpirits  truly  grieved  for  them. 
However,  the  judgment  of  God  muft  ftand  againft 
them,  and  that  fpirit  that  leadeth  them,  in  which  they 
gather  not  to  Grod,  but  to  themfelves:  and  wo  to 
them  that  ftrengthen  their  hands,  and  defpife  coun- 
fel ;  they  will  have  much  to  anfwer  for  before  the 
Lord*  I  feel  a  flighting,  fcornful,  laughing  fpirit 
often  flying  at  me  with  its  venomous  fting  j  but  the 
feed  of  life  is  over  it,  and  the  Lord  God  will  de- 
ftroy  it. 

Wherefore,  friends,  in  all  places  where  this  fpirit 
hath  had  entrance,  keep  found  judgment  upon  it,  if 
you  will  keep  your  garments  clean :  and  enter  not  into 
difputesand  contefl:s  with  itj  it  is  that  it  feeketh  and 
loveth :  but  go  on  in  your  teftimony  and  bufinefs  for 
the  Lord,  in  the  Lord's  peaceable  power  and  fpirit, 
and  his  blefling  and  prefence  of  life  Ihall  be  with  youj 
and  in  multiplying  he  fliall  multiply  you  ;  for  no  good 
thing  will  he  with- hold  from  you.  We  can  fay  it  of 
a  truth,  "  God  is  good  to  Ifrael,  and  to  all  that  are 
**  of  an  upright  heart."  And  let  us  be  of  good  cheer; 
for  it  is  God's  determination,  that  "  the  houfe  of 
**  David  fliould  grow  ftronger  and  ftronger,"  and 
**  His  branch  fliall  increafe  and  fpread,  and  of  his  go- 
*^  vernment,  kingdom,  and  dominion  there  fliall  be 
**  no  end." 

Your  faithful  frieod  and  brother,  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  our  dear  Lord, 

W,  P, 

God's 
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God's  blefied  work  increafeth  and  prolpereth  in  thefe 
lands ;  magnified  be  his  everlafting  name. 

From  on  board   the  palTage-boat  between  Delfzyl 
and  Embden,  the  i6th  of  the   feventh  months 

•     1677. 

We  arrived  atEmbdcn  about  the  nth  hour:  this  is 
the  city  where  friends  have  been  fo  bitterly  and  bar- 
baroufly  ufed»  the  like  hath  fcarcely  been  known  ia 
any  place  where  truth  hath  broke  forth  in  our  day ; 
they  having  here  been  baniflied  fome  30,  and  fome 
40  times  and  above.  The  firft  family  that  received 
truth  in  this  city,  was  doftor  John  William  Haeftert, 
a  phyfician,  and  his  wife ;  at  whofe  houfe  alfo  the  firft 
meeting  was  fet  up  among  friends  to  wait  upon  the 
Lord,  by  way  of  publick  teflimony.  They  are  now 
both  dead,  but  the  memory  of  their  fidelity  is  as  pre- 
cious ointment  among  the  righteous. 

They  were  with  me  at  a  meeting  fix  years  ago,  in 
this  cjty  i  and  I  remember  the  power  of  the  Lord  had 
that  operation  upon  them,  that  I  faid  to  B.  F.  and 
T.  R. .  then  with  me,  *  It  will  not  be  long  before  they 
*  will  publickly  own  and  bear  teflimony  in  this  place:* 
and  about  three  months  after,  he  came  forth,  and  (he 
about  a  year  after  him.  And  frorn  their  fidelity  and 
integrity,  notwithflanding  all  the  fore  and  bitter  tem- 
pefl  of  perfecution,  a  fine  meeting  fprang  j  but  at 
this  day  they  are  fcattered,  being  flill  fent  away  as 
faft  as  they  return. 

We  vifited  his  mother's  family,  where  we  found 
three  of  his  fiflers  in  the  love  of  truth ;  his  fourth  fif- 
jter  being  alfo  a  friend,  and  is  wife  of  J.  C.  living  at 
Amflerdam.  We  had  a  little  fweet  comfortable  meet- 
ing with  them.  After  it,  I  returned  to  itly  lodging; 
and  as  I  was  writing  to  doftor  Andrews,  prefident  of 
the  council  of  flate,  (who  is  reported  to  have  been  the 
author  of  this  cruelty  to  our  mends)  a  burden  came 
upon  me ;  my  writing  would  not  ferve  turn ;  I  muft 
go  myfelfa  in  thf^  feaf  and  name  of  thc^  Lord^  to  plead 
^  the 
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the  innocent  and  fufFering  caufe  of  our  friends  with 

hini. 

So  away  we  went  to  his  houfe :  he  was  at  firft  afto- 
niflied  to  fee  what  manner  of  men  we  were ;  but  after 
a  little  time  he  comported  himfelf  with  more  kindnefs 
than  we  expefted  at  his  hand.     I  alked  him,  *  If  he 

<  and  the  lenate  had  not  received  a  letter  in  Latin 
«  from  an  Englifliman  about  two  years  fince,  concern- 

*  ing  their  fevcrity  towards  the  people  called  Quakers?' 
He  told  me  he  had.     I  replied^  '  I  was  the  man,  and 

<  I  was  conftrained  in  confcience  to  vifit  him  on  their 
'  behalf  s  and  I  could  iiot  fee  how  he,  being  a  com- 
«  monwealth's  man,   and  a  Proteftant,  could  perfe- 

*  cute.* 

I  pleaded  the  unnaturalnefs,  the  unchriftianity,  and 
imprudence  of  fuch  proceedings,  and  prcflTed  our  rea- 
(bns  earneftly,  but  tenderly  upon  him.  He  aflaulted 
tis  with  feveral  objeftions  j  but,  blefled  be  the  Loixl, 
they  were  moftly  fiftitious,  and  therefore  cafily  re- 
moved and  anfwered.  He  alfo  promifed  me,  that  if 
I  would  write  to  the  fcnate  a  remonftrance  of  the  cafe 
of  our  friends,  and  exprefs  my  requeft  to  them,  and 
inclofe  it  to  him,  he  would  both  prefent  it,  and  get  it 
to  be  read,  and  make  it  appear  that  he  was  not  fo 
much  our  enemy  as  we  looked  upon  him  to  be.  I 
promifed  to  fend  him  fome  books  containing  a  defence 
6f  our  principles,  which  were  accordingly  put  into  the 
hands  of  Elizabeth  Haefbert,  to  deliver  him  in  my 
name. 

Having  taken  our  leave  of  the  old  woman  and  her 
daughters,  and  a  man-friend  refiding  in  that  city,  and 
left  the  blefling  and  peace  of  our  God  amongft  them, 
we  took  (hip  for  Lier,  where  we  arrived  the  next  morn- 
ing.^ Thence  we  took  waggon  for  Bremen,  where  we 
came  fafe,*  through  the  Lord's  goodnefs,  ^he  next 
day;*  where  we  met  our  friends  and  companions, 
G.  K.  and  B.  F.  who  came  thither  fome  hours  before 
us  from  Amfterdam.    In  this  city  there  is  a  work  of 

f  17.  7.  2.        «  i8.  7.  J. 

the 
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the  Lord  begun,  though  yet  obfcurely :  we  had  a  tra- 
vail upon  our  fpirits,  that  the  blefled  and  precious 
truth  of  our  dear  Lord  and  Mailer  might  find  a  place 
to  reft  its  foot  upon. 

To  that  purpofe  we  wrote  to  two  minifters,**  under 
fome  fufFering  from  their  brethren,  becaufe  of  their 
great  zeal  againft  the  formality  and  deadnefs  of  the, 
fo  called,  reformed  churches.     This  we  fent  by  a  mer- 
chant, whom  we  formerly  met  at  Herwerden.     With 
fome  difficulty  we  got  to  them,  but  the  perfon  chiefly 
ftruck  at  was  ftiy  to  fpeak  with  us:  his  reafon  was 
his :  Mt  was  known  that  we  were  in  town ;  and  it  was 
one  of  the  accufations   againft  him,  that  he  was  a 
fofterer  of  all  the  ftrange  religions  that  came  through 
the  town.     Alfo  he  was  then  aftually  under  procefs  j 
and  that  the  people  that  had  heard  of  the  innocency 
of  his   caufe,    conceived    a  prejudice   againft  our 
name,  though  it  might  be  withoyt  caufe :  therefore 
he  could  not  at  prefent  confer  with  us,  and  faid,  he 
was  forry  for  it  with  all  his  heart;    but  what  we 
fhould  fay  to  his  brother,  fhould  be  the  fame  as  if 
it  had  been  faid  to  him ;  to  whom  he  referred  us/ 
However,  I  took  hold  of  his  arm,  and  faid,  I  have 
his  meffage  to  deliver  to  thee,  that  I  may  dilburdea 
myfelf  before  the  Lord  j  which  was  this :  *  Mind  that 
which  hath  touched  thy  heart ;  let  that  guide  thee  ; 
and  do  not  thou  order  that :  confult  not  with  flefli 
and  blood  how  to  maintain  that  caufe,  which  fleih 
and  blood  in  thy  enemies  pierfecuteth  thee  for.*    He 
anfwered,  *  Rather  than  I  will  betray  that  caufe,  or 
defert  Chrift,  by  God's  ftrength,  they  Ihall  pull  my 
flelh  off  my  bones.*    So  he  left  us  in  his  houfc;  and 
ruly  we  had  a  good  time  with  his  companion,  the 
other  minifter,  about  three  hours,  teftifying  unto  him. 
That  the  day  was  come,  and  coming,  in  which  the 
Lord  would  gather  out  of  all  fefts  (that  ftand  in  the 
pldnefs  of  the  letter)  into  his  own  Holy  Spirit^  life. 


*  19-  ?•  4- 
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and  power;  and  that  in  this  the  unity  of  faith  and 
bond  of  peace  (hould  ftand.  And  therefore  that  he, 
and  all  of  them,  (hould  have  an  eye  to  the  principle 
of  God  in  themfelves  i  that  being  turned  to  it,  they 
might  fpeak/r^i9»  it;  and  that  therein  they  would  glo- 
rify Goa>  and  be  edified.  So  we  parted,  leaving  the 
man  in  a  fenfible  and  favoury  frame.  We  vifited  the 
merchant  twice,  and  had  a  very  good  time  with  him : 
the  man  is  of  a  loving  and  fenfible  fpirit^  and  the 
love  of  God  opened  our  hearts  to  him. 

We  alfo  vifited  doftor  Johan  Sophrony  Cozack,  an 
odd  compofitum  of  a  man.  He  has  had  great  and 
ftrange  openings ;  he  *hath  writ  feveral  (cores  of 
trafts ;  he  is  a  great  enemy  to  the  priefls,  and  in  (b- 
ciety  with  none ;  of  a  merry,  yet  of  a  rough  difpofi- 
tion;  without  any  method  or  decency  in  his  clothes, 
food,  furniture,  and  entertainment.  He  wants  but 
three  of  fourfcore,  yet  of  a  wonderful  vigour  and 
pregnancy. 

We  were  twice  with  him,  and  we  have  reafon  to 
think  he  was  as  loving  to  us  as  to  any  body.  And 
truly  he  did  (hew  at  parting  fome  ferious  and  hearty 
kindnefs :  but  we  could  fafi:en  little  upon  him  as  to 
God's  power,  or  any  inward  fenfe  of  us  or  our  tefti- 
mony :  yet  we  had  little  to  objeft  againft  what  he  faid; 
nay,  fome  things  were  very  extraordinary. 

From  him  we  went  to  doftor  Bellingham,  an  Eng- 
lifli  phyfician,  a  man  of  a  lowly  and  tender  fpirit, 
who  received  us  in  much  love,  lamenting,  when  we 
left  him,  that  he  had  no  more  time  with  us. 

At  the  inn  we  had  frequent  opportunity  to  declare 
the  way  of  truth,  and  we  muft  needs  fay,  we  were 
heard  with  patience  and  fobriety;  particularly  by  a 
do6tor  of  law,  who  lodged  at  the  houfe,  and  an  an- 
cient man  of  Kiel  in  Holftein.  We  left  books  amongft 
them  all,  and  in  the  love  and  fear  of  God  we  took 
our  leave  of  them  on  the  fifth  day  after  dinner,  and 
began  our  journey  towards  Herwerden,  the  court  of 
the  priticcfs,  where  we  arrived  on  the  feventh  day  in 

the 
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the  morning,^  every  way  well,  through  the  mercies  of 
the  Lord.  We  Tent  (o  inform  her  of  our  arrival,  and 
to  know  what  hour  it  would  be  convenient  for  us 
to  vifit  her ;  who  returned  us  this  anfwer,  *  That  be-* 
^  ing  then  employed  in  the  bufinefs  of  her  govern- 
^  ment,  it  would  be  the  fecond  hour  in  the  auemoon 

*  before  (he  could  be  at  leifure.' 

The  time  being  come,  we  went  to  vifit  her,  and 
found  both  her  and  the  countefs  ready  to  receive  us  1 
which  they  did  with  much  love  and  tendernefs.  I 
obferved  them  to  be  much  lower  in  their  fpirits  than 
ever,  and  that  our  former  bleifed  opportunities  had 
had  a  bleifed  effedt  upon  them.  That  afternoon  wais 
employed  in  the  narrative  of  our  travels,  which  they 
heard  with  great  attention  and  refrefhment.  The 
whole  difcourfe  ended  with  a  precious  little  meeting. 
The  houfe  being  clear  of  ftrangers,  they  both  earnell^ 
prefTed  us  to  (up  with  them ;  which  oeing  not  well 
able  to  decline,  we  fubmitted  to. 

At  fupper  the  power  of  the  Lord  came  upon  me, 
and  it  was  a  true  fupper  to  us,  for  the  hidden  manm 
was  manifefted  and  broken  among  us ;  yea,  a  blefled 
meeting  it  proved  to  us :  O  the  reverent  tendernefs 
and  lowly  frame  of  Ipirit  that  appeared  this  evening, 
both  in  the  princefs  and  countefs.  The  Frenchwoman 
we  found  greatly  improved,  both  in  her  love  and  un-* 
derftanding ;  yea,  Ihe  was  very  zealous  and  very  bro« 
ken,  and  was  always  with  \is  on  thefe  occafions.  Af- 
ter fupper  we  returned  to  the  princefs's  chamber, 
where  we  ftayed  till  it  was  about  ten  at  night.  At 
parting  I  defired  the  princefs  would  give  us  Aich  ano-^ 
ther  opportunity  next  day,  being  the  firft  day  of  the 
week,  as  we  had  the  laft  time  we  were  with  her :  fhe 
anfwered  me,  *  With  all  my  heart  j  but  will  ye  not 

*  come  in  the  morning  too  ?'    I  replied,  *  Yes,  wil- 

*  lingly :  what  time  wilt  thou  be  ready  to  receive  us  V 
^eanfwcr?d,  ^Atfeven,* 

*  tt»  7.  7. 
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About  feven  the  next  morning''  we  came;  about 
oght  the  meeting  began^  and  held  till  eleven :  ieve- 
raf  perfbns  of  the  city^  as  well  as  thofe  of  her  own  |i 
fiunily^  being  prefent.  The  Lord's  power  very  mudi  1 1 
aSeded  them,  and  the  countefs  was  twice  much  bro- 
ken while  we  fpoke.  After  the  people  were  gone  out 
of  the  chamber,  it  lay  upon  me  from  the  Lord  to 
^leak  to  thofe  two,  the  princefs  and  the  countefs,  with 
refpeft  to  their  particular  conditions,  occafioned  by 
thcfe  words  from  the  princefs  j  *  I  am  fulfy  convinced  i 
*  but  O  my  fins  are  great  1' 

Whilft  I  was  fpeaking,  the  glorious  power  of  the 
Lord  wonderfully  rofc,  yea,  after  an  awful  manner, 
and  had  a  deep  entrance  upon  their  fpirits ;  efpecially 
the  counter's,  fo  that  {he  was  broken  to  pieces :  God 
hath  raifed,  and  I  hope  fixed,  his  own  teftimony  in 
them. 

We  returned  to  our  inn,  and  after  dinner  we  came 
back  to  the  fecond  meeting  on  that  day,  which  began 
about  the  fecond  hour  in  the  afternoon :  and  truly, 
the  reverent,  blefTed,  fure  word  of  life  was  divided 
aright,  and  a  precious  fenfe  of  truth  was  raifed  in  the 
meeting.  There  came  more  of  the  city  than  in  the 
morning,  and  we  were  much  comforted  in  the  Lx)rd*s 
power  that  was  with  us.  For  the  truth  had  pafTage, 
and  the  hungry  were  fatisfied,  and  the  fimple-hearted 
deeply  affefted. 

This  day  at  both  meetings  was  one  of  the  princefs's 
women,  that  never  was  at  a  meeting  before,  and  (he 
(though  very  fhy  of  us  the  laft  time)  became  tender 
and  loving  to  us  j  fhe  was  truly  reached.  O,  magni- 
fied be  the  name  of  the  Lord,  whofe  prefence  was 
with  us,  and  whofe  arm  flood  by  us !  After  meeting 
the  princefs  prefTed  us  to  flay  and  fup  with  her,  plead- 
ing the  quietnefs  of  the  famUy,  and  that  they  were 
alone.  At  fupper  (as  the  night  before)  it  was  upon 
me  to  commemorate  the  goodnefs  of  the  Lord,  his 
daily  providences,  and  how  precious  he  is,  in  the  co- 

venant 
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v^nant  of  light,  to  the  dear  children  and  followers  of 
the  light.  Great  was  the  reverence  and  tenderncfs 
that  was  upon  the  fpirits  of  both  princefs  and  coun* 
tcfs  at  that  inftant.  After  fupper  we  returned  to  the 
princefs's  chamber,  where  we  fpent  the  reft  of  our 
time,  in  holy  filence,  or  difcourfe,  till  about  the  tenth 
hour,  ind  then  we  repaired  to  our  quarters. 

Next  morning*  about  eight  we  returned  to  the 
court,  where  the  princefs  and  countefs  were  ready  to 
receive  us.  The  morning  was  employed  in  a  very  fe- 
rious  relation,  touching  the  affairs,  pra£tice,  and  fuf- 
ferings  of  our  friends  in  England,  with  which  they 
feemed  greatly  affeded;  when,  about  the  eleventh 
hour,  a  rattling  of  a  coach  interrupted  us.  The  coun- 
tefs immediately  ftepped  out  to  fee  what,  was  the 
matter,  and  returned  with  a  countenance  fomewhat 
uneafy,  telling  us,  that  the  young  princes,  nephews 
to  the  princefs  and  the  graef  of  Donaw,  were  come 
to  vifit  her.  Upon  which  I  told  them  we  fhould  with* 
draw,  and  return  to  our  lodging ;  but  intreated,  that 
forafmuch  as  we  were  to  depart  that  night  with  the 
poft-waggon,  we  might  not  be  difappointed  of  a  fare- 
wel  meeting  with  them  j  and  the  rather,  for  that  I  had 
a  great  burden  upon  my  (pirit:  which  they  readily 
complied  with,  telling  me,  thefe  perfons  would  only 
dine  and  be  gone.  As  we  went  to  the  door,  the 
countefs  ftepped  before  us,  and  opened  it  for  us  5  and 
as  I  paffcd  by,  ftie  looked  upon  me  with  a  weighty 
countenance,  and  fetched  a  deep  figh,  crying  out,  *  O 
*  the  cumber  and  entanglements,  of  this  vain  world  1 
<  They  hinder  all  good/  Upon  which  I  replied,  look- 
ing her  ftedfaftly  in  the  face,  'O  come  thou  out.  of 
«  them  then !' 

After  we  had  dined  at  our  lodging,  fomething  be- 
ing upon  me  to  write  to  the  proieffors  of  religion  in 
that  country,  I  went  up  to  my  chamber,  that  I  might 
be  the  more  retired.  Juft  as  I  was  about  the  conclu- 
fion  of  the  paper,  came  the  fteward  of  the  houfc  from 
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the  princcfsy  with  this  meflage,  *  That  the  princcfs 
«  intreated  us  to  come  to  her,  for  the  graef  of  Do- 
«  naw  had  a  great  dcfire  to  fee  us,  and  to  fpeak  with 
«  us.'  This  brought  a  frcfh  weight  and  cxercife  upon 
us  i  but  committing  all  to  the  Lord,  and  calling  our 
care  upon  him,  we  went. 

Being  arrived,  the  ^raef  approached  us  in  French : 
at  firft  he  took  no  notice  of  our  inceremonious  beha- 
viour, but  proceeded  to  enquire  of  us  our  fucccfs 
in  our  journey,  and  what  we  found  anfwering  our 
journey  and  inclinations.  Then  we  fell  to  points  of 
religion,  and  the  nature  and  end  of  true  Chriftianitf, 
and  what  was  the  way  that  leadeth  to  the  eternal  reft. 
After  fome  fhort  debate  about  complete  fan6bification 
in  this  life,  we  both  agreed,  that  felf- denial,  mortifi- 
cation, and  viftory,  was  the  duty,  and  therefore  ought 
to  be  the  endeavour,  of  every  fincere  Chriftian. 

From  this  I  fell  to  give  him  fome  account  of  my 
retreat  from  the  world,  and  the  inducements  I  had 
thereto,  and  the  neceflity  of  an  inward  work;  with 
which  he  feemed  much  pleafed.  After  this  he  fell  to 
the  hat,  &c.  This  choketh,  and  the  rather,  becaufe 
it  telleth  tales :  it  telleth  what  people  are ;  it  marketh 
men  for  feparatifts  -,  it  is  blowing  a  trumpet,  vifibljr 
crofling  the  world  j  and  that  the  fear  of  man  (greatly 
prevalent  with  too  many  ferious  people  in  that  land) 
cannot  abide,  ftarteth  at,  and  runneth  away  from. 
Howbeit,  the  Lord  enabled  me  to  open  the  thing  to 
him  5  as  that  it  was  no  plant  of  God^s  planting,  but 
a  weed  of  degeneracy  and  apoftacyj  a  carnal  and 
earthly  honour;  the  efFeft,  feeder,  and  pleafer  of 
pride,  and  of  a  vain  mind,  and  that  no  advantage  re- 
dounded to  mankind  by  itj  apd  how  could  they, 
that  ought  to  do  all  to  the  glory  of  God,  ufe  that 
vain  and  unprofitable  cuftom,  which  cannot  be  done 
to  the  glory  of  God  ?  I  intreated  hhn  ferioufly  to 
confider  with  himfelf  the  rife  and  end  of  it  j  whence 
it  came,  what  it  pleafed,  and  what  that  was  that  was 
angry  it  had  it  not. 

I  alfo 
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I  alfo  told  him  of  the  finccre  and  ferviceable  refpcdt 
which  truth  fubftituteth  in  place  thereof:  and  I  ex- 
horted him  to  fimplicity  and  poverty  of  fpiritj  to  be 
like  that  Jefus  he  profefled  to  be  his  Saviour^  whole 
outfide^  as  well  as  doctrine^  pleafed  not  the  Jews ;  and 
fo  we  parted.  He  took  his  leave  of  the  princefs,  and 
then  of  us  with  great  civility. 

•  After  he  was  gone,  the  princefs  defired  us  to  with- 
draw to  her  bed-chamber,  and  there  we  began  our 
iarewell  meeting.  The  thing  lay  weighty  upon  me, 
and  that  in  the  deep  dread  of  the  I^ord ;  and,  eternally 
magnified  be  the  name  of  the  Lord  that  overfhadowcd 
us  with  his  glory,  his  heavenly,  breaking,  difTolving 
power  richly  flowed  amongft  us,  and  his  miniftring 
angel  of  life  was  in  the  midft  of  us.  Let  my  foul 
never  forget  the  divine  fenfe  that  overwhelmed  all. 
At  that  bleffed  farewell  I  took  of  them,  much  opened 
in  me  of  the  hour  of  Chrift's  temptation,  his  watch- 
fulnefs,  perfeverance  and  viftory :  alfo  about  the  tetl 
trirgins,  what  the  itrue  virgin  was,  the  true  oil  and 
lamp  5  and  what  the  bridegroom,  his  door,  chamber, 
and  fupper:  and  in  the  conclufion  of  that  torrent  of 
heavenly,  melting  love  with  which  we  were  all  deeply 
aSe£bed,  I  fell  on  my  knees,  recommending  them 
UHto  the  Lord,  crying  with  ftrong  cries  to  him  for 
their  prefervation,  and  befeeching  the  Lord's  prefencc. 
with  us,  and  fo  ended. 

After  fpme  paufe,  I  went  to  the  princefs,  and  took 
her  by  the  hand,  which  fhe  received  and  embraced 
with  great  figns  of  a  weighty  kindncfs,  being  much 
broken :  I  fpoke  a  few  words  apart  to  her,  and  left  the 
bleffing  and  peace  of  Jefus  with  and  upon  her.  Then 
I  went  to  the  countefs,  and  left  a  particular  exhorta* 
tioh  with  her,  who  fervently  befeeched  me  to  remem^ 
ber  her,  and  implore  the  Lord  on  her  behalf.  From 
her  I  went  to  th^  Frenchwoman,  and  bid  her  be  faith- 
ful and  conftant  to  that  which  flie  knew :  fhe  was  ex- 
ceedingly broken,  and  took  an  afFedionate  and  reve- 
rent leave  of  u$. 

Vol.  UI.  H  h  Theft 
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Then  I  fpoke  to  the  reft,  and  took  leave  feverally 
of  them  i  my  companions  did  all  the  like.  They  fol- 
lowed us  to  the  outward  room,  and  there  it  was  upon 
itie  to  ftep  to  the  countefs,  and  once  more  to  fpeak  to 
her,  and  take  my  leave  of  her,  which  (he  received  and 
returned  with  great  fenfe,  humility  and  love.  So 
turning  to  them  all,  my  heart  and  eye  to  the  Lord,  I 
prayed  that  the  fear,  prefence,  love  and  life  of  God, 
with  all  heavenly  bleflings,  might  defcend  and  reft 
with  and  upon  them,  then,  and  for  ever. 

Home  we  went  to  our  lodging,  cleared  the  houfe, 
exhorted  the  family,  left  books,  and  then  took  waggon 
for  Wefel,  about  200  Englifti  miles  from  Herwerden. 
We  rode  three  nights  and  days  without  lying  down 
on  a  bed,  or  fleeping,  otherwife  than  in  the  waggon, 
which  was  only  covered  with  an  old  ragged  fhect." 
The  company  we  had  with  us,  made  twelve  in  num- 
ber, which  much  ftreightened  us :  they  were  often,  it 
not  always,  vain ;  yea,  in  their  religious  fongs^  which 
is  the  fafhion  of  that  country,  elpecially  by  night; 
they  call  them  Luther's  fongs,  and  fometimes  pfalms. 
We  were  forced  often  to  reprove  and  teftify  againft 
their  hypocrify,  to  be  full  of  all  vain,  and  often  pro- 
fane talk  one  hour,  and  fin^  pfalms  to  God  the  next; 
we  fliewed  them  the  deceit  and  abomination  of  it. 
We  paffed  through  feveral  great  towns  by  the  way, 
as  Lipftad,  Ham,  &c.  Many  difcourfes  we  had  01 
truth,  and  the  religion  and  worftiip  that  was  truly 
Chriftian,  and  all  was  very  well ;  they  bore  what  wc 
faid.  But  one  thing  was  remarkable,  that  may  not 
be  omitted :  I  had  not  been  fix  hours  in  the  waggon, 
before  an  heavy  weight  and  unufual  oppreflion  fell  up- 
on me  J  yea,  it  weighed  me  almoft  to  the  grave,  that 
I  could  almoft  fay,  *  My  foul  was  fad  even  unto  death.' 
I  knew  not  at  prefent  the  ground  of  this  exercife ;  it 
remained  about  twenty-four  hours  upon  me.  Then  it 
opened  in  me,  that  it  was  a  travail  for  the  feed  of 
God,  that  it  might  arife  over  all  in  them  I  left  behind, 

"  *$•  7*  3*    «6«  7*  4- 
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and  that  nothing  might  be  loft  but  the  Ton  of  perdi^ 
tion.  O  the  ftrong  cries^  and  deep  agonies^  many 
tears  and  fincere  bowings  and  humblings  of  foul  be- 
fore the  Lord,  that  his  holy  fenfe,  which  was  raifed 
in  them,  might  be  preferved  alive  in  them,  and  they 
for  ever  in  it  1  That  they  might  grow  and  fpread  as 
heavenly  plants  of  rightcoufnefs,  to  the  glory  of  the 
name  of  the  Lord. 

The  narrative  from  the  27th  of  the  7th  month  in- 
clufive,  to  the  loth  of  the  8th  month  exclufivCt 
is  inferted  in  the  following  letter  to  the  countefs 
of  Homes. 

For  Anna  Maria  de  Hornes,  ftiled  Countefs  of 
Hornesj  at  Herwerden  in  Germany. 

My  dear  friendj 

OThat  thou  mayeft  for  ever  dwell  in  the  fweet 
and  tender  fenfe  of  that  divine  love  and  life 
which  hath  vifited  thy  foul,  affected  and  overcome  thy 
heart!  O  tell  me,  hath  it  not  fometimes  raifed  thy 
ipirit,  above  the  world,  and  filled  thee  with  fervent 
and  pafHonate  defires,  yea,  holy  refolutions,  to  follow 
Jefus  thy  blefTed  Saviour,  who  hath  given  his  moft 
precious  blood  for  thee,  tliat  thou  ihouldeft  not  Jive  to 
thyfelf,  but  to  him  that  hath  fo  dearly  purchafed  th^e? 

O  the  retired,  humble,  reverent  frame  that  I  have 
beheld  thee  in,  when  this  blefTed  life  hath  drawn  thee 
into  itfelf,  and  adorned  and  feafoned  thee  with  its  own 
heavenly  virtues  beautifying  thy  very  countenance 
beyond  all  the  vain  and  foolifh  ornaments  of  the 
wanton  daughters  of  Sodom  and  Egypt ;  for  therein 
arc  charms  not  known  to  the  children  of  this  world. 

O  that  this  holy  and  chafte  life  may  be  always  pre- 
cious with  thee !  And  that  thou  mayeft  be  for  ever 
chaftely  kept  in  the  love  and  fellowfnip  of  it!  That 
out  of  this  world's  nature,  fpirit,  and  practice,  thou 
mayeft  be  redeemed^  by  him  who  is  the  way,  thf 
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truths  and  the  life ;  who,  as  thou  watcheft  with  holy 
vigilance,  will  not  only  daily  manifeft  the  devices  of 
the  enemy  to  thee,  but  fave  thee  from  him.  For 
Chrift's  work  in  thee  is  thy  fanfftificatibn,  as  it  is  m 
him  his  Father's  will,  as  Paul  faid  of  old  to  the  t)e- 
lievers,  "  This  is  the  will  of  God,  even  your  fanffii- 
*^  fication." 

My  dearly  beloved  friend,  be  ftedfaft,  immoveable 
without  wavering ;  and  work  out  thy  great  falvation 
with  fear  and  trembling ;  and  lofe  not  that  fweet  and 
precious  fenfe  that  the  Lord  hath  begotten  in  thee: 
It  is  foon  loft,  at  leaft  weakened,  but  hard  to  recover. 
Wherefore  let  not  the  fpirit  of  the  world,  in  any  of 
its  appearances,  vain  company,  unneceflary  difcourfe, 
or  words,  or  worldly  affairs,  prevail  upon  the  civility 
of  thy  nature ;  for  they  will  opprefs  the  innocent  life, 
and  bring  grievous  weights  and  burdens  upon  thy  foul, 
and  prolong  the  coming  of  the  Lord,  whom  thou 
lookeft  for,  and  put  the  day  of  thy  redemption  afar 
off*.  O  beware  of  this  compliance !  Let  me  put  thee 
in  mind  of  that  fenfible  refolution  fo  frequently  and 
fo  paflionately  repeated  by  thee ;  ^  Ilfaut  queje  rompe, 
*  //  faut  que  je  rompe.*  Ah !  this  fpeaketh  a  weight, 
this  weight  a  fenfe,  and  this  fenfe  a  ftfong  conviftion. 
Now  be  aflured,  that  till  obedience  be  yielded  to  that 
prefent  manifeftation  and  convidtion,  the  good  things 
deCred  and  thirfted  after  can  never  be  enjoyed. 

Wherefore,  my  dear  friend,  be  faithful,  and  watch 
againft  the  workings  of  the  fpirit  of  this  world  in  thy- 
felf ;  that  the  nature  and  image  of  it  in  all  things 
may  be  crucified,  that  thou  mayeft  know  an  entire 
tranflation,  with  holy  Enoch,  and  walk  with  God. 
J^fus,  the  holy  light,  is  this  crofs  and  power  of  God, 
that  killeth  and  maketh  alive;  and  -he  is  the  heavenly 
Vine  too :  if  thou  abideft  in  him,  thou  wilt  bring 
forth  fruit ;  but  if  thou  abideft  not  in  him,  thou  wilt 
not  bring  forth  that  fruit,  in  which  his  heavenly  Father 
only  can  be  glorified.  O  fee  what  the  mind  daily 
abideth  in  !  O  my  foul  is  even  ravifhed  with  the  fenfe 
ef  that  holy  and  quiet  habitation  I  ^^  In  me>''  faith  he. 
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**  you  Ihall  hayc  peace^  but  in  the  world  trouble; 
*  however,  be  of  good  cheer,  1  have  overcome  the 
^  world ;  I  am  not  of  the  world  :"  as  if  he  had  faid, 
[  I  am  not  of  the  world's  ways,  worftiips,  cuftoms,  or 
faihions  5  for  whatever  is  of  the  nature  and  fpirit  of 
this  world,  hath  no  part  in  me :  and  as  I  am  not  of 
this- world,  neither  zxtyou  of  this  world;  for  I  have 
chofen  you  out  of  the  world ;  out  of  the  inventions, 
out  of  the  worfhips,  and  faftiions  of  the  world. 
You  are  to  leave  them  all,  to  come  out  of  them  all; 
and  live  and  walk  as  pilgrims  in  the  world ;  that  is, 
ftrangers  :  To  what  ?  To  the  life  and  praftice  of  the 
world;  not  ufing,  but  renouncing,  the  vain  cuftoms 
and  ceremonies,  yea,  the  whole  converfation  of  the 
world,  remembering  that  the  friendfliip  of  this  world 
is  enmity  with  God.  And  what  if  the  world  hate 
you,  it  hated  mefrfti  and  the  difciple  is  not  greater 
than  his  Matter,  nor  the  fervant  than  his  Lord :  if 
you  weie  of  the  world,  the  world  would  love  you, 
and  not  reproach  and  perfecute  you ;  for  the  world 
loveth  ils  own.*  O  my  dear  friend,  that  thou  mayeft 
be  perfectly  fendble  what  it  is,  not  to  be  of  this 
world. 

But  there  is  yet  a  farther  myftery  in  thefe  words, 
not  difcerned  even  of  man/  in  whooi  fome  ten- 
dernefs  and  inquiry  is  begotten,  much  lefs  of  the 
worldly  Chriftians.  This  world  hath  a  falfe  earth, 
and  a  falfe  heaven,  a  falfe  foundation,  and  a  falfe 
joy:  not  only  grofs  wickednefs,  but  iniquity  in  a 
myftery  inwardly  and  outwardly.  The  whore,  falfe 
prophet,  and  dragon,  and  all  their  offspring  are  here 
concerned.  This  is  their  world,  that  muft  be  burnt 
with  fire,  that  Chrift  is  not  of,  nor  his  true  difciples. 
O  the  light  of  Jcfus  difcovereth  it  1  And  he  is  that 
fpiritual  Solomon,  that  giveth  true  judgment,  and 
mat  faveth  the  living  child,  the  true  birth;  giving  it 
to  the  right  mother,  and  not  to  the  falfe  pretender. 
And  all  that  hear  his  voice,  and  follow  him,  fhall  re* 
ceire  true  lights  difcerning  and  judgment^  to  whom 
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all  judgment  is  given :  they  fhall  know  his  voice  from 
man's. 

There  are  two  trees,  of  differing  natures,  that  have 
contrary  fruits  and  leaves.  The  one  is  the  tree  of  lift^ 
which  is  Cbrift ;  the  other,  the  tree  of  deaths  and  that 
is  Satan.  The  fruit  of  the  one  giveth  lifei  the  fruit 
of  the  other  bringeth  death:  the  leaves  of  the  firft 
heal;  the  leaves  of  the  laft  poifon.  Many  that  difccrn 
the  tree,  cannot  clearly  diftinguiih  the  branches ;  and 
thofe  that  fee  many  arms  and  branches,  cannot  dif* 
tinftly  behold  the  leaves,  much  lefs  the  fruit.  This 
Cometh  by  the  gradual  difcoveries  and  revelations  of 
the  light  of  Jefus,  the  word  of  God,  as  it  is  daily  re- 
ceived, and  daily  obeyed.  ^  Yea,  and  that  word  is  the 
axe  and  fword  of  the  Almighty,  to  cut  it  down ;  daily 
feel  the  flrokes  of  this  eternal  fearching  light  and 
word  at  the  very  root  of  this  corrupt  tree,  this  evil 
one,  and  his  corrupt  nature,  works  and  efFefb.  For 
which  end  Jefus  Chrift  is  come,  and  therefore  is  called 
a  Saviour,  which  is  little  known  in  truth  to  the  Chrif- 
tians  of  this  world. 

Ah !  my  dear  friend,  thou  knoweft  this  word,  yea, 
thou  haft  felt  it :  O  hide  it  in  thy  heart !  Treafure  it 
up  in  thy  foul,  and  love  it,  and  abide  with  it  for  ever. 
Alas  !  Whither  (houldft  thou  go  ?  This  hath  the  words^ 
and  is  the  wordy  of  eternal  life :  daily,  therefore,  watch 
and  wait,  that  thou  mayeft  be  grafted  more  into  it; 
that  thou  mayeft  live  and  grow  by  the  virtue  and  life 
of  it,  and  that  it  nr^ay  grow  in  thy  heart,  as  it  grew 
among  the  firft  Chriflians,  the  holy  followers  of  the 
perfecuted  Jefus.  And  when  it  fcarcheth  thy  wound, 
and  cutteth  away  thy  dead  flefh ;  yea,  when  it  fepa- 
rateth  between  the  foul,  and  the  fpirit  of  this  world, 
and  divideth  between  joints  and  marrow,  when  it  cut- 
teth off  the  right  hand,  and  plucketh  out  the  right 
eye ;  Q  watch  unto  prayer,  and  pray  that  thou  mayeft 
endure  1  O  keep  the  holy  patience  of  this  pure  and 
living  word ;  and  this  very  word  will  keep  thee  in  the 
hour  of  thy  ftiarpeft  trials,  and  foreft  tribulations  1  AH 
virtue  is  in  it!  It  is  a  tried  wordy  zfure  refwe^  the 
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fiaff  and  ftrength  of  the  righteous  in  all  ages.  It  was 
David's  teacher  and  buckler ;  a  light  to  his  feet,  and  a 
lanthom  to  his  paths.  Walk  thou  in  the  light  thereof, 
and  thou  (halt  not  ftumble :  "  In  this  word  is  life  (as 
*^  in  the  root)  and  this  life  is  the  light  of  men." 
They  that  receive  and  love  the  light  of  it,  will  there- 
in receive  divine  life  from  it  to  live  to  God,  This  is 
the  bread  of  Gody  that  cometh  from  God,  and  feedeth, 
and  leadeth  up  to  God :  by  this  only,  that  which  is 
born  of  God  liveth,  and  is  nourifhed :  this  is  that 
carcafe  to  which  the  wife  eagles  gather ;  and  fee  thou 
gathered  to  no  other,  and  feedeft  on  no  other.  This 
is  that  hidden  manna,  that  cometh  from  heaven ;  that 
feedeth  God's  gofpel  Ifrael.  The  world  hath  a  manna, 
but  it  perifhethj  but  this  endureth  for  ever:  for  it  is 
not  of  many  nor  from  man,  but  immortal,  and  from 
God  J  hid  from  the  knowledge  of  all  the  vain  Chrif- 
tians  in  the  world :  fo  that  the  Ifrael  of  God  can  fay 
to  the  children  of  this  world,  and  that  in  truth  and 
righteoufnefs,  *^  We  have  a  bread  you  know  not  of." 
For  this  manna  wait  daily,  that  thou  mayeft  be  ftrength- 
cned  in  thy  wildernefs-travel  to  the  land  of  eternal 
reft. 

Wherefore  "  labour  not  for  the  bread  that  perifh- 
*^  eth;"  that  is,  the  bread  of  man's  inventing  and 
making,  which  cometh  from  below,  and  profiteth  not, 
becaufe  it  giveth  not  life  eternal.  But  labour  thou, 
my  dear  friend,  for  the  bread  that  never  periflieth,  that 
endureth  for  ever,  and  that  giveth  life  eternal  to  all 
that  feed  upon  it.  O  caft  thy  care  upon  this  word; 
love  it,  and  dwell  with  it;  wait  daily  upon  it,  hear  its 
voice  only,  and  follow  it,  for  it  bringeth  the  foul  to 
the  eternal  habitation  of  reft  and  glory.  Yea,  when 
all  flelh  fhall  wither,  and  the  beauty  thereof  fade  away, 
this  wordj  and  they  that  are  grafted  into  it,  "  fhall 
**  abide  for  ever."  O  that  thiSi  may  be  thy  t^boi^ey  and 
it  Ihall  be  thy  diadem,  and  thy  eternal  crowt^  pf  glor^. 

Thefe  are  the  fervent  dcfires,  and  theft  the  daily 
prayers  of  my  foul,  to  the  God  of  my  falvat^on  for 
^hcc  i  not  only  that  nothing  ia  ^cc  may  be.  loft,  be- 
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fides  the  fon  of  perdition;  but  that  thou  mayeft  **  caft 
*'  off  every  weight  and  burden,  and  that  fin  that 
"  doth  (o  eafily  befct  thee  j"  that  gricveth,  bowcth, 
and  opprcffeth  thee ;  under  the  heavy  weight  of  which 
thou  groancft,  and  figheft  that  thy  Redeemer  would 
come  from  Zion  to  deliver  thee.  O  give  not  heed  to 
the  enemy,  the  falfe  accitfer,  that  feeketh  to  devour 
that  which  is  begotten  of  God  in  thee :  neither  look 
upon  thine  own  fins,  burdens,  or  weaknefles  ;  b^t  life 
up  thy  head,  and  look  to  Jesus,  the  author  of  thy 
biefled  vifitation,  and  wholly  hunger  and  thirft  after 
him,  the /pirittial  brazen  ferpent,  that  healeth  and  re- 
lieveth  all  that  in  faith  and  full  affurance  look  to  him. 
Want  of  looking  to  him,  hearing  and  obeying  him, 
and  having  true  faith  in  him,  is  the  caufe  both  of  all 
the  prefumption  and  defpair  that  are  at  this  day.  He 
did  no  mighty  things  of  old  in  thofe  pkcea  where 
they  believed  not. 

O  faint  not;  look  not  back;  remember  the  holy 
ancients,  the  holy  pilgrims  of  faith,  the  royal  genera- 
tion of  heaven!  Hcb.  xi.  Thou  believeft  in  God; 
believe  alfo  in  bim,  for  the  work's  fake  that  he  has  al- 
ready wrought  in  thee;  he  will  minifter  to  thee,  as 
he  was  miniftred  unto  by  his  Father's  angels  in  the 
hour  of  his  abafement  and  great  temptation.  O  watch, 
and  be  faithful,  and  thou  ihalt  be  a  noble  witrlefs  for 
the  Lord. 

Once  more  let  me  expoftulate  with  thee :  wouldll 
thou  overcome  the  enemies  of  thy  foul's  peace,  and 
enjoy  the  delightful  prefence  of  the  Lord  with  thee? 
then  keep  nothing  backi  let  nothing  be  with-bcld 
that  he  calleth  for  j  remember  that  Saul  of  old  loft  lua 
kingdom,  for  keeping  that  alive  which  he  fhould  have 
flain :  thou  knoweft  what  befel  Ananias  and  Sapphira 
outwardly ;  but  be  thou  like  the  poor  widow  of  old, 
that  therefore  gave  more  into  the  treafury  than  all  the 
reft,  becaufe  tbey  referved  the  grealejt  part  to  thm- 
/t!ves\  but  fi}«  gave  aUAfbmi*  O  blcfled  are  rhey 
that  make  no  barons  for  thtmfelves  i  that  have  no 
fcftnr??  (<X  felfi  ncichw  WHftite  ^^  9efc  and  blood  i 
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nor  in  any  ienfe  conform  to  the  Icaft  cerfmony  which 
is  born  of  them ;  but  that  fobmic  their  wills,  in  all 
things,  to  the  Lord's,  that  they  may  be  made  perfeft 
through  fufferings,  as  Chrift  was. 

Read  me  in  the  myftery  of  life :  I  fpcak  not  of  dc- 
ferting,  or  flinging  away  all  outward  fubftancej  but 
that  thy  heart  may  reign  above  all  vifibles,  and  make 
God  its  treafure,  and  never  ftick  in  any  thing  of  this 
lower  world,  or  reft  fhort  of  Christ,  the  eternal  reft 
of  all  the  leed  of  faith. 

Here  beginneth  the  Narratitb. 

THE  Lord  brought  us  well  to  Wcfel  on  the  fifth 
day  after  we  left  Herwcrden,  having  fome  fer- 
vice  Dy  the  way."  At  Wefel  we  had  a  good  time  with 
doftor '  Schuler,  and  Rofeadale,  and  the  woman  we 
mentioned  to  thee  j  but  the  taylor  was  Ihy,  and  fear- 
ful of  coming  to  us  at  the  doftor's. 

The  next  day'  we  went  towards  Duyfburgh :  we  vi- 
fited  the  fchult,  or  chief  governor,  that  night,  whom 
we  found  at  home ;  he  received  us  in  much  ktndnefs. 
His  wife  and  fifter,  we  fear,  have  been  fliaken  in  their 
good  teftimony  fince  we.  were  laft  there ;  fome  fowls 
of  the  air  have  devoured  the  feed  that  was  fown.  O  that 
fweec  and  tender  frame  in  which  we  left  them  the  time 
before !  However,  the  entrance  we  had  upon  the  fpirit 
of  the  fchult,  a  little  confolaied  us.  Hence  wc  fent 
Maria  Martha's  friend  a  letter,  defiring  him  to  let  us 
have  his  anfwer  the  next  night  at  DulTeldorp,  inclofed 
to  Neander,  when  and  where  we  might  fee  him,  either 
at  Diiffeldorp,  Mulheim,  or  Duyfburgh,  and  if  it 
were  poffible,  we  would  gladly  vifit  the  countefs  of 
[  Bruch. 

Ii       We  got  early  Co  Dufleldorp  next  day,'  being  the 

ji  laft  day  of  the  week:  but  Neander  was  gone  to  Mul- 

L  I  _;—    ■_  -_,i„f  jQ  preach  on  the  morrow  i  fo  that  we 
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Next  morning^  we  went  towards  Collen>  and  there 
arrived  that  evening. 

The  next  day'  we  had  a  good  opportunity  with  Van 
Dinando,  and  Docemius,  at  the  houle  of  the  latter ;  and 
that  afternoon  took' boat  back  for  DufTeldorp:  where 
arriving  next  morning/  we  prefently  fent  forNeander; 
who  came  to  us,  and  three  more  in  company.  Wc 
had  a  ble0ed  meeting  with  them,  and  one  of  the  three 
that  came  with  him  our  fouls  were  exceedingly  aflfeded 
with. 

The  meeting  done,  they  went  away,  but  Neander 
returned.  And  firft,  of  our  letter  to  Mulheim :  wc 
found  by  him,  (as  alfo  at  our  return  to  Duyiburgh) 
that  Kuper  was  fo  far  from  endeavouring  our  vifit  to 
the  countefs,  that  he  would  not  meet  us  himfelf,  nei- 
ther at  DufTeldorp,  Mulheim,  or  Duyfburgh :  nay,  it 
did  not  pleafe  him  to  fend  us  an  anfwer,  much  lefs  any 
the  leaft  falutation.  I  confefs  it  grieved  us  now  for 
Neander  i  the  young  man  hath  a  zeal  for  God,  and 
there  is  a  vifitation  upon  him  j  my  foul  defireth  that 
it  may  not  be  inefFeftual :  but  I  have  a  great  fear  upon 
me.  For  this  I  know  certainly,  from  the  Lord  God 
that  liveth  for  ever,  and  1  have  a  cloud  of  witneffes 
16  my  brethren,  that  retirement  and  Jilence  before  God 
is  the  alone  way  for  him  to  feel  the  heavenly  gift  to 
arife,  and  come  forth  pure  and  unmixed.  This  only 
can  aright  preach  for  God,  pray  to  God,  and  beget 
people  to  God,  and  nothing  elfe.  But,  alas  !  his  of- 
fice in  that  family  is  quite  another  thing;  namely,  to 
perform  fet  duties,  at  fixed  times :  pray,  preach,  and 
fing,  and  that  in  the  way  of  the  world's  appointment. 
His  very  office  is  Babylonifh,  namely,  a  chaplam ;  for 
it  is  a  Popifti  invention. 

In  the  good  old  times,  godly  Abraham,  that  was  a 
prince,  and  Jolhua  a  great  general,  and  David  a  king, 
with  many  more,  inftrufted  their  families  in  the  know- 
ledge and  fear  of  God  :  but  now  peopl?  are  too  idlcj^ 
or  too  great,  to  pray  for  ihemjelves^  ancj  fo  they  wor- 
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(hip  God  by  proxy.  How  can  a  minifter  of  the  gofpel 
be  at  the  beck  of  any  mortal  livings  or  give  his  foul 
and  confcience  to  the  time  and  appointment  of  ano-* 
ther  ?  The  thing  in  itfelf  is  utterly  wrong,  and  againft: 
the  very  nature  and  worfhip  of  the  new  and  everlaft- 
ing  covenant.  You  had  better  meet  to  read  the  fcrip- 
tures,  the  book  of  martyrs,  &c.  if  you  cannot  (it  and 
wait  m/tlence  upon  the  Lord,  till  his  angel  move  upon 
your  hearts^  than  to  uphold  fuch  a  formal,  limited  and 
ceremonious  worfliip.  This  is  not  the  way  out  of 
Babylon.  And  I  have  a  deep  fenfe  upon  my  Ibul,  that 
if  the  yonng  man  ftrive  beyond  the  talent  God  hath 
given  him,  to  anfwer  his  office,  and  fill  up  his  place, 
and  wait  not  for  the  pure  and  living  word  of  God  in 
his  heart,  to  open  his  mouth,  but  either  (ludieth  for 
his  fermons,  or  fpeaketh  his  own  words,  he  will  be 
utterly  ruined. 

*  Wherefore,  O  dear  friend,  have  a  care  thou  art 

*  no  fnare  to  him,  nor  he  to  thee !  Man's  works  fmo-» 

*  ther  and  ftifle  the  true  life  of  Chrift :  what  have  you 
«  now  to  do  but  to  look  to  Jefus,  the  author  of  the 

*  holy  defires  that  are  in  you,  who  himfelf  hath  vi- 

*  fited  you.  Tempt  not  the  Lord,  provoke  not  God* 
^  What  fhould  any  man  preach  fromy  but  Chrift?  And 
^  what  fliould  he  preach  people  to^  but  Chrift  in  them^ 
^  the  hope  of  glory  ?  Confider,  nothing  feedeth  that 

<  which  is  born  of  God,'  but  that  which  cometh  down 

*  from  God ;  even  the  bread  of  God,  which  is  the  Son 

*  of  Gody  who  giveth  his  life  for  the  world.     Feel  it, 

*  and  feed  on  it :  let  none  mock  God,  or  grieve  his 
^  eternal  Spirit,  that  is  come  to  feal  them  up  from  the 
^  mouth  01  man  that  hath  deceived  them  j  that  Jefus, 
«  the  anointing,  may  teach  them,  and  abide  with  them 
^  for  ever. 

«  Be  ftedf^ft  and  immoveable;  and  this  will  draw 
^  the  young  man  nearer  to  the  Lord,  and  empty  him 

<  of  himfelf,  and  purge  away  mixtures,  and  then  you 
^  will  all  come  to  the  divine  filence.  And  when  all 
f  flefti  is  fiUnt  before  the  Lord,  then  is  it  the  Lor^% 
f  time  to  ^eak  \  and  if  you  will  bear^  your  fouls  jQiall 
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*  Sve.    O  my  foul  is  in  great  pain,  that  you  may  be 

*  all  chaftcly  prcfervcd  in  that  divine  fenfe  begotten 

*  in  your  hearts  by  the  eternal  word  of  God,   that 

*  abideth  for  ever ;  that  nothing  may  ever  be  able  to 

*  extinguilh  it.     But  more  efpecially  that  thou,  my 

*  dear  friend,  mayeft  be  kept  in  faithfulnefs:  for  the 

*  Lord  is  come  very  near  to  thee,  and  thou  muft  begin 

*  the  v^ork,  the  Lord  God  expefteth  at  thy  hand.     If 

*  oneiheep  break  through,  the  reft  will  follow:  where- 

*  fore  watchi  O  watch  that  thou  mayeft  be  ftrengthened 

*  and  confirmed ;  and  ftrengthen  all  that  is  begotten 

*  of  God  in  that  family,  by  thy  weighty,  favoury  and 

*  circumfpeft  life !    O  how  is  my  foul  afFefted  with 

*  thy  prefent  condition !  It  is  the  fervent  fupplication 
^  of  my  heart,  that  thou  mayeft,    through  the  daily 

*  obedience  of  the  crofs  of  Jefus,  conquer  and  fhine 
^  as  a  bright  and  glorious  ftar  in  the  firmament  of 

*  God's  eternal  kingdom.    So  let  it  be,  LOrd  Jefus ! 

*  Amen.* 

We  tenderly,  yet  freely,  fpoke  our  hearts  to  him, 
before  we  parted  j  which  done,  in  God's  love  we  took 
our  leave  of  him  at  DufTeldorp,  and  got  that  night  to 
Duylburgh,  being  the  third  day  of  the  week.  We 
firft  vifited  Dr.  Maftricht,  a  man  of  a  good  natural 
temper,  but  a  rigid  Calvinift.  I  perceived  by  him, 
that  they  held  a  confultation  about  feeing  us  at  Bruch; 
but  they  all  concluded  it  was  bcft  to  decline  meeting 
with  us,  becaufe  of  the  graef,  he  being  ready  to  fling 
our  name,  in  reproach,  upon  them,  in  his  difpleafure; 
and  this  would  confirm  him  in  his  jealoufies  of  them. 
This  might  excufe  the  countefs,  but  by  no  means 
Kuper ;  and  if  I  had  any  fenfe,  Maftricht  was  there 
with  them,  upon  defign  to  fruftrate  the  hopes  we  ha4 
conceived  of  meeting  with  her.  We  from  that  de- 
fcended  to  other  things  of  weight,  and  in  love  and 
peace  parted. 

From  his  houfe  we  returned  to  our  inn  j  and  afler 
fupper  we  vifited  the  fchult,  who  with  much  civility 
and  fome  tendernefs  received  us.  His  fifter  alfo  came 
to  us^  and  we  had  a  good  little  meeting  with  them^ 

axid 
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and  our  God  was  with  us,  and  his  pure  and  tender  life 
appeared  for  our  juftification,  and  pleiaded  our  innocent 
caufe  in  their  confciences:  and  fo  we  parted  with 
them^  leaving  our  Mailer's  peace  among  them. 

The  next  day  *  we  came  to  Wcfel,  being  the  fourth- 
day  J  where  we  underftood  by  Dr.  Schuler,  that  thy 
filler  defired  we  would  be  fo  kind  as  to  fee  her  when 
we  returned :  upon  that  we  went  and  vifited  her  -,  flic 
received  us  very  kindly.  Thy  brother-in-law'5  two 
fifters  were  prefent ;  we  ftayed  with  her  at  leaft  two 
hours.  Many  queftions  flie  put  to  me^  which  I  wag 
glad  to  have  an  opportunity  to  anfwer^  for  it  made 
way  for  a  meeting :  flie  intreated  us  to  come  again  if 
we  ftayed,  and  told  us  our  vifit  was  very  grateful  to 
her:  adding,  that  becaufe  we  pafTed  her  by  the  laft 
time,  flie  concluded  with  herfelf,  ^  we  had  no  hopes 
*  of  her;'  with  more  to  that  effed.  From  thence  wc 
went  to  Dr.  Schuler's,  who  freely  offered  us  his  houfe 
for  a  meeting  next  day :  and,  indeed,  the  man  is  bold, 
after  his  manner. 

The  next  day  ■  about  feven,  I  writ  a  billet  in 
French  to  thy  fitter,  to  inform  her  of  the  meeting  to 
begin  about  eight :  flie  came,  and  her  two  fifters  with 
her;  there  was  Rofendale,  colonel  Copius  and  his  wife, 
and  about  three  or  four  more  j  and  to  our  great  joy 
the  Lord  Almighty  was  with  us,  and  his  holy  power 
reached  their  hearts,  and  the  dodlor  and  Copiu«  ther€« 
.by  confcfled  to  our  teftimony. 

The  meeting  lafted  about  four  hours :  being  ended, 
we  took  our  leave  of  them  in  the  Spirit  of  Jefus,  and 
fo  returned  to  our  inn.  The  taylor  was  all  this  while 
afraid  of  comiag  to  oar  inn,  or  to  the  doftor's  to  the 
meeting:  great  fears  have  overtaken  him,  and  the 
poor  man  liveth  but  in  a  dry  land.  After  dinner  wc 
vifited  Copius  and  Rofendale ;  and  at  Cppius's  we  had 
a  blcfled  broken  meeting ;  he,  his  wife,  Rofendale,  his 
wife,  and  another  woman,  (wife  to  one  Dr.  Willick's 
l?rother)   prefent;   they  were  extremely  afi^cdled  and 

<  ].  >•  !•       «  4.  $.  5. 
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overcome  by  the  power  of  the  Lord :  it  was  like  one 
of  our  Herwerden  meetings ;  indeed  much  tendernefs 
was  upon  all  their  ibirits. 

This  done,  and  having  left  books,  both  there,  and 
With  thy  filler,  we  left  Wefel  with  hearts  full  of  joy 
and  peace :  and  let  me  fay  this,  that  more  kindnefs, 
and  opennefs,  we  have  fcarcely  found  in  all  our  tra- 
vels :  O  that  this  bleiTed  fenfe  may  dwell  with  them. 
A  feed  there  is  in  that  place  God  will  gather  j  yea,  a 
noble  people  he  will  find  out:  and  I  doubt  not  but 
there  will  be  a  good  meeting  of  friends  in  that  city 
before  many  years  go  about ;  my  love  is  great  to  that 
place.  O  how  good  is  our  dear  Lord  to  us,  who 
nelpeth  our  infirmities,  and  carrieth  through  all  oppo- 
fition,  and  feedeth  us  with  his  divine  prefence,  in 
which  is  life !  His  candle  hath  hitherto  refiied  on  our 
tabernacle,  and  he  hath  made  us  glad  in  his  own  fal- 
vation :  eternal  glory  be  to  his  excellent  name. 

Wc  immediately  took  a  poft-carr,  and  came  next 
day/  about  two  in  the  afternoon,  to  Cleve,  where  we 
had  a  very  precious  meeting  at  an  honeft  procurator's 
houfe,  who  received  us  with  much  love:  four  or  five 
more  were  prefent,  all  grave  and  tender:  our  hearts 
were  greatly  afFedted  with  their  love  and  fimplicity. 
We  alfo  vifited  the  lady  Hubner,  who  was  kind  to  us. 

Next  morning*  we  fet  out  for  Nimeguen,  and  thence 
immediately  to  Utrecht,  where  we  arrived  that  night; 
and  took  the  night-boat  for  Amftcrdam,  becaufe  of  a 
preflure  upon  my  fpirit  to  be  next  day  at  the  meet- 
ing ;  and  the  rather,  having  intimated  as  much  from 
Cullen. 

We  arrived  in  the  morning''  at  Amfterdam,  where 
we  found  our  dear  friends  generally  well,  the  city 
much  alarmed,  and  great  curiofity  in  fome,  and  defires 
in  others,  to  come  to  the  meeting.     We  had  a  very 

great  meeting,    and  many  people   of  note   reforted : 
lod's  gofpel-bell  was  rung,    the   great  day  of   the 
Great  God  founded,  and  the  "  dead  was  raifed/*  fo 

^  S'  *•  <•        *  ^*  *•  ?•       '  7-  8.  u 
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as  much  tcnderncfs  appeared  in  fcveral.  O  blefled  be 
the  name  of  the  Lord,  whofe  work  and  teftimony 
profpereth. 

The  next  day  was  fpent  in  divers  affairs  relating  to 
the  truth." 

The  day  following*  we  had  a  meeting  with  Gaknus 
Abrahams  (the  great  father  of  the  Socinian  Menifts 
in  thefe  parts)  accompanied  with  fcveral  preachers 
and  others  of  his  congregation ;  divers  of  our  friends 
were  alfo  prefcnt.  It  continued  about  five  hours :  he 
affirmed,  in  oppofition  to  us,  *  That  there  was  no 
^  Ghriftian  church,  miniftry,  or  commiflion  apoftolical 
*  now  in  the  world ;'  but  the  Lord  aflifted  us,  with 
his  wifdom  and  ftrength,  to  confound  his  attempts. 

Here  cndeth  the  Narrative. 

I  mtend  a  vifit  at  the  Hague  to  the  lady  Overkirk, 
lifter  of  the  Sbmcrdikes,  and  fomc  others  that  have 
fober  charafters  of  truth  and  friends  j  and  thence  to 
Rotterdam,  where  I  have  much  to  do,  both  with  re- 
fpefl:  to  nieetings  and  the  prefs. 

Thus,  my  dear  friend,  have  I  given  thee  a  tediou^i 
narrative,  yet  I  hope  not  altogether  unpleafant.  Per- 
haps the  brevity  of  my  letters  hereafter,  may  beft  apo- 
logize for  the  length  of  this :  however,  I  confider  two 
things ;  one  is,  that  thou  haft  time  enough,  one  time 
or  other,  to  look  over  it;  and  next,  that  I.  have 
plentifully  anfwered  thy  requefts,  and  demonftrated 
<  I  have  not  forgotten  thee/  O  dear'  friend,  let  us 
live  and  remember  one  another  (now  abfent)  in  that 
divine  fenfe  in  which  the  Lord  God  diflblved  our  fpi- 
rits  when  together.  O  the  unity  oi  this  faith ^  the 
furity  of  this  hve^  arid  the  '  bond  of  this  peace  I  The 
Lord  Jefus  be  with  thy  fpirit,  and  keep  thee  in  this 
*^  the  hour  of  thy  temptation,'*  that  thou  mayeft 
come  forth  as  **  gold  feven  times  tried."  So  Ihall 
thy  teftimony  fliine  for  the  God  that  hath  called  thee, 

*  %.  8.  a*       *  9.  %.  3. 
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and  HE  will  reward  thee  with  honour^  glory^  and  eter- 
nal life*    Amen. 

«*  Thus  faith  the  Lord^  I  remember  thee,  the  kind- 
««  nefs  of  thy  youth,  the  love  of  thine  efpoufalsj 
««  when  thou  wenteft  after  me  in  the  wildernefs,  in 
<^  a  land  that  was  not  fown."  Jer«  ii.  2.  Dear  friend 
confider  this. 

Yet  again :  "  The  way  of  the  juft  is  uprightncfs: 
^^  thou,  mod  upright,  doft  weigh  the  paths  of  the 
««  juft  5  yea,  in  the  way  of  thy  judgments,  O  Lord, 
•^  have  we  waited  for  thee,  the  defire  of  our  foul  is  to 
♦*  thy  name,  and  to  the  remembrance  of  thee/' 

*^  With  my  foul  have  I  defired  thee  in  the  night  5 
•*  yea,  with  my  fpirit  within  me  will  1  feek  thee  early  j 
•*  for  when  thy  judgments  are  in  the  earth,  the  inha- 
••  bitants  of  the  world  will  learn  righteoufnefs/' 

^^  Lord,  thou  wilt  ordain  peace  for  uss  for  thou 
^^  alfo  haft  wrought  all  our  works  in  us/' 

*^  O  Lord  our  God,  other  lords  befides  thee  have 
•*  had  dominion  over  us ;  but  by  thee  only  we  make 
•*  mention  of  thy  name/* 

**  Lord,  in  trouble  have  they  vifited  thee;  they 
«*  poured  out  a  prayer  when  thy  chaftening  was  upon 
««  them." 

*«  Like  as  a  woman  with  child,  that  draweth  near 
•^  the  time  of  her  delivery,  is  in  pain,  and  crieth  out 
««  in  her  pangs,  fo  have  we  been  in  thy  fight,  O 
•*  Lord/' 

**  We  have  been  with  child,  we  have  been  in  pain, 
**  we  have  as  it  were  brought  forth  wind,  we  have 
•*  not  wrought  any  deliverance  in  the  earth,  neither 
*^  have  the  inhabitants  of  the  world  fallen/' 

Thy  dead  men  Ihall  live,  together  with  my  dead 
body  (hall  they  arife :  awake  and  fing,  ye  that  dwell 
«*  in  the  duft,  for  thy  dew  is  as  the  dew  of  herbs,  and 
««  the  earth  fhall  caft  out  the  dead/' 

«  Come,  my  people,  enter  thou  into  thy  chambers, 
**  and  fhut  thy  doors  about  thee;  hide  thyfelf  as  it 
"  were  for  a  little  moment,  until  the  indignation  be 
V  overpaft/* 

cc  Yox 
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**  For  behold^  the  Lord  cometh  out  of  his  place, 
*'  to  punifli  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  for  their  ini- 
*'  quities;  the  earth  alfo  (hall  difclofe  her  bloody  and 
**  fliaU  no  more  cover  her  flain,"  Ifa.  xxvi.  7,  8,  to 
21*  So  come^  dear  Lord  Jefus^  that  was  dead,  and  is 
alive,  and  liveth  for  ever.     Amen. 

Very  dearly  farewell. 

Thy  friend,  that  faithfully  travaileth 
for  thy  redemption, 

W.    P  E  N  N. 

Amflerdaxn,  loth  of  the 
8th  month,  1677. 

The  fame  day**  we  had  a  bleffed  publick  meeting, 
never  to  be  forgotten :  O  the  majefty,  glory,  and  life 
that  the  Lord  attended  us  with!  Our  hearts  were 
deeply  afFefted  with  his  prcfence ;  great  reverence  and 
brokennefs  was  over  the  meeting,  more  than  I  had 
feen.  The  meeting  done,  we  were  oppofed  by  a 
preacher,  who  was  clofely  encountered  and  purfued  by 
fcveral  merchants,  &c.  (not  of  us)  that  cried,  *  He 

*  was  rude  and  ignorant,  and,  that  they  had  a  tefti- 

*  mony  for  us  ;*  and  offered  to  difpute  in  our  defence, 
but  the  priefl:  ran  away :  they  followed  him  till  they 
houfed  him  5  what  followed  I  know  not. 

It  was  upon  me  this  day  to  engage  Galenus  Abra- 
hams to  a  fecond  conference,  that  we  might  more  fully 
debate  and  confute  his  grand  objeftions  againft  the 
prefent  *  difpenfation  of  truth,  and  the  heavenly  mi* 

*  niftry  witneffed  aojong  friends/  He  refufed  not  my 
offer  of  a  fecond  meeting,  but  fent  me  word  his  bu- 
finefs  would  not  give  him  leave  to  let  it  be  any  tim« 
this  day.  *"  Upon  which  the  next  morning  was  fixed  for 
the  conference,  to  begin  at  eight,  which  accordingly 
it  did,  and  held  till  one.  The  account  of  both  the 
conferences  is  not  yet  found;  but  with  the  latter. fomc 
of  his  own  frieods  feemed  better  fatisfied,  and  it  ended 

*  10.  I.  4.       «  II.  S.  5* 
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yeiy  comfortably  to  us>  becaiife  to  a  general  fadf- 
fadioii. 

The  meeting  thus  ended,  and  having  rifrefhcd  our* 
felves^  after  a  folemn  leave  tak^n  of  our  dear  friehds 
at  Amfterdam,  G.  F.  and  myfelf  went  that  night  to 
Leyden,  accompanied  by  B.  F.  Coming  thirc  late  at 
night,  we  forbore  to  inquire  after  any  worthy  in  that 
place. 

But  the  next  morning'*  we  found  out  two,  one  a 
German,  of,  or  near,  Darmftad,  who  not  only  expreffed 
much  love  to  the  principle  of  truth,  and  unto  us  the 
friends  thereof,  but  alfo  informed  us  of  a  retired  per- 
fbn,  of  great  quality,  that  liveth  about  two  hours  back 
again  towards  Amfterdam,  at  a  village  called  Won- 
dcrwick;  Our  refolutions  of  being  that  night  at  Rot- 
tcrdam^  and  having  the  Hague  to  vifit  by  the  way^ 
made  our  return  at  that  time  impradicable.  Hov^eVer, 
the  relation  of  the  German  concerning  the  good  indi- 
Aatiods  of  the  great  man  and  his  wife>  their  diMain  of 
the  i^orld,  and  voluntary  rctriat  from  the  greatnefi 
and  gloi-y  of  it,  refted  ftrongly  upon  our  fpitits.    This 

E^ribn  pTtkniiy  conduced  us  to  the  h'oufe  of  one  tvho 
ad  formerly  been  a  profeffor  in  tht  univieirfityi  and 
there  left  us. 

To  this  pterfon  both  G.  F,  and  myfelf  werfe  molt 
than  ordinarily  open :  he  was  of  a  fweet,  yet  l[|Uick| 
of  a  wife>  yet  very  loving  and  tender  fpirit  t  there 
wfere  few  ftrangers  we  felt  greater  love  to.  He  afleiited 
to  every  thing  We  faid:  and  truly  his  imderit^ding 
was  very  clear  and  open  to  the  things  that  liy  upon  ui 
to  declare  i  and  he  expreffed  his  firm  beifef  of  grtzt 
revblutions  at  hand,  and  that  they  (houM  rirtninate  1ft 
the  fetting  up  of  the  *  glorious  kingdom  ^f  Chris* 
*  in  the  world.' 

What  Ihall  I  fay?  The  man  felt  oOr  foirits,  ^ 
therefore  loved  us^  and  in  the'frcih  fenfe  of  that  l^vcv 
writ  a  letter  by  us  to  a  retired  perfon  at  the  Hague, 
like  himfelf :  which  in  feveral  places  ^  Gdti^ttanf  wai 

*  12.  8.  «. 
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the  way  whereby  we  fourKi  put  moft  of  the  retired 
people  we  vifited.  After  near  two  hours  time  with 
him,  we  took  waggon  for  the  Hague,  leaving  the 
peace  of  God  upon  him. 

The  firft  thing  we  did  there,  was  to  inquire  out  the 
lady  Overkirk,  a  perfon  of  a  retired  and  religious 
charafter,  fcparatcd  from  the  publick  worfliip  of  that 
country :  fhe  was  at  home ;  but  her  hufband's  being 
with  her,  a  great  man  of  the  army,  of  another  difpo- 
tion  and  way  of  living,  hindered  our  accefs  at  that 
time. 

The  next  perfon  we  went  to,  was  a  judge  of  the 
chief  court  of  juftice  in  that  republipk :  he  received 
us  with  great  refpeft,  and  a  more  than  ordinary  defire 
to  know  the  *  truth  of  our  faith  and  principles.*  We 
declared  of  the  things  moft  furely  believed  amongft 
us,  in  the  power  and  love  of  God.  He  made  his 
obfervations,  obje£Hons,  and  queries  upon  ieveral 
things  we  fpake ;  to  whom  we  replied,  and  explained 
all  oiatters  in  queftion  ;  infomuch  as  he  declared  him- 
{cl£  fatisfied  in  our  confefllons,  and  his  ^  good  belief 
^  of  us  and  our  principles."  We  took  a  folemn  and 
ienfible  leave  of  him,  and  we  felt  the  witnefs  of  God 
reached  in  him,  and  his  fpirit  tendered,  which  filled 
our  hearts  with  dear  love  to  him :  he  brought  us  to 
his  (treet*door,  and  there  we  parted. 

From  him  we  went  to  vifit  that  perfort  for  whom 
we  had  a  letter  from  the  do&or  at  Leyden,  but  he  was 
jBioc  at  home.  We  immediately  took  waggon  for  Delft, 
4nd  from  thence  an  exprefs-boat  for  Rotterdam,  where 
we  arrived  well  about  eight  at  night. 
..  The  nc^t  day*"  was  moftly  fpcnt  in  vifiting  of 
friends,  and  the  friendly  people  in  that  place,  whicH 
confifted  of  fevcral  perfons  of  worldly  note. 

The  next  day,'  being  the  firft  day  of  the  week, 
we  had  a  large  and  bleffed  meeting,  wherein  the  deep 
«  Myfteries  of  the  kingdom  of  Christ  and  Antkbrift% 
*  were  declared  in  the  poiver  of  an  cndlcfs  life*    Sc- 
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veral  of  divers  religions  were  there,  but  no  difturb- 
ance  or  contradidion ;  but  a  profound  filence  and  re- 
verent attention  were  over  the  meeting.* 

That  night  I  had  a  blefled  meeting  at  my  lodging, 
with  thofe  perlbns  of  note,  that  at  fome  times  vifitcd 
our  publick  meetings,  as  that  day,  and  have  a  con- 
vincement  upon  them :  the  Lord's  love,  truth  and 
life,  precioufly  reached  towards  them,  and  they  were 
very  iweetly  affe&ed. 

Next  day^  I  beftowed  in  perfefting  and  correding 
icveral  publick  letters,  which  I  was  moved  to  write, 
both  in  my  firft  and  fecond  journey  in  Germany,  and 
after  my  return  to  thefe  Low-Countries.  The  titles 
whereof  follow.* 

I.  A  Summons,  or  Call  to  Chriftendom ;  in  an 
Earned  Expoftulation  with  her,  to  prepare  for 
the  Great  and  Notable  Day  of  the  Lord  that  is 
at  the  Door. 

IL  To  all  thofe  who  are  fenfible  of  the  Day  of  their 
Vifiution,  and  who  have  received  the  Call  of  the 
Lord,  by  the  Light  and  Spirit  of  his  Son  in  their 
Hearts,  to  partake  of  the  Great  Salvation,  where- 
ever  fcattcred  throughout  the  World ;  but  more 
efpecially  in  the  High  and  Low-Dutch  Nations ; 
Faith,  Hope,  and  Charity,  which  overcome  the 
World,  be  multiplied  among  you. 

III.  To  all  thofe  Profeflbrs  of  Chriftianity,  that  are 
externally  feparated  from  the  vilible  Sc&s  and 
Fellowlhips  in  the  Chriftian  World,  (fb  called) 
wherever  Hidden  or  Scattered :  True  Knowledge, 
which  is  Life  Eternal,  from  God  the  Father, 
through  Chrift  Jefus,  be  increafed. 

IV.  A  Tender  Vifitation,  in  the  Love  of  God  that 
overcometh  the  World,    to   all  People   in  the 

t  A  perfon  then  coovinced,  though  the  world  prerailed,  died  latelyr, 
acknowledging  it,  and  cried  out,  *  How  happy  had  I  been,  if  I 
<  had  then  obeyed.' 

*  15.  8.  2. 
^*  They  are  inferted  in  this  coOeftiott. 

High 
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High  and  Low-Dutch  Nations^  who  hunger  and 
thiHl  after  righteoufnefs^  and  defire  to  know  and 
worihip  God  in  Truth,  and  in  Sincerity;  con- 
taining a  Plain  Tcftinnony  to  the  Ancient  and 
Apoftolical  Life,  Way  and  Worfhip  that  God  is 
reviving  and  exalting  in  the  Earth,  in  his  Spirit 
and  Truth; 

The  fenfe  of  the  ferious  retreat  of  the  great  maa 
we  heard  of  at  Leydcn,  was  fo  flrong  upon  me,  that 
I  could  not  fee  myfelf  clear  to  leave  the  country  be- 
fore I  had  given  him  a  vifit.  I  purpofcd  therefore  the 
next  morning  to  fet  forward  to  the  Hague,  from  thence 
to  Leyden,  and  fo  to  Wonderwick. 

I  arrived  there  in  the  evening*  with  B.  F.  A.  Son- 
nemans,  and  M.  Sonnemans,  and  immediately  made 
known  our  coming,  and  the  end  of  it,  to  him  and  his 
wife,  by  the  means  of  the  young  German,  who  was 
got  thither  before  us  to  vifit  them.  An  invitatioa 
came  to  us  all  at  our  inn,  and  immediately  we  re« 
paired  to*  his  houfe,  which  was  very  ftately,  and  yet 
plain.  He  prefcntly  came  to  us,  took  us  by  the  hand, 
and  bid  us  *  heartily  welcome.*  We  immediately  fat 
down,  and  after  fome  time  of  retirement,  I  fpoke 
famething  of  what  was  upon  me ;  yet  not  before  he 
had  given  us  a  fober  and  pathetical  account  of  his 
life,  and  of  the  prefent  frame  and  dilpofition  of  his 
ipirit. 

All  this  was  in  the  abfence  of  his  wife  i  but  fo  foon 
as  I  had  finiihed  what  was  then  upon  "me  to  fpeak  of 
the  witnefs  of  God,  and  of  its  work  in  man,  upon  the 
occafion  of  the  hiftory  he  gave  us  of  his  life,  he  led 
us  into  another  room,  where  his  wife  was :  he  told  her, 
here  were  fome  Chriftian  friends  come  to  vifit  her;  Ihe 
faluted  us  very  kindly. 

We  all  fat  down,  and  after  fome  filence,  the  hea- 
venly power  of  God  did,  in  a  living  and  tender  man- 
ner^ open  their  ftat^s  and  condition^  to  me,  and  opened 

»  16.  8.  J* 
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my  mouth  to  them.  The  fubftance  of  my.  tcftimony 
was  to  this  purpofe^  '  That  death  reigned  from  Adam 

*  to  Mofes }  Mojes  was  till  the  prophets ;    the  "^prophets 

*  till  Jobfii    and  John  till  Cbrijt:    what  Chrift's  day 

*  was :  how  few  fee  this  day :  aad  whilft  people  arc 
^  talking  of  being  in  ChrisTj  under  grace>  and  not 

*  under  the  law,  death  reigneth  over  them,  and  they 
^  are  not  come  to  Mofes,  nor  the  fhaking  or  quaking 

*  mountain^  the  thunderings,    lightnings,  and  whirl- 

*  winds :  and  what  was  that  way  which  led  to  Christ, 

*  and  what  it  was  to  be  in  him,  and  under  the  govern- 

*  ment  of  his  grace  i  direfting  them   to  the  blefTcd 

*  principle  of  light,  and  truth,  and  grace,  which  God 
^  had  fhed  abroad  in  their  hearts.     I  declared  the  na- 

*  ture  and  manner  of  the  appearing  and  operating  of 

*  this  principle  j  and  appealed  to  their  own  confcience, 
^  for  the  truth  of  what  was  faid:*  and  I  can  truly  f^, 
the  holy  life  of  Jesus  was  revealed  amongft  us,  and, 
like  oil,  fwam  on  the  top  of  all.  In  this  fenfc  I  was 
moved  to  kneel  down  and  pray :  great  brokennefs  fell 
upon  all ;  and  that  which  was  before  the  world  began, 
was  richly  manifefted  in  and  amongft  us. 

The  meeting  being  done,  the  great  tnan  and  his 
wife  bleflfed  us,  and  the  work  of  God  in  our  hands, 
faying,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  ^  My  houfe  is  bleffcd 
^  for  your  fakes  j  and  bleffed  be  God  that  I  ever  lived 
^  to  fee  you.' 

And  thus  we  left  them,  though  with  much  diffi- 
culty J  for  they  preffed  us,  with  great  earneftnefs,  both 
to  eat  and  to  lodge  with  them ;  and  it  was  hard  for 
them  to  bear  our  refufal.  They  faid  it  was  a  fcandal 
to  their  houfe,  that  they'fliould  let  fuch  good  people 
as  we  were  go  out  of  it ;  or  fufFer  us  to  lodge  in  any 
Other  place :  but  we  declared  oqr  pre-engagement  elfe- 
where,  and  that  it  was  not  for  want  of  true  kindnefs 
0wards  them. 

One  paflage  I  had  almoft  forgot  to  mention :  *  I 
^  was,'  faid  he,  *  once  at  table  with  the  duke  of  Hoi* 
^  fteih  at  Frederickftadt,  when  the  magiftrates  came 
5  tQ  complain  againft  a  people  called  Quakers  in  that 
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*  ci^jr:  the  duke  was  ready  to  be  prejudiced  againft 
'  them ;  but  at  the  very  naming  of  them,  1  conceived 

*  a  more  than  ordinary  kindnefs  in  my  mind  towards 
^  them.     I  allied  the  jfnagiilrate  what  they  were  for  a 

*  people  ?  He  told  me  that  they  would  not  pull  p^ 

*  thpir  hats  to  their  fuperiprs.    I  afked  him,  whethcfr 

*  they  would  pull  off  their  hats  to  God?  He  (aid,  Yes. 

*  Said  I,  That  may  be  the  reafon  why  they  will  npt 

*  pull  them  off  to  man.     Dp  they  live  peaceably? 

*  Yes.     Do  they  pay  their  taxes  ?  Yes.     Do  they  rut> 

*  their  h^ts  in  your  eyes  ?  No,     Do  they  do  ^ny  jiarfp 

*  with  them  ?  No.  Why  what  is  ypur  quarrel  then  ? 
'  They  meet  in  filence,  and  they  will  not  (peak  pr 

*  pray  unlefs  they  be  moved  by  the  Spirit.     Why,  that 

*  is  according  to  the  dodtrine  pf  fcripture :  if  this  be 
f  to  be  a  Quaker,  I  would  I  ^ere  a  Quaker  too.  But,* 
f^id  he,  *  i  never  faw  one  before,  but  I  blefs  God  I 
f  fee  you  now.'  He  very  much  inveighed  againft  ^^ 
falfe  Chriilianity  that  is  in  the  world,  and  greatly 
in^gnified  a  tender,  mpftified,  and  retired  e^ate.  j[ 
have  great  hopes  he  and  his  wife  will  die  in  the  truthj» 
We  returned  to  pqr  in^  to  fupper,  and  to  )^e4; 

Nes^t  morning^  we  took  waggon  for  tl^e  ^agu^ 
where  yft  met  with  Docemiu^,  the  jking  p|  Def^fi^ar^^'s 
redden jt  ^t  Culleii,  ^hp  had  been  at  Rotterdai^f)  to  ibel^ 
us,  aii4  camp  b^ck  thithisr,  with  hppe^  to  ii^e^t ']iis^ 
We  had  fome  fervice  there  with  a  lawyer ;  but  >yefjB 
again  difappointed  of  vjfiting  the  Jady  Oyerkirlf,  ^e- 
cajufe  of  her  hufband's  prefence ;  and  tbc  other  retired 
man  befpre-mentioned  was  ag^in  frpqn  home:  tfie 
ju(|ge  would  gladly  h^ve  received  us,  but  a  great 
cgufe  then  depending  ppmipanded  his  att^sa^^nce. 
That  afternppn  we  took  bo^t  fpr  Delft,  ?n4  fp  jtp  ^ojc- 
t^rdi^,  where  we  all  arriyefi  well. 

it  was  my  defire  to  have  been  the  ne;^t  (day '  ^t  {l 
meejtij^g  at  Dprt  i  but  ijt  feejM?  f hat  the  yvay.  we  Hpp^d 
had  beefli  opei>  for  us,  w,^  ftut,  Moflwglj  tha.t  we 
were  prevented  of  that  fejrvjce.    Howeye^,  I  applie4 

I  i  4  myff If 
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myfclf  to  the  pcrfefting  of  what  yet  wanted  to  be 
completed  in  thofe  writings  I  left  behind  me  to  be 
printed. 

The  next  day,"  being  the  fixth  day  of  the  week, 
we  had  a  very  blelTed  publick  meeting,  uking  therein 
our  leave  of  the  country :  and  after  that  was  done,  wc 
had  another  amongft  friends,  recommending  to  them 
the  *  peaceable,  tender,  righteous  truth;*  defiring 
that  they  might  live  and  grow  in  it,  and  be  a  people 
to  the  Lord's  praife ;  fo  fliould  his  work  proiper,  his 
dominion  be  enlarged  and  increafed  among  them.  In 
the  evening  I  had  alfo  a  meeting  at  my  lodging  among 
the  great  people  of  that  place,  of  which  I  have  be- 
fore made  mention :  and  magnified  be  the  name  of 
the  Lord,  his  power  did  fo  fweetly  vifit  them,  and  ef- 
fedually  reach  them,  that,  at  their  departorc,  Ibme 
of  them  fell  upon  our  necks,  and,  with  tears  of  love, 
prayed,  that  they  might  be  remembered  by  us,  and 
that  they  might  have  ftrength  to  anfwer  our  great  tra- 
vail for  them.  We  recommended  them  unto  the  Lord, 
and  the  pure  word  of  his  grace  in  their  hearts. 

The  next  day,'  the  generality  of  friends  erf"  that 
place  met  at  Simon  Johnfon's  houfe,  early  in  the 
morning,  where  we  took  our  leave  of  one  another, 
in  the  love  and  power  of  the  Lord,  feeling  his  living 
prefence  with  them  that  ftayed,  and  with  u$  that 
went. 

Several  accompanied  us  to  the  Briel,  where  we  ar- 
rived about  noon.  There  accompanied  us  the  king 
of  Denmark's  refident  at  Cullen,  who  had  been  with 
us  at  thofe  meetings  at  Rotterdam,  P.  Hendricks,  and 
C.  Rodoffs  of  Amfterdam,  and  A.  Sonnemans,  B.  F. 
M.  S.  and  S.  J.  with  fevcral  others  of  Rotterdam.  The 
packet-boat  not  being  come,  we  were  neceffitated  to 
lie  there  that  night. 

That  night  it  was  upon  me,  in  the  eameft  love  of 
God,  to  falute  the  princcls  and  countels,  with  a  few 
farcwell*liaes,  as  foUoweth. 
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To  the  Princcfs  jElizabeth, 
Salvation  in  the  Crofs,  Amen. 

Dear  and  truly  refpefted  friend, 

MY  foul  mod  earneftly  defircth  thy  temporal  and 
eternal  felicity,  which  ftandeth  in  thy  doing 
the  will  of  God  now  on  earth,  as  it  is  done  in  hea- 
ven, O  dear  princefs,  do  it !  Say  the  word  once  in 
truth  and  righteoufnefs,  *'  Not  my  will,  but  thine  be 
^^  done,  O  God !"  Thy  days  are  few,  and  then  thou 
muft  go  to  judgment :  •  then  an  account  of  thy  talent 
God  will  require  from  thee.  What  improvement  haft 
thpu  made  ?  Let  it  prove  and  (hew  its  own  excellency, 
that  it  is  of  God,  and  that  it  leadeth  all,  that  love  it, 
to  God.  O  that  thou  mayefl;  be  able  to  give  an  ac« 
count  with  joy ! 

I  could  not  leave  this  country,  and  not  teftify  the 
refentment^  I  bear  in  my  mind  of  that  humble  and 
tender  entertainment  thou  gaveft  us  at  thy  court :  the 
Lord  Jesus  reward  thee :  and  furely  he  hath  a  blefling 
in  (lore  for  thee.  Go  on,  be  ftedfaft,  overcome^  and 
thou  (halt  inherit.  Do  not  defpond :  one  that  is  mighty 
is  near  thee;  a  prefent  help  in  the  needful  time  of 
trouble.  O  let  the  defire  of  thy  foul  be  to  his  name, 
and"  to  the  remembrance  of  him.  O  wait  upon  the 
Lord,  and  thou  fhalt  renew  thy  ftrength !  The  youth 
|hall  faint,  and  the  young  men  fhall  fail,  but  they  that 
truft  in  the  Lord  fhall  never  be  confounded. 

I  wifh  thee  all  true  and  folid  felicity,  with  my  whole 
foul.  The  Lord  God  of  heaven  and  earth  have  thee 
in  his  keeping,  that  thou  mayeft  not  lofe,  but  keep 
in  that  divine  fenfe,  which,  by  his  eternal  word,  he 
hath  begotten  in  thee.  Receive,  dear  princefs,  my 
fincere  and  Chriftian  falutation.  Grace,  mercy,  and 
peace  be  multiplied  among  you  all  that  love  the  Lord 
jEsys, 

^  She  died  ^ibout  four  veart  after. 

Thy 
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Thy  bufinefs  I  {hall  follow,  with  all  the  diligence 
mnd  difcretion  I  csun^  and  by  the  firft  give  thee  an  ac- 
count>  after  it  fliall  pleafe  the  Lord  to  bring  me  fafe 
to  London.     All  my  brethren  are  well,  and  prefent 
thee  with  their  dear  love,  and  the  reft  with  thee  that 
love  Jesus,  the  light  of  the  world,  in   thy   fannily. 
Thou  haft  taught  me  to  forget  thou  art  a  princefs,  and 
therefore  I  ufe  this  freedom ;  and  to  that  of  God  in 
thee  am  I  manifeft ;  and  I  know  my  integrity^     Give, 
if  thou  pleafeft,  the  falutation  of  my  dear  love  to  A. 
M*  de  Homes,  with  the  inclofed.     Dear  princefs,  4o 
not  hinder,  but  help  her:  that  may  be  required  of 
her,  which  (confidenng  thy  circumftances)   may  not 
yet  be  required  of  thee*     Let  her  ftand  freey  and  her 
freedom  will  make  the  paflTage  eafier  unto  thee.    Ac- 
cept what  I  fay,  I  intreat  thee,  in  that  pure  and  hea- 
venly love  and  refpeft  in  which  I  write  fo  plainly  to 
thee.    Farewel,  my  dear  ffiend,  and  the  Lord  be  with 
thee.     I  amj  more  than  I  can  fay. 

Thy  great  lover  and  refpeftful  friend, 

WILLIAM   PENN. 

X  refer  thee  to  the  inclofed  for  paflfagcs :  we  vifit^ 
Gift^  and  Hooftman,  and  they  us ;  they  were  at 
one  or  two  of  the  meetings  at  Amfterd^.  Vdle 
in  ^terniuH^ 

For  Anna  Mai^ia  de  Hornes,   ftiled  Counted  of 

HORNES. 

t 

Jefus  be  with  thy  fpirit.     Amcn^ 

BEIoved,  and  much  efteemed  for  die  fake  of  that 
love  which  is  raifed  in  thy  heart  to  the  eternal 
truth  of  God ;  the  increaie  of  which  I  eameftly  defirr  i 
that  thou  mayeft  be  more  dian  conqueror^  through 
the  powerful  workings  of  that  divine  love  in  thy  fo4» 

which 


HOLLAND  AND  <5ERMANY.      597 

vhich  cafteth  out  all  falfe  fear^  and  overcometh  the 
worlds  In  this  eternal  love  it  is  that  I  love  thee^  and 
would  be  loved  of  thee :  bleffed  are  they  that  hold 
their  fellowfhip  in  it.  It  is  pure,  harmlers,  patient, 
fervent,  and  conftant :  in  fine,  it  conncth  from  God> 
^nd  leadeth  all  that  receive  it  to  Qqd.  Indeed  it  ii 
God,  and  they  that  live  in  love,  live  in  God.  If  wc 
keep  and  abide .  in  him  that  hath  vifited  us^  we  ihall 
always  feel  his  love  as  a  fountain  s  and  wonderful  arc 
the  efFefts  of  ir.  *  O  it  can  lay  down  its  life  for  its 
^  friend !'  It  will  break  through  all  difBculty^  and  hath 
power  to  conquer  death  and  the  grave :  this  tranfcend^ 
eth  the  friendlhip  of  the  world,  and  the  vain-glorious 
honour  of  the  courts  of  this  world.  This  kindnefs  is 
inviolable :  our  pureil  faith  worketh  by  this  love.  O 
the  tendernefs  of  that  foul  in  which  this  love  llveth 
and  hath  place !  the  humility  and  compaflion  that  aU 
ways  keep  it  company ! 

And  who  can  livelily  enough  defcribe  the  lovely 
image  it  giveth,  the  attrafting  and  engaging  coover- 
fation  it  hath :  but  it  is  difcerned,  and  greatly  valued, 
by  the  childrep  of  love,  who  are  born  of  it,  which  all 
the  children  ot  ligbi  are.  What  Ihall  I  fay  ?  It  i$  the 
great  command,  and  it  keepeth  all  the  commands; 
love,  pqre  and  undefiled,  it  fulfilleth  the  law  and 
gofpel  too :  bleffed  are  they  that  feel  any  of  this  love 
ihed  abroad  in  their  hearts. 

With  this  love  it  is  that  God  hath  loved  usi  and  by 
the  power  of  this  love  Chrift  Jefus  hath  died  for  us. 
Yea,  it  is  this  love  that  quickeneth  us  to  Jefus,  that 
inflameth  our  fouls  with  pure  and  ardent  loVe  to  him, 
and  zeal  for  him :  yea,  it  is  this  holy  love,  that  for- 
fakes  father  and  mother,  fiftcr  and  brother,  hufband^ 
wife,  and  children,  bouie  and  land,  liberty  and  life, 
for  the  fake  of  Jefus  :  that  leaveth  the  dead  to  bury 
the  dead,  and  foUoweth  Jefus  in  the  narrow  way  of 
regeneration:  that  can  truft  him  in  the  winds,  and 
in  the  earthquakes,  in  the  iir e,  and  in  the  waters ;  ye^, 
when  the  floods  come  in,  ev^n  unto  the  fpul^  this  dc* 
fpond^h  fiot,  neith^  mvrmtireth^ 
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And  as  it  cannot  defpair,  fo  it  never  prefumeth: 
yea,  it  can  triumphantly  fay.  What  ihall  be  able  to 
Separate  me  from  the  love  of  God  that  is  in  Chrift 
Jefus?  Shall  principalities  or  powers?  Things  prefent, 
or  things  to  come  ?  Shall  life  or  death  ?  O  no^  neither 
time  nor  mortality. 

My  dear  friend^  let  this  noble  plant  of  paradife 
grow  in  thy  heart.  Wait  upon  the  Lord^  that  he 
would  water  it,  and  (hine  upon  it,  and  make  m 
hedge  about  it}  that  thy  whole  heart  aiay  be  re- 
plenifted  with  the  heavenly  increafe  and  fruits  of  it. 
O  that  thou  mayeft  grow,  in  thy  inner  man,  in  wif- 
dom,  ftrength,  and  a  pure  underftanding ;  in  favour 
with  God,  and  with  all  people  that  are  in  the  fanoe 
nature  and  image!    For  the  world  only  loveth  its 

own. 

I  hoped  not  to  have  been  fo  quick  upon  my  laft 
long  letter ;  but  God's  pure  love  (that  hath  redeemed 
me  from  the  earth,  and  the  earthly  nature  and  fpirit) 
moved  fervently  upon  my  fpirit  to  vifit  thee  once  more, 
before  I  leave  this  land.  1  deferred  it  to  this  extre- 
mity ;  and  being  not  clear  to  go  hence,  I  fend  thee 
my  Chriftian  falutacion,  in  this  pure  love  that  many 
waters  cannot  quench,  diftance  cannot  make  it  forget, 
nor  can  time  wear  it  out.  My  foul  reverently  boweth 
before  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
that  it  would  pleafc  him  to  preferve  thee.  Fear  him, 
and  thou  needeft  not  fear,  for  the  angel  of  the  Lord 
encampeth  about  thofc  that  truft  in  his  name.  The 
angel  of  his  eternal  prefence  guard  thee,  that  none  of 
the  enemies  of  thy  foul's  peace  may  ever  prevail 
againft  thee !  Perfeverance  and  viftory  be  thy  portion 
in  this  world,  and  a  crown  of  endlefs  glory  be  thy 
reward  in  that  which  is  to  come.     Amen. 

Since  my  laft  (being  the  day  next  after  the  date  there- 
of) we  had  a  meeting  with  Galenus  Abrahams  and  his 
company:  the  fuccefs  thou  mayeft  perhaps  fee  fud-. 
deiily  in  print,  and  therefore  1  fliall  defer  the  narra-» 
tive :  only,  in  general,  our  dear  Lord,  our  ftaff  and 
ftrength,  was  with  us,  and  truth  reigned  over  all. 

That 
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That  night  wc  went  to  Lcydcn,  where  we  vifitcd 
fome  retired  perfons. 

"Thence,  next  day,  to  the  Hague,  where  alfo  wc 
had  a  little  meeting.  O  the  luft  and  pride  of  that 
place!  Thou  cameft  into  my  mind  as  I  walked  in  the 
ftreets,  and  I  faid  in  myfelf,  *  Well !  fhe  hath  chofen 
*  the  better  part/  O  be  faithful,  and  the  Lord  will 
give  thee  an  eternal  recompence ! 

Thence  we  came  to  Rotterdam,  where  the  Lord 
hath  given  us  feveral  heavenly  opportunities  in  private 
and  publick. 

We  arc  now  come  to  the  Briel,  and  wait  our  paf- 
iagc.  The  Lord  Jefus  be  with  you  that  ftay,  and 
with  us  that  go,  that  in  him  we  may  live  and  abide 
for  ever. 

Salute  me  to  my  French  friend;  bid  her  be  con- 
ftant.  I  wi(h.  thy  fervants  felicity  $  but  thine  as  mine 
own.  God  Almighty  overfliadow  thee,  hide  thee  un- 
der his  pavilion,  be  thy  Ihield,  rock,  and  fanduary  for 
ever.    Farcwel,  farewel. 

Thy  friend,  and  the  Lord's  fervant, 

W,  P, 
Briel,  44  8th  month, 
1677. 

Next  morning'  the  packet-boat  arrived,  and  about 
ten  we  went  on  board,  having  firft  taken  our  folemn 
leave  of  thofe  friends  that  accompanied  us  thither. 
^  Wc  immediately  fet  fail,  with  a  great  number  of 
pafiengers:  but,  by  reafon  of  contrary  and  tempef- 
tuous  weather,  we  arrived  not  at  Harwich  till  the 
third  day  about  the  7th  hour.'  Whence,  next  morn- 
ing/ I  writ  this  following  falutation  and  account  to 
the  friends  of  Holland  and  Germany,  to  return  with 
tike  boat. 

9  zu  t.  I.       «  22.  t.  2.    23.  8.  1%       ^  24.  8.  4% 

Alct- 
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A  letter  from  Harwich,  to  friends  in  Holland  and 
Germanv,  containing  the  paffages  from  Holland  to 
Englano* 

Let  this  be  fent  to  the  friends  in  High  and  Low^ 

Dutch-Land. 

OMy  foul  magnifieth  the  Lord,  and  my  fpirit  re- 
joiceth  in  God  my  Saviour,  who  hath  rebuked 
the  winds  and  the  feas,  and  made  us  to  drink  of  his 
falvation  upon  the  great  deeps!  yea,  we  could  not 
but  praife  htm  in  the  tempeft,  for  all  things  are  full 
of  his  majefty.  Blefled  is  the  eye  that  feeth,  and  the 
heart  that  dependeth  upon  him  at  all  times.  There 
is  not  another  God  s  he  is  the  Lord  alone  that  the  holy 
ancients  trufted  in,  and  were  not  confounded.  What 
(hall  my  foul  render  unto  the  Lord  ?  We  are  full  of 
his  mercy,  he  hath  made  us  witneffes  of  his  care.  We 
can  fay,  in  righteoufnefs,  they,  are  blefled  whofe  God 
is  the  Lord,  and  that  ferve  all  the  day  long  no  other 
maftet  than  cur  God. 

Friends,  this  is  an  endeared  falutation  to  you  ^11 
in  High  and  Low-Dutch-Land,  in  the  deep  and  frefh 
fenfe  of  the  Lord's  preferving  power.  O  that  you 
may  abide  in  that  fenfe  of  him  which  he  hath  begotten 
in  you,  and  in  the  reverent  knowledge  of  him,  ac- 
cording to  the  manifeftation  which  you  have  received 
of  him,  in  the  light  of  his  dear  Son :  that  you  may 
be  faithful,  and  fervent  for  the  Lord;  that  his  glorious 
life  and  power  may  break  through  you;  and  thefe 
lands,  long,  dry,  and  barren  as  the  wildemefs,  may 
fpring  and  bloflbm  as  the  rofe.  For  what  have  we  Co 
do  here,  but  to  exalt  him,  that  hath  vilitcd  and  loved 
us;  yea,  faved  us  in  great meafure ?  Ah,  he  is  worthy! 
my  fpirit  reverenceth  him,  my  heart  and  foul  do  bow 
before   him:   eternal    blcflings  dwell  for  ever  with 

him. 

Dear  friends,  my  love  flowetli  to  you  as  a  fountain. 
Godj  even  my  Godj  and  your  God,  hath  made  you 

dear 
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deiu-  to  me;  yea>  dcsu^r  than  all  natural  klndred« 
You  are  flefli  of  flefh  indeed.  Nor  fea,  nor  land,  nor 
time,  nor  place,  can  ever  feparate  our  joy,  divide  our 
communion,  or  wipe  out  the  remembrance  that  I 
have  of  you.  Yea,  the  living  remembrance  that  my 
God  often  giveth  me  of  you,  in  the  life  of  his  Son^ 
abideth ;  which  breaketh  my  heart  to  pieCeS :  and  1 
can  fay,  I  left  much  of  my  heart  behind  me  j  and  the 
Lord  only  could  have  outwardly  feparated  me  fo  iboa 
from  you.  O  this  love !  that  is  (Irongef  than  deaths 
more  excellent  than  the  love  of  women  j  for  it  cndu- 
reth  for  ever :  this  privilege  have  all  the  faints.  Je* 
fus,  the  light  of  the  Hvorld,  th^t  f^veth  from  the 
wdrld,  be  With  yoti.    Articn. 

We  got  well  laft  night  about  ttvth  to  Harwich,  be-* 
ing  three  day^  and  two  nights  at  fea :  moft  part  of  tht 
time  was  a  great  ftorm  of  wind,  and  rain,  and  hail : 
the  weather  was  againft  us,  afid  the  veflel  fo  leaky^ 
th^t  two  pumps  went  night  and  day^  or  we  had  pe- 
rifhed.  It  is  believed  that  they  pumped  twice  more 
water  out  than  the  velKbl  could  contain;  but  our  peace 
was  as  a  river,  and  ouf  joy  full.  The  feas  had  like  to 
have  Wa(hed  fome  of  the  fcamen  over-board,  but  the 
girat  God  pfeferved  all  well.  Frights  Were  among 
the  people,  and  defpondencies  in  fonie,  but  the  Lord 
Wrought  deliverance  for  all :  we  Were  mightily  throng* 
td,  which  made  it  the  mbre  tf  oublefomc* 

But  it  h  obfervable,  that  though  the  Lord  f6  won- 
derfully delivered  us,  yet  fome  vain  people  foon  forgot 
it,  and  returned  quickly  to  their  Wanton  talk  and  con- 
ve^fation,  not  abiding  in  the  fenfe  of  that  hand  whicli 
had  delivered  them  t  nor  can  any  do  it,  as  they  Ihould^ 
but  thofe  that  are  turned  to  his  appearance  in  their 
hiearcs.  Who  know  him  to  be  a  God  "  nigh  at  hand  i** 
which,  O !  may  it  be  your  e^cperience  and  portion  for 
everl 

And  the  Lord  be  with  you,  and  refrefh  and  fuftain 
you;  and  in  all  your  temptations  never  leave  you, 
mor  forfake  you  ^  taat  conquerors  you  may  be,  and,  in 

the 
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the  end  of  days  and  time,  ftand  in  your  lot  among  the 
^iiics  of  the  juft  made  perfed.    Amen,  Amen. 

Tours  in  that  which  is  eternal^ 

W,  P. 

Harwich,  S4th  of  tht  8ch 
month,  1677. 

Here  I  left  dear  G.  Fo3t,  and  Gertruyd  Diricks  and 
her  children,  that  came  over  with  us,  to  follow  me  in 
a  coach;  but  I,  having  a  defire  to  be  that  day'  at 
Colchcfter  meeting,  went  early  away  on  horfeback, 
G.  K.  accompanying  me.  We  got  to  the  meeting, 
and  were  well  refrelhed  in  friends. 

That  evening  we  had  a  mighty  meeting  at  J.  Fur- 
ley's  houfe,  where  we  lay  5  many  being  there  of  ,the 
town,  that  would  not  come  to  a  publick  meeting. 
And  indeed  the  Lord's  divine  power  and  prefence  were 
in  the  aflembly. 

Next  day  ^  we  had  a  great  meeting  at  a  marriage, 
where  we  had  good  fervice  for  the  Lord.  That  after- 
noon about  four,  we  took  horfe  for  London,  G.  F. 
&c.  through  mifcarriage  of  a  letter  about  the  coach, 
not  being  come  to  Colchefter.  That  night  we  lay  at 
I.  Raven's,  eight  miles  on  our  way.  There  we 
met  Giles  Barnardifton,  and  William  Bennet;  with 
whom,  and  fome  other  friends  thereabout,  we  were 
comforted  in  the  life  and  power  of  the  Lord. 

The  day  following  "*  we  took  our  journey  for  Lon- 
don :  we  came  there  m  good  time  that  evening;  where 
I  found  all  things  relating  to  friends  in  a  good  condi- 
tion :  bleffed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord.  I  ftayed  about 
a  week  in  town,  both  to  vifit  friends  at  meetings,  and 
to  be  ferviceable  to  the  more  general  affkirs  of  truth ; 
where  a  fecond  letter  from  the  princefs  Elizabeth  came 
to  hand. 

•25.  8.  5*       *»6-  «•  6.       •zj.  g.  j/ 

Hertford, 
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Hertford,  the  29th  of  Odobcr,  1677. 
Dear  friend, 

• 

XOUR  tender  care  of  my  eternal  well-being  doth 
oblige  me  much,  and  I  will  weigh  every  article 
/our  counfel  to  follow  as  much  as  lies  in  me;  but 
God's  grace  muft  be  afliftant;  as  you  fay  yourfelf, 
*  He  accepts  nothing  that  does  not  come  from  him  •/ 
If  I  had  made  me  bare  of  all  worldly  goods,  and  left 
undone  what  he  requires  moflr,  I  mean,  to  do  all  in 
and  by  his  Son,  I  fhall  be  in  no  better  condition  than 
at  this  prefent*  Let  me  feel  him  firfl:  governing  in 
my  heart,  then  do  what  he  requires  of  me :  but  I  am 
not  able  to  teach  others,  being  not  *'  taught  of  God 
^'  myfclf."  Remember  my  love  to  G.  F.  B.  F.  G.  K. 
and  dear  Gertruyd,  If  you  write  no  worfe  than  your 
poftfcript,  I  can  make  a  fhift  to  read  it.  Do  not  think 
I  go  from  what  I  fpoke  to  you  the  laft  evening}  I  only 
ftay  to  do  it  in  a  way  that  is  anfwerable  before  God 
and^  man.  I  can  fay  no  more  now,  but  recommend 
to  your  prayers. 

Your  true  friend, 

Elizabeth. 

I  ^Imoft  forgot  to  tell  you,  that  my  fifter  writes 
me  word,  Ihe  had  been  glad  you  had  taken  your 
journey  by  Ofenburg  to  return  to  Am- 
fterdam :  there  is  alfo  a  droffard  of  Limburgh 
near  this  place  (to  whom  I  gave  an  Exemplar  of 
R.  B.'s  Apology)  very  defirous  to  fp'eak  with  fomc 
'  of  the  friends. 

The  fifth  day  of  the  next  week'  I  went  to  Worm- 
inghurft,  my  houfe  in  Suffcx,  where  I  found  my  dear 
wife,  child,  and  faniily  all  well :  bleffed  be  the  name  of 

«  u  9,  5. 
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the  Lord  God  of  all  the  families  of  the  earth.  I 
had  that  evening  a  fwcet  meeting  omongft  them,  in 
which  God's  blefled  power  made  us  truly  glad  toge- 
ther :  and  I  can  fay,  truly  blefled  are  they  who  can 
chearfully  give  up  to  ferve  the  Lord :  great  (hall  be 
the  increafe  and  growth  of  their  treafure,  which  fhall 
never  end. 

To  him  that  was^  and  /V,  and  is  to  come^  the  eternal, 
holy,  blefled,  righteous,  powerful,  and  faithful 
ONE,  be  glory,  honour,  and  praife,  dominion, 
and  a  kingdom,  for  ever  and  ever.     Amen. 

A  third  letter  from  the  princefs,  which  though  it 
be  after  the  clofing  of  this  journal,  yet  being  an  anfwer 
to  one  writ  to  her  in  Holland,  relates  to  it, 

This^i7th  of  November,  1677. 
Dear  friend, 

I  Have  received  a  letter  from  you,  that  feemeth  to 
have  been  written  at  your  paflage  into  England; 
which  I  wifli  may  be  profperous ;  without  date,  but 
not  withont  virtue,  to  fpur  me  on,  to  do  and  fuffer 
the  will  of  our  God.  I  can  fay,  in  fincerity  and  truth, 
"  Thy  will  be  done,  O  God,"  becaufe  /  wijh  it  bear- 
tifyi  but  I  cannot  fpeak  in  righteoufnefs,  until  Ipofefs 
that  righteoufnefs  which  is  acceptable  unto  him.  My 
houfe  and  my  heart  fliall  be  always  open  to  thofe  that 
love  him.  Gichtell  has  been  well  fatisfied  with  the 
conferences  between  you.  As  for  my  bufinefs,  it  will 
go  as  the  Lord  pleafeth  5  and  I  remain  in  him. 

Your  affeftionate  friend, 

Elizabeth. 

There  are  more  of  this  nature  from  her,  and  divers 
other  perfons  of  eminence  in  thofe  parts,  but  not  im- 
mediately relating  to  the  journal,  are  therefore  not 
publiflied. 

WILLIAM    PENN. 


